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BOSTON, 


ANNUAL REPORT 


OIry REG Is TRAR 
BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS 


CITY OF. BOSTON, 


For the Year 1877. 


To the Honorable City Council : — 


The undersigned begs leave herewith to submit for con- 
sideration, his annual report of the births, marriages, and 
deaths, in the City of Boston, during the year 1877, together 
with such remarks as have seemed appropriate to the subject. 


Brrtus IN 1877. 


The number of births registered in Boston during the 
past year was 10,530, — 5,323 males, and 5,207 females. 
This exhibits a decrease of 243 births compared with the 
preceding year; 1,187 less than were registered in 1874, 
and 71 less than were recorded in 1872. Some remarks 
touching the cause of this diminished birth-rate will be 
found in another part of this report. Estimating the popu- 
lation of Boston, in 1877, to have been 860,000, the ratio 
of births to the population will appear to be 1 in 34.19. 


J 
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Adding the still-births (469), the ratio will be 1 in 82.73. | 
In the preceding year the ratio was nearly identical with 
that of 1877, it being 1 in 32.60 of an estimated population é 
of 251,247. The excess of living births over the deaths, in 
1877, was 3,246. In the preceding year the excess was 
2,570. 

The births in the several quarters are seen in the following 
table : — 


1sT QUARTER. 2D QUARTER. 3D QUARTER. 4vTH QUARTER. 

€ @«¢ c Aah et@ee e ofa ® ee*%%@ @ e*? 
|Z = steer —- 

‘ ee “ee eee PG Bo cb = 
January ... 894 Apa Sry | Tulye ¢ 3 ccs £d00e Oetober .. . . 936 
February'. .. . 789 | May .%« . cece e738 » Lugust e%e- - - 981 | November . . . 884 
e coe e: 6 é 
NEAR CIT tsr tals is ae 888 | June. . . ee #854 * Septentbér’. - -951 | December .. . 870 
oO et i 

e re oh5 ry ae eS ar ha Ad ‘ a a 
Total 2,571 F< £ Total $ £5), 9,328 ¢ "3 'FStgls. %'. 2,0418|, ° Total 2,690 

e e ° es 


The largest number of births in any one quarter occurred 
in the third, making 27.93 per cent. of all the births. 
There were 1,009 births in July, making 9.58 per cent. of 
the whole number. . 

The following is a comparative statement of the births and 
deaths in the several wards, the deaths in the hospitals and 
other public institutions being omitted : 


i 


6 S 35 
} ° . 5 ; 3 
WARDS. a A @ a WARDS. a a @ a WARDS. 2 a @ 2 a 
i= S oS R 3a ce Ors Ds S CFs 
in = KR Oo in 2 KAS m Y MHD 
pO A |mias Q A |Aeas faa) A lf§as 
i. 462 218 244 10 126 153 19 651} 388 263 
2 480 302 178 1M 317 184 133 20 eieste 494} 284 210 
3 334 207 127 p Dane 382 349 33 DA os Ms 279] 221 58 
4 305 206 99 Lotet nave 806 481 325 yo) ery ee 440| 277 163 
5 246 203 43 14 517 280 237 Tat aiten te 578) 224 354 
6 658 413 245 Lae 478 241 237 7A Ne nS 496| 241 255 
‘ 434 296 138 AB. ek 447 275 172 Lite ahs 223 102 121 
8 583 281 302 Then 301 189 112 — 
9 267 240 27 18.2.6 226 144 82 Totals| 10,530) 6,839 | 3,246 


It will be seen that there were more deaths in Ward 10 
than births, — the excess, in the wrong direction, being 27. 
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A similar difference occurred in the same locality, in the 
preceding year, when there were 187 births and 193 deaths. 

Wards 1 and 2 (East Boston) contain about 8.58 per 
cent. of the entire population of the city. The births in 
those two wards make 8.94 per cent. of all the births, — 
a condition very evenly balanced. In Wards 3, 4, 5 
(Charlestown), 8.40 per cent. ef the births occurred, al- 
though that portion of the city contains 9.82 per cent. of 
the whole population. On the other hand, Wards 6, 7, and 
8 (containing a very large proportion of foreign-born resi- 
dents) present, as their contribution to the aggregate 
increase, 15.91 per cent. of all the births, although only 
12.34 per cent. of the entire population is found in those 
three wards. A similar result is witnessed in the three 
South Boston wards (13, 14, 15), with a like population. 
These three wards contain 15.84 per cent. of the population, 
while 17 per cent. of the births occurred there. 

A strong contrast to the foregoing is exhibited by Wards 
9, 10, 11, containing a population largely native. These 
wards embrace about 15.12 per cent. of the entire popula- 
tion, and yet only 10.37 per cent. of the births occurred in 
them. Wards 16, 17, and 18, with a population principally 
of native origin, and making 12.13 per cent. of the whole 
population, presents only 9.25 per cent. of all the births. 
In the three Roxbury wards (19, 20, 21), containing 13.34 
per cent. of the population, the births made 13.52 per cent. 
of the whole number. In Ward 23 (West Roxbury), con- 
taining 3.60 per cent. of the population, the births made 
5.49 per cent. of the entire number. In like manner, Ward 
24 (Dorchester), with a territory and population similar to 
those of West Roxbury, embracing 3.93 per cent. of the 
whole population, yields 4.71 per cent. of all the births. 
Brighton also presents a favorable aspect. This district 
contains 3.49 per cent. of the population, while the births 
that occurred there make 4.18 per cent. of all the births. 

The following table will illustrate the foregoing facts very 
clearly; the Charlestown and East Boston wards are 
omitted, as well as Ward 20, which is very nearly divided 
between a foreign-born and a native-born population : — 


_ 
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POPULATION LARGELY NATIVE. POPULATION LARGELY FOREIGN. 

Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. | :Per cent. 

WARDS. population. births. WARDS. population. ’ births. 

DUA aie sd te Ghats 8.49 2.58 Ou ae et oes 5.16 6.25 
A. a anche ee 3.60 1.20 Y areal fete or 3.64 4.12 
cle ae ae iran ee 3.93 3.01 Sis thet as Arg 3.54 6.53 
este. Se le ve" Ts 5.47 4.91 APE? Okey Los tune 4.34 3.62 
Ane ee A eee 4.02 2.86 13 stb ian dedisgrs ps 6.34 7.65 
SR eatin, be 3.82 2.14 Lb fia view ty seer ee 4.03 4.54 
date eae ec vite: ves 3.38 2.65 16: "ca Foee dow 4.29 4,26 
Dotty liste te 1s a0 es 8.60 5.49 One ee ae 4s ee te 5.47 6.18 
AGES batches 43.06 s 3.93 4,71 Joie Stadt ioe a ate 3.49 4.18 
Totals). i. ."% 35.24 29.50 TC OGRES ccna) we etae 40.30 46.33 


The result shown in the above table is very significant. 
On the one side it is seen that the percentage of births ina 
given population is far below what ought to be seen in any 
well-conditicned community. On the other side, a totally 
opposite result is seen, not to be explained, certainly, by any 
physiological reasons. Only in two wards of the first divis- 
ion (Wards 23 and 24) do the percentage of births exceed 
the percentage of the population in each of the same places. 
In Wards 12 and 16, of the second division of the table, 
the births fall slightly below the proportion, although the 
difference in the latter ward is very slight. 
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The foregoing table will be easily understood. The ver- 

tical column of totals indicate the fathers, and the horizon- 
tal column at. the bottom, the mothers. For instance, the 
figures at the top of the first column show that both parents 
of 2,846 children were native-born; and the succeeding 
figures that 523 children had native fathers and Irish-born 
mothers. 
_ The number of children whose parents were both native- 
born (including half of those recorded as of unknown 
parentage) was 2,904, making 27.58 per cent. of the whole 
number. The native fathers make 39.63 per cent. of all the 
fathers, and the native mothers 35.45 per cent. of all the 
mothers. 

The number of Irish-born fathers was 3,841 (108 less than 
were recorded in the preceding year), making 36.48 per 
cent. of the whole number, almost the identical proportion 
of the year 1876. The number of children of English 
fathers was 423, a decrease of 94. Of those whose fathers 
were born in British America the number was .1,081, an 
increase of 251. Of the whole number of fathers (exclusive 
of those recorded as “unknown”) 51.57 per cent. were 
born in Great Britain and her dependencies. 

The children of German fathers number 439, a decrease 
of 195. Tliese, added to the number born in Sweden and 
Norway (94), and Denmark (30), make 5.34 per cent. of 
the entire number; a decrease of 2 per cent. in the German 
and Scandinavian element, compared with the preceding 
year. 

The number of children of Italian fathers was 93 (a de- 
crease of 23) ; of those of Portuguese origin, 72 (a decrease 
of 17); and of those born of Russian and Polish fathers, 
45, a decrease of 9. 

Various places in Europe, Asia, Africa, and South Amer- 
ica, are represented by the 36 fathers, whose nativity is re- 
corded as of “ other foreign places.” 

The number of colored children born (black and mulatto) 
was 162, an increase of 5 over the number recorded in 1876. 
It will be seen by the following table, that both parents in 
each instance (with but five or six exceptions) were of the 
same nativity. It seems odd that both parents, in six in- 
stances, should be born in Ireland, and another in Germany. 
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TABLE II. COLORED BIRTHS. 


/ 


BIRTHPLACES. Males. Females. Totals. 
Both parents born in the United States ....... 75 53 128 
- bby British America ...... 6 13 19 
ee J TT GlANG Teste cs cits hep et ore 2 4 6 
<f d Germanys vias Geta o 5.70 | Sc eevee ames 1 1 
as - Cape Verd.. ss sss 134.) eee ta 1 
.S ss West Indies” 5 .-< 6 wus eds were as ey bad 1 
os - Other foreign place .... 1, Ne Se 1 
oe & Unknown places ..... .« 2 3 5 
Potalatts f.\.e8sca; ihe vhs ct sie: » Mela tneleMet one 87 75 162 . 


The colored births were in the ratio of 1 in 30.86 of the 
estimated colored population of 5,000. The ratio of whites 
born to the white population was 1 in 34.24. — 


TABLE III. TWIN BIRTHS. 


Both Both Male and 


BIRTHPLACES OF PARENTS. Males. . | Females. | atemalae Totals. 

ee eee a ee a eee 
United States <7 .-s eee ae NS oka 4h a acne 9 8) 11 29 
PPGland se rca fe elo o «Be Detiel o Uetcl rails memeeme we 6 15 17 88 
MS ILISH A NOTION Gob oie wee a ette efor e ae t ame eee oe 5 2 7 
RTEORATEY Se TAN Ses Py Olesen kK dee tee ee ere es 2 2 2 6 
MPLA te aMinh a ge coin eh an evAy EatGhAe ade e ta ee ee 1 1 2 
BS QOUANC est et ia gas eh actile meio ate Sout oiee te Li fier sde Well wl Geen i 
EERIE iets ie sea atte En kin seth Tae Ste a oe so ah li Ae 1 

SOLBIS ulin stegits 2 histnins Woke he ie ee aa eae 18 33 83 84 


There were 89 instances of plural births in 1876, includ- 
ing one of triplets. Of the 168 children born last year, 99 
were females, exceeding the males by 80. The ratio of twin 
births to all births was 1 in 125.36. Those of foreign par- 
entage make 65.48 per cent. of the whole number. In the 
preceding year almost the same result was witnessed, the 
children of foreign parentage making 65,91 per cent. of the 
plural births of that year. 


o 
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The following table, giving the number of triple births 
reported since 1853, together with their sex and parentage, 
may not be uninteresting : — 


SEx. PARENTAGE. SEx. PARENTAGE. 

Retire i Ph || YEARS. 

M. | F. | Fathers. | Mothers. M. | F. | Fathers. | Mothers. 
1853. ..| 1 | 2 | Native. | Native. || 1868 ..| 3 | ..]| Native. | Native. 
1856. . .| 3 Fess “ = 1869 .. 3 “4 
1856. . 3 | Irish. Trish. 1869 .. 3 | Irish: Trish. 
1857 . 3 | Native. Native. i era Pa: 2 | Native. Native. 
1860 1 2 " aa 1873 1 2 | Irish. Trish. 
1863 . 3 | Irish Trish. 1874 3 | Native. Native. 
1865 3 af . 1875 2 1 WN. 6. N. 8. 
1866.../] 1 2 hi ee A676. 2. ts" s 1 3 4) Native. N. B. 
1867 2/1 “ « 18 | 33 


It will be seen that in 7 instances all 3 children were 
females; in 3 all were males; in 5, one in each was a male, 
the others females; and in each of the remaining 2, two were 
males. In 8 instances both parents were native born; in 
7, both were born in Ireland; in 1, both were natives of 
Nova Scotia; and in the last, the father was a native, and 
the mother was born in New Brunswick. 

In 14 instances one or more of the children died soon 
after their birth. Nothing could be learned concerning 
two others; while the last—the 3 males born in 1856, — 
“all are alive” (as averred by the gentleman who com- 
municates the information), “and kicking.” The following 
account of the whereabouts and condition of these children, 
given by a resident of the same town in Maine, is worth 
repeating : — 


Sir, —In regard to the triplets of ——, I will tell you what I know 
of them. The father and mother were both born in Maine, where the 
mother and her sons now live, the father having died some 13 or 
14 years ago. The children were 21 years old in July last, and 
are named Charles Sumner, Henry Wilson, and Benjamin Franklin 
—. They are rugged and healthy boys, about 5 feet 10 inches in 
height, and weigh about 175 pounds. They are good-looking, well- 
proportioned, and so much resemble each other as to render it diffi- 
cult to distinguish one from the other. They are good scholars, and 


where they attend schools they stand at the head of their classes. 


They are ambitious, energetic, industrious, having good morals, good 
manners, and to all appearances seem destined to rise above the com- 
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mon standard of manhood. The case of these triplets seems to be 
rather an uncommon one. That they should all live to become men, 
have the reputation of being the best scholars in the agricultural col- 
lege which they attend, is certainly an incident worth recording. 


TABLE IV. STILL-BIRTHS. 


Males. | Females. | Unknown Males. | Females. |Unknown. 

January .. 29 Lee ansics aed RI ULY oo sete ete 21 Ds” |) sao, shame 

February .. 28 20 2 August 18 peel Ne tarmac er 

VEEP CR OS ees, te 33 15 2 September. . 20 Var} she tees 

Gy alls ee 24 16 1 Oetober ... 15. 13 <0 gre 

May. ees 22 17 1 November . . 18 1g 8 Aiea 
June .... 20 POV Pac satet December . . 18 25 1 
“LOCAL ge alten 266 196 7 


It will be seen that there were reported at this office 
during the past year only 469 still-births, 22 less than were 
recorded in the preceding year. The ratio of these births 
was 1 in 22.45 of those born alive. The decrease in the 
number of still-births reported. during the last three years 
has been a great one, and is doubtless owing to a failure in 
reporting them for record, as required by law, and not to a ~ 
decrease in the number of the births. How large a number 
have been withheld from the record may be judged from 
the fact that in 1872 there were recorded 560; in 1873, 
515; in 1874, 642; and in 1875, 541. In 1876 the number 
of these cases had diminished to 491. The new law regard- 
ing the registration of vital statistics, which went into effect 
May Ist, 1878, will doubtless remedy this serious defect, 
which has existed for the last two or three years, and render 
the Boston records what they had previously been, — full 
and complete. The parentage of these children was: 
American, 189; Irish, 159; British American, 22; English, 
20; German, 14; Scotch, 3; Italian, 3; other foreign, 13; 
unknown, 46. In 23 instances the children were of colored 
parents. The ratio of colored still-births to the colored 
children born alive was 1 in 7.05; while among the whites 
the ratio was 1 in 23.25. There were four instances of twin 
births, one of which was colored. In three instances the 
parents were native-born, and the other Irish, 
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MaRRIAGES IN 1877. 


The number of marriages recorded during the past year 


was 2,873, —a decrease ef 408) frome the number registered 


in 1876. The number of marriages recorded in each of the 
last 20 years will be seen in the following table : — 


a 6 9)001-) 1888 care 5 32s 9,025 | 1868. ...... 3,759 | 1873 . . 4,469 
a 3,092 | 1864 wb 8,606. | 4800-. <3...) BO7e | ASTAA: «. av oo'ete 4,080 
Meee. sk 3,148 | 1865. .... MOMOG T ISTO Gatco 4002 | I816 «Se os 3,480 
Ng. 5s S700 1800. AON IRI oo eet. \,287 WGiGrais. ) oak 2,988 
meee, SG WOT... 5 2s 8,184 | 1872. 6.4. . AAIO ESTE: oe aie. « 2,873 


The period of annexation of neighboring towns to Boston 
commenced with 1868. The yearly average of marriages 
during the 10 years ending with 1877 was 3,835. The 
yearly average of the preceding 10 years was 3,159. This 
last period embraced the time of the civil war, and undoubt- 
edly affected to a considerable extent the marriage-rate. 
Were it not for this fact, there can be little doubt that there 
would have been recorded nearly as large a number of mar- 
riages during that period, in a population at that time of less 
than 210,000, as is seen at the present time, with a popula- 
tion at least 150,000 larger. 

The following exhibits the ratio of marriages to the popu- 
lation in each of the last four census years : — 


eS ee ey ee 


1 in 39.31 1 in 38.50 1 in 36.38 1 in 49.13 | 1 in 62.68 


The marriages in the several quarters are seen in the 
following : — 


1sT QUARTER. 2D QUARTER. 3D QUARTER. 4TH QUARTER. 
January..... yk Ou) | Pe eer PAPUA ois ey a 234.) October .) aici «) 308 
meuruary . . . . 280) May. .'. 6... 247 | August ..... 191 | November. . . . 302 
Deere. ys’. see 10 Eat ei ot ye earn aay oe 257 | September. . . . 259] December. . . . 203 


Motels esa! S91 Totalht 354 6 4 735} Totals .... . 684 Totaly okales « 813 
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The daily average of marriages in 1877 was 7.873 in 
1876, 8.17; and in 1875, 9.36. 


TABLE V. BIRTHPLACES OF THE PARTIES. 


BIRTHPLACES OF BRIDES. 


: 7 . SO eld 
BIRTHPLACES 3 | 8 gq jae yo. 
GROOMS & joie rg 2 REIS a E 3 
on Sno) | | TEL So) 2 | ge ea 2 
2 ag Mee ey oe ea oF = 2s\41 3 = 
ro) S ~ qs = 5) a o mA ° o 
sa) a oO |A AH [aie 6 |O |p] & a 
Boston . «+e. 245 86 86} 11 50 1 46 Zit oe 527| 18.34 
Other placesinState| 108} 158; 111] 6 30] 2 52; 5) 2 474) 16.50 
Other States ... 141 145 258) 16 29 1 82 1 2 1 676} 23.53 
England and Wales 25 21 14] 17 16 a 12 5 2 113} 3.93 
Ireland 2)... «. 49} 17 18} 11} 459] 2 28] . 584) 20.33 
Scotland ..... vi 4 Shera 7108 8 7 40| 1.39 
British America. .| 42) 21) \ 31] 6) 25/ 3] 76 : 1} 205} 7.18 
Germany and af 
Hurope.... 35 7 16} 12 16).> Al 13) 105). 2]. .- 205| 7.18 
Other foreign places Wey ys 6). i ps. 8} 4) 19]... 49; 1.72 
TEOSAIS su oben 659 463 545} 80 633} 19 325} 122} 25 2| 2,873 
Percent. .. .|' 22.94) 16.12) 18.97) 2.78) 22.03 35 11.31] 4.25} .87) .07) . . . | 100.00 


The native-born grooms in 1877 make 58.37 per cent. of 
the whole number, — a considerable increase compared with 
the preceding year, when the same class made 53.64 per 
cent. of all the grooms of that year. 

The increase in the number of native-born brides is in 
nearly the same proportion, having increased from 53.34 
per cent. of the whole numlher in 1876, to 58 per cent. 
of all the brides in 1877. A great difference is also ob- 
served in the number of Irish-born grooms. In 1876 these 
grooms made 24.45 per cent. of all the grooms ; but in 1877 
the ratio had fallen to 20.33 per cent. A like change, and 
nearly to the same extent, is noticed in regard to the 
brides of Irish birth. 

There is but a slight variation in the proportion of the 
grooms of English and of Scotch birth, from the exhibit in 
the preceding year. There was an increase of German 
grooms, from 5.20 per cent. of all the grooms in 1876 to 
7.13 per cent. in 1877. 
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TABLE VI. AGES OF THE PARTIES. 


AGES OF BRIDES. 


AGES OF GROOMS. oo ‘ 3 

rs a 3 S$ 3 S z a 3 

= EG RS Oe ae a i) aps 

os OO eR a a a a Be) 
Under 21 . . . . . . . 4 6 53 . . . . . . . . . . . . * e . . . . 59 2.05 
Mae ss sw | 271" 120 ™| 14 2 1|...|...|] 846| 29.45 
EE 7| 559| 381 60 Sr re a 1| 961] 38.45 
0 Oi 904) 3801 O81) 19 1. sed ee |e ood 088] 28.05 
40 to 50 . *. . . . ° * ° . e . 18 47 99 42 3 . * . . * . 209 fag 
ee ee 1 7| 11 80}. i rg eee 78 | 2.72 
ae 5 ky eee 10 7 5 Be oel Bl. (8 
Over 70 . *. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . * . . 1 3 . . . . . . 4 14 

Totals. ......{| 411/1,555} 708) 441) 971] 23 7 1 | 2,873 

Percent. .....| 1.43 | 54.12] 24.64] 15.35 | 3.38 | .80| .24] .04].. .|100.00 


Of the whole number of grooms, 59 were under 21 years 
age, an increase of 11 compared with the preceding year, 
making 2.05 per cent. of all the grooms. Of this number, 
5 were 18 years of age; 10 were 19 years of age; and 44 
were 20 years of age. 

The whole number of minor brides was 41, —5 less than 
were recorded in 1876. Nine of these were 16 years of age, 
and the remaining 32 were one year older. 

The selections made by some of the couples are very curi- 
ous, verifying the old adage, perhaps, that love is blind. Of 
the 846 grooms between 21 and 25 years of age, 14 married 
brides over 30, two married brides over 40, while another 
chose a companion of the ripe age of over 50. On the 
other hand the older grooms exhibited their predilections in 
a different direction, manifesting, perhaps, a more fastidious 
taste in their selections. Of the 28 grooms between 60 and 
70, one seemed to have no trouble in bearing away as a 
prize a spinster who had not reached her 25th year. Ten 
others were united to brides between 30 and 40; 7 became 
husbands to those between 40 and 50; 5 others chose as 
their brides those between 50 and 60; and the remaining 5 
contented themselves with brides of their own mature age. 
There were 4 grooms of threescore years and ten, one of 
whom married a bride who had not reached her 50th year ; 
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the other three were united to brides on the shady ‘side 
of 50. 


TABLE VII. NUMBER OF TIMES MARRIED. 


BRIDES. 
GROOMS. 

First. |Second.| Third. | Fourth.| Totals. 

PEPER IDAVTATO’ & 2.) s/s is ese) neeae cals es 2,178 | 175 9 2,362 
GCOMUIUALTISC Ore h eialice ne Su fetch areas tee ital ie 309 152 4 M 466 
ACIP CAV AYTIOVO tts noth sue Ms neles tte selte ms meme 19 21 3 43 
ID OULEM MATTING Otis e es) sels a one tel ots Meee 1 1 2 
PEOUAIS -chts theta sms vee. it Us itvts cane mer te meres cre 2,507 348 17 1 2,873 


It will be seen by the above table that there were 9 
grooms who signalized their first appearance in the matrimo- 
nial market by marrying brides who had been twice 
widowed; and another who took as his second wife one who 
had survived three. husbands. One groom chose a spinster 
as his fourth wife, and another, of like experience, was 
united to a bride who had been twice a widow. 

Of the whole number of grooms 11.45 per cent., and of 
the brides 12.74 per cent. had been previously married. 

There were 77 marriages in which both parties were 
black, and. 66 in which the grooms were black and the brides 
white. There were 101 marriages of this character in 1876. 
The ratio of colored marriages to the colored population 
was 1 in 26.88; in 1876 it was lin 24.75. The ratio of white 
marriages to the white population was 1 in 65.02. The aver- 
age age of the colored grooms (only one of whom was a 
minor, 19 years of age) was 29.70 years. 

Of the grooms, 2,440 were residents of Boston; 275 
resided in other towns in the State, and 158 belonged out of 
the State. Of the brides, 2,601 belonged to Boston; 168 
came from other parts of the State, while 104 were residents 
of other States. 

In 377 instances the brides were older than the grooms. 

The number of certificates of intentions of marriage 
issued was 3,348, —a decrease of 43 from the number issued 
1218767211 of these certificates were used in other towns 
of the Commonwealth, but are recorded in this office in a 
book prescribed by law for that purpose. 
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a + DEATHS IN 1877. 


| The number of deaths during the past year was 7,284, +a 
* P decrease of 919 from the number reported in the preceding 
_ year, and no less than 1,674 below the number registered in 
_ 1875. Accorded to the estimated population before given, 
Viz., 860,000, the death-rate will be seen to have been 20.23. 
in 1,000, or one death in each 49.42 of the whole popula- 
tion. The death-rate in the preceding year was 22.35 in 
. ye “1,000, or 1 death in each 38.17 of the estimated population 
of that year. This result indicates & very favorable condi- 
tion of the public health, and exhibits the lowest death-rate 
. that has been seen for the last 30 years. 
‘The number and percentage of deaths in each quarter, 
compared with a similar statement of the preceding year, 
__-will be seen in the following : — 


Ist QUARTER. 2d QUARTER. 8d QUARTER. 4th QUARTER. 


1877. | 1876.|| 1877. | 1876.|| 1877. | 1876.|| 1877. | 1876. 


SS) ee eee ee 2 ee eee ee 


‘No. of deaths .. .| 1,720| 2,287 || 1,602 | 1,789 || 2,303 | 2,367 || 1,659 | 1,820 
Percentage ....| 23.61 | 27.27|| 21.99 | 21.81|| 31.62] 28.73|| 22.78 | 22.19 


The number of deaths that occurred in the first quarter of 
_ the past year was 517 less than was reported in 1876. A 
___ considerable increase in the percentage of deaths in the third 
quarter is also observable. 
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An examination of the foregoing table will show several 
very interesting facts. It will be seen that 3,653 of the 
decedents (making 50.15 per cent. of the whole number) 
were under 20 years of age. It will also be observed, that 
the decedents of Irish parentage make 20.17 per cent. of all 
who died, while those of native parentage make only 16.36 
per cent. Another noticeable fact is that concerning the 
children who died on the day of their birth. Of these, 155 
in number (making 2.13 per cent. of all the decedents), 109 
were males, and only 46 females. 

Another interesting fact shown in the table is, that 24.83 
per cent. of all who died (nearly one-quarter) were under ~ 
one year. The uniformly large mortality of children under 
one year is seen in the following statement of the deaths in 
each of the last 28 years : — 


Years. Per cent. Years. Per cent. Years. Per cent. Years. Per cent. 
1850 . 2... 23.97 PED er ass he. 2 24.51 18645. 6 «0s 21.03 ASTL. eel cterin 27.12 
POUL a ve 2 ve 24.25 JB58) Soest aye 23.70 ESGD Keele. % 23.05 ISTSi ie teh anys 26.66 
MRO eens » 23.02 1809 6 eee 22.55 ASO8) ioicta te. 23.56 DEY Rae Pal soar 26.25 
iS 24.83 te 26.60 WSO fgets cs one 22.93 STA deere 28.19 
Se 22,11 TOOL 0) 5) a. 5 26.61 TOORi si. 0 52 25.40 LOU! alee ged 25.26 
1855 25.61 TBOZ%. so 8 22.18 S690. 2 2 ee 24.82 AGTO sae" « 91.0 24.82 
TBOG, sis 2» « 23.91 : LS ae ie age 21.15 STi uw 8 26.88 TREY ate <<) axe 24.95 


So far as the infantile mortality indicates the public 
health, the above table shows that there has been little 
change in that regard for the last’ twenty-eight years. 
Since 1868, the year in which Roxbury was annexed to Bos- , 
ton, there has been almost an uniform increase of infantile 
mortality, perhaps not larger than might have been looked 
for in a greatly enlarged population. During the period 
beginning with 1850, and ending with 1867, — eighteen 
years, — the mortality of children under one year made a 
yearly average of 23.64 per cent. of all the deaths in the 
same period. Since the last-named year the yearly average 
has been 26 per cent. 

The decedents between 1 and 5 years made 16 per cent. 
of all who died; while those between 5 and 10 made only 
3.97 per cent. Only 5.24 per cent. of all who died were 
between 5 years and 20. In each period, except that be- 
tween 5 and 10 (when one more female died than males), 
the male decedents were more than the females, the excess 
being 284. In the same periods of the preceding year the 
male decedents exceeded the female by 180. 
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The female decedents in the above table exceeded the 
males by 207. In two decennial periods only, — between 
50 and 70, — the males exceeded the females by 31 in the 
first, and 13 in the second. In the first-named period, be- 
tween 20 and 30, the females exceeded the males by 44; in 
the following period, by 28. In the period between 70 and 
80, the excess had increased to 73; in the succeeding one, 
to 60; and in the period between 90 and 100 the difference 
was 22. Of the two centenarians, one was a male, and 
the other a female, — both of Irish birth. 

Of all the decedents contained in the foregoing table those 
of native birth make 24.73 per cent. If to these are added 
the decedents of native parentage, given in Table VIII., the 
combined number will make 41 per cent. of all who died. 
In like manner, if the Irish-born decedents (making 17.16 
per cent. of all who died) be added to the children of the 
same parentage, both will make 37.83 per cent. of the whole 
mortality. The whole number of foreign-born decedents 
(including all, under 20 years, of foreign parentage, and 
half of those designated as ‘‘ unknown,” in this and the pre- 
ceding table), make 57.50 per cent. of all who died. 

In the first period named in Table IX. the native-born 
decedents exceeded all others by 240. In the succeeding 
period the foreign-born exceeded the native by 88. In each 
of the succeeding periods (except that between 80 and 90, 
in which the native-born decedents show an excess of 48) 
the foreign-born decedents exceeded the native-born, notably 
in the period between 40 and 50, where the difference 
was 124. 

Of the 260 who died above 80 years of age, 151 were 
native-born. 
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In four months only, — January, March, October, and 
December, — the female decedents exceeded the males. In 
the first quarter 14 more females died than males, and in 
the fourth quarter 27. In the second and third quarters 
the males exceeded the females by 66 and 51 in each re- 
spectively. | 


TABLE XI. DEATHS IN WARDS AND PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. 


S| 3 eet SE 
< 3 why tie Bell ro nt MEA NSTITUTIONS, 3 a 
eB} a le [é@ lle |.8 |2°| a8 a| 2 
1} 218 | 2.99 | 4.07 || 14] 280] 3.84 5.47 || City Hospital. ...| 329 |) 
2 302 | 4.15 | 4.51 15 241 | 3.31 4.03 || Mass. ‘ era Wee of) 
3 | 207 | 2.84 | 3.27 || 16 | 275 | 3.78 4.29 || Bt. Mary’s Inf. Asy. | 117 
4} 206 | 2.83 |} 3.26 |} 17 | 189] 2.59 4.02 || Consumptive Home. 54 
6 | 203 | 2.79 | 3.29 |} 18 | 144] 1.98 8.82 || DeerIsland..... 46 
6| 413 | 5.67 | 5.16 |] 19 | 388 | 5,33 5.47 || Carney Hospital. . 32 
7] 296 | 4.06 | 3.64 || 20 | 284] 3.91 | 449 || Rainsford Island ..| 30 a 
8 | 281 | 3.86 | 3.54 || 21 | 221 | 3.03 3.38 || Lunatic Hospital. . 15 
9 | 240 | 3.29 | 3.68 || 22 | 277 | 8.80 8.49 || New Eng. Hospital. 13 
10 | 153 | 2.10 | 3.05 || 238 | 224 | 3.07 3.60 || Homeopathic ‘ ° 3 
11 | 184 | 2.53 | 4.05 || 24 | 241 | 3.31 3.93 || St. Elizabeth’s‘* . 17 
12} 349 | 4.79 | 4.84 || 25 | 102] 1.40 | 1.81 || Other Institutions .| 102 | J 
13 | 481 | 6.60 | 6.34 oe 


6,399 | 87.85 | 100.00 885 


In each of six wards —6, 7, 8, 12, 13, and 22— the 
percentage of the deaths was larger than the percentage of 
the population in each of those localities, although in a 
slight degree in each instance. It will be seen that 12.15 
per cent. of the entire mortality occurred in the various 
hospitals and public institutions. Of the deaths in these 
institutions (885) 28.14 per cent. occurred in those devoted 
to the care and support of destitute children. 

Perhaps no more curious result is witnessed in relation to 
vital statistics than that which is seen regarding the mor- 


tality of the colored population. In 1876, for the first time 


in several years, the births exceeded the deaths, although by 
only 3. In the past year, however, there were 12 more 
deaths than births. The number of colored decedents was 
174, — 84 males and 90 females, — an increase of 20 deaths 


. 
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compared with the preceding year. The ratio of these 
deaths to the colored population was 1 in 28.73. Another 
interesting fact to be noticed is, that while among the white 
decedents the males exceed the females, the contrary is the 
case in regard to the colored. 
It will be seen by the following table, that no less than 
- 85.63 per cent. of the colored decedents died from tubercu- 
lar diseases. The table also exhibits the percentage of 
deaths from each class of diseases, compared with the aggre- 
gate mortality from the same class. The statement is worth 
studying : — 


2 E 
DISEASES, 3 E E E DISEASES. 33 E i 
Sh | Be Se | Be 
Ss) Silt F 
Viper yy nk ei et, ea SOc 22.41 | 26.99 || Of digestive system .....]| 6.32 4.68 
OLENA Ao ey page ence ene c 1.15 | 3.28 || Of urinary organs. ..... 1.15 | 2.90 
ERUDerCUular csr. sas6, ssw hiss $5.63 | 23.11 || Of children... ..+... 4.02 | 3.49 
Orebr alive sis emer 6.90:| 10:17 |) -Ofthemped: 7)... ab. 2.30 | 2.95 
Of circulatory system ....| 4.60] 4.17 || Of organs of locomotion. . .} 1.15 51 
Of respiratory system ... .| 12.07 | 11.23 || Deaths from violence ....| 2.30} 4.07 


Only those classes of diseases from which the colored de- 
cedents died, are given in the above table. 

The distinctive characteristics of the two races are very 
clearly contrasted in the following table : — 


1877. 1876. 
Births. Marriages. Deaths. Births. Marriages. Deaths. 
No. living to| No. living to|No. living to) | No. living to| No. living to| No. living to 
one birth. | one mar- | one death. one birth. | one mar- | one death. 
riage. riage. 
VV ILO Mt. ns 34.24 63.85 49.96 82.62 60.11 43.02 
Colored... 80.86 26.88 28.73 31.85 24.75 32.47 


se. 


The daily average of deaths in 1877 was 19.96. In the 
preceding year the average was 22.47. 
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PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF DEATH. 
ZYMOTIC DISEASES. 


The deaths from zymotic diseases made 26.99 per cent. of 
the whole mortality. In the preceding year the deaths from 
these causes made 30.25 per cent. of the whole number in 
that year. The total mortality from diarrheal disorders, 
together with the various localities in which the deaths oc- 
curred, are seen in the following : — 


\ 


>| , Vs - 
Bole (ao oe eit g |B 

WARDS. R ifs] 4 = ad WARDS. f 183] 2 = aj 

ma [eel & @ re 2 |28) & ® | 

° Ow 3 m we) ° Oo*# 3 n 3 

ao) Fs Pa ° el *  leet Oeh ae > ° 

5 |Ssl] a A HH o |O8} A A & 
ks. @Gy aie 19 4 9 82 pe Bh Re Gales 23 7 1 31 
Ditelio as ons 25 1 6 2 34 LODE, ockicten. 28 1 7 5 41 
ak ets 15 1 4 6 26 LG¥p ee ne 22 7 3 82 
ee ACA eee 15 2 6 2 25 LT ib sAin aches 14 4 2 20 
ie aL F 21 3 5 27 18 gry ae tees 1 af 1 1 4 
Ute abe st eee 45 u 11 5 62 DR Sg ere 37 12 10 60 
Lue er ksirs a 35 2 11 14 62 20 Gash curcm cme 28 8 4 40 
Shimehemelss 28 1 T 9 45 D1 ee tures hae 8 6 9 23 
SS. eee GAG 16 2 18 36 22a tes esa 83+}. ll 14 58 
LGiemteus ants 9 uy 4 4 18 Diet yite tallstits 33 1 4 12 60 
iW LA AEA ee 8 2 3 13 DA Vie phe tag 15 4 5 24 
NL Divomae ys ete ars 33 16 2 51 PAY PS aE 11 3 3 17 
BRA yn ete 389 4 9 6 58 Public Inst. 2 25 14 41 


ee | | — | ---- 


Cholera Infantum. —The number of deaths from this 
cause was 563,—an increase of 21 over the number recorded 
in 1876,— making 7.73 per cent. of the whole mortality. 
There were 108 deaths (19.18 per cent. of the whole num- 
ber) in Wards 6, 7, and 8. These wards contain a com- 


paratively restricted area, but a large population, — about — 


45,000. There were only 17 deaths in Wards 10 and 11, 
which contain a population of about 25,000. ‘There were 16 
deaths in Ward 9, comprising the elevated ground of Beacon 
Hill, and forming one of the most opulent districts of the 
city. There was but one death from this cause in Ward 18, 
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F - 8 in Ward 21, and 11 in Ward 25 (Brighton). The deaths 


from this cause in the three South Boston wards (138, 14, 
15) made 15.98 per cent. of all the deaths from this cause. 

Cholera-morbus.—There were but 17 deaths thus re- 
ported, 4 less than were returned in 1876. 

Diarrhea and Dysentery.— The number of deaths from 
these two causes was 350, — 184 of the former, and 166 of 
the latter, —an increase of 76 compared with the preceding 
year. There were 8 deaths from these causes in Ward 10, 
5 in Ward 11, 8 in Ward 14, 6 in Ward 17, 2 in Ward 18, 
and 6 in Ward 25. 

In the two East Boston wards the ratio of deaths from the 
causes named in the foregoing table was 1 in 7.83 of the 
whole mortality in those wards from all causes. In the 
three Charlestown wards (8, 4, 5) the ratio was 1 in 7.90. 
In Wards 6, 7, 8, the ratio was 1 in 5.86. In the three 
South Boston wards (13, 14, 15) the ratio was 1 in 7.71. 
In Wards 9, 10, and 11, localities uniformly exhibiting a 
moderate death-rate, the ratio was 1 in 8.61. In Wards 12, 
16, 17, 18, and 22 the ratio was 1 in 7.96. In the three Rox- 
bury Wards the ratio was 1 in 7.26. In Dorchester, 1 in 10; 
in West Roxbury, 1 in 4.48, and in Brighton, 1 in 6. 

Croup and Diphtheria. — The number of deaths thus re- 
ported was 482 (a decrease of 265), making 6.62 per cent. 
of the whole mortality. The deaths in the several wards 
are seen in the following :— 


- Waxrpbs. Croup. | Diphtheria.| Totals. WARDS. Croup. | Diphtheria.| Totals. 
A oe 2 26 28 gE er a 4 rt 21 
a Sea « 1 9 Cees | Os 0 ne 5 22 QT 
ue ie ee 2 12 14 1 hare Moire 10 15 25 
is ye eee 3 10 13 ty A aie bak 1 PY f 8 
Diggs es 3 a 7 1 | ae CS 1 8 9 
PrN ite s. <5 5 6 11 WOe cr wt ete ‘i 25 82 
Wieaeige e+ ¢ 7 12 19 ZOO) et eh ve’ ee 12 33 45 
(5) 6 14 20 Alva et tree 2 21 23 
Doig, 6 oie 2 2 4 Liha emial < 3 34 37 
Ul ae orien 5 5 20-14 ss 1 18 19 
Bists s+ so aeaice 10 10 yi MS oro ere 3 24 27 
Tes hss es 5 14 19 BO gee ay's I 5 6 
Beacems es 12 27 89 Public Inst 4 4 
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It will be remembered that during the past year appre- 
hensions were frequently expressed concerning the prev- 
alence of diphtheria. The above table shows that Wards 9, 
10, 11, 17, 18, and 25 were nearly exempt from these dis- 
eases, there having occurred in those wards only 42 deaths 
from them. In Wards 9, 10, and 11 the ratio of deaths from 
these diseases to the mortality from all causes in the same 
places was 1 in 30.37. In Wards 17 and 18 the ratio was 
1 in 19.59. It will be remembered that the above-named 
wards, with the exception of Ward 9, embrace a territory 
seriously complained of on account of its bad drainage. In 
_ the East Boston wards (1 and 2), the ratio was 1 in 13.69 ; 
in Charlestown (3, 4, and 5), it was 1 in 18.12. In the 
South Boston wards (138, 14, and 15), the ratio was 1 in 
11,52. 

Measles. —'There were but two deaths from measles re- 
ported, one in Ward 9, and the other in Ward 13. 

Meningitis, Cerebro-spinal.— There were 23 deaths re- 
ported from this cause, an increase of 10 compared with the 
preceding year. 

Scarlatina. —The number of deaths thus reported was 
113, a decrease of 319 from the number registered in the 
preceding year. The number of deaths in each ward willbe — 
seen in the following : — 


WARDS. Deaths. WARDS. Deaths. WARDS. Deaths. 

1h lo a gates 7 1B OA Dm oe 6 DO" ayes eae 8 
Be ee et T 5 Ey ee Or 3 74 eS T 
aS a Re | iste 6 22. kt ae 13 
a ae ae 2 I4..... 10 28 5. io oe 5 
1) SOR ae oe 4 Ls vee 6 24) 25505 6 
Ties 4 ats 1 166 iiieee eae | 26 io. ieee 3 
Rei aaa 3 LA ae 1 Public Inst. . 5 7 
Tae eee 2 18 i. ye 1 

slike Reg te aes 3 19-7.05 texte x 5 113 


Typhoid Fever.— The number of deaths from this cause 
was 157, an increase of 9 over the number of the preced- 
ing year. There were 13 deaths in East Boston; 8 in 
Charlestown; 21 in South Boston; 22 in the three North- 
end wards (6, 7, and 8), and only 15 in Wards 8, 9, 10, and 
11. In Wards 17, 18, 19, and 2U, there were five deaths in 
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each. There were 2 deaths in Ward 22, and the same 
number in Ward 25. The mortality from typhoid fever 
makes 2.16 per cent. of the deaths from all causes. The 
percentage of deaths from this disease in each of the last 18 
years is seen in the following table. There were no reports 
issued in 1860 and 1861. ‘The table embraces a period of 
eight years before the annexation of Roxbury, in 1868, and 
the ten years following the incorporation of Dorchester, 
West Roxbury, Brighton, and Charlestown, with Boston. 


ne 4 re} +3 ye; ve 

wn S| , = , = : a a ; a 

a 5 z 5 z 3 Zz 3 2 5 z 5 

< he oS bh Fe he i] He a ri s te 

<>} o o Oo o o v o o o vo o 

val fy val 4 al Ay val Ay a ey a ov 

| 
1858. . .| 1.95 ||1863. .| 2.77 ||1866.]| 2.81 |/1869.| 2.50 |/1872.| 2.83 ||1875.| 2.58 
1859. 1.98 ||1864. .| 2.29 ||1867.] 2.06 ||1870.! 2.75 ||1878.] 3.09 ||1876. 1.80 
1862. 2.06 ||1865. .| 8.01 ||1868.{ 2.17 ||1871.]| 2.99 ||1874.] 2.70 ||1877.]| 2.16 
| 


The above table shows a remarkable uniformity in the 
mortality from typhoid fever from year to year. So far as 
this disease indicates the sanitary condition of the city, it 
must be obvious that there exists but little reason for the dis- 
mal apprehensions so loudly expressed during the last year 
or two. Notwithstanding the growth of population, defect- 
ive drainage, overcrowded dwellings, with all the adverse 
effects following such conditions, typhoid fever is no more 
prevalent in this city at the present time than it was twenty 
years ago. It will be seen that the annual average of the 
mortality from this disease, during the period embraced in 
the above table, was 2.44 per cent. of the deaths from all 
causes. 

Whooping-Cough. — The number of deaths from this cause 
was 89, an increase of 39 compared with the preceding year. 
There were but 4 deaths in East Boston; 7 in Charlestown ; 
11 in Wards 6, 7, and 8; 10 in Wards 9, 10, 11, and 10; 
18 in South Boston; 12 in Roxbury; 2 in West Roxbury ; 
6 in Dorchester, and 2 in Brighton. 

The following table exhibits the proportion of the deaths 
in each ward from 11 of the principal zymotic diseases; the 
deaths occurring in the several public institutions are not in- 
cluded in the table : — 
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oe n we) ° 3 we) . ne) 

| a = mn =| “s A es a 

WARDS. 3 fe 3 a 3 = 3 = 3 

. 3 = s < S ® B " S 

ne E Ay e a E os a We 
1 4.42 ens 5.41 11 2.44 16h srs 4.19 21 S| S55 
2 3.55 les 5.41 2 Lesh 4,88 ay Oe 2.50 D2 es, |  OsOe 
3 2.73 See 4.19 13 7.09 iS. 1.16 ZS) ets 4.94 
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It will be seen that the smallest percentage of deaths from 
zymotic diseases in any one ward occurred in Ward 18, and the 
highest in Ward 13, South Boston. No less than 16.34 per 
cent. of the deaths from this class of diseases occurred in 
South Boston; 7.97 per cent. in East Boston, and 7.67 per 
cent. in Charlestown. The deaths in the three North-end 
wards (6, 7, 8) made 15 per cent. of the whole number in 
the wards. In Wards 9, 10, 11,17, and 18, containing a 
large native population, the mortality from zymotic diseases 
made only 10.81 per cent. of the total deaths from these 
causes. While 15.93 per cent. of the deaths occurred in 
Roxbury, only 8.83 per cent. took place in Dorchester. 
West Roxbury is credited with 4.94 per cent., and Brighton 
with 1.80. 


CONSTITUTIONAL DISEASES. 


Cancer. — The number of deaths thus reported was 190, 
— 45 males and 145 females, — a decrease of two in the num- 
ber of males, and an increase of 28 in the number of fe- 
males. The deaths from this cause made 2.61 per cent. of 
the whole mortality. Of all the male decedents, 1 in 81.79 
died from cancer; and of the females, 1 in 24.86. The 
locality of the disease in every instance is for the first time 
exhibited in the Registrar’s report. 
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“TABLE XI. DEATHS FROM CANCER, AGES OF DECEDENTS, AND 
‘ LOCALITIES OF THE DISEASE. 
et, Ages Ages Ages Ages 
\ See a ark BY 
Males. Yrs.|| Stomach ...| 62 || Breast ....{ 59||Mouth ....| 45. 
‘Bladder... . «| 74 Ram Ne CRON 64 ||Neck.....| 63 
o : wi a &+@*et © 81 he 7 @ 66 sf . 48 «“ ee ee 59 
 Bowels ....| 65 “6 Pa ray. tne -| 48 || Neck and lungs] 46 
S\ ee 
Face .....{| 58{| Stomach and 6 ++ .! 68 || sophagus. .| 27 
as ay. a liver oe Oe el 49 
Cea nase axe «| 65 es - +. -+| 841]| Ovaries. ...} 60 
aa : Thigh and liver| 42 
Face andneck.| 178 « ee ee] 47 || Pylorus ...{| 388 
_— Throat... »| 765 
_ Face and groins| 42 . anny 68 ‘8 ate oa 08 
ae Tongue: ...| 67 
ze 4 66 oe STP yer » 74 Rectum. ee 65 
wrth e} - Tongueandjaw| 60 
- Hip oe oe) a 2: @ 58 ae “ U4eien ¥ 31 46 a", 6." «@ 48 
Total males .| 45 ‘ 
Ja aeat 2 a ¢ 46 poses: 6s «46.6 59 sc Pk Wek ee 65 
eas 5) Bl LY eee Chee Pa ae U err eee oy: 
ys? ~ Females. 
Ln) as sé eens fe O04} Stomach so... 176s 
ae Ah ee 0 1) TG 
“6s e108 , ££ e © 63 ‘6 . . 68 “ . 50 
Bowels....]| 60 
a6 a ee. A 41 ss Did 40 66 . 55 
“4 6 . ° . . 71 
“ a8 sa ow ; 52 $6 a 41 “6 . 76 
7 OM eis stat hey 
“ es S09 @ 6 64 és ae att oe 44 “6 . 75 
#6 oe # @ 7 
Liver and lungs} 41 % ® Breast, _ liver, “s sma 48 
© Raver and mes- : me Se andlungs. .| 67 - aye 49 
‘ S . enteric glands] 67 Hears) AL Breast, liver, . asics 
Seermeck ..,..| 44 ie eae man. | and uterus .| 62 
i J “ rae Fay 
_ Q&sophagus..| 47 ee ee] 650 || Breast and 
a shoulder ..| 48 “ rb 73 
ae “ bas 60 “ UE pee Te 63 
hie “ Breast,stomach, “ <1 66 
Rectum Paws? 66 |) Dreast ... «| 87 and arms. .| 56 : x 
{ ‘ 
\ ions se ae eer 85 ¥S oe @© @ 40 Face ore ls & 7 76 
ia an a . 58 
ee le. st 72 ||. es 69 |} Liver. «. 1 .| 76 
. \ “ ¢ oene 
_ Shoulder ...| 58 ee Sar 14 Ue Bae Saree any! 
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66 . . . 58 
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: «¢ ia he 53 
“6 . . . 72 ‘6 . . 54 &6 . . ° . . 29 
; “6 45 
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am -| 66 ae : 65 || Lungs 63° oe . 42 
“ eri: OD “ 53 A Rey 65 “ 89 
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TABLE XIII.— Continued. 


Ages Ages Ages Ages 
LOTUS 2. is-7.- OO.4)' | Uterus i. wines 63:1) Uterus. 1.05). 43 ||.-Uterus’. os. >.) 68 
“cc 37 “cc 43 oe 45 eé 53 
e 44 “¢ 17 és 47 oe 43 
sé 58 oe 37 “é 54 fi + 48 
66 380 “ee 44 ‘6 63 “se 62 
“ce 49 é 55 6é 42 é 43 
ee 42 6eé 55 6s 42 “ 46 
: 48 6 67 ag 42 “6 48 
My Sirs este AS eg ah to} 66 ee «| 451) Ve gine eaten 

Seas te og aOO SOP Ley Ga apace GP 6 ee le | 660 |} Vagineaneerec- 
tums asters 45 

- 45 “6 57 ss 64 

Vagina - and 
OY oo Gale raid fe #10) ¢ Fou sce eee f SO Oe ee oie! | SRD uterus: 4 ais | 704 
ae Sey a ee RO Crea Sap 44 ie Py eee 43 Total females | 145 


Consumption. — There were 1,273 deaths from this cause, 
— 595 males and 678 females; an increase of 5 over the 
number of the preceding year, and making 17.48 per cent. 
of the whole mortality. In 1866 the deaths from this dis- 
ease made 15.15 per cent. of the deaths from ali causes in 
that year. Of all the male decedents 1 in 6.18 died from 
consumption, and of the females, 1 in 5.31. 

The sex, age, and percentage of the decedents in the sev- 
eral specified periods of life are given in the following 
table : — 


Ages 3 3 = = a 8 _ 8 S 3 
TO AH ees 3 2 e 8 i) i) = a} 2 2 
Saal aati oe te ean tee Sg 8 s|@2|6 
Gh ya Re eeines M Bac] & uF a] a. | | ac | F a. | # a. |.) vac] 
Deaths*® 5. ss 10} 7 | 22) 14) 4 | 8 | 2/16 ca 84} 194) 224) 1382} 159 0 75 8 42) 32| 48 
IPEPICON Ges la is he 1.384 2.83 94 1.41 | 11.47 32.83 | 22.86 12.18 | 7.86 6.28 


Of all the decedents from consumption 32.83 per cent. 
were between 20 and 30 years of age; or 55.69 per cent. 
were between 20 and 40. Of those under 5 years the males 
exceeded the females by 11. In the succeeding five periods, 
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the females exceed the males by 4 in the first, 14 in the sec- 
ond, 22 in the third, 30 in the fourth, and 27 in the fifth. 
In the two following periods, the males outnumber the fe- 
males by 5 in'the first and 16 in the second. In the next 
period, over 60 years, the females again exceed the males, 
the excess being 16. , 
The birthplaces of those who died from consumption are 
seen in the following table; those under 20 years of age 
are given according to the birthplaces of their fathers : — 


BIRTHPLACES. Deaths.} Per ct. BIRTHPLACES. Deaths.| Per ct. 
United States ....... 601 Maen TIP RORON SS ele ate tee a Xa 6 AT 
BROUMMA ys 5s 6 sie 3 0 oe 475 Dicole tl WIBNOE sy chsis) ¢ sabe ste 5 39 
British America. ..... 91 7.15 OE eee ry Pie Siac sees 1 .08 
Germany and N. Europe . 37 eel SOUANG 4,2 5). ee a 3 .23 
SU a ae ae 30 2.36 Other foreign places ... 3 23 
SMEs bs ge ee 8 13 Be th UPRTIOWI & 3 sig 2 sie 0 7 55 
MS Sine ess 1 | « .08 1,273 | 99.99 


It will be seen that 47.21 per cent of those who died from 
consumption were of native birth, and 87.31 per cent. of 
Trish origin. The whole number of decedents of native 
_ birth was 2,993, of which 601 died of consumption, making 
the deaths of the native-born from this cause to be 20.08 per 
cent. of their whole mortality. The decedents of Irish birth 
from consumption made only 17.24 per cent. of all the deaths 
of the Irish-born. , 

The number of deaths in each ward, together with their 
percentage of the whole mortality in the same localities, are 
given in the following table : — 
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ga | 3 ° 3 ag 5 PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. 3 8 
_ S 5 < S by $ he 
vo o o 
And the al ie se re 
1| 40 | 3.68 || 14 51 4.69 || City Hospital. . . 2... ee 65 | } 
2) 61 5.60 15 29 2.66 || Consumptive Home ...... 51 |, 
8] 44 | 4.04 ]| 16 47 4.32 || Mass. Gen. Hospital ...... 16 
4] 35 3.22 17 43 3.95 |} Carney Hospital ...... 4... 12 
5| 40 | 3.68|| 18 | 24| 2.20 || St. Mary’s Infant Asylum 7 
14.53 
6 | 76 6.99 19 53 4.87 || Rainsford Island........ 6 
7 39 3.58 20 34 3.12 || Deer Island 9..2%.).05t 3 0 Neus reuns 5 
8 55 5.06 21 35 3.22 || Lunatic Hospital. .... a eee 3 
9] 48 4.41 22 40 3.68 || House of Correction ...... 3 
10 | 20 1.85 23 32 2.94 || Other institutions ....... 17 
11 27 2.48 24 35 3.22 
185 
12 63 5.79 25 13 1,19 
13 | 104 | 9.56 
1,088 | 100.00 
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It will be seen that 14.53 per cent. of all the deaths from 
consumption occurred in the several public institutions. Of 
the mortality in the wards, 9.28 per cent. took place in East 
Boston; 15.63 per cent. in Wards 6, 7, and 8; 10.94 per 
cent. in Charlestown, and 16.91 per cent. in South Boston. 
In Wards 9, 10, 11, 17, and 18, embracing 4.12 per cent. of 
the entire occupied territory of the city, and containing 
18.62 per cent. of the whole population, the deaths from 
consumption made 14.89 per cent. of the mortality from this 
cause in the wards. A large portion of the district forming 
these five last-named wards comprises a considerable extent 
of made land, reclaimed from the Back Bay. East Boston 
contains 8.58 per cent. of the whole population of the city ; 
Charlestown, 9.82 per cent., and South Boston 15.84 per 
cent. : 

Hydrocephalus. —The number of deaths thus reported 
was 171,—90 males and 81 females; an increase of 9, 
making 2.35 per cent. of the whole mortality. 

Marasmus and Tabes Mesenterica. — There were 220 
deaths from these causes (an increase of 147 compared with 
the preceding year), making 3.02 per cent. of the whole 
mortality. In 1875 there were 356 deaths reported from 
these causes. 
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LocaL DISEASES. 


Apoplexy and Paralysis. —There were 268 deaths of this 
class, —117 males and 151 females; (an increase of 28), 
making 3.68 per cent. of all the deaths. The number of 
deaths from these causes in each of the last 10 years will be 
seen in the following :— 


| 
YEARS. . 1868 1869|1870|1871|1872] 1872 | 


| | ————— 


165 | 143 | 177 | 179 | 193 | 237 | 241 


1874/1875 |1876/1877 


255 240 268 


Brain, diseases of. —'The number of deaths from this class 
of diseases was 295, making 4.05 per cent. of the whole 
mortality. 

e Heart, diseases of. — There were 285 deaths thus reported, 
— 139 males and 146 females, —a decrease of 84 compared 
with the preceding year, making 3.90 per cent. of all the 
deaths. 

Bronchitis. —The number of deaths from this cause was 
204, —a decrease of 27; making 2.80 per cent. of the 
whole number. 

Pneumonia. — There were 484 deaths reported from this 
disease, —a decrease of 39 from the number of the preceding 
year, and 148 less than were registered in 1875. Although 
the number of deaths was less, the percentage was greater, 
it being 6.64 against 6.38 per cent. of the preceding year. 
The large mortality reported from pneumonia during the 
past two or three years has been noticed by physicians, who 
have expressed surprise at the result. The opinion that the 
disease was attended with greater fatality than formerly has 
led to the compilation of the following statistics. It was 
impossible to obtain the reports of 1838 and 1860. 
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An examination of the above will show that the fatality 
attending pneumonia is no greater at the present time than 
it was 40 years ago. If the above table be divided into 
three parts, the first, embracing a period of 14 years, 
ending with 1850, will show that the annual average per 
cent. of the mortality from pneumonia during that ‘period 
was 6.58. In the succeeding 14 years it was 5.64 per 
cent., and in the last 12 years it was 6.36 per cent. The 
large number of deaths observable in 1868, and onwards, 
will be recognized as consequent on the annexation of neigh- 
boring towns to the city of Boston, which began in that 
year. 

Enteritis. — There were 93 deaths reported from this 
cause, an increase of 15 compared with the preceding year. 
Adding to the foregoing those that died from peritonitis 
(51), gastritis (25), and “disease of the bowels” (11), the 
deaths from these causes will make 2.47 per cent. of the 
whole mortality. 

Nephria (Brights Disease).— The number of deaths from 
this disease was 105, — 54 males and 51 females; an increase | 
of 19 over the number reported in 1876. There were also 
34 deaths from nephritis, and 16 returned as “ disease of the 
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kidneys,” making the deaths from urinary causes 2.13 per 
cent. of the whole mortality. 


DEVELOPMENTAL DISEASES. 


Children’s Diseases. —'There were 124 deaths of children 
prematurely born (74 males and 50 females), and 139 from 
“infantile diseases,” — 89 males and 50 females. The most 
of these last had but a brief existence, and concerning which | 
no more specific cause of death could be assigned. The ag- 
gregate number of these decedents was 263,— 163 males and 
100 females ; making 3.61 per cent. of all who died. 

Malformations. —The number of instances thus desig- 
nated was 34— sexes equally divided —a decrease of 25 
from the number reported in 1875. The character of each 
case is given below : — 


Male. | Female. Male. Female. 
POR 5 os a ko 10 9 Malfor’tion of head . Dita ae mene 
Spina bifida ..... 2 3 ss a ws | of, eke aie p Aer. 
Imperforate anus ... 2 1 “ ‘¢ scrotum|...- « « 1 
Malformation of bowels 1 1 Cleft palate... elerees 1 


Puerperal Diseases. — There were 59 deaths from causes 
incident to childbirth,—a decrease of 41 from the number 
reported in 1876. They are classified as follows : — 


AGES. AGES. 


a|/s|38|s a/3|/3]s 

8|2 {ks | 8 SPS aes 

=a/|a/|8]3 a=/a/3/8 
SADOTTION « «6 «ee 1} 1]..| 1,]| Peritonitis...2...%| 2} ¥| 2] $ 

ae (criminal). .| 1]..{ 1] 1] Placentaprwmvia .....} 1] 1]. 2 

Convulsions. .....| 3| 3] 1] 11] Post-partemhem. ....} 1]..]/ 1] 1 
rite ss. +s) 9} 7} 8 | 2 |) Bepticomid ...5.e-) LI] 
Metritis....... ele she ate e Hil |i Notstated . 1. 2 eo oe eet Lie Spd 


ES 


Old Age. — There were 215 deaths thus reported (a de- 
crease of 11),— 69 males and 146 females. 
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DEATHS FROM VIOLENCE. 


Accidents. —The number of accidental deaths was 250, — 
202 males and 48 females (a decrease of 57 compared with 
the preceding year), making 3.46 per cent. of the entire 
mortality. Of the male decedents 6.85 per cent., or 1 in 
14.60 died from casualties. The following table exhibits 
the nature of the accident in each instance : — 


No. No. 
Males. Crushed by falling stone ..... 1 
On TAUTOAdS «2 6. st», 2 ie se 36 ss “ ferry-boat . sais sss 1 
IFO WHE Veyelitn elvan. is Wtoclele re “ 35 Kicked by boy < < ss: secs re 1 
Fell down stairs... 1... sees af By sled while coasting ...... 1 
*¢ from vehicles . < ...-«.- 10 By board in saw-mill ......-. 1 
PIOVOIDY 60, ue ach)-6. bees os ta 9 ‘* falling timber ....+eee-s s H 
Fell from buildings=... 5... . 8 Caught in belt of machinery... . 1 
x WiIndOWS « s°s) se c's) 8 By stick up the nose’. « « s «es 1 
Burned anducalded's « s..¢ vel» eve 8 Injured in:scuffle . ¢ . < seer ame 1 
Killed on elevators ....<6.se-s- 7 From surgical operation. ..... 1 
Exposure and neglect. ...... 3 ‘¢ circumcision . . sess ss i 
Injured at birth ......s+.%s 3 Wound in eye (cause unknown). . 1 
By shooting. .....se-see-s 3 Fell from ladder. ... «ss. eeces 1 
Fall of derricks ......+++--s 3 sc 6 mast-head ....s°s' ss ane ‘| 
‘* from horse-cars....... . 3 64 66) EPO. 5 chee at cee 1 
Kicked by horses ....... Hd 38 s< yailroad bridge “<= )5 995 u 
By ranaway horse Since a, Mp ne 2 ‘¢ through scuttle. ...6 ss. 1 
APPT OSS op) woe ca oe Voce pe 2 “over banisters .*. « « ts aleen 1 
BITITIBEPOKO spr cta va ibn yes lerist ie torre 2 $6 2on-door-steps 2... << ausnenene uf 
Fell frat staging 2... + see 2 By fall of coal bucket. .....-. I * 
WS olstbet A Sei oy Bee 2 - 6 ‘bale of-jute .). sie eens y! 
‘¢ into vessels’ holds ...... 2 ae eS « bay. << «ee i. 
“ onshipboard......+-- 2 64. ‘embankment: .. 3) a yes 1 
By morphine ....++.s+ee-. . 1 sq 60) ‘Doard « s:. ss 6) eee i 
S-DOINM sans wis as ohe yp es 1 6 6 bucket of sand ...4-s x 
‘© poison unknown . » « «+ « + os 1 ‘* plunge into cold water. .... 1 
Suffocated by bedclothes ..... 1 Other accidents ....scsceectae 5 
ff ‘“* yomited matter... 1 
a in lime-kiln: ....... 1 Total males , .; «ers. 202 
Crushed by team ... see eee 1 es. 
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No. No 
Females. Well from, chair <<: ss 0'&/e’ ss 6 u! 
Burned and scalded. ....... 9 ori LOM, HOOPS) 4) ctsh at ace, 0) 5 ten ri 
Fell from windows .......-. 6 By fright from gun report. .... 1 
@imiiinoads. ss... wo ee 5 WP MP TtDIA” 6" a o.'s) ere a,b) © lols 1 
IIMCISVONCAITA 5 5 5c ee se es 3 (ured ab Wilt sir erste.) <aer on 1 
MPOWOEG stew tt tt te 2 COVOPIAIG. 2's 6:14 quasé: dass. dat 1 
Run over by vehicles ....... 2 BIGRVA DUD cAcuilen'ss Une sree ae 1 
Killed in elevators. . . 2... 2s 2 “s chloroform er rer ar aes fa 1 
From surgical Guctations PA EARC 2 pee RININONUAN st «ete ls es. 0) ote 1 
«* drinking cold water..... 1 “« bed-bug poison ......6-. Bt 
*« explosion of boiler .... 1 ‘* poisonunknown ...... 1 
Fell from horse-car ........ 1 Other accident ...ssceccvss 1 
ze MGNGINE” 60 o's «0:0 6 1 
- Site i ee <acie, 1 Total females . . « «oe 0 ee 48 


The number of deaths from accidental causes in each of 
the last ten years will be seen in the following : — 


YEARS. 1868 1869) 1870/1871 |18'72|18'73/1874/18'75|1876|187'7 


ee eee eee eee Oe eee eee eee SS - 


The whole number of deaths of this character during the 
10 years was 2,539; making 3.56 per cent. of all the deaths 
in that period, amounting to 71,244. 

Homicides. —There were 8 deaths of this character,— 
5 males and 3 females, — a decrease of 6. The same num. 
ber of deaths were registered in 1875. 

Suicides. — There were 39 deaths thus reported (37 in the 
preceding year ),— 34 males and 5 females. The methods em- 
ployed in self-destruction are seen in the following table : — 


. c g 

A | A | {ale 

By shooting... ... 13} .| By hanging ....- .|| 4|.| By arsenic. .... aa rag 1 & 
G@rowuing....,| 81 , morphia ....- 2) 3) Jumped from window } 1/. 
cutting throat. ..|} 5]. opium .....-.|/ 1}. 34) 5 


The whole number of suicidal deaths during the last 10 
years was 297, being an annual average of 29.70 deaths. 
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The percentage of deaths from the several classes of dis- 
eases, as seen in the foregoing table, are summarized in the 


following : — 


ZYMOTIC DISEASES. Perct. Perct. | LOCAL DISEASES. 
Miasmatic .... «+. « « 26.47 
Enthetic ......e«+-- 19 
Diletio « «6:00 eso % | Oe 


Perct, Per ct. 


. Of Organs of Locomotion . 


Integumentary system . 


51 
-01 —— 33.96 


DEVELOPMENTAL DISEASES. 
Of Children, ~s2..5 4 sake 


Parasitic eS Ne fe a ee ee Wee ae .01 —— 26.99 


CONSTITUTIONAL DISEASES. ; Women........ 62 
Diathetio . ss 5. «sve 5 8:38 Old people ...... 2.95 
Tubercular. ..... . . 23.11 —— 26.39 Nutrition ....... 185 —— 8.41 

Local DISEASES. VIOLENT DEATHS. 

Of Nervous system. . . .10.17 Accident or neglect. . . . 3.35 
Circulatory system .. 4.17 Suicide. . =... -. see OD 
Respiratory ‘ ~ - 11.23 Homicide ..% «is « +.» om an 
Digestive ae - - 4.68 Surgical operations... . .05 
Urinary “3 -» 2.90 Sunstroke —.) <..s is. jon sage 
Generative ‘“ SP ea0 Not specified ....... 18 —— 4.25 

METEOROLOGICAL SUMMARY FOR 1877. 
TEMPERATURE. S a a 55 
Se || ee || BS > ws 
MONTHS. bo CFA || S85 5 ies 
r " So Bae Iss" i] Sa || ga 
6 | & | 4a || 2 |i dgell cea] 28 | 23 
oe 6 o os aa SEE os rg 
cs) = A. Ay 4 4 4 ov 

January. 50 2 24.2 W. 3.33 13 17 7.73 

February . 56 13 33.6 W. 45 6 il 7.44 

March 57 85 35.1 Ww. 9.79 20 21 8.44 

PAD IIL) oateaten ions 73 29 44,3 KE. 4.19 15 17 7.85 

May ° 86 34 34.9 E. 3.38 17 18 7.79 

1 er eae 92 47 | 66.5 || S.wW. || 3.21 |[” 16 18 6.36 

Slee gis eae wL 57 | 69.9 || W. 2.27 17 19 || 10.75 

PATMIQUAG sn sous 91.5 58 70.7 S.W. 4.49 17 13 11.02 

September .. 88 44 63.9 S.W. 60 8 6 9.85 

October: ... 82 31 51.3 W. 8.84 18 14 7.78 

November .. 66 24 43.8 S.W. 9.62 17 17 7.51 

December... 59 4 36.1 N.W. 1,32 10 T 7.48 

178 100.00 


Yearly means . 74.3 30.1 49.5 Ww. 51.49 173 
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The mean yearly temperature for the year was 49.5°. 
In 1876 it was 47.34°. There were 51.49 inches of rain 
and melted snow. The number of days on which rain or 
snow fell was 173, and the number of cloudy days, 178. 
The rain-fall in 1876 was 48.96 inches. The number of 
rainy days was 164, and the number of cloudy days without 
rain was 31. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


It is not a harmless error that prevails to a considerable 
extent regarding the increase or growth of population. Ap- 
parently Oblivious of the fact that every addition made to 
the living population is also an addition to the aggregate 
wealth of the community, there are those who are forever 
laboring to prevent this growth, under the mistaken idea 
that this condition is antagonistic to their own welfare. It 
is not easy to make such persons appreciate the fact that, for 
every new mouth demanding to be filled, there arises the 
need of additional instruments to meet that want. This is 
the law of supply and demand epitomized; in these simple 
reciprocal relations lies the germinal principle of material 
prosperity. 

History furnishes numerous examples to the effect that 
the prosperity of nations is in proportion to the numbers 
added to their populations, and that it is when artificial 
barriers, of whatsoever character, are erected to hinder this 
increase that the signs of dissolution make their appearance. 
Rejecting the infusion of new blood, refusing community of 
rights and interests, decay and extinction must inevitably 
ensue. Where such views exist is found a congenial soil for 
vicious customs and habits, which are always fatal to the 
natural increase of human beings. When Greece and Rome, 
enervated by luxury, became unable to perpetuate that race 
of men who had been her pride and glory, then began their 
decline and fall. In like manner a similar fate will overtake 
every people or community who shall imitate their example. 
Whether the body politic fails to receive enlargement from 
without, or by natural generation from within, the result is 
the same. 

That the remarkable progress and prosperity of the 
United States are largely owing to immigration scarcely 
admits of a doubt. The commingling of races, the intro- 
duction and adoption of new ideas, and the interchange of 
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sympathies, have served to form a character distinctively 
American, widely differing in many essential features from 
that of all other peoples. Destroy this almagamated charac- 
teristic, which embodies quickness of perception, energy, 
and sustained endurance, and the national character would 
be shorn of its chief strength. | 

The time has gone gone by when the introduction of the 
“ stranger within our gates” should evoke comment. Our 
community has ceased to be a homogeneous one; the 
streams that make up the current of its moral, social, and 
political life are so numerous and varied — not to say of a 
mongrel character — that we simply become fit subjects for 
laughter when we assume a ridiculous superiority, and regard 
the coming of the stranger as intrusive. 

The large cities of the Union are the centres to which the 
vast stream of immigration flows. Boston is one of these 
centres, and yearly adds from this source large numbers to 
its rapidly increasing population. It may surprise some to 
learn that the number of immigrants that landed at this port 
alone from 1850 to 1877, inclusive, was 420,957, or an 
annual average of more than 15,000. 

The following table exhibits the increase of the popula- 
tion in the several towns now forming ‘the City of Boston 
during the five quinquennial periods from 1850 to 1875. 
The total of each column shows the aggregate population at 
each census period : — 


1850. 1855. | 1860. 1865. | 1870. 1875. 


——e ad 


Boston . +. «e+e | 186,884 160,508 177,818 192,324 203,495 224,163 


RROXDULY ste ticie teh -c se‘ 18,873 18,477 25,137 28 ,426 34,722 50,429 
Dorchester 5. « » «see 7,968 8,357 9,769 10,729 12,259 15,788 
Brighton. ae ate ats 2,356 2,895 8,375 3,859 4,970 | 6,200 
Charlestown ..+.sece-e 17,216 21,742 25,063 26,398 28,330 33,556 
West Roxbury ..... .| Roxbury. 4,813 6,310 6,912 8,686 11,783 

POtalS 5 oc, tour gika’ feet 182,797 216,792 247,472 268,648 292,512 341,919 


Roxbury was annexed to Boston in 1868, Dorchester in - 
1870, and Brighton, West Roxbury, and Charlestown in 1874. 
It will be observed that there was a considerable variation inthe 
yearly increase of the population in the several periods. In 
the first period, between 1850 and 1855, the annual increase 
was 3.72 per cent.; in the second, 2.88 per cent.; in the 
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third, 1.71 per cent. ; in the fourth, 1.77 per cent.; and in 
the fifth, 3.38 per cent. In this connection it will prove 
interesting to notice the increase of the population during 
the five periods named in the foregoing table compared with 
the number of immigrants that arrived at this port in the, 
same periods : — 


1850-1854. | 1855-1859. |1860-1864.|1865-1869. 1870-1875. 


—— 


Number of immi- i 
OS re * 113,099 52,613 26,307 71,392 130,195 


Increase of popu- 
n 


fo Le a 18.59 per cent.|14.15 per cent.| 8.55 per cent. 8.88 per cent./16.82 per cent. 


It will be seen that the number of immigrants in the first 
period was 113,099, and the increase of the population 18.59 
per cent. In the following period immigration had declined 
to 52,613, being less than half of that of the preceding five 
years, and the increase of the population was only 14.15 per 
cent. In the succeeding period the number of immigrants 
had further declined to 26,307, — singularly enough, just 
half the number (within one) that had arrived during the 
preceding period, — and the increase of the population be- 
came further reduced to 8.85 per cent. In the following 
five years immigration had increased nearly threefold (to 
71,392), but the increase of the population was nearly the 
same, 8.88 per cent. Finally, during the last period, the 
' immigration had increased only 16.82 per cent., 2 per cent. 
less than the increase in the first period. 

The following table exhibits several interesting facts, 
which deserve to be put on record for future reference, if for 
no other purpose. The array of figures may be somewhat 
dry and bewildering, but they deserve attention from those 
interested in the investigation of vital statistics : — 


CFF ‘GOF FLL‘6SL 913 699 196'02P 693'8ez it aS oF — | oe eT? * Se 
T10‘6 FSZ'L G63 ‘9T c91L‘¢ Oe OL foray.” SS. SSEkr 100°9 60F‘9 ny Gard | 9Te‘s OOT‘L Dar or se Sak 
| 8I1‘s SLL OL 168 ‘ST e> Sic8 SLOT |‘ °° * * “OLSE || Iss ¢19°¢ 6876 961% £60'L Ree ee 
SoF‘st 0Z0°TL 88P'FS 89P‘ST Te ah SN Wala ai eres 2A SFP L e8o‘¢ T80‘eT T60°¢ OF6‘L “fala 
> £23 0G Bag ys OF6‘TS $23 0G LES PE erst 6166 1&0°9 . 096'ST 18‘ 910°8 My 
. GLS ‘TS ZEs‘OL FOL'2P ZFO'LS COO TEs a . = oe hey cOL‘Or ¥00°¢ 69L‘ST 960°L e10'S 95 SAS so Fae 
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H T88“cz 181‘9 899°Ss: F06'°CS F9L'6 ee A ok Ua tS BPG FL LLP‘G 61F'0% 98'S €88"L 2%, Mies tae eee 
A gIP'se 6669 $oe'6s 690°0$ osz'6 f° °° °° OLSE || Fes ‘OL Legg TL8TZ Z60°FT OE 4 See eee 
EB 688'8z P9L‘9 Ss1cs F193 6e1's Pt $5. GOST LEL‘9T 9ce'g £60°C% 80F FT G85‘ “SGP = GENT 
5 9cL‘LT 9TL'9 18°83 SZL'eT 1°8 on? Ain? “COST 9296'S ¢g3°g T¥8‘TS 622‘ Z19°L ee dk | 
A Z03'SL 9619 86861 993°IL wer’g. [°° ° °° LOST || spE‘es €Lg°¢ CLL‘8S 906°T% O00 hae Tien See Saat 
a L00‘ST Oor’9 LOL6L L2¢TL 08‘ ° Jer_-Sh* OORT: |] < PL8'1Z Te8‘F COL‘9S 819°6L L80°L eter See 
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It should be stated that the births and deaths shown in 
the foregoing table include those of all the towns now com- 
prising the City of Boston. The number of immigrants 
include only those arriving from foreign countries. These 
last amount to 420,957, which, with the births, make the 
addition from these sources to be 659,216. Deducting from 
this total the number of deaths that occurred during the 
same period (189,774), the excess of additions will be 
469,442. Of course it will be understood that the whole 
of this number do not become a part of the permanent 
population, and no account is made of the additions from 
domestic sources, nor of the large number who migrate to 
other parts. The design of the foregoing statement is to 
exhibit the general growth of population, both by natural 
increase and by foreign immigration, without making other 
than a general application. 

The actual increase of the population of all the towns 
now composing the City of Boston, during the twenty-five 
years ending with 1875, the last census year, was 87 per 
cent., being an annual average increase of 3.48 per cent. 
If the increase of the two following years were estimated at 
the same ratio, the population in 1877 would appear as 
865,717. Undoubtedly this number is too high. During 
the last three years no less than 18,000 persons left this 
port alone for foreign countries. All of these, of course, 
were not subtracted from the permanent population of the 
city. These facts, with other considerations, render it 
probable that the population of Boston in 1877 was not far 
from the estimate made in another part of this report, viz., 
360,000. 


Brrrus AND MARRIAGES. 


When it is remembered that the birth-rate of Boston in 
1850 was 1 in each 26.40 of the population of that year, 
the great change that has occurred in that particular since 
that time will be obvious. Business depression, or financial 
embarrassments, do not furnish the sole reason for the 
change. Even in 1857, a year of great distress, the birth- 
rate was 1 in 27.50. The conviction cannot be avaided, 
that a closer investigation of the causes of this condition 
than this report is intended to make, will render plain to the 
dullest apprehension that something else than “hard times,” 
or poverty, has tended to bring about this result. There 
is little hope of amendment, it is to be feared, in this par- 


. ticular. The views entertained by a large number concern- 
_ ing the marriage relation, and matters akin to it, seem to be 
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the natural outgrowth of a moral sentiment, which owes its 
origin to an indiscriminate and excessive use of those agen- | 
cies which are designed for the intellectual faculties alone. 
These last have been stimulated by a worse than hot-house 
heat, while the moral perceptions have received little or no 
attention. The result has been, that the conscience, left: 
without rudder or compass, is unable to indicate the right 
direction, or to prevent divergence from the true course. 

It has been frequently observed that the marriage-rate in 
the United States has been gradually declining, which 
shows a wide-spread disinclination on the part of a large 
number of those of a marriageable age to assume the marital 
relation. What is true of the whole country is true of this 
State, and of Boston also. Two causes may exist for this — 
condition, viz.: inability or unwillingness to marry. Cir- 
cumstances may justify the first; there can be few excuses 
for-the second. In either case, the loss to the whole com- 
munity is real and tangible; a loss which might, possibly, 
be expressed in dollars and cents. If there were no growth 
of the population, a decline in the marriage-rate would 
naturally be expected; but there has been no decline. On 
the contrary, there has been a steady expansion, and at the 
same time an equally steady diminution in the marriage-rate. 
The rose-colored notion concerning the inherent nobility of 
human nature, and of its capacities for good, seems hardly 
warranted in the light of the facts here suggested, and 
which can have but one interpretation. In fine, if there 
were no other means by which to gauge the moral and social 
condition of a people than the precise characteristics which 
are everywhere observable, the views and practices concern- 
ing the marriage relation would be sufficient to show that 
the human heart is still “ desperately wicked.” 


INFANTILE MORTALITY. 


Over one-fifth of all who die each year fail to pass the 
first year of their existence. Is this mortality, so unde- 
viating from year to year, inevitable, necessitated by tixed 
physical laws, or is it owing to an ignorance of the laws 
on which health and life depend; or is medical science at 
fault?’ Is it true that the human race, at the very thresh- 
old of its existence, is engaged in a struggle for life, with 
no hope that more than four-fifths will survive their first year? 
To this it can be said that an examination of the mortality 
statistics for a series of years, beginning with 1818, and 
reaching to 1850, will show that the infantile mortality 
during that period was in a much smaller proportion than it 
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is at-the present day. Hence it is certain that there was a 
time when the odds against living were not so many and so 
formidable. If such was the case then, can there be assigned 
any reason why, in view of the great advancement of med- 
ical science, and a far clearer apprehension of the laws of 
health and hygiene, the same condition should not again be 
witnessed ? 

Much is said concerning this woeful condition of the little 
ones. There is, literally, no end to lamentations, expostu- 
lations, and deprecations concerning this wholesale slaughter 
of the innocents; but no practical remedy i is proposed, “and, 
of course, no remedy is applied. It is true that many wise 
and profound dissertations on the laws of health are written ; 
many speculations as to the origin, nature, and duration of 
disease, and the value of curative agents generally, but the 
harvest of death is just as luxuriant as before. Philanthro- 
pists and moralists are eloquent in their protests and plead- 
ings, but the little ones disappear with fearful rapidity just 
the same. Hands are numerous and busy, but they do not 
do what seems to be needed. In short, all the actors in this 
drama seem to be active occupants of a great circumlocution 
office, who have become wonderfully proficient in the occult 
science of not knowing how to do it. 


INFANT ASYLUMS. 


An erroneous impression exists in many minds regarding 
these institutions. Because a large mortality sometimes 
occurs in them, severe and injurious comments have been 
indulged in that would not have been the case after due re- 
flection. Such observations are calculated to injure these 
beneficent charities, by abridging their opportunities and 
means for usefulness. It should not be forgotten that these 
asylums owe their existence to the humane and _ benevolent, 
and were designed for the care of those little ones whom a 
hard fate had deprived of natural protectors, or of any who 
had a desire to sustain that relation. 

Much of the injustice done to some of these institutions in 
the way before indicated, is in consequence of not considering 
the antecedents and conditions of the children placed in them. 
But a small portion of them are among those who meet with 
a ready welcome on their appearance in the world; and, as a 
consequence of their forlorn state, experience little else than 
neglect, if not cruelty, and naturally fall into a state of 
physical weakness. 

Another consideration should not be lost sight of. Asa 
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larger number of children are born during the summer 
quarter of the year than in any other quarter, undoubtedly a 
like proportion of the children in these asylums come into 
existence during that period. Although these helpless little 
ones may be cared for with thoughtful kindness, and pro- 
vided with everything that benevolence can furnish, never- 
theless all this is not what nature has provided for them, and 
they fail at a critical season of the year to receive that which 
only nature can give. 

Another portion of the inmates of these asylums — and 
not a few in number—derive their lives from the most 
tainted sources, and come into the world burdened with in- 
curable disease, find their way to these hospitable shelters, 
and die. So far, then, from its being a matter of surprise 
that so large a mortality should occur under such circum- 
stances, it 1s a wonder that so many survive. Most of them 
have but a frail hold of life, with the chances of living sadly 
against them. It is, therefore, a mistake, as well as an in- 
justice, to hold up to public censure those whose humane 
efforts and self-denial receive no other return than that 
awarded by the approval of the good, and by their own 
consciences. 

Another thing ought not to be lost sight of. These insti- 
tutions are under the care of reputable and skilful physi- 
cians, who surely are not unmindful of their professional 
reputation, nor criminally remiss in discharging their duties. 


REGISTRATION. 


One would hardly suppose that there could be any diffi- 
culty in so simple a matter as the registration of names, and 
yet a serious loss of property is known to have occurred by 
the incorrect registration of a foreign name, now existing 
in the records of this city. It is a matter of daily experi- 
ence that names, intelligible enough, perhaps, when spoken, 
are scarcely recognizable after “they have been filtered 
through two or three pairs of ears and mouths. Others, 
spoken in barbarous accents, are caught by uncertain ears, 
and if they were then written down by the hearer as they 
appear to him, they would be as unintelligible to their owners 
as would be the hieroglyphics on an Egyptian obelisk. 
The mistakes that are likely to occur in this way would be 
amusing if it were not so annoying. 

The following list exhibits some of the mistakes made in 
reporting names for registration. Such errors are constantly 
occurring, and require constant vigilance to prevent them 


| As reported. 
ieee 

i: eieatine. 
Rogers. 
 Crugger. 
~ Cammer. 
a - Nicheloti. 
ss 
~ Marshall. 
% ~ Niecca. 
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As corrected. 


Caldwell. 


Biggio. 
Rodriques. 
Krager. 
Zimmer. 
Micheloti. 
Pereira. 
Machado. 
Gnecco. 


Respectfully submitted, 


N. A. APOLLONIO, 
| City Registrar. 


1 Mr, and others are daily received now, which are laid aside 
as “curiosities of literature.” 


These specimens of orthog- 


As reported. 
Booth. 
Antonio. 
Saggin. 
Borcia. 
Ferini. 
Miller. 
Gomega. 
Candea. 
Pearson. 


Orricr, May 21, 1878. 


raphy display the wonderful ability and skill of some people 
in constructing a name, so that the “ blind man” in the Lon- 
) sy post-office would have to struggle to decipher it : — 


As corrected. 
Botto. 
Cazale. 
Siggins. 
Borgia. 
Ferrarini. 
Molinari. 
Gumachi. 
Candace. 
Pehrson. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


PCITY REGISTRAR 
Bers MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS 


CITY OF BOSTON, 


For the Year 1878. 


To the Honorable City Council : — 


_ The City Registrar’s Report of the births, marriages, and 

_ deaths in the city of Boston, for the ‘year 1878, is herewith 
respectfully submitted for the consideration of the City 
_ Council : — 


-. 


= Birtus IN 1878. 

The number of births returned and registered during the 
year was 10,185, — 5,211 males, and 4,974 females, — a de- 
 erease of 345 from the number reported in the preceding 
year, and 588 less than were registered in 1876. The num- 
ber returned in 1875 was 11,020, and in 1874, 11,760. It 
will thus be seen that the decrease of births in four years: 
was over 13 per cent. 

If there were the same ratio of increase of the population 
a of the several towns now comprising the present city of Bos- 
_ ton, since 1875 (the last census year), as occurred during 


F, 
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the twenty-five years ending with that year, (viz., an annual 
average increase of 3.48 per cent.), the present population 
would not be far short of 375,000. For various reasons, the 
population at the present time may be set down at 365,000, 
although it is more likely to be over than under that num- 
ber. With this estimate the birth-rate will appear as one 
in each 35.83 of the entire population. In the preceding 
year the rate was 1 in 34.19 of an estimated population of 
360,000; or, with the still-births of that year added, the rate 
was 1 in 82.738. Adding the still-births of the past year 
to those born alive, the rate will appear as 1 in 34.33. 
The excess of living births over the deaths in 1878 was 
2,508. In the preceding year the excess was 3,246, and in 
1876 it was 2,570. 

The extraordinary decrease of the birth-rate in Boston dur- 
ing the last twenty-eight years may be seen by a reference to 
the number of births in each of the census years embraced 
in that period. In 1850 the birth-rate was 1 in 26.40. In 
1855 1t was 1 in 27.98. In 1860, 1 in, 30.1 igppeeeeS Goo 
in 36.58. In 1870 (the city then comprising Boston, Rox- 
bury, and Dorchester), 1 in 30.96. In 1875 (with Charles- 
town, West Roxbury, and Brighton), the ratio was 1 in 31. 
By the above summary it is seen that the lowest birth-rate 
was in 1865, —1 in 86.58; and the highest in 1850,— 1 in 
26.40. <A condition that exhibits a birth-rate of 1 in 30 is 
not altogether an unfavorable one; but, whenever the rate 
falls below that point, something more than a depression in 
material prosperity is clearly indicated. 

The number of births in each month will be seen in the 
following table: — _ 


January *.'. ..850 | April . vs 6s (Gere IN AS ae 855 | October ... . 902 


e 
February ... .800 |May .. .9. 4 763 | August ... .920 | November .. .899 
WENO 5° a Gad ac BSbu| ed UNC ew eee eters 802 | September . . .%58 | December . . . 916 


The daily average of births during the year was 27.90. 
There was a considerable difference in the number of births 
by months, the daily average in January being 27.71; in 
February, 28.57; in March, 26.93; April, 25.87; May, 
24.61; June, 26.73; July, 27.58; August, 29.68 ; Septem- 
ber, 28.60; October, 29.10; November, 29.97; December, 
29.55. It will be seen that the daily average of births was 
less in May than in any other month. 

The number of births in each ward, together with the num- 
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ber of deaths in the same places, are shown in the follow- 
ing table : — 


65 Oo 68 
> > > 
° P; ° : ° 
. nm m D 2 mR ~ m n ° 
WARDS. 3 3 g a4 WARDS. z= 3 3 24 WARDS 3 4 2 4 
BE S |KES = d |KES H o [MES 
FQ A |Res ae) A |Ras fe) A |Ras 
e. 399 299 100 LO sie 152 130 22 EW diese 575 416 159 
2. 453 291 162 g Be oa 299 206 93 Ze 5-4 509 301 208 
S 318 255 63 i ee 390 345 45 PAE ae 265 176 89 
4. 315 196 119 Lye efits 768 560 208 2 A ee 484 238 246 
5. 277 256 21 Theres 508 333 175 ae 498 181 317 
6. 663 473 190 15 «distes 463 258 205 77 ee 464 216 248 
vie 400 821 ° 7 1G 6-6 431 283 148 yA) a . 185 112 73 
Ss 597 310 287 Litera 304 192 112 
9 279 


“ok eer 250 20°|) IS... | 189 183 6 Totals | 10,185} 6,781| 3,404 


The excess of births over the deaths in the several wards 
was 3,404, although the excess over the total number of 
deaths, before stated, was only 2,508. 

There was a decrease of 90 births in the two East Boston 
wards (1 and 2), compared with the preceding year; the 
excess of births over the deaths in these wards being only 
262, against 422 in 1877. It should be stated, that while 
the births in East Boston made 8.36 per cent. of all the 
births, the deaths in those two wards made 8.70 per cent. of 
the mortality in all the wards. As the population of East — 
Boston makes about 8.50 per cent. of the entire population, 
it will be seen that the ratio of the births and deaths to the 
population of the two wards is very evenly balanced. 

The number of births in Charlestown (Wards 3, 4, and 
5) was 910, making 8.93 per cent. of all the births, and ex- 
hibiting an excess over the deaths in the same localities of 
203. The population of Charlestown is little less than 10 
per cent. of that of the whole city, while the deaths there 
(707) make 10.43 per cent. of the mortality in all the 
wards. . 

In Wards 6, 7, and 8, with a population making 12.30 
per cent. of that of the whole city, there were 1,660 births, 
making no less than 17 per cent. ofthe whole number. ‘The 
deaths there, however, make 14.60 per cent. of all in the 
wards. 

The births in the three South Boston wards (13, 14, and 
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15), containing not quite 16 per cent. of the entire popula- 
tion of the city, make over 17 per cent. of all the births, and 
exceed the deaths there by 588. At the same time, the 
deaths in those wards make 16 per cent. of the whole mor- 
tality in the wards. 

A somewhat different result is seen in regard to Wards 9, 
10, 11, 17, and 18. These wards are grouped together for 
comparison, because they form a continuous slip of territory, 
and contain the residences of the most opulent part of the 
community. There is but comparatively a small admixture of 
the foreign element here, the residents generally being in easy 
circumstances, and favored with a greater share of the comforts | 
and luxuries of life than fall to the lot of those who inhabit 
the wards already spoken of. While these five wards con- 
tain 19 per cent. of the population, the births there make 
only 12 per cent. of the whole number, and exceed the deaths 
in the same places by only 262! | 

West Roxbury (Ward 23) presents, as usual, a most 
favorable condition. While that ward contains about 3.60 
per cent. of the whole population, the births there make 
4.89 of the whole number, and the deaths only 2.67 per 
cent. of the mortality in the severai wards, The excess of 
births over the deaths in that ward was 317. | 

Some very interesting facts will be seen in the following 
table : — 


POPULATION LARGELY NATIVE. POPULATION LARGELY FOREIGN. 
pies Per Vig Per acu Per oe P rn Per cent. | Per La 
ards oO oO Wards. oO oO 
popula- ; popula- ‘ 
ian births. deaths. Fp births. deaths. 
he ar 3.49 2.74 3.69 OU re rene 5.16 6.51 6.95 
LOR ath, te” « 3.60 1.49 1.92 Tow tetiee « 3.64 3.92 4.73 
{i tee ee 3.93 2.98 3.04 Qo apes 3.54 ~ 5.86 4.57 
: | 
aoe deae ere 5.47 4.98 4.91 12. Secs ce 4,34 * eee 5.09 
iy Gary heer) Bea 4.02 2.98 2.83 IE ay ee 6.34 7.54 8.26 
Re hare 3.82 1.85 2.70 (by Sy ead 7 4.03 4,55 3.80 
2, 3.38 - 2.60 B60) NIG S25 ee 4,29 4.22 4.17 
Oi tels \) 4s 3.60 4.89 2.67 W0RG Wi cat ts 5.47 5.64 6.13 
TEAS OE A 8.93 4.55 3.18 Py hae GA eR Bam 3.49 4.75 3.51 
Totals .. 35.24 29.01 37 .be Totals. . 40.30 46.82 47.21 
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The first division of the above table, comprising nine 
wards, in which the native element predominates, contains, 
according to the last census, about 35 per cent. of the en- 
tire population of the city. It will be seen that only 29 per 
cent. of the births occurred in those wards. Wards 10, 18, 
21, 9, and 17 exhibit the lowest birth-rate of all the wards, | 
in the order in which they are named, — Wards 10 and 18 
showing a rate of less than 2 per cent. in each, respectively, 
of all the births. In this division, Wards 23 and 24 (Dor- 
chester and West Roxbury) are the only wards where the per- 
centage of births is greater than the percentage of the 
population in the same places. These two wards exhibited 
a similar condition in the preceding year. While the births 
in the nine wards make only 29 per cent. of the whole num- 
ber, the residents there make 35.24 per cent. of the total 
population, and the mortality only 27.53 per cent. of all the 
deaths. 

The second division of the table affords a marked contrast 
to the first, and is deserving of attentive examination. It 
will be seen that, while those wards contain 40.30 per cent. 
of the entire population, no less than 47 per cent. of all the 
births occurred there, and that over 47 per cent. of the 
deaths took place in the same localities. With the exception 
of Wards 15 and 16, the percentage of deaths in each ward 
of the second division exceeds the proportion of the popula- 


tion of those wards, Ward 13 exhibiting the greatest differ- 


ence, —it being nearly 2 per cent. 
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The number of children whose parents were both native- 
born, including half of those recorded as of “ unknown” 
parentage (102), was 2,976, an increase of 72 compared with 
the preceding year, —making 29.22 per cent. of all the births. 
The proportion of native fathers was larger, the number 
including, as before, those recorded as “unknown,” being 
3,773, — making 37 per cent. of all the fathers. It will thus 
be seen that nearly 63 per cent. of all the children born in 
Boston had foreign-born fathers. 

The number of fathers who were born in Ireland was 
3,573, only 200 less than the total number of native fathers, 
making 35 per cent. of all the fathers, and 55.72 per cent. 
of the whole number of foreign fathers. 

The number of fathers who were born in England, Scot- 
land, and British America was 1,336, making 13 per. cent. of 
the entire number. 

Germany and Austria are represented by 556 fathers, 5.46 
per cent. of the whole number; Sweden and Norway by 98 ; 
Russia and Poland by 68, the latter numbering 65; Denmark 
by 16; and Finland by 4; showing a total of ‘752 fathers of 
German, Scandinavian, and other nationalities of northern 
Europe, and making 7.38 per cent. of the whole number. 

The number of Italian fathers was 97; of Portuguese, 88 ; 
of French, 42; of Swiss, 16; of Dutch, 29; making a total 
of 272. One father was born in Greece. 

The above exhibit of the heterogeneous materials which 
compose the population of the city of Boston suggests a 
ludicrous commentary on the notion of some, that Boston is 
still a puritanical city. There are those who seem unable to - 
recognize the fact that the western hemisphere is now, and 
has long been, undergoing as radical an invasion, by foreign 
races, as the Roman Empire experienced in the sixth century, 
or as that which befell England at the time of the conquest. 


TABLE II. COLORED BIRTHS. 


Birthplaces of Parents. Males. Females. Totals. 
Both parents born in the United States. ...... 64 74 128 
a A British America <3. .t.-.. is 12 10 22 
as 4 Treland fa vais tvs ot «ate kis 4 1 5 
as 4 Bngland 7. Shes! cteies: « 1 1 2 
a ar Beotland) owe i) alst s) sh|\ Memes seems 2 2 
e fs West Indies, . 2°. sis: ee 1 1 
ss ‘s Cape Verd .«.. « « ew eye SS) 1 
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_ The number of colored children born was less than oc- 
curred in the preceding year. It will be noticed that the 
female children exceeded the males by 17; while among the 
whites the males exceeded the females by 254. While it is 
not strange that the parents of 22 children should be born in 
the British Provinces, it seems curious that those of 5 chil- 
dren should be born in Ireland. The parents of 2 others 
were born in England, and 2 were born in Scotland. 

Estimating the colored population at 5,000, the same as in 
the preceding year, the ratio of births to the colored popula- 
tion will appear as 1 in 81. With the whites the ratio was 
1 in 35.91 of the white population. With the exception of 
1876, for several years the colored deaths have exceeded the 
births. In that year there were three more births than 
deaths. In the following year, the deaths exceeded the 
births by 12; and in 1878 the births outnumbered the deaths 
by 17. 


TABLE III. TWIN BIRTHS. 


Both Male and Totals. 


Birthplaces of Parents. 1 — Hernniod. 1 Female. 
SUINMEMRISSUAUCHE Wainy le. of ceo 0. 's 0 0 6 6 0 0-8 11 12 9 32 
SU gE sta ails cs 0 8 ee) sie) es) 0.8.6 19 6 10 35 
SME PRIECELGR, Dg is sp o's 00) 66 orn 0 0 0 a6 3 6 4 13 
RIA eas) oc) eile 6s era wo 6) PT en ee 5 
et alll oh of vale, Pah due) ue le, s ape, 0.000, e) 9c at.s Ra dS Sanat gee 1 
IMEI EM sie) ad's, 5 0.6 0 «es es 6 |e 6 6 0 0 Tes galas et ny o's 1 
ES EE rere rae ree ee eee eee er a 1 1 
UDR MRM al cow 'sislhe «0 <) 6 sl ccei oo 6 se efie © 6 0 s| 6 0 2 0 1 1 

SME Mat ide hice avte: elidel le giveth ele) s 38 26 25 89 


In addition to the above there were two instances of triple 
births, both of native parentage. In one case the three 
children were males; in the other, two were females. 

The number of plural births in 1877 was 84; in 1876, 89. 
The ratio of plural to single births during the past year was 
1in 111.92. The children of foreign parentage make 62.64 
per cent. of the whole number. In one instance the children 
were colored. 
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’ TABLE IV. STILL—BIRTHS. 


g ff | veh dane 

a | 6 p a | & p 

PALNUALY 1. vel oven 20 DS sl els! he ve, | ecw LL Ve. steers sips 21 | 17 i 

BeDLUAary, pets 26 Lo ecr tte, |e A UPUS bare eee . 24 19 a 
March é agh die 17 10° 1 September... 20 10 
ATI Lhe fake ote 18 22) (tis. ghee Octobers carne te 26 14 
MBY:A 7s io. « oe 14 150 | rer ice | SNOVembDer esac 5. 18 15 
AIG foe ete Mine 27 Te etter e! || sECemM ber once. 23 17 

ithe BAR Eee eee 
Totaley «sits te 254 190 3 


The number of still-births was 447, 22 less than were re- 
ported in the preceding year. The ratio of still-births to 
those born alive was | in’22.78, about the same proportion 
as existed in the preceding year. It will be seen that the 
males outnumbered the females, being in the proportion of 
1 to1.31. In no less than fifteen instances the children were 
colored, being in the ratio of 1 still-birth to 10.73 of those of 
that race born alive. Among the whites the proportion was 
1 in 23.20. 

The parents of 167 still-born children were native-born ; 141 
children were of Irish parents; 28 of German; 22 of British 
American ; 20 of English ; 4 of Scotch ; 2 each of Italian and 
Portuguese; 11 of other foreign parentage; and 50 were of 
unknown origin. 

The proportion of still-births to those born alive, accord- 
ing to race, was: Of native origin, 1 in 26.86; a British 
American, 1 in 36.14; of Irish, 1 in425,04-4808 Germie and 
Northern Europe, 1 in 26.86; of English, 1 in 20.85; of 
Scotch, 1 in 338.50; of Italian, 1 in 48.50; and of Portu- 
guese, 1 in 44. Although not much importance may belong 
to the above facts, they, nevertheless, possess some interest. 


wv 
MaRRIAGES IN 1878. 


The number of marriages recorded during the year was 
3,032, — an increase of 159 over the number recorded in the 
preceding year,—showing a daily average of 8.31 couples 
married, or one marriage in 60.19 of the estimated popula- 
tion. The following table exhibits the great change that the 
marriage rate has undergone within the last twenty-eight 


re, . 
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years. ‘The first six periods are census years, and the rates 
are based on the official census returns. The last period is 
based on the estimated population in that year. Owing to 
the returns of marriages made since the last report, the rate | 
below differs in some slight degree from that previously — 


published : — 


1850. 1855. 1860. 1865. 1870. 1875. 1878. 


1 in 27.21 lin 27.68 | lin 35.24 1 in 34.78 1 in 35.54 | 1 in 49.11 1.in 60.19 


There was a great change, it will be seen, during the first 
ten years shown in the above table; a greater change oc- 
curred in the ten years following ; a further downward move- 
ment ensued in the next five years ; and, finally, the greatest 
of all the downward movements occurred during the last 
three years past. To satisfactorily account for this radically 
dimimished marriage-rate is not easily done. The remark- 
able difference between the marriage-rate of 1850 and that 
of 1878 will be more distinctly seen by the statement, that 
in the former year there were 36.74 persons married in each 
1,000 of the entire population. ‘The same ratio requires 
that in 1878 the number of persons married should have been 
over 13,000, more than doudle the number that were married. 

The number of certificates of intention of marriage issued 
each month, and the number of marriages recorded, are seen 
in the following table : — 


a |g a} g ao | a a | o 
S| & S | & S| & 8 | & 
B |S 3S s S| Ss 2) | 8 
S| ‘Eh a oe NN ay a | ce 
v ~ o +3) >) o m 
a\¢ z|é a/§ 2\§ 
=| aH |e Ala Ss |a4 

January ..| 303) 309|/April . . .| 301} 232/|July .. .| 228) 195|/October. . | 353) 321 

February . .| 262 218 May .. .| 291) 250|| August . . | 261} 205|November. | 877) 345 

March . ...| 202) 209/June ,. . .| 291) 284)|September.| 299 251|December . | 282) 213 

{ 


It will be seen that there were six more marriages in the 
month of January than there were certificates issued ; these 
certificates were issued in the month preceding, but were not 
used until the new year. ‘ 
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BIRTHPLACES OF 
GROOMS. 


Boston... 


Other towns 


Other States 


in State. . 


England and Wales 


Treland % tUnwtealeres 


Scotland. . 


British America .... 


Germany and N. Europe 


Other foreign places . . 


Totals . 


Per cent. 
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TABLE V. MARRIAGES IN 1878. 


BIRTHPLACES OF BRIDES. 


af s Tels 
o o . an Ray 
3 G a 8-/>2]e a 3 
2 2 /EFl-3 | Bles [sales] a | & 
S ui S |S0) 2-(3 |] Sa ts.) eee © 
2 | 4 | 2 [Pe] 3 | 8 |< [Sales 3 | s 
fa =| oO |g Aof)m4 @a4aeS oe Ay 
259 841 771 a6} sal 3|  47| | 4| -529| 17.45 
124] 197] 121] 15| 25] 2| 441 a) 98] 682) 17.64 
142) 139] 280] 17} 35/ 3! 85} 6] 31 710] 23.42 
20/ 19} 18] 25] 21 a7} 4] 1| 125) 4.12 
73} 28; 12] 8] 474| si 36 2| 636! 20.98 
2 1 3) . 7 6] . 19; .63 
38} 23 30) ni iol. 86| 1 208| 6.86 
33] 16 9/ 2] 15| 2] 10] 104. 1| 192] 6.33 
16  haiwads & as: “| 1 6| 3] 30| s1| 2.67 
7o7| 510} 563] 96] 636; 14| 337/ 125} 44) 3,032 
23.32| 16.82] 18.57/3.17] 20.98| .46| 11.11| 4.12] 1.45]. . . | 100.00 


The number of native-born grooms was 1,771, more than 


half (58.41 per cent.) of the whole number. 
of native grooms 


The number 
who married native brides was 1,423, 


making the unmixed marriages to be 46.93 per cent. of all 


the marriages. 
The number of native brides was 1,780, making 58.71 per 


cent. of all the brides. 


It will be ahmed that fhe number 


of Irish grooms was the same as the Irish brides, — 636 of 
although there were only 474 instances in which each 


each, — 


couple. were baer in Ireland. 


Only 529 of the grooms 


(17.45 per cent. of the whole number), and 707 of the 
brides (23.32 per cent. of all the brides), were natives of 
The above-mentioned facts show mpst plainly the 
extent and nature of the change that has taken place in the 
population of Boston within the present generation. 


Boston. 


‘ 
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TABLE VI. AGES OF THE PARTIES MARRIED. 


AGES OF BRIDES. 


AGES OF GROOMS. La] ‘ 3 
, (8 |e} s}s}s)e] a] 8 
S 2 $ £ £ 2 2 $s a 
=) a a a S 3B 3 HH py 
Under 21... Gosche os 10 58 1 oka ais 69 2.27 
MPA ERs ce tw tes we 82 | 746 67 TL ees 1|...| 857 | 28.28 
MOMCGIOU, 2 ss su 6 3 wees 15 | 588 | 336 76 2}. e.}- » -/1,017 | 33.54 
ee a 4] 220 296 | 237 14 1 772 | 25.46 
| 1 28 38 | 104 46 1 218 7.19 
50T060. 2. sc we eee eens hee 3 5 25 25 7 65 2.14 
OE ee ae 2 1 3 14 6 2 28 92 
0 ea eee + EE 1 1 1 2 6 20 
UAL agrees eo shen s 6 o's 62 | 1,646 | 743 | 458 102 17 4 | 3,082 
PrReCODt) =a 6 w 6-6: we 2.04 | 54.29 | 24.51 | 15.11 | 3.36 56 13 |. . . | 100.00 


There were 69 minor grooms and 62 minor brides, —an in- 
crease of 10 of the former and 21 of the latter, compared 
with the preceding year. About 64 per cent. of the grooms, 
and 81 per cent. of the brides, were under 30 years of age. 
While 10.45 per cent. of the grooms were over 40 years of 
age, only 4 per cent. of the brides had passed beyond that 
period. 

The preferences of some of the couples are not a little 
curious; for instance, one groom under 21 married a bride 
who had passed her 30th year. Eleven other grooms, be- 
tween 21 and 25, were united to companions who were be- 
tween 30 and 40; and another of the same age chose a 
bride of the mature age of between 50 and 60! Two other’ 
grooms, one between 30 and 40, and the other between 40 
and 50, made choice of two brides who were in sight of their 
sixth decennial period. The more mature and sedate can- 
didates for matrimony were not less curious in their predi- 
lections, or less fastidious. Three groéms between 50 and 
60, two between 60 and 70, and one between 7U and 80, 
were united to brides under 25 years of age. Three others, 
who had sometime before reached their threescore years and 
ten, married brides, one between 30 and 40, and another 
between 40 and 50, while the bride of the third was between 
50 and 60. Two others, who had almost become octogena- 
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rians, were united to brides who were between 60 and 70. 
Another groom, aged 67 years, was married to a bride 19 
years of age. Of the minor grooms, two were 18 years of age, 
27 were 19, and 40 were 20 years old. Of the minor 
brides, 13 were 16 years of age, 49 were 17 years old. 

In 362 instances (11.94 per cent. of the whole number) 


the brides were older than the grooms they married. 


TABLE VII. NUMBER OF TIMES MARRIED. 


BRIDES. 
GROOMS. 

First. | Second.| Third. | Fourth.| Totals. 

ATAU ALTIAL CL sc. Valk elie, e's holms tec) ale itemsimaits 2,328 190 8 Pa 2,526 
Second marriage .°..... Aer, ti Wea 305 145 5 1 456 
PEDird MATTIAGe crs beck. o! s+ fede Sh ethene ie: folie,» 31 16 at Re 47 
Fourth marriage . . . 6 «5 0 6 6 ee et hades sae 2 7s as 2 
Fifth marriage . f ake pe, sish of ems heats woh tay te re ce ears 1 os Ned 1 
AM ARS Od Gites 2rd. Gla Go Sie ¢ 2,664 354 13 1 3,032 


There were eight grooms who drew their first prizes in 
the matrimonial lottery in the persons of eight brides who 
had been previously twice widowed. Another groom chose 
us his third venture one to whom he was the fourth prize. 
Lastly, a groom made his fifth selection in the person of a 
bride who had stood at the matrimonial altar but once before. 

Of the whole number married, 16.69 per cent. of the 

grooms and 12.14 per cent. of the brides, had been pre- 
viously married. 
_ The number of colored couples married. (including 23 
instances in which the grooms were colored and the brides 
white) was 78,—a decrease of 65 from the number recorded 
in 1877. The ratio of white marriages to the white popula- 
tion was 1 in 60.94 (in 1877, the ratio was 1 in 65.02) ; 
and that of the. colored marriages (including the mixed 
ones) was one in 32.05. In the preceding year the ratio 
of these last was 1 in 24.75. 

Of the grooms, 2,508 were residents of Boston, 338 re- 
sided in other towns of the State, and 186 belonged out of 
the Commonwealth. Of the brides, 2,704 resided in Bos- 
ton, 203 in other parts of the State, and 125 were residents 
of other States. 
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_The principal occupations of the grooms were: Me- 

chanics, of various kinds, 789; merchants, clerks, traders, 
ete., 727; laborers, 5380; and mariners, 99. The above 
make 74.74 per cent. of all the grooms. The professions 
are represented by 26 physicians, 18 lawyers, 13 clergy- 
men, and two editors. 

Of the 3,450 certificates of intention of marriage issued, 
233 were used in other towns in the State. Returns of these 
have been made by those solemnizing the marriages, and en- 
tered in separate books, as required by the General Statutes. 
It will thus be seen that there are 185 certificates unac- 
counted for. Some of these, doubtless, have not been used, 
and others are withheld through forgetfulness or negligence. 
Most of them, doubtless, will eventually find their way to 
their proper destination, leaving a few which will never be 
heard from, owing to the unpardonable indifference of those 
who were unfortunately called on to solemnize the marriage 
ceremony. 


DEATHS IN 1878. 


The number of deaths the past year was 7,677, an increase 
of 393 over the number recorded in the preceding year, but 
526 less than were returned in 1876. Estimating the popu- 
lation at 365,000, the death-rate for the year will appear as 
21.03 deaths in a thousand, or one death in each 47.54 of 
the population. Although this rate is slightly above that of 
the preceding year, it cannot be justly considered a large 
one for the city of Boston. The remark has been frequently 
made, that the death-rate of Boston can, and ought to be, 
reduced to 17, or even 14, in a thousand. Should such a 
result be reached at any time (a very unlikely event) the 
occurrence would be owing wholly to exceptional circum- 
stances. The climate ofthis part of the country is of so variable 
a character, and the transitions from heat to cold are so sudden 
and extreme, that no sanitary measures can be expected to 
afford immunity from danger. On this consideration, as well 
as others that might be named, there is little reason for ex- 
pecting so low a death-rate as those mentioned above. 

A notion exists that there is a specific death-rate, recog- 
nized by statisticians, which indicates the condition of the 
public health. There is no such death-rate. The only one 
that has any existence is that which is based on a judicious 
consideration of the various elements that are known to 
affect the health of the community, such as density of popu-, 
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lation (one of the most potent factors in the sanitary pro- 
blem), the personal habits of the people, external local sur- 
roundings, climatic characteristics, etc. It is from such 
data alone that any death-rate worthy of consideration is to 
be determined; and to reach any satisfactory result, it is 
not necessary that one should be armed with any means more 
abstruse than some degree of acquaintance with the subject, 
combined with a natural aptitude for the work. 
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It will be seen from the above that 49.21 per cent. of all 
the decedents (nearly one-half of the total number) were 
under 20 years of age, a decrease from 50.15 per cent. of the 
preceding year. Those who died under one year made 22.77 
per cent. of all who died, while only 17.69 per cent. died in 
the four succeeding years. Only 1.51 per cent. of all the 
decedents were between 10 and 15, and only 8.75 per cent. 
were between 5 and 20 years. In each of the first four 
periods given in the above table the male decedents ex- 
ceed the females, the total excess being 188. In each of the 
following periods the females exceed the males by 62. It 
will also be seen that 167 of the children (2.18 per cent. of 
all who died) died on the day of their birth, a large por- 
tion of them not having lived but a few minutes. 

Of those who died under 20 years, 33.56 per cent. (in- 
cluding half of those given as of‘*unknown” parentage) 
were of native fathers. Those of Irish parentage made 
40.44 per cent. of all under 20 years, and 60.88 per cent. 
of those enumerated in the table who were foreign-born. ° 
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Of the decedents over 20 years of age, the females ex- 
ceeded the males by 321. In only two of the above decen- 
nial periods were the males in excess of the females: viz., 
that between 40 and 50, and that between 90 and 100; in 
the first the difference was 9, and in the second only 1. 
In the period between 80 and 90, the male decedents num- 
bered only 82, while the females amounted to 175. Of the 
AO, decedents above 70 years of age, 61.73 per cent. were 
of native birth. 

Of the decedents given in the foregoing table those of 
native birth, including half of those designated as of “ un 
known” origin, made 47.47 per cent. Including those of 
native parentage, indicated in table VIII., the decedents of 
native birth make 40.63 per cent. of all who died during the 
year. 

Of those who died over 20 years, the decedents of Irish 
birth made 38.08 per cent. Including those mentioned in 
table VIII., the percentage will appear as 39.25, or 66 per 
cent: of all the foreign-born decedents. 
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The number and _ percentages of the deaths in the several 
wards, and various public institutions and hospitals, are ex- 
hibited in the following table : — 


TABLE XI. DEATHS IN WARDS AND PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. 
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It will be seen from the above table that the percentage of 
deaths in East Boston (Wards 1 and 2) is below the percent- 
age of the population there, the latter being 8.58 per cent. 
of the whole population, while the deaths make only 7.69 
per cent. of the total mortality. 

Wards 3, 4, and 5 (Charlestown) exhibit a fair sanitary 
condition. W hile these wards contain 9.82 per cent. of the 
whole population, the .deaths there made 9.22 per cent. of 
the entire mortality. 

The deaths in Wards 6, 7, 8, 12, and 16 make 22.56 per 
cent. of the whole number of deaths. These wards form a 
continuous territory, constituting the entire northern and 
eastern portions of the city proper, and contain about 21 per 
cent. of the entire population. A large portion of the ter- 
ritorial area is occupied by wharves, warehouses, and stores, 
leaving the other parts scarcely sufficient to accommodate 


co) 
their crowded numbers. Considering this condition, it will 
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be seen that the percentage of the mortality in these wards 
does not indicate a very unfavorable sanitary condition. 

Wards 9, 10, 11, 17, and 18 contain about 19 per cent. 
of the whole population, and are largely native. The terri- 
tory forming these wards is a large one, and the population 
is also large; but no greater contrast could be conceived 
than that afforded by these wards with the north-end ones. 
The residénts of these wards are among the most opulent ot 
the city, and are surrounded with every comfort, and favored 
with every means conducive to health and enjoyment. This 
is shown by the smallness of the death-rate there, which is 
only 12.51 per cent. of the whole mortality. 

The deaths in the three South Boston wards (13, 14, 15) 
make 15 per cent. of the entire mortality, while 15.84 per 
cent. of the population is found there. Wards 13 and 15 
contain a large foreign-born population, and possess many 
characteristics which belong to Wards 6 and 7. 

In each of the remaining northerly wards, together with 
Roxbury, Dorchester, Brighton, and West Roxbury, the 
percentage of deaths falls below the percentage of the pop- 
ulation in those wards respectively. 


CoLORED DECEDENTS. 


The number of deaths of this class during the past year 
was 144, — 83 males and 61 females, — a decrease of 30 com- 
pared with the preceding year. Estimating the colored pop- 
ulation at 5,000, the ratio of deaths,to the colored popula- 
tion will appear as 1 in 34.72. Among the whites the. ratio 
is 1 in 47.79. It is an interesting fact, that for a number of 
years, with but few exceptions, the deaths among the col- 
ored race have exceeded the births, and in some instances 
the marriages have outnumbered the births. There has been 
little or no increase of this cluss except by immigration ; 
and, were this means of replenishment removed, there can be 
no doubt as to the eventual result. The characteristics of 
the race as imperatively demand a more congenial climate 
for its continuance and sustenance than this harsh climate 
affords, as tropical fruits require for their perfection. What- 
ever may be the struggle against nature and her irreversible 
law, and whatever may be the pride of opinion which will 
not admit of any distinction of this character between the 
races, although the difference is as plain as a sunbeam, the 
result is as inevitable as fate, and is continually progressing 
to its accomplishment. | 

No less than 38.19 per cent. of the colored decedents 
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died from tubercular diseases, and 25.69 per cent. from 
zymotic diseases. 

The following comparative statement exhibits the charac- 
teristics of the white and colored races : — 


1878. 1877. 
ln gp gh 
Births. Marriages. | Deaths. Births. Marriages. Deaths. 
No. living to| No. living to| No. living to} | No. living to| No. living to| No. living to 
one birth. | one mar- | one death. || one birth. | one mar- | one death. . 
riage. riage. 
White ... 35.96 60.93 47.79 34.24 " + 163.85 49.96 


Colored... 31.06 32.61 34.72 | 30,86 26.88 28.73 


The above table shows that, while the colored race is more 
prolific than that of the white, its death-rate is correspond- 
ingly greater. It is also seen, that the marriage-rate of the 
colored population is nearly twice as large as that of the 
white. | | 

The daily average of deaths during the year was 21.03, 
an increase over the preceding year, when it was 19.96. 
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PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF DEATH. 


ZYMOTIC DISEASES. 


The total number of deaths from this class of diseases 
—miasmatic, enthetic, and dietic— was 1,946, making 
25.35 per cent. of the whole mortality, exhibiting a slight 
improvement in the prevalence of zymotic diseases compared 
with the preceding year, when the percentage was 26.99. 
Of the deaths from these causes, 787 (40.44 per cent. of 
the whole number) were from diarrheal disorders. In the 
preceding year these last-named diseases were more prey- 
alent, making 47.30 per cent. of all the deaths from the 
zymotic disorders. The deaths from these causes are given 
in the following table : — 


‘3 S % bh 
e e i . e . 
asic Bod os é {eel omnes 

WARDS. B 1Se| oo = a WARDS. B Ibn] 2 a | a 

Sr Set tah eee 3 |se| 8 | 2/4 

i nt g & cal ie} am; a g cont ical oO 

ei)! &) A A q Oo |S A A 1a 
Ton eaicu ite L's 19 5 18 42 1A ove te te ein 22 4 5 6 37 
diy sR a aah er 10 5 27 42 aS aba a 20 Lh 5 36 
Duis ie) tielavsine.” 14 1 3 13 31 1D Soe teat 17 15 1 33 
Aaa ev ehetie. cs 8 3 2 13 LT Soe ch i ee 6 5 2 13 
No ce Soa kad 11 1 2 6 20 LS ceed ehre oele 7 6 5 18 
Oe wetsccl ists | 6 35 1 12 10 58 19 eta sees 41 r 18 66 
Ths ee amepac 23 8 13 44 PAA Arty i. 18 1 5 10 34 
OGetrems icine 19 2 5 8 34 ZL uewemete ts 1 2 2 5 
Or eiiet citeiien« 10 6 5 20 Diesel icntonets 24 6 20 50 
Ovonic decent 2 2 1 5 PAS Rea AP be 5 1 1 1 8 
AWS. ae ee ep 5 4 6 15 PER Ae 12 uA 6 20 
i Vn are haar jeodd 2 10 26 2D eine! Notes as 10 1 6 17 
Seem omcrscte 41 2 15 15 73 Public Inst. a sh» 11 15 27 


There were 787 deaths reported from the class of diseases 
indicated in the above table, making 10.25 per cent. of all 
' the deaths ; in the preceding year there were 930 deaths from 
these causes, making 12.77 per cent. of the entire mortality 
of that year. | 

Cholera Infantum.— There was a decrease of 168 deaths 
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from this cause —from 563 deaths in 1877 to 395 in 1878. 
More than half the deaths from this cause occurred in Wards 
6, 7, 8, 13, 14, 15 and 19. There were 29 deaths in the 
two East Boston wards (1 and 2,) and 33 in Charlestown. 
There were but 36 deaths in Wards 9, 10, 11, 17, 18, 21 and 
23, —only one being in Ward 18, and two in Ward 10. 
Diarrhea and Dysentery. — There were 376 deaths from 


these two causes, —an increase of 26 over the number of 


the preceding year, making 4.90 per cent. of the whole mor- 
tality. The deaths from these causes in Wards 1 and 2 were 
in the ratio of 1 death in 19.71 from all others. In the 
three Charlestown wards the ratio was 1 in 24.38. In Wards 
6, 7 and 8, the ratio was 1in 19.71. In South Boston (Wards 
13, 14, 15) the ratio was 1 in 20.19. The mortality 
from these diseases in Wards 9, 10, 11, 17,18, 21, 23, and 
24 were in the ratio of 1 in 28.41 deaths from all causes in 
those wards. 

Cholera morbus. — There were 16 deaths thus reported, 
one less than were recorded in 1877. 

Croup and Diphtheria. —The number of deaths from 
these causes was 585,—an increase of 103 compared with the 
preceding year, and making 7.62 per cent. of the whole mor- 
tality. The number of deaths in each ward will be seen 
below : — 


WARDS. | Croup. | Diphtheria.| Totals. WARDS. Croup. | Diphtheria.| Totals. 


Eg 5 a 1 52 Bet Va ti caw ss 8 26 34 
> ae 3 16 ee aes pe 6 10 16 
Bees wis 5 11 Tava To)», o« 7 8 15 
| 2 ae 5 9 OS. ak 3 9 12 
SS See 4 6 ok | 3 7 10 
ete ais’: 11 17 fa | et ee 4 20 24 
oa oda aoa 9 20 gh soe. Se 2 17 19 
ae 9 4T x ods (aia 2 15 17 
eae dts, 5, 3 28 Nias Cieis ot s 2 18 20 
an 1 4 Coal 2 ae re 2 16 18 
Bee rice,» s 2 12 Tori hes es 4 16 20 
Meter e si 4 18 Pert Wirt), 2 8 10 
Me se 17 19 36 || Public Inst. . 8 29 37 
127 458 585 
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Croup and diphtheria were very prevalent during the past 
year in Wards 6, 7, and 8; in South Boston (Wards 13, 14, 
15), and also in East Boston, Wards 1 and 2. In the last 
two wards the deaths from these causes made 12.31 per 
cent. of the whole number there. In the first three they 
made 19.31 per cent; and in South Boston 14.70 per cent. 
There were only 5 deaths from these diseases in Ward 10, 
the same number that occurred there in the preceding year. 

Measles. —There were 96 deaths reported from this cause, 
31 of which occurred in South Boston, and 23 in Wards 6, 
7, and 8. 

Meningitis, Cerebro-spinal.—The number of deaths thus 
designated was 19, a decrease of 4. 

Scarlatina.— There was a decrease in the mortality from 
this. disease from 113 in 1877, to 70 in 1878. 19 of 
the deaths (27.14 per cent. of the whole number) occurred 
in the Charlestown wards. 

Typhoid Fever.— There is also a diminished mortality 
registered from this cause during the past year, compared 
with the preceding year. There were 120 deaths, in 1378, 
from this disease, —a decrease of 37. The distribution of 
the deaths from typhoid fever among the several wards is so 
evenly made as to indicate no special difference in the sani- 
tary condition from this source. There were 14 deaths in 
East Boston (an increase of 1); 10 in Charlestown (an 
increase of 2); and 13 in South Boston (a decrease of 
7). There was not a death in Wards 18 and 25, and but 
lin Ward 24. The mortality from this cause makes only 
1.56 per cent. of all the deaths. This is the lowest mortality 
from this cause that has occurred in Boston during the last 
thirty years. 

Whooping-cough.— There were 89 deaths from whooping- 
cough, the exact number that occurred in the preceding 
year. 31 of the deaths took place in South Boston, and but 
5 in East Boston. 

The percentage of deaths in each ward from the foregoing 
diseases is shown in the following table; the deaths occur- 
ring in the hospitals, and other institutions, are not em- 
braced in the number :— 
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Ps) ve) rey ae pe 
2 qa : a " feo} 7 =| =| 
Ls} he m 
Ee. & elo « B a E a E a 
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3.655 8 6.22 13 8.47 Ss eure 2.19 Towa 2.25 
2.81 9 3.55 Lf: | ee 5.45 uh! fate? 6.75 TAS 6 2.85 
2.66 ||10 hy dy 6 15 


oye 482 1120-3] 426-11 95...) 1.06 


Those parts of the city which exhibit the most unfavorable 
sanitary condition may be easily pointed out in the above 
table, by the large percentages of the mortality from 
zymotic diseases. In East Boston, which contains 8.50 per 
cent. of the whole population, the deaths from this class of 
diseases made 11.68 per cent. of the whole number. On 
the other hand, Charlestown, with a population making 9.82 
per cent. of that of the entire city, has a ratio relatively 
smaller, the mortality being 8.52 per cent. of the whole. 
South Boston (Wards 13,14, 15) exhibits the most unprom- 
ising aspect, as the deaths from zymotic causes make 18.24, 
per cent. of the whole mortality, while the population of 
those wards makes only 15.80 per cent. of the population of 
the whole city. Wards 6, 7, and 8 also present a most un- 
promising condition in this regard, as the mortality from 
zymotic diseases makes 17.72 per cent. of all the deaths, 
while these wards contain only 12.34 per cent. of the whole’ 
population. Less than 1 per cent. of the deaths from 
preventable diseases occurred in Ward 10, which contains 3 
per cent. of the whole population. Ward 21, which con- 
tains 3.38 per cent., and Ward 25 (Brighton), containing 
1.81 per cent. of the population, exhibit a mortality that 
makes 1.84 per cent. of the whole in the first-named ward, 
and 1,96 per cent. of that in the last-named ward. 

The birthplaces and parentage of those dying from the 
eleven principal zymotic diseases are given in the following 
table : — | 
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It will be seen that 33.46 per cent. of those who died 
from zymotic diseases were native-born; and 39.41 per 
cent. were born in Ireland. The decedents born in Eng- 
land, Scotland, and British America, make 12.68 per cent. 
of the whole number. 


CONSTITUTIONAL DISEASES. 


- Cancer. —This disease caused 196 deaths, —57 males (an 
increase of 12) and 139 females, —a decrease of 6, compared 
with the preceding year; the whole number making 2.55 per 
cent. of all who died. The record shows that 1 in 65.63 of 
the male decedents, and 1 in 28.32 of the female, died of 
cancer. The following table exhibits the location of the 
disease in all but five instances, together with the sex and 
ages of those who died : — 
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TABLE XIII. DEATHS FROM CANCER, LOCALITIES OF THE DISEASE, 
AND SEX AND AGES OF DECEDENTS. 
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TABLE XIII.— Continued. 
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Consumption. — The number of deaths from consumption 
was 1,391,—an increase of 118 over the number registered 
in 1877 — making 18.12 per cent. of the deaths from all causes. 
Of the whole number, 629 were males (an increase of 34), 
and 762 females (an increase of 84). Of all the male dece- 
dents, 1 in 5.95, and of the female, 1 in 5.17, died of con- 
sumption. The ages of the decedents are exhibited in the 


following table : — 


= me 1S S S Ss 3 Ss S 
Bet cell brt ci con: Whee © pe ° 1) 
=) +4 12 = =| & a <4 3 oe) 
M.|F MF M.| F.|M.|F se a. | F M. |. MF M MF 
Deaths .. | 13) z Ti St Ch Ol ZT 4015S) 9 237| 145) 157, 98] 95 m4 70; 49} 52 


Percent. .| 1.94 2.95 12 2.59 9.49 30.55 21.71 | 13.88 8.91 7.26 


It will be observed that only 17.69 per cent. of the dece- 
cents from this disease were under 20 years of age; and that 
52.26 per cent. were between 20 and 40 years. Of those 
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under 5 years the males were in excess of the females. Be- 
tween 5 und 15 the females exceed the males by 22. In 
the period between 15 and 20 the excess of the females was 
42; and in the following period the difference was 49. 

The birthplaces of those who died from consumption are 
given in the following table : — 


BIRTHPLACES. Deaths.| Per ct. BIRTHPLACES. Deaths.| Per ct. 


“United States ....... 591 Ree EONGG fee ns er etn bs 5 36 
Ireland ...... erent 617. |. 4008 1 Holland «¢ 20 07. 6 0,0 “4 29 
British America. ..... 115 See LL OAL iene: cen eine one eS. 6 4 29 
NS aa 37 Det AOL WOY, ois. 4 9. gghe * 2 14 
Germany ....-.-+«ee. 37 2.66 | Other foreign places ... 10 72 
Meorand | » sp 5 ¥ ¢ 2s 10 72 Wakiqwa > git tate eet 13 93 
MEPs lé-elis: Kove ee 6 43 “1,301 ~ 100.00 


It will be seen, from the above, that 42.49 per cent. of 
those who died from consumption were native-born. This 
includes half of those whose birthplaces were unknown. Of 
the remainder, those born in Ireland made 70.24 per cent. 
A cursory glance at the above figures might give the im- 
pression that a large proportion of the Irish-born population, 
compared with those of other nativities, died from consump- 
tion. Indeed it was announced in a report issued a few 
years since by a gentleman who has been regarded as an 
authority in such matters, that the Irish race manifested a 
proclivity that was not exhibited by those of native origin 
for tubercular diseases. A comparison of the facts ex- 
hibited in the above table will show that no such “ proclivity ” 
exists, so fur as the mortality statistics of Boston are con- 
cerned. ©The whole number of native-born decedents was 
8,120; of these, 598 (including half of the ‘‘unknown”) 
died of consumption, making 19.17 per cent. of all the 
decedents who were native-born; or, the deaths from this 
disease are in the ratio of 1 in 5.22 of the deaths from all 
other causes.. _ 

On the other hand, the total number of deaths of those 
who were Irish-born was 3,013. Of thése, 557 died of con- 
sumption, making 18.48 per cent. of all the Irish-born dece- 
dents; being in the ratio of 1 death from this cause in 5.41 
deaths from all others. 

Hydrocephalus. — There were 207 deaths reported from 
this cause, —an increase of 36 over the number recorded in 
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the preceding year, and making 2.61 per cent. of the entire 
mortality. | 

Marasmus, Scrofula, Tabes Mesenterica.—The number of 
deaths from these causes was 210, making 2.73 per cent. of 
all the deaths. 


LocaL DISEASES. 


Apoplecy and Paralysis.—The number of deaths thus 
designated was 261, 7 less than were reported in the 
preceding year, making 3.40 per cent. of the whole mor- 
tality. 

Brain, Diseases of. —There were 310 deaths from this 
class of diseases, making 40.38 per cent. of all the deaths. 
The causes thus classed include meningitis (mostly chil- 
dren), inflammation of brain, etc. 

Heart, Diseases of. —There was a large mortality from the 
various affections of the heart, the number of deaths recorded 
being 359, —an increase of 74 compared with the preceding 
year. The deaths from these causes make 4.68 per cent. of 
the entire mortality. An effort was made to obtain the’ 
specific character of each case, but the attempt was success- 
ful in only 137 instances, which are seen in the following 
table, together with the ages of the decedents :— 


Ages Ages Ages Ages 
Males. Fatty degenera- Valvular ...{| 48// Valvular. ..| 42 
tion ....]| 51 
Angina pectoris} 50 s aa) se: a casts | 20 
ae 75 aguas ; ve se eee 40 - eee 55 
sy .|1mo 
“< 63 se « es | 69 eg oe «| - 12 
“cc A 22 
d 54 s +) Sg61 ‘s o 7 
‘s A A 
44 98 oe 70 “ce . 55 
66 60 
zs 74 D . e e 62 - . ° . 18 
6é 49 
“cc 48 ce 84 “ i 60 
é 68 
oe 51 cs ; abe ee re ade 73 
Pericarditis auf 
ce 20 “e 49 “ ‘ - 82 
66 85 
ATTODDY aie se) Bok se . 13 id eas 63 
os » | 65 
Carditis. ...| 21 ss cava on RL 6 Cae ee 
a o «| 50. 
Dilatation. ..] 70 s§ “ 62 $6 64 
* 66 — 
Endocarditis .| 75 “ ik EMOTE Total males .| 61 
“6 15 —_— 
Fatty degenera- ss 69 
tion eo] T4 ee Aor) Li Females. 
6 e 30 — 
Angina pectoris} 60 


“s 40 ||Oasification . . 73 


—— 
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Ages Ages 


Angina pectoris} 49 || Fatty degenera- > Valvular. ..| 87 || Valvular. ..j{ 14 


tio AS oak 
a 76 e: és or etek 6s eee Lt 
|| Heart clot ..j| 31 
“ — 45 66 e ° ° 75 66 ° ° J 35 
ce 66 =. 69 
Garditis... .| 82 $6 oie Rit OU eyes in| 8S 
H trophy .| 49 
ee ae 82 ‘Aig nd “6 ‘ 74 6s 64 
“ Boh ew its 
Dilatation ..| 24 sé recA ews és Bp rere os Wey dh 
os “oa eal 
i ' 63 ae are 1). 49 66 - 58 
ici 69 
“e 70 “cc 55 6 68 
6 68 
Lg a 57 4 78 “6 18 
“6 47 
a - 76 ee ‘ 74 “ 63 
ss . 24 
Endocarditis .| 63 se PHD Moly a “s Ay rab! 
Pericarditis 87 
Fatty degenera- ‘& ors | 49 se eMeve | OG 
tion e . . J 48 4 . 24 
“sé A “ce 
6é 51 ce 50 F = 
“ce ce 
? im : en 65 78 
“ 36 « 2dy 
« 61 $6 33 eS aes 
ss 22 Total females 76 
“ se 22 oes] 
ES ‘fe P 42 
ee 70 “ec a 15 
“e 12 
“ 40 ]| Valvular...» ..{| 20 
“oe 
$6 47 “ Seeks 1D Y 
“ce at Sook | 
| “ . . . 74 ae | 


“cc | 74 


Bronchitis. —'The number of deaths from this cause was 
257,— an increase of 53, making 3.34 per cent. of the whole 
mortality. 

Pneumonia. — There was a large increase in the number 
of deaths from this cause, compared with the preceding year, 
the number being 581,— an increase of 97. The deaths from 


this cause made 7.57 per cent. of the whole mortality, show- 


ing a much larger percentage of fatality from this disease 
than has been seen in the last forty years, with two excep- 
tions: the first in 1846, when the deaths from this cause 
made 7.58 per cent. of the entire mortality of that year ; 
and the second was in 1850, when the percentage was 7.91. 
The disease was most severe in the months of April and 
December, 71 deaths having occurred in the first-named 
month, and 73 in the second. . 
Enteritis. —'There were 123 deaths from this disease, — an 
increase of 30. There were 41 deaths from peritonitis, 31 
from gastritis, and 8 from “diseases of the bowels,” which, 
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if added to those from enteritis, make the mortality from 
these causes 2.64 per cent. of all the deaths. 

Nephria (Brights Disease).—The number of deaths 
from this cause was 142, — 37 males and 76, females, — an 
increase of 37. There were also 25 deaths from nephritis, 
and 20 from other diseases of the kidneys, the whole num- 
ber making 2.44 per cent. of the whole mortality. 


DEVELOPMENTAL DISEASES. 


Premature Birth.— There were 148 instances of this 
character, and 173 deaths from various diseases incident to 
the earliest periods of infancy, making 4.18 per cent. of the 
whole mortality. In the preceding year the mortality from 
these causes made 3.61 per cent. of all the deaths of that 
year. 

Malformations. — There were 48 deaths thus designated, 
14 more than occurred in the preceding year. Of these 30 
cases (18 males, and 12 females) were cyanosis; 6 (3 
males and 3 females) were spina bifida; 2 (males) imper- 
forate anus; 1, imperforate urethra; 1 each, of malforma- 
tion of brain, throat, and mouth; and 6 (3 males and 3 
females) character not named. ; 

Puerperal Diseases. —'There were 68 deaths from these 
causes,— an increase of 9 over the preceding year. The fol- 
lowing table exhibits the specitic form of each cause of death, 
as reported by physicians, with the ages of the decedents : — 


AGES. AGES. 
6 | so | s | x 6 1o]6 | + 
N ior) oO st N of oo s 
SiS fate £ PRR eBaOSs 
i <a a /|&/8 | 3 

ADOTLIONG s+ a tae s 2 1 Hemorrhage. ....-. 2. SES 
“* (eriminal) . . Ll). sts b+ ©). POribOnItis: otq ke cane ~\ a * ¥ 
Convulsions... .. A) aed ol oe ines Placenta previa . 1 
Extra-uterine fotation: |.-.|..j} 1] ....|| Rupture of uterus .». .4). 05) seecieeeeniee 
MBNA ss a tadt odexiae well Qls.tet |), Septicmmia. 2) Plast ¥| 3x 1 £2 
Metrigits: a i.u.e<. sis cc 6 elle ei 2 Wot givens <i beers eee 1 2 to) 2 
Moiritit. sii tyke Whee. isis (tpt 24 | 19 | 13 | 12 


: DEATHS FROM VIOLENCE. 
Accidents. —The number of deaths from casualties was 
240,—a decrease of 10 from the number reported in 1877, 
and making 3.13 per cent. of all the deaths. Among this 
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aaiiber have been enumerated 17 deaths from sunstroke, 
ard 2 resulting from severe surgical operations. The 
ratio of deaths from accidental causes to those occurring 
from diseases.was 1 in 31.99. Of the whole number of 
male decedents, 1 in 20.33, and of the females, t in 70. 28, 

died from accidental causes. The number of deaths of this 
character during the last ten years was 2,587, being an 
annual average of 258.70 deaths. It is curious to notice the 
singular character of some of the accidents, as exhibited in 
the following table : — . 


No. No 

Males. Killed by fall of piece of iron... 1 
alee 40 | proken chain. Js... d's 1 
On railroads. .... eee te 28 Crushed by hook and lad. carriage 1 
PEPEBEEOR Ge Le us 16 46 j*.0.\e 40 sels) © ; 12 ee Wagon ....5.e, 1 
Thrown from vehicles. ...... 8 ¢s| draw-bridge. ....- 1 
Run over by vehicles ....... 6 AO yO ee ee oe ee 1 
Injured by machinery. ...... 5 PAU IDLO: TPORGW 5.5 5% >.» at vinml-< 1 
Falls downstairs. . ...2++e-+e-e 5 Fee CHTOUSN BCUSULO. 0 bus» 6 9 es 1 
BORO a) she «se seh aie is) 6. 6 “016 8 4 Sea OL SILO WIE. t's, 5 5 x» 29's 1 
Falls from windows .....+..-. 4 ‘© from ladder. . 96 6 whale ack s 1 
«« PPOINe a eo a eo ae ae 3 ‘¢ on knife in the pocket. .... 1 
OS 3 front bart ewes wo ese 1 
kind not given: ......+-. 3 ‘¢ through elevator ....... if 

“ from platforms ....... 2 Death by laudanum........ 1 

‘© on doorsteps. ....- otis 2 SV AYHONIGS whic (4 ceccer a Unive ve al 
Fall of stoneonleg ....-+... 2 ‘© lead poisoning... ... 1 
© into BeWer . . . + ss se 6 2 Suffocated by smoke. ....... 1 
By inhaling illuminating gas... . 2 fe “¢ bed-clothes ..... 1 
Killed by falling beams ..... . 2 RUMP ee niga: ellanadsa kn 8k ee 1 
s¢vessel’s boom... ss 1 Injured at birth . 29... 6 © ese 1 

‘© fallof hogshead....- 1 Choked by quid of tobacco 1 

i: PRPDALPC]) se" so avs 1 Seni’! OT BNE chatter te) ase toe a i 

ab BEY Ate *s) at ote 0 e's 1 Hand caught on spike fence... . il 

“ bursting of grindstone ate 1 Jumped from window (delirium) . 1 
“fall of derrick. ... +. 1 Injured in gymnasium. ...... 1 

‘ at staging... 0.3 « « 1 CRONE SUR STUD G Wen ote, aaron erin 1 

‘© fall into vessel’s hold .. ut (CP while coasting a. as = st 1 

“« against curbstone . . 1 Oubby glasses nic. + » = os ; 1 


°tor, ? wea 
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No. No. 
Leg torn offby rope... 2.20. 1 Scalded.. ... ss < « e-simuanenes 3 
Thrown against a tree. .....- 1 Thrown from vehicle ......-. 1 
Suffocated in sand-bank...... 1 Suffocated by coal gas... 2... 1 
RuM.Over Dy Horse's o's) ete wt ons ah Ss ‘“* hydrogen gas... . a 
Kicked by horse... . +e e es 1 By oil of cedar oe <6 te’ 0 (en emOuneENe 1 
ERIN AS ood aa 0 o.oo 6 1 $6 ATBENIC... sic < vosia oOo One 1 
After surgical operation. ..... 1 Se styrchnia. ~. 05% jones e7 Saeeeenne 1 
From exposure . . 6 «se ee ee it “ oil of turpentine, ‘ ». SU Repere 1 
By poison notnamed ....... 1 poison not named .) sown 1 
Other accidents notnamed .... 5 Fall while running’. . 2. seman a 
—_—— $6 out Of DEd sce. len temeeeenes 1 
Total males .0.'.:. ss 3 ess 184 © “of boards... « +): senmeenes 1 
“|. from building». « « 4 Sanne 1 
se" SS steps. 6m ae fee 1 
Females. i | ¢ Yon sidewalks, ~~ ‘sit itera 1 
Burned hess, 62s else tote oy : 7 Cut by glass... %)% ~ to) «semen 1 
Balls from windows « % « « 2° 5 By fright +. i. % ~« = «= sennenennS 1 
See GOwWn-Stalrses, sl4.00 one) ollete 5 Surgical operation. . © <ecmsmemens 1 
SUNStOKE Ss wis, «4, © wy whee tee 5 From drinkingaleohol. ...... 1 
ED YONSNE Cees. 28145: sikien shear, «Mantes b Other accidents not named. .... 2 
Falls, kinds not given ....... 4 
On railroads!sa s,s) 3. ets) pies 0) 6, ve 3 Total females ~ . < semerenatee 56 


- 


Homicides.— There was an increase of 6 deaths of this 
character, the number being 14. 

Suicides. — There were 34 deaths thus reported, 5 less 
than occurred in the preceding year. ‘The following table 
shows the various ways in which self-destruction was accom- 
plished : — 


g g 

a 3 wm = 

vo o 

c 5 c g 

a Fy al ey 
By SHOOUNS a «aan cieeliar ne ‘| 14 . By morphine -.. 2... «cs satlueneneanns -1 , 

| 

‘Srhanging...\oilerhios vee ses T 1 oxalic acidy sielgena ee rt atta” 
a Seentting throat. os otter ik 4 SA Le <6 Yopiliniy;.p ss sees seamen 1 oh os 
BES CLYONW TDS etoile h ste ulodwy > 1 “s Paris green «ie, os sane 1 = Welente 
<P TAU ATU. sh oh ov only alee 1 . . {|| Jumped from window ..|..-«. >» 1 
STAT RODE) bps oc et ntves  aktai 1 s se 31 + 3 
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1&6 321 86 eh oP es 8¢ 19 OL 66 FOL IL 46 7 PO ade tts tt boa Argenta 
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__—-~-«‘The percentages of the mortality from the several classes 
of diseases, as shown in the above table, are exhibited in the 
following statement : — 


ZYMOTIC DISEASES. Per ct. Per ct. LOCAL DISEASES. Perct. Per ct. 


Miasmatic ... ws... . 2461 Of Organs of Locomotion. .43 . 
PEEEIOM RE man os so e)se. 9s 600 Integumentary system. .03 — 36.17 
Dietic .. 6+. + see 238 DEVELOPMENTAL DISEASES. 

Parasitic Pustisee sh st ws de- S001) —-'25,86 Of Children. . ...«e«.« 4.09 

* CONSTITUTIONAL DISEASES. SOONY OUOTS P eae ch eco ac OO 
Diathetic .. 1. «+ « «+ 8,04 Old people; cays, « cmen 2cO% 
Puvercular, .. .. .. «23.69 — 26.73 Nutrition ....... 1.88 — 8.80 

LocAL DISEASES. VIOLENT DEATHS. 

Of Nervous system... . 8.91 Accident or neglect. . . . 2.89 
Circulatory system .. 4.87 Suicide ..+-.+-++s- Add 
Respiratory ‘“ . «12.47 HIGMNGIAG Fas ose cio west 518 
Digestive “ oe OG Sunstroke ....2... .22. 
Urinary “ 5 SOS Surgical operation .... .01 
Generative “ eno 9 ie Not specified... ..... .20 — 8:94 


The following table was politely furnished by Sergt. B. M. 
PURSSELL, of Sig. Corps. U.S.A. :— , 


METEOROLOGICAL SUMMARY FOR 1878. 


. gk 
TEMPERATURE. > a) 6° 
aS be a na E cal 
tS SEN RE ro E ely te Do S oy 
bo F SS et a eed 4 = 
: © = A s¢ 
MonrTHs. = 2 ='5 eq 5 was eg oe 
a @ S gs BIO ot O os 
oh ca CS ee ag 33 8 2 
one ro} o ne fs om ° be ou os 
~F ms) a 64 < va A a 
dganuary.... 54 —6 28.3 N.W. 7.60 17 Pe 9 vee 
e 
February... 56 4 31.0 N.W. 4.40 13 10 6.77 
March «... 71 10 39.5 W. 5.91 16 13 8.15 
PAPYIL oe 2 6 17 84 47.2 EK. 6.14 21 19 7.61 
Re 85 38 55.3 N.W. 1.03 17 anh 7.67 
June ...-- 92 45 64.2 S.W. 2.28 14 7 7.52 
(a 98 54 | 72.7 Ww. 4.58 13 11 10.38 
August .... 87 53 68.1 W. 7.66 gy) 8 10,06 
September .. 91 40 62.9 8.W. 3.47 15 11 8.16 
October ... 79.5 33 65.3 S.W. 6.76 13 at 8.64 
November .. 61 22.5 39.9 Ww. 8.94 17 13 8.13 
December. . . 59 | 10.5 | 29.6 Ww. 6.76 16 11 9.20 
Yearly means .| 75.9 28.2 49.5 Ww. 65.53 189 134 100.00 
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The mean temperature for the year was 49.5°. In the 
preceding year it was precisely the same. The amount of 
rain and melted snow was 65.53 inches. In 1877 the amount 
was 51.49. The number of days on which rain or snow 
fell was 189. In 1877 the number was 164. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


It is known to those who are familiar with the subject, 
that the birth-rate and the marriage-rate have been, for a 
number of years, declining throughout the United States. 
This is true in regard to Massachusetts, as well as to the 
City of Boston. In the birth-records of this city of a 
hundred or more years ago, nothing is more conspicuous 
than the long lists of children of the same parents, which 
are suggestive of platoons of soldiers on a march. Such 
exhibitions are not frequent at the present day. Children 
do not now appear with undeviating chronological regu- 
larity, but come, when they come at ‘all, at long” intervals. 

It is obvious that the prolific qualities so characteristic of 
past generations are not manifested at the present time. 
Latitudinarian views, particularly concerning social questions, 
have assailed, and, to a great extent, undermined, old customs 
and habits. The marriage relation is considered by many 
simply as one of expediency, in which no one but the parties 
themselves have any concern; and the natural results of 
marriage are regarded with like looseness and ¢unconcern. 
That these notions are mainly responsible for the present 
low marriage-rate and birth-rate is more than probable. 
The social and moral tendencies of society are wholly in 
this direction, and there appears no probability that the 
current will set in any other direction. “ Old things” have 
indeed passed away forever, and it needs no prophetic vision 
to forecast the end. 


MARRIAGES. 


As has been stated in another part of this report, there 
were 3,032 marriages solemnized in Boston during the past 
year, or there was one person married in each 60.19 of the 
estimated population. The change that has occurred in this 
particular during the last twenty-eight years will be seen 
by reference to the marriages in 1850, the first year of 
which reliable statistics are obtainable. In that year there 
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were 2,539, marriages, or there was one person married in 
each 27.21 of the population of that. year. 

There is another fact connected with the subject of mar- 
riage which is worthy of notice. Over 30 per cent. of the 
males deferred marriage until they had passed their twenty- 
fifth year; and another portion, making 25 per cent. of the 
whole number married, remained‘ single until they had 
passed their thirtieth year. The reason commonly assigned 
for this delay is, inability to provide properly for the wants 
of a family. While this may be the reason why some do 
not enter the marriage state until a late period, or not at all, 
it is doubtful whether it is true of all. It may be safely 
averred that prudential considerations, of whatever char- . 
acter, are rarely potent enough to repress the natural and 
strongest instincts of human nature. This will be seen in 
the example exhibited by that class of the community who 
furnish the largest bulk of the marriages, and contribute the 
largest additions to the living population. As this class are 
very far removed from a condition of affluence, the reason 
given for avoiding marriage would naturally be expected to 
come from them rather than from the others. But it is far 
otherwise. Obviously there is one portion of the commu- 
nity, and not that which one would expect to furnish the 
example, who have not progressed so far in the domain of 
“free thought” as to hold that it is either wise or profitable 
to traverse natural laws. 


HEALTH OF BosTon. 


There exists the belief, to some extent, that the sanitary 
condition of Boston has become less favorable within the 
last few years than it was formerly. This belief is not well 
founded. There is no other method of determining the 
sanitary condition of a city than by its death-rate; and, 
whether this rate is excessive or otherwise, is not settled by 
any rate that has been arbitrarily fixed, but by comparison 
with those of other cities of like characteristics, and subject 
to the same internal and external influences. When tested in 
this manner, Boston presents a condition of health that com- 
pares most favorably with any city of like size and condi- 
tions. There are but few places in the United States, or in 
Europe, with so large a population, that exhibits a lower 
death-rate than that of Boston in 1878. Whenever such an 
occurrence takes place, it will usually be found in cities 
occupying genial and temperate latitudes, and exempt from 
the harsh and extreme climatic changes which are experi- 
enced here. 
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The general health of a city is indicated by the extent to 
which zymotic diseases prevail. By reference to a table in 
another part of this report, it will be seen that the deaths 
during the past year from these causes made 24.61 per cent. 
of the whole mortality. In 1877 the proportion was 27 
per cent., and in 1876, 29.45 per cent. The deaths from 
diphtheria (458), with those from croup (127), in 1878, 
made 7.62 per cent. of the deaths from all causes. 

- Of the diarrhceal diseases, (which made 10.26 per cent. 
of the whole mortality) the deaths from cholera infantum 
numbered 395. The mortality from this cause is always 
large in Boston. As the largest portion of deaths from this 
cause occur in crowded dwellings, without proper ventila- 
tion, located in narrow alleys and courts, little can be done, 
- under such conditions, to lessen the severity of the affliction. 
Heat and impure air, the latter generated by numbers, are 
the principal causes of this disorder. ‘The first it is impos- 
sible to avoid, and the second is hardly less so. Whatever 
sanitary measures may be employed to meet the case, they 
can only be externally applied, and serve but to awaken 
attention. So long, therefore, as dwellings occupy such 
localities, and are overcrowded with human beings, deprived 
of light and pure air, so long will the harvest of death con- 
tinue. Self-interest is a law of human nature, and renders 
men unwilling to forego exacting what the necessities of 
others compel them to yield; while none are powerful 
enough to forbid what both are willing to accept. Philan- 
thropy and Christian obligation may interpose their plea for 
the indigent and unfortunate; but this rarely affects the 
rent-roll; never mollifies the heat of summer; nor do they 
ever introduce a current of pure air where vested rights 
shuts it out. Such is the condition of populous cities, and 
it presents a problem not easy of solution. Even if it were 
an easy matter — which it is not —to administer a sanitary 
corrective to the evils here alluded to, it would be exceed- 
ingly difficult at the outset to define the limit between in- 
dividual and public rights. 

Much has been said regarding the sanitary condition of 
Boston, and many dismal complaints have been uttered as to 
its future state. A great deal of these objurgations are 
founded, not on what is known and understood, but on what 
is mere conjecture. A familiarity with the subject, acquired 
by a knowledge of what the city has been and is, would 
_ show that the fears so loudly expressed are not justified by 
the facts. If it were necessary to assign the reasons for this 
assertion, they would be found in the very facts which are 
designated for the contrary purpose. In short, it should be 
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understood, first, that the sanitary condition of Boston is, 
and has always been, a good one. Secondly, that the means 
for preserving the public health are abundant, and no less 
efficient now than they have always been. Thirdly, that the 
fears engendered by any supposed untoward condition are 
wholly groundless. 

The following table exhibits the territorial area of Boston 
in acres, together with the proportion of deaths on each acre. 
Where more than one ward forms a district, it is on account 
of territorial contiguity, or homogeneity of population. In 
regard to East Boston (Wards 1 and 2), Charlestown ( Wards 
3, 4, and 5), and South Boston (Wards 13, 14, and 15), 
they are embraced in three separate districts because of their 
disconnection from the city proper : — 


No. of | No. of | Deaths No. of | No. of | Deaths 


WARDS. Acres. | Deaths. ype WARDS. Acres. | Deaths. heel 
Wards land2.| 1,529.62 590 29 || Ward19 ... 148.60 416 2.80 
Gp Bhan vs 542.75 707 1.30 Li VG eee 666.00 301 45, 
. ke aa 252.67 1,104 4.37 SON 4 ae 636.60 176 27 
°s 9, 10, 11 645.33 586 .90 SO ZO gt Vial Wet s0G0.00 238 22 
12 and 16 210.25 628 3.38 Eee wats Ae, 0,550.00) 181 .28 
Petia, 14, ho} 1,175.00 1,151 98 (6 24 4,2 «| 4,762.00 216 04 

« 17 and 18 203.30 375 1.84 ‘625 2 «| 62,843.00 112 05 


Total . . . | 20,581.12 | 6,781 


The deaths in the wards only are given in the above 
table. 


RECORDS. 


By an examination of the records in this office, it would 
be evident that there is some difficulty in making an accurate 
record, notwithstanding its apparent simplicity. . 

The follow list shows the various ways in which the same 
names were reported for registration : — 


1. Ericsson, Ericson, Erickson, Erexton, Herickson, 
Herrickson. 

2. Funchin, Franchon, Funchon, Funcheon, Funchen. 

8. Flushr, Flushar, Flusher, Flucia, Frushar. 

4. Fleurant, Fleurent, Fleurint. 

5. Pigon, Piegeon, Pigeon, Pijon. 
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6. Resterick, Restorick, Restarrick, Restarick. 
7. Schlittler, Slitler, Schlettsler. 
8. Tregurtha, Tergurtha, Trequitha. 


That the schoolmaster was abroad when the above names 
were enrolled is quite evident ; and it is equally evident that 
he will have to be at home before the correct mode of spell- 
ing some of them can be ascertained. 


Respectfully submitted, 


_N. A. APOLLONIO, 
City Registrar. 
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CITY OF BOSTON, 
ee eerste 
CITY REGISTRAR. 
BIRTHS, aiken AND DEATHS 


LY OB BOSTON. 


For the Year 1879. 


To the Honorable City Council: — 


The undersigned herewith respectfully submits his report 
of the births, marriages, and deaths in the city of Boston 
during the year 1879 : — 


Birtus in 1879. 


The number of births registered during the year was 
10,200, showing an increase of only 15 over the number re- 
corded in 1878. The sexes were 5,251 males, and 4,949 
females. The change that has taken place in the birth-rate 
during the last six years (embracing the period of the last 
annexation) is seen in the subjoined table : — 


Years. Births. Years. Births. Years. Births. 
OCS ae ila Lay Wye Ve Gumamene’ « 10,773 TSTS Pees ete 10,185 
TOieias ess. 11,020 LB pieek oetas a 10,530 137s thay wirate 10,200 


It will be seen that there were 1,517 births less in 1879 
than were registered in 1874, being a decrease of over 12 


s , 
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per cent. As the system of collecting births in Boston is 
that of house to house visitation, the only method that is of 
any value in large cities, the decrease is not owing to any 
failure in registering ; : tie decrease is real, and the cause of 
it deserves more consideration than it is likely to receive. 

The population of the city, according to the United States 
census, just completed, is 1363,565. This shows that there 
was one birth in each 35.64. If the number of still-births 
be included, the ratio will be 1 in 34.11. The change that 
has occurred in the birth-rate of Boston during the last thirty 
years is seen in the fact, that in 1850 there was one birth in 
each 25.84 of the population of that year. If the statistics 
of the still-births during the same period were accessible, 
and taken into the account, the ratio would be increased 
proportionately. 


35 38 S68 

> > > 
° ies ° ‘ o 
WARDS. a a oe WARDS. 3 Bs a n 2 WARDS. a a Zo a 
i 3 OFPeR = eS O% k < oC Oo} 3 
= Y Wey = 2 KAO ir = Ko 
FQ A |Rec —Q A |Aas fea) A |Aec 
Lfs- 46 3878 275 103 10 113 141 19 606 371 235 
Dir ks 422 311 hb OW Goes ey 199 123 20 ove: eee 3809 221 
Sieiee swore. 200 101 ONS ten ott yA LA: $11 1034) \/ 20 oe eeu 194 114 
4. 296 231 65 MGP 5 ay-G 737 494 248} 22 ove eee 207 268 
Dieta 6 277 200 17 LAr eee mood 823 212°|) 23. «vs 4) Woe 249 307 
6. 616 408 208 LDS esol) 404 228 236 |i 24 eet esl ATO 217 261 
eect « 423 284 139 Gre catieteo 293 1507/3 250s A se ekos 104 84 

Si 587 255 832 Lice oS 261 PH Tn8...>< {ibe ene 

Os es 227 218 9 18% foe e eel 169 AT Totals | 10,200} 7,485 | 2,765 


It will be seen by the foregoing table that the births ex- 
ceeded the deaths by 2,765. In Ward 10 there were 28 
more deaths than births. In East Boston there was a de- 
crease of 52 births from the number registered in 1878, and 
142 compared with 1877. There was also a decrease in 
Charlestown of 36, and in South Boston of 3. In Dorchester, 
West Roxbury, and Brighton (Wards 24, 23, and 25), how- 
ever, there was an increase of 14, 55, 58, and 3, respectively. 

The births in each month are shown in the following 
‘table : — 


1Since the above was written, and the explanatory tables made, a revision of the 
census returns shows that the population is 363,938,—an increase that does not 
materially affect the result as given in this report. 


rot vor. eS “ 
ue ¥ ; : ‘ ri seer , 
- ra. A> Gis wage e Sy ji ru 


od 
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eis M. | F. | 38d quarter.| M. | F. | 4th quarter. ‘M. | FB. 
April .| 414] 375] July ...| 496] 423] October .| 437| 442 


May ..| 353] 378} August. .| 513) 445| November | 464] 446 
June. .| 3877| 391} September | 416) 397} December | 440] 459 


1,339] 1,195 1,144/1,144 _ 11,425/1,265 1,341]1,347 


Z It will be noticed that in the first quarter the male chil- 
dren exceeded the female by 144; in the second quarter the 
numbers were equal; in the third, there were 160 more 


~~ males than females; while in the fourth quarter the females 
outnumber the males by six. 

aS The daily average of births during the year was 27.94. 
___ The daily average in January was 27; in February, 28; in 


|  £March, 28.51; in April, 26.30; in May, 23.58; in June, 
meenz5.60; in July, 29.64; in August, 80.90; in September, 
4 mie 10; in October, 28. 35; ; in Nevember: 30. 333; in Decem- | 
cr = ober, 28.68. 


.. The following table exhibits several interesting facts. The 
Bt East Boston, Charlestown, and two of the South Boston 
wards are omitted in the comparison, for the reason that the 
native and foreign born populations in those places are more 
equal in number than in the other wards : — 
.' 
a | 
POPULATION LARGELY NATIVE. POPULATION LARGELY FOREIGN. 
‘ Per eee Per cent. | Per cent. P Scoeen: Per cent. | Per cent. 
a ; deta eee bine loa Voss as births. ean 
ae — — — —_——__—— — 
* 4 oe.’ 3.36 2.22 Pe OGY, ce pgrsee 4.65 6.05 5.49 
_ eae, ).-~ 8.10 1.11 POR OTN clea « 3.58 4.15 3.82 
er.) «4.59 3.16 Or oad | at a 3.51 5.75 3.43 
) 2 5.25 ase Ware. 4.11 4.06 4.18 
a Pers. | 8.06 2,82 or ea See 5.92 7.23 6.64 
Me ik... ..) 8.62 2.11 Oona ae 4.18 4.34 3.94 
Mero ai.....| 4.08 3.02 BOLO «ta e's 5.49 5.94 | 4.99 
megs... | 8.86 Ger G.80 1 |20< <a a 4.79 5.20 4.16 
4 ee ee 4.69 202 |102..... 3.51 4.66 2.78 


ee | ee ef 


Totals. . 86.86 29.83 26.51 Totals. . 39.74 | 47.38 | 39.43 
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There was a decrease of the population in Wards 9, 17, 
and 18, in the first division of the table, according to the 
State census of 1875, but an increase in Wards 10, 11, 14, 
21, 23, and 24. In the second division there was a decrease 
in every ward but three,—19, 20, and 22. 

The nine wards in the first division of the table, containing 
a large native population, embrace 36.86 per cent. of the 
whole population. The sanitary condition of those wards is 
indicated by the fact that only 26.51 per cent. of the whole 
mortality occurred in those localities. At the same time it 
will be observed, that while those wards contain 36.86 per 
cent. of the entire population of the city, only 29.83 per 
cent. of all the births took place in them. 

On the other hand, the second division of the table pre- 
sents facts not less significant and interesting. It will be 
perceived that the percentage of births and the percentage of 
deaths in the wards comprising that part of the table are 
nearly the same. The percentage of births is in marked 
contrast to that of the first division. 
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es 
_ An examination of the preceeding table will show that the 


number of native-born fathers (including half of those 
-recorded as “unknown,” 311) was 4,084, making 40 per 


cent. of the whole number. The number of instances in 
which both parents were native-born, including, as before, 
half of the “unknown,” was 3,062, making 30 per cent. of | 
the entire number. When it is remembered that a large 
number of those who are classed as native-born are the chil- 
dren of those who were of foreign birth, it will appear 
evident that the unadulterated native element is of the most 
attenuated character. In short, over 60 per cent. of the 
children born in Boston each year are of foreign parentage, 
which fact, taken in connection with the migratory tenden- 
cies of the genus Yankee, will doubtless, ina few years, make | 
it not very difficult to determine what race, native or foreign, 
dominates here. 

The children of English, Scotch, and British American 
parentage make 13.37 per cent. of the whole number. Those 
of German, Austrian, and Dutch origin make 5 per cent. ; 


those of French, Swiss, Spanish, Italian, and Portuguese, 2 


per cent.; and those of Russian, Polish, Swedish, Danish, 


and Norwegian, 1.72 per cent. 


TABLE II. COLORED BIRTHS. 


BIRTHPLACES OF MOTHERS. 


British 


BIRTHPLACES OF States, Ireland. England. eecpiia Unknown. 

FATHERS. a 
| | | 

M F M F M. F M F M F fa 

United States ..| 70 58 1 HY PRs Anis Ses 7 Sie irae, “el tpaicen ec (REGU 
SIAN 96s: '0, 5 | sss ier tae liste cs ee ects) tee aliheh ws «| asarie: [Ragas 3 
British America .|...j]... : 3 Zi rere . 5 
Germany .... 1 ° . . ee ee 1 
West Indies... ye ee . ° ° . 2 
South America . nV SS GoD Ue Ome Bere i 
J \ng Fe: 1 1 ee vas . oe 2 
BERIMENOWN ‘5°, . « 8 5 . 1 3 4 21 
Verala. "si. 3 83 65 1 1 2 © eo |g hs 5 3 4 175 


The number of colored children born was 175, — an increase 
of 14 over the number born in 1878. The sexes were 
100: males, 75 females. ‘There were 3 instances of twin 


\ 
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births. The colored population of 1870 was 3,745 ; estimat- 


ing it at 4,000 the present time, the ratio of colored births — 


will be 1 in 22.86 of the colored population. The ratio of 
white births to the white population was 1 in 35.86. It is 
stated elsewhere that the number of colored decedents in 
1879 was 196, exceeding the number of births by 21. There 
have been but few times within recent years when a similar 
result has not been witnessed; and, were it not for the 
additions from without, the race would eventually disappear 
from this locality. By the census of 1850 Boston contained 
1,999 colored persons, and the other towns, since incorpo- 
rated with the city, 324, making the total number to be 
2,328, By the census of 1860 the number was 2,561, show- 
ing an increase of only 238 during the ten years. At the 
end of the succeeding ten years the number had risen to 
3,745, —an increase of 1,184. This period embraced the years 
of the civil war, and it was undoubtedly owing to that event 
that this large addition to the colored population occurred. 


Although these facts present but a limited field for conclusive 


deductions, there is enough, nevertheless, to justify the 
averment, that the colored race finds its congenial home in 
southern latitudes, and that the struggle to make it take root 
in northern regions will prove, as it has always proved, a 
difficult one. 


TABLE III. TWIN BIRTHS. 


3 
e oO 
2 5 
3 eg , ‘ 
D eh +e < b e 
cs) & I S is a i) a 
BIRTHPLACES OF FATHERS. 2 = ac = g g g a 
3 o 2 8 = 3 a 3 
Pp par jaa} o) a) 4) p x 
HALE State ews vs Feuvetel ells) ste bes 20 A Dalitsd eigen lcotetse PRR ibe) oo 29 
MTEINNIG Helle kat ete tisitels Lekis uetie Metisde i 80 1 Lo Aus 3) oo} oie ee 33 
England oe. © 8 8 6 8 29-6 © @ .0' @ 6 2 e e e 1 . . . . . . ee . . . a 
SSCODLAN GU Nce cts Woks Hele Wel siis a ciss Meta 3 i Bl At cp Pe rd 1 4 2h ee 5 
ASTIN DEA TEPICA ile, Felie) eee Relate Malic] no risace SOG ae Fe yar ARG 6x). 6-0 | es x 
CT OPINADY eel, cis elhey cae sa en shes Hells Aye cieaie’ (Revie © 0) Coptay ail totem 3 2| Sane 7 
PATIIOR ie ab cikcuietts Cola te sivaukewemere Le lhe cee’ |e ce 6) | ee stines | heUle cence enn a 
TNENO WI ries Boake cect es aoe 1 PA EOS ag 4 1 8 
PLOLAIS ss oe Balieies lade ee ous 32 41 2 1 13 3 1 93 


There were 94 plural births the past year, including one 
triplicate birth, —an increase of 3 over the number of the 
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preceding year. ‘The ratio of plural to single births was 1 in 
108.51. In 34 instances both children were males; in 
36, both were females; in 23, 1 was a male and the other 
~a female. In the case of the triplets, 2 were males and 


La female. 


The children of foreign-born fathers (including half of 
those recorded as of “unknown parentage”) make 64.89. 
per cent. of the whole number. ‘The father of the triplets - 
was a German, and the mother a native. 


TABLE IV. STILL-BIRTHS. 


a E Q é 
x MO . a MO 
Hf 3 q ® 3 o 

<8 ee Bil ae: cea tee a 

a p a ey pb 
MUUSTY: s «« 22 Bea iichat vce] MOLY Lee irae! s s 26 131 3t <a ahanane 
February .... 15 13 2} August ss. % 23 10 |... 
DOE CIA eee x 19 DOR ese sp) MepteMaber « .. « 29 LOY Wet ae Rekte 
20) 6 ae a re 22 DRA s, sive QCtOUeN) asi ids 30 Piper che 
Be hak) atid’ 13 10 |....{ November... 19 10%) raced 4 tern 

PUM we 6 oe 31 TO ie sia. |) December © ./. | . 26 19 2 

otal. < afe 275 178 ct 


The number of still-births during the year was 457, an in- 
crease of 10 over the number of the preceding year. The 
ratio of these cases to the children born alive was 1 in 22.32. 
The males exceeded the females by 97, there being 277 of . 
the former and 180 of the latter, dividing the 8 “un- 
known” between them. In 13 instances the children 
(12 of them males) were of colored parents, being 1 
in 13.46 of those of that race who were born alive. Among 
the number there was 1 triplicate birth (all males), and 5 
twin births, in 4 of which cases all were males, and in the 


other both were females. 


The ratio of still-births to those born alive, according to 
the nativity of their mothers (omitting the “unknown” ) 
was: native, 1 in 22.40; Irish, 1 in 22.44; English, 
Scotch, and British American, 1 in 23.57; German, 


Swedish, Norwegian, and Russian, 1 in 238.27; Italian, 


French, and Spanish, 1 in 19.17. 
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MARRIAGES IN 1879. 


The number of marriages registered during the year was 
3,461, —an increase of 429 compared with the preceding 
year, — making a daily average of 9.48 marriages, or showing 
that in each 52.52 of the population there was one person 
matried. 

The number of intentions of marriage recorded ‘each 
month during the year, together with the actual marriages, 


co) : 
is seen in the following table : — 


x 
Intentions. 


| Marriages. 
| Intentions 
| Marriages. 
| Intentions. 
Marriages. 
| Intentions 
| Marriages. 


January . | 267| 271) April. . .| 833] 300} July .. .{| 269) 247) October. .| 429] 431 
February . | 291} 317) May .. .| 294] 262; August . .]| 249) 225] November | 3872] 379 
March .. | 186} 109] June .. .]| 284] 305} September | 369} 312} December. | 363} 303 


The number of intentions of marriage recorded was © 


3,656, — an increase of 213 over the nnmber of the preced- 
ing year, and 195 more than the marriages recorded. When 
it is remembered that some of these licenses are used in other 
towns and States, and others may not have been used at all, the 
result of the “sober second thoughts” of their holders, and that 
a very few dilatory clergymen will from time to time return 
Some more, it will be evident that this part of the regis- 
tration work is very satisfactorily performed. 


ma 
za 


| 


he 


+s 


Other States ..... 169 | 167 | 303 | 22 23 
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TABLE V. MARRIAGES IN 1879. 


BIRTHPLACES OF BRIDES. 


ees SD 
BIRTHPLACES OF. oe a : Bi hike x 
name 4 QE gs |e) os | 28] a | FB 
S/e| 8 jé3) § |S3|/38/ 8/88) 3 8 
° S ve as o 8 MH <q o 15m ° o 
ea | °o jf ee ay ee 6 Oo a Ay 
enters 4, 7.) 288 f, 119 | 100] 17 | -. 42 33 | 4 609 17.60 
; - 
Other towns in theState] 203 | 271 | 170 | 15 47 60 |, 2 171 |* 22,28 


6 

2 

3 
England and Wales. . 25 22 10 | 20 OW (od a3: LOM gas 

Drelamd . <6 se cos 84 33 12!12| 456! 38 

4 

3 


peotiand J. ....% 8 2 Te 8 5 42 1.21 

British America ... 38 19 30 | 8 23 104 |. 227 6.56 

Germany andN.Europe| 27 12 1p 5s ea 3 | 72 147 4.25 

Other foreign places . 23 5 9; 4 3; 1 9 60 | 114 3.29 
“1 0) Cl ea 865 650 658 |105 631 | 25 364 | 85 | 78 | 3,461 


Per cent. . . . ~ « «| 25.00 | 18.78 | 19.01 |3.03| 18.23 | .72 | 10.52 |2.46/2.25/ . . . | 100.00 


The number of marriages of which the grooms only were 
native-born was 2,173, making 62.79 per cent. of the 
whole number. The number of unmixed marriages, that is, 
those of which both parties were American-born, was 1,780, 
making 51.43 per cent. of all the marriages. In the pre- 
ceding year the marriages of which the grooms only were 


native- born made 58.41 per cent. of the whole number of 


that year, while the unmixed marriages made 46.93 per 
cent. 

The number of marriages of which the brides only were 
native-born was the same as that of the grooms, — 2,173, or 
62.79 per cent. of the whole number. In considering the 
general characteristics of the parties here alluded to, it 
should not be forgotten that many of them had foreign-born 
parents, and seretors were not sufticiently distant from 
their origin to make them distinctively American. 

The Irish-born grooms (637 in number, just one more 


than were registered in the preceding year) made 18.40 per 


cent. of all the grooms, and 49.45 per cent. of all who were 


foreign-born. The whole number of brides who were born 


_in Ireland was 631, making 18.23 per cent. of all the brides, 


and 48.99 per cent. of those who were foreign-born. 
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f 
England, Scotland, and British America furnished 390_ 
grooms and 494 brides, making, in the first instance, 30.28 
per cent. of the foreign grooms, and, in- the last, 26.07 per 
cent. of the foreign brides. 


TABLE VI. AGES OF THE PARTIES MARRIED. 


AGES OF BRIDES. 


o A F is ye 

AGES OF GROOMS. a 8 S g 3 S S s “ 3 

rg 3 = a} a} 8 2 B=} = 5 

=) a a % gS 4 3 & = Oy 

Tinder 21: she > us 15 55 2 4 I< y Ss] oa 73 | 2.11 
POLLO ate Baek sratks a oe 45) 829 86 LE or ea oh a cence 951 | 27.48 
BE do BO Asis tues fhe 20 | 703 | 415 BT |< sed ea fan te ee LOG ee ore 
BOMEOTSO wets. cok ot ces ke is 3 257 342 269 yr ieee 893 | 25.80 
7 0 ee eh es eet, ree 21 51 | 122 42 3 ; 239 | 6.90 
BART OO Wee cokes Brey |e a 3 5} 39] 31 6 ich asl ee clos 
On row (Ueice een ak ae Are ren DON ears 6 8 5 1 1 23 66 
POAO WON eee ee etre sitees ae heel tema enite ees 1 1 uf evens 3 .09 
SROLEIS ©. nelce totic incitrouns 63 | 1,870 901 506 104 15 1 10 se 8 all ee 
Per cent. . .. «| 1.82 | 54.03 | 26.03 | 14.62 | 3.01 43 | ole ta) ee ee OO L0G 


The facts exhibited in the foregoing table are always 
curious and interesting. Age, as well as mental and physi- 
cal characteristics, are easily recognized, it is affirmed, in 
the human progeny; and, were it possible to follow the 
individual instances in the above tabulation, and others of 
a similar nature, many divergent theories regarding the 
propagation of the species might be harmonized and settled. 

Of the whole number of grooms, 73 were under 21 years 
of age, and 63 of the brides were under 18. Fifteen of 
the former married minor brides. If the phrase, “ Love is 
blind,” needs any verification, so far as age is concerned, the 
above table will render that process easy. It will be seen 
that 2 grooms under 21 years married brides between 25 
and 30; while another married one who had passed her 30th 
year. Two grooms of 50 married brides of 23 and 26 years 
respectively. Two others, of 52 years, married brides of 18 
and 23 years. Three grooms, aged 60 years, chose brides 
who were 20, 23, and 80 years, respectively. Of 2 others, 
aged 74 and 79, one married a bride 35 years old, and the 
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other one of 49 years. There was one couple married 


_ whose ages were 69 years. 


Of the whole number of minor grooms 8 were 18 years 
of age, 18 were 19 years, and 47 were 20 years of age. Of 


the 63 minor brides one was 15 years of age, 11 were 16_ 


years old, and 51 were 17 years of age. 
In 431 instances (12.45 per cent. of the whole number) 


the brides were older than the grooms they married. 


TABLE VII. NUMBER OF TIMES MARRIED. 


BRIDES. 
. GROOMS. 

First. |Second.| Third. | Fourth.| Totals. 

MPR TCIRUO es sles ele. 0. 00sere «ss . | 2,708 171 3 1 2,883 
0 ES a 390 136 7 1 534 
MPC NATIIAGO. ps6 ve «650 ED ae Roe - 24 16 Die hairs baths 42 
0 US a SSeS on ae Piet ena: ts Tene ahh s vats QW eda ory ak tas. te etre 2 
SORE ee ee clei stv 4 eleile Sie 2s. 6 8 | 0,122 825 12 2 3,461 


The foregoing shows, that of the whole number of grooms 
2,883 were married for the first time, and that 3,122 of the 
brides were spinsters. It will also be seen that 171 bache- 
lors married widows, and 38 married brides who had been 
widowed twice, and one chose as his wife a lady who had 
lost 3 husbands. Of the 534 widowers, 390 consoled 
themselves with spinsters; 136 observed the fitness of 
things by marrying widows; 7 others were united to 
those who had been widowed twice; and 1 was successful 
in capturing a bride who had been thrice widowed. There 
were 2 grooms who chose as their second wives those who 
had been widowed once. 

The number of instances in which both grooms and brides 
were colored was 49; and in 32 cases the grooms were 
colored and the brides white. In one instance the groom 
was colored and the bride an Indian. It will thus be seen, 
that there was 1 colored person married in each 30.53 of the 
colored population, estimated at 4,000. On the other 
hand, among the whites, there was one person married in 
each 53 of the white population. 

Of the grooms 2,872 were residents of Boston at the time 
of marriage; 386 resided in other parts of the State; and 
203 belonged in other States. Of the brides, 2,980 resided 


Tr 
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in Boston; 325 belonged in other parts of the State, whils 
156 came from other States: 


Dratas IN 1879. 


The number of deaths during the past. year was 7,435 — 
3,675 males and 3,760 females, —a decrease of 242 deaths, 
compared with the number registered in the preceding year, 
— making the death-rate to be 20.45 deaths in each 1,000 
of the entire population, or one death in each 48.90. 
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- The facts exhibited in the foregoing are always of great 
interest. It is seen that the number of decedents under 
20 years of age was 3,476, or 44.75 per cent. of all who 
died. Of all who died no less than 1,690 (22.73 per cent. ) 


were under one year, about the same proportion that died | 


in the preceding year. Of those under 5 years, however, 


there was a decrease from 40.46 per cent. in 1878 to 38.21 © 


per cent. in 1879. The number of decedents above 5 and 
under 20 years, was 635, or 8.54 per cent. of all who 
died. Nearly all of those who are recorded as being one 
day old really lived only a few hours, and many of them 
but a few seconds. Of these the males exceeded the fe- 


males by 88. The number of children who died under 6 ~ 


months was 1,146, making 15.41 per cent. of all the dece- 
dents), of which the males exceeded the females by 114. 
In the following period of 6 months the males exceeded the 
females by 44. In the next period, from 1 to 5, the -males 
exceeded the females by only 9. In the periods between 
5 and 10, and 15 and 20, the females exceeded the males, 
by 15 in the first and 20 in the second. 

Of all who died under 20 years of age, those of native 
birth (including half of those recorded as “unknown ”) 
make 36.94 per cent., while those of Irish birth alone make 
37 per cent. 
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It will be seen by the ‘above fable that of the denaloheee 


above 20 years of age the females exceed the males by 221. 
In the two decennial periods between 20 and 40 the females 
exceed the males by 92—by 84 in the first, and 8 in the 


second. In the next two periods the males outnumber the 


females by 36. In each of the remaining five periods the 
females again exceed the males, making an aggregate of 165. 
In the period between 80 and 90 the female decedents exceed 
the males by 81. 
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The mortality during the months of July and August made 


18.60 per cent. of all the deaths. 
months in the preceding 
whole number. 


(=) 


The deaths in the same 
year made 20.44 per cent. of the 


Of all the decedents under 5 years of age 
(2,842), 35.04 per cent. of them died in the months “of 
July, August, and September, 26.52 per cent. of the whole 
mortality during those months. 


TABLE XI. DEATHS IN WARDS AND PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. 
pie Rik: 8 
fe | 3 od oD 2 3 os © Z PuBLIC INSTITUTIONS. 3 ° 
B|A|EAl de S| 4 | £4 | £2 é| é 
‘1 | 275] 3.70 | 4.18 14°| 3823) 4.34 | 5.49 ||City Hospita}) ........ 383 
2 | 311} 4.18 | 4.19 || 15 | 228} 3.07 | 4.23 ||Mass. Gen. Hospital. . ...{| 144 | 
3 | 200 2:69 | 3.28 || 16 | 293] 3.94 | 4.81 Carney Hospital.......{ sal] 
4-| 231] 3.11 | 3.04 || 17 | 261) 3.51 | 3.93 ||Consumptives’ Home ....| 51 | 
5 | 200] 2.69 | 3.22 || 18 | 169} 2.27 | 3.74 ||Homoopathic Hospital ... 7 | 
6 | 408} 5.49 | 4.40 19° | 871) 4.99°| 6.67-|| Deer Island: ©) Sos hese 56 | 13.22 
7 | 284) 3.82 | 2.99 |; 20 | 309) 4.16 | 4.61 ||Rainsford Island ......|}| 22 | 
8 | 255] 3.43 | 3.62 || 21 | 194) 2.61 [ 4.06 ||St. Mary’s Infant Asylum. .]| 75 
9 | 218) 2.98 | 3.44 22 | 207| 2.78 | 3.46 || Little Sisters of the Poor ..]| 138 | z 
10 | 141) 1.90 | 3.13 23 | 249} 3.85 | 8.95 ||Lunatic Hospital ......j Ii 
11 | 199] 2.68 | 4.57 || 24 | 217] 2.92 | 4.86 ||House of Correction. .... 5 | 
12 | 811] 4.18 | 4.24 || 25 | 104} 1.40 | 1.78 ||Other Institutions. .... .{| 162! J 
13°] 494] 6.64 7 Gold Ty ec fe ett ee ote ew ff etm cele en ol! o>) nil tae 
6,462) 86.78 4.100,00}\> Totals: <0: . Stems mene 983 


It, will be seen by the foregoing table, that in each of four 
wards (4, 6,7, and 13) the percentage of deaths was greater 
than the percentage of the population in each of those 
wards. If the three Charlestown wards (3, 4, 5) are taken 
together, the deaths there make 8.49 per cent. of the whole 
mortality ; while the population in those wards make 9.54 
per cent. of the population of the entire city. In like 
manner Wards 6, 7, and 8, which adjoin each other, and 
whose conditions are alike, contain 11 per cent. of the 
whole population. The deaths in these wards, however, 
make 12.74 per cent. of the whole number of deaths. On 
the other hand, in Wards 13, 14, 15 (South Boston), 
which contain nearly 16 per cent. of the whole population, 
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there occurred 14 per cent. of the entire mortality. The 


deaths in the seven outlying wards of the city, embracing 
Dorchester, Roxbury, West Roxbury, and Brighton, make 
22.21 per cent. of the whole mortality, while those places 
contain over 28 per cent. of the population of the entire 
city. 


COLORED DECEDENTS. 


The number of colored decedents was 196, —111 males, 
and 85 females,—an increase of 52, compared with the 
preceding year, and 21 in excess of the number of births 
during the same period. Estimating the colored population 
at 4,000, the death-rate among them will appear as 49 in 
1,000, or 1 death in each 20.41 of the whole number. 
Among the whites the death-rate the past year was 20.13 
in 1,000, or there was 1 death in each 49.67 of the white 
population. 

The strong contrast existing between the white and the’ 
colored races, in regard to their physical and social con- 
ditions, is exhibited in the following table. The colored 
marriages embrace each instance in which one or both 
parties were colored. 


1879. | 1878. 
* Marriages. : Marriages. 
Births. os Deaths. Births. +S Deaths. 
No. living to ae pvens No. living to} |No. living to ae oe No. living to 
one birth. marriage. one death. one birth. marriage. one death. 
WAItG.. « 6 6 35.86 53.21 49.67 85.96 60.93 47.7 
Colored... 22.86 24.39 20.41 | 31.06 32.61 34.72 


The daily average of deaths during the year was 20.37 ; 
in the preceding year the average was 19.96. 
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ZYMOTIC DISEASES. 


The following tables exhibit the mortality from pre- 
ventable diseases in the several wards and public institu- 
tions. The number of deaths from this class of diseases 
was 1,841, making 24.76 per cent. of the whole mortality. 
There was an increase of 105 deaths from these causes 
compared with the preceding year. 


aie ef| E 
WARDS. € a . 3 . b WARDS. 38 € q g g 

ABl al Ra 4 ) e oo re ee Ie H 8 a 

Sela /s)/8/2] 3 22.1 3 | Soeaetesecs 

a°|8 |8|A| Al é A_| ©.) Sete 
EAD es 34 illic 8 2 50 || 14 ath 26 30 4 6 2 68 
Zee Sa A Ziel 4 60 || 15 . 23 14 4 5 a 50 
3. 13 | 11 1 6 32 }/16.. 37 20 6 2 66 
aise Mee LZ iro 1 4 5 35 || 17 16 IS sions 8 2 39 
5. 10 8 1 2 3 24 ||18. 13 5 2 1 2 23 
6. 34 | 22 11 3 70 || 19 e 27 34 6 11 78 
T. nS) Foe Be el ee A) 5 51 || 20. 36 27 12 4 79 
Siete is 24 | 16 2 4 3 49 || 21 12 13 9 3 37 
9. 14 | 10 1 8 33 | |.22 13 23 2 sal 15 64 
10 7 3 4 1 15 || 23... 32 at 1 50 
Lge ite || + Lo 4 1 4 15 || 24. 14 9 5 8 36 
DQreiee ss |. 20%) UL 2 6 3 87 || 25. . « « 12 S Hits s 3 3 26 


18... {| 48 | 32 5 Da apy 100 || Pub. Ins. 22 4) 2 26 11 65 


Totals.| 550 | 387 | 26} 185} 118 | 1,261 


The deaths from diarrhceal disorders make 9.56 per cent. 
of all the deaths, a decrease from the preceding year, when 
they made 10.25 per cent. of the mortality of that year. 
Only 20.25 per cent. of the deaths from these causes 
occurred in Wards 6, 7, 8, 12, and 16, where it would be 
supposed the mortality would be greatest. In the three 
South Boston wards (13, 14, 15) only 17.72 per cent. of 
the deaths occurred, where a much larger number might 
have been looked-for. On the other hand, no less than 
23.91 per cent. of the deaths occurred in the four Roxbury 
wards, the bulk of the deaths taking place in Wards 19, 
20, and 22. In Wards 9, 10, 11, 17, and 18, in the city 
proper, containing nearly 19 per cent. of the entire popula- 
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tion (largely a native one), the mortality from those 


_ diseases made 9.70 per cent. of the whole number. 


Croup and Diphtheria.—The number of deaths from 
these causes was 550 (a decrease of 35), making 7.40 per 
cent. of the whole mortality, almost the same percentage, 
however, of the preceding year. The number of cases in 
each ward will be seen in the following table : — 


a a a n a a a a a a a a 

2 é\% a\¢ a/% 21% a |! é 

3 $ os g 3 $ 3s = 3 e 3 s 

E A|E A|E A|E A|E AE A 

1 . 34 6 Pease ete LOL ELGete etsibie| Zl eee ste] Public Insti- 
tutions. . 22 

2 ea 7 19 | 12 ay bad od be a 16 | 22 13 

3 | we ee, me 13 8 oe ee @ 24 13 *e 68 @ 43 18 ee aa me 5S 13 23 “ee @ @ 32 Total ee 550 

4 wae 9 14 | 14 26 | 19 27 | 24 14 

5 10 | 10 Nope 23 | 20 36 | 25 12 


There was a decrease of 11 deaths from these causes in 
East Boston, 15 in Charlestown, 6 in Dorchester, 14 in 
Wards 9, 10, and 11. ‘There was an increase of 6 in South 
Boston, 12 in West Roxbury (Ward 23), and 2 in 


_ Brighton, Ward 25. In the preceding year there were 113 


deaths in Wards 6, 7, and 8, from these two causes, — 55 
more than are recorded in the above table. 

Measles. — There were but two deaths reported from 
measles, — 96 less than were registered in 1878, — one oc- 
curring in Ward 16, and the other in Ward 19. 

Meningitis, Cerebro-spinal. — There were only 15 deaths 
from this disease reported, —5 less than were recorded in 
1878. 

Scarlatina. — There were 143 deaths from this cause, 
being an increase of 73 compared with the preceding year. 
As was the case in 1878, the disease was more prevalent in 
Charlestown than in other parts of the city, no less than 44 
per cent. of the mortality from this cause occurring there. 
With the exception of Wards 6, 7, and 8, in which there 
were 7, 8, and 10 deaths, respectively, and the three South 
Boston wards, in which there were only 17 deaths, the other 
wards were but lightly visited. There were only 2 deaths 
from the disease in East Boston, and one each in Wards 10, 
io. 21,/and 25. 

Typhoid Fever. —The number of deaths from this cause 
in 1879 was 117, —3 less than were reported in the pre- 
ceding year, — making 1.57 per cent. of the whole mortality. 
There were 21 deaths from this disease in the various hos- 
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pitals; 14 in East Boston, 4 in Charlestown, 21 in South 
Boston, 2 in West Roxbury, 2 in Brighton, and 3 in Dor- 
chester. There were but 13 cases in Wards 6, 7, and 8, 15 
in Wards 9, 10, and 11, 3 in Ward 12, 1 in Ward 16, 8 in 
Wards 17 and 18, and 10 in the four Roxbury wards, 19, 
4 Oe a RE 1 Bev ae 

Whooping Cough. —There were 93 deaths from this 
cause (an increase of 8), making 1.25 per cent. of the 
whole mortality. 

The percentage of deaths'from zymotic diseases in the sev- 
eral wards and institutions, compared with the total number 
of deaths in the same places, is shown in the following table. 


Wards. | Per cent. Wards. | Percent. Wards. Per cent. Wards. Per cent. 


i 23.64 Mae Bee | 16. Winey ed Cee 2255 ie te] O4.80 
re 23.79 PA chs Ween MT Sereery meen OS Sena s [2k 
3. 24.50 10.2 is | USB ATI NDT Cote teeedie ata She whe | 20,74 
4. 31.60 11.2522 18.59 184". 2 shee Beek 25 a ciple Hos 2088 
5. 23.00 {2% een Laan 19 ota 4 ones Public Ins.}| 9.16 
6. 22.55 TE Sry pl fy ges) O05. 5 7ss emUeeran 

ht 23.24 14 ia ged 25.08 D1 ie goed EO 


By reference to Table XIV., it will be seen that the mor- 
tality from zymotic diseases make 24.7 per cent. of the - 
deaths from all causes; and, examined in connection with the 
above, it will be found that the localities where the mortality 
exceeded that ratio are Wards 4, 8, 13, 14, 15, 16, 20, and 
22. Inthe latter ward no less than 34.30 per cent. of the 
deaths were from zymotic diseases. Ward 4 shows 31.60 per 
cent., Ward 20, 31.07 per cent., and Ward 15, 28.07 per 
cent. The proportion of deaths from those causes in Wards 
10 and 12 was small, being 13.47 per cent. in the first, and 
14.47 per cent. in the second. 

The following table exhibits the nativity of those who 
died from the principal zymotic diseases. The decedents 
of native origin make only 34.83 per cent. of the whole 
number. 
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Ag] o jo A A {a o iE jails a 
q United States. . ..:.. 190 153 6 55 31 89 54 | 31 i 8 568 
Hrolady sss... .-| 205] 129}16] so| 48| 44}1 sa] a9l../ 3] -er7 
R U5 DG 22 207 | 7s" > 5 6 4 6 CAs Wet 69 
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= 
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yi 
y MIE lLs cee et 6 ve 5 1 . alte al 11 
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q MMOS 6 ee ew tw $ 5 
i a 7 Bic Wikre ef ee POO e se | 4 e Pece | «ps 15 
Poland. ss ee sew ele 2 
a Holland «1... 1 1 
Other foreign places .. 4 3 
Unknown. .....--. 11 10°} 4. 13 2 4 Sol ate fiokel fle 42 


Totals .......-.j| 550] 3887} 26 | 185 113 | 117.| 143 | 93 2) 15) 1,631 


CONSTITUTIONAL DISEASES. 


“ Cancer.— The number of deaths from this cause was 

195 (a decrease of one), making 2.68 per cent of the whole 
mortality. The locations of the disease in all but ten in- 
stances are seen in the following table : — 
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TABLE XIII. DEATHS FROM CANCER, LOCALITIES OF THE DISEASE, 
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Cervical gland . 


HACE met sts teh c 


$s oe ef @ 
ue O76 6 50, 
t oo) 000 6 
a © 6 6) "es ie 
wh 0) ete! 'e 
J oe 8 © 
Kidneys .. 
larynx ess sie 
Ee a HSB 


LUD Re meitotist cis 


lbvhiee GPa 44 


ae @) 04 © ec 6 
«6 oeeee 
J o> e. © 0. ce 
‘« and abdo- 

men. o 
‘¢ ‘stomach, 


bladder... 


Lumbar verte- 
bree 


Cisophagus . . 


Penis and scro- 
DUE. Sa 


ee 


Rectum . ./s ; 


«sé 


Stomach ... 


6 

° ° 
ii) Aas 
‘eé 

. . 
iti 

. . 
« 


Ages 


35 


SEX AND AGES OF THE DECEDENTS. 
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Females. 
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TABLE XIII. — Continued. 


Ages Ages Ages Ages 
Stomach ...| 69 MPOIE! ee crtetioukespae) |sUberns) fe) 0 eG Uy UberUs wrt ore tl OL 
. DSS ae Bar SEO Te tae Oo Hae hie. tne AG “and ree- 
TOM esses 60 
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As usual, the female decedents greatly exceed the males 


in number, making 72.31 per cent. of all who died from this 


> 
cause. In the preceding year the proportion was 70.92 per 


cent. It will be seen that 1 in 68.06 of the male, and 1 in 
26.67 of the female decedents died of cancer. 

Consumption. —'There were 1,262 deaths from this cause, 
129 less than were recorded in 1878, making 16.97 per cent. 
of the whole mortality. Of the male decedents 1 in 6.22, 


and of the female, 1 in 5.60, died of consumption. Of all 


who died from this cause, 43.50 per cent. were of native 
birth, and 386.69 per cent. were of Irish origin. Of the 
whole number of decedents of native origin, 5.63 per cent. 
died of consumption. Of. those of Trish birth, 1 in 5.92 
died of that complaint. ; 

During the thirty years commencing with 1850, the yearly. 
average of those dying from consumption was 17.3 per cent. 
of those dying from all causes. 

Hydrocephalus. —The number of deaths from this cause 
was 195, —a decrease of 12, — making 2.62 per cent. of the 
whole mortality. 

Marasmus, Scrofula, and Tabes Mesenterica. — There 
were 211 deaths from these causes, 1 less than were reported 
in the preceding year from the same maladies, making 2.84 


per cent. of the whole mortality, 


4 \ 


34 Ciry Document No. 110. 


LocaL DISEASEs. 


Apoplexy and Paralysis. — There were 259 deaths thus 
reported, 2 less than the number recorded in 1878, making 
3.48 per cent. of the whole mortality. 

Brain, Diseases of. —The number of deaths from the — 
various diseases of the brain was 246, — 64 less than were re- 
ported in the preceding year. The whole number of deaths 
from brain diseases, including apoplexy and paralysis (the 
latter not a disease, strictly speaking), amounts to 505, or 
6.79 per cent. of the whole mortality. 

Bronchitis. — There were 261 deaths reported from this 
cause, — an increase of 4, — making 3.51 per cent. of all the 
deaths. 

Pneumonia. — The number of deaths thus reported was 
628, — an increase of 47, making 8.45 per cent. of the whole 
mortality. This is a larger percentage of deaths from this 
disease than was ever before recorded in Boston. The 
deaths from this cause and bronchitis, it will be seen, make 
nearly 12 per cent. of the whole mortality. The largest 
number of deaths in any one month was in January, when 
86 deaths occurred. In December there were 81 deaths, 
and in April 80. The deaths from these causes in these 
three months made 39.33 per cent. of the entire number. 

Fleart, Diseases of. —There were 383 deaths from the 
various diseases of the heart, — 169 males and 214 females, — 
an increase of 23 over the number recorded in 1878, making 
5.15 per cent. of the deaths from all causes. From an examina- 
tion of the statistics of deaths for the last few years it has 
been noticeable that the mortality from heart troubles has been 
steadily increasing. In 1850 the deaths from heart disease 
made only 1.42 per cent. of the entire mortality. During 
the succeeding thirteen years the deaths from those causes 
did not reach 3 per cent. in either year. In 1866 they made 
3.13 per cent. of the whole mortality, and, with the excep- 
tion of two years (1869 and 1873), they never fell below 
that amount during the subsequent years. The following 
table will show the variations in the deaths from heart troubles 
during the period referred to, with the exception of the years 
1860 and 1861, when no reports of the City Registrar were 
issued : — 
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1851. . 2.23 || 1856. . 2.71) 1863. . 2.87 || 1868. . 3.12 |} 1873. . 1.83 || 1878. . 4.68 
1852. . 2.11 |} 1857. . 2.60 || 1864... 2.78 || 1869. . 2.88 || 1874. . 4.20]| 1879. . 5.15 
1853. . 1.82 || 1858. . 2.50 || 1865. . 2.75 || 1870. . 3.21 || 1875. . 3.59 


1854. . 1.87 || 1859. . 2.86 || 1866. . 3.13 || 1871. . 4.00 || 1876. . 4.50 


Enteritis. —There were 91 deaths from enteritis, a decrease 
of 32 from the preceding year. Including the deaths from 
gastritis, peritonitis, and those recorded as “disease of the 
bowels,” amounting to 114, the combined number make 2.76 
per cent. of the entire mortality. 

Kidneys, Diseases of. —The number of deaths from this 
class of diseases was 191, of which 134 were from Bright’s 
Disease. There were 187 deaths from kidney affections in 


1878. 


DEVELOPMENTAL DISEASES. 


Malformations. —There were 44 instances of this character, 
29 being males, and 15 females. Of the whole number 25 
were designated as cyanosis (18 males and 7 females), 6 as 
imperf. anus, and 2 as spina bifida. The remaining 11 were 
various malformations. 

Premature Birth. —'The number recorded of this charac- 
ter was 112 (67 males and 45 females),—a decrease of 36 
compared with the preceding year. ‘There were 213 deaths 
recorded as caused by “infantile diseases,” incident to the 
earliest days of infancy, which it was impossible to designate 
more specifically. These two classes number 325, making 
4.37 per cent. of all the deaths. 

Puerperal Diseases. — There were 78 deaths from causes 
incident to childbirth,— an increase of 10 over the number 
reported in the preceding year. The specific cause of death, 


-as returned by attending physicians, together with the ages 


of the decedents, are shown in the following table : — 


@ 
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AGES. AGES. 
re fa £1818 41.3 
ape |p geh eo OF 26 16-0 > 
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wo is) So wo ad S => 
to N oO rt N =a 
Abortion .........{ 1/..] 8-|| Peritonitis........+.!| SJR NMI. 
zs (criminal) . 1 Placenta previa ... » « [oh hanee ae 
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Metritis Ue EP Sie 1 1 ai Totals ee staves 20 | 18 | 37 3 


DEATHS FROM EXTERNAL CAUSES. 


Accidents. — The number of deaths from casualties of all 
kinds was 244,— an increase of 4, making 3.28 per cent. 
of the whole number that died. Among: these cases is in- 
cluded one death from coup-de-soleil. The deaths on rail- 
roads, and those from drowning, made 29.51 per cent. of 
the whole number. The ratio of deaths from casualties to 
those resulting from disease was, among the males, 1 in 19.84, 
and among the females 1 in 63.73. The manner of death in 
each case, except in 8 instances, is exhibited in the follow- 
ing table : — 


No. No. 

Males. Fell through hatchway .... . . 2 

ON LAUTOAUSE Woue Leuiniioy sitet ste ketne 39 sé ‘6 ~) elevator, base eee 3 
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IBUTCAS, felts isiis vo! pedicle ulsieeiiekolls 6 Hrost-bite’ sve ls! sists ois oe ee 2 
SCALACCy 6's Golol eis tre visto sielte tons 3 Kicked by horses... ‘:. “seme ae 2 
Injured at birth .......+.-s 3 Killed by machinery ....... 2 
Fell down stairs... . ++ eee. 7 Choked by meat. ..... Isl eee 1 
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Crushed by vessel at wharf .... 1 * onfloor ...- Seat heh les 4 
Killed by runaway horse ..... 1 Suffocated in burning building .. 4 
bis ee nC) 1 SOMES HaPOGUM eo! she's 4 we Yelle. « 3 
Injured while coasting. ...... 1 Acedente not specified. + +». a 
Killed while hoisting coal. .... 1 Falls not specified. .....,.- 2 
Ei ci) nee by machinery =... 7. 1 
Fall of bag of grain. .... : aS: 1 Fell through elevator ......-. 1 
US, rr 1 “ from railroad bridge ..... 1 
“ 6 pileof wood. ......- 1 Swallowed carpet-tack ...... L 
ON er a 1 Run needle intohand «...... 1 
“ « pale of jute ...-.. +e 1 PS VOODiUIiisstis us oie Gy 6. eh ee tests 1 
Se eee 1 Fell from chairs. ........- 2 
«4 gravel bank»... eee 1 ‘through Beylight: of. ‘et 2 2 6 1 
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ea 1 OOS ETISIY Wesieeis a TASER se Pha ex bar ase 1 
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MERA ate cy a eee 1 Byichloral potassa’ <s %s\<).0 « ve 6 ie 
 Youtof bunk . 6 .4 ee se 1 Total females ..... sdiaas 59 


Homicides. — There were five deaths of this character. In 
the preceding year there were 14. , 

Suicides. —'The number of deaths by suicide was 36,— an 
increase of 2. As usual, shooting appears to be the favored 
method for self-destruction, 11 having selected that means 
of death; 6 employed hanging; 6 by cutting throat; 3 by 
Paris green; 2 by drowning; 2 by jumping from windows 
(supposed to be owing to delirium) ; 2 by prussic acid, and 
1 each by opium, laudanum, chloral hydrate, and 1 not 
specified. 
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It will be seen by the above table that 24.76 per cent. of — ~ 
the deaths was from zymotic diseases, — a decrease from the 7 
preceding year, when the percentage was 25.36.. 


POPULATION. 


The tenth United States census, just completed, states 
that the population is now 363,938. The present city com- 
prises Roxbury, annexed to Boston in 1863; Dorchester, an- 
nexed in 1870;. and Charlestown, West Roxbury, and 
Brighton, annexed in 1874. In 1850 these towns, including 
Boston, had a population of 182,786. In 1860 the census 
of that year states the population to have been 247,496. In 
1870 it had increased to 292,499, and in 1880, as before 
said, it had reached 363,938. During the thirty years the 
» Increase was over 99 per cent., showing a yearly average 
increase of 3.30 percent. During the first ten years of the 
whole period the population had increased 35.40 per cent., 
being a yearly average of 3.54 per cent. In the following 
decennial term, which embraced the period of the civil war, 
the increase was only 10.10 per cent., showing a yearly 
average of 1.01 per cent. In the succeeding ten years the 
census of 1880 shows an increase of 24.43 per cent. Although 
this is an improvement on the result of the preceding term, 
it is far below that of the first decennial period. 

The increase of the population of the city (exclusive of all 
the towns annexed since 1868) during the thirty years begin- 
ning with 1850 was 66.53 per cent., being an annual average 
increase of 2.22 per cent. During the first decennial period 
the increase was 29.92 per cent. In the second one, 
between 1860 and 1870, the increase was only 14.42 per 
cent., while in that between 1870 and 1880 it had diminished 
to 12 per cent. | 


LONGEVITY. 


It has often been affirmed, that the assumption of the 
marital relation multiplies the chances in favor of the pro- 
longation of life. This view, although unaccompanied by 
any considerable amount of evidence,.has been accepted by 
many without question, so that it is now almost regarded as 
a settled fact. Without combating this theory, it may be as 
well to recollect that while there is growth in all organic 
life, there is also a period of culmination of the vital forces, 
when declension begins, tending to one inevitable result. 
The period of maturity may be hastened by foreign means, 
as plants are ripened in hot-houses, or it may be retarded by 
similar methods; the same result, however, is reached. It 


= 
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is not improbable that the proper activity of those instincts 
___-which lead to the assumption of the marital relation on the 


one hand, or their misuse or misdirection on the other, are 
designed by nature to insure the impairment of human virility, 
ending in the general decay of the vital powers. 

In view of the foregoing remarks, the following facts will 


_ prove interesting. 


The whole number of decedents the past year within the 
marriageable age, that is, over 20 years of age, was 3,958 ; 
1,868 males and 2,090 females. Of this whole number 


_ 3,064 were or had been married at the time of death, making 


77.41 per cent. of all who died during the marriageable 
period. Of the male decedents above 20 years of age 


(1868) 1,313 (70.29 per cent. of the whole number) were 
or had been married. Of the female decedents of the same 
age (2,090) 1,751 (83.78 per cent. of the whole number) 


had been married. 
The following table exhibits the nativity of the married 
decedents : — 


MARRIED. | WIDOWED. MARRIED. | WIDOWED. 

Nativity. a ae Nativity. = a 

ps = he ea 

wm o m 3 mn 3 2 3s 

o o o vo 

c a | 5 "a Bit. 4ak - 

P| Fy a Fy = Fy p=) Fa 
American... .} 483 487 98 307 British American 42 89 6 26 
DeLee ye !-6* ote 6 434 391 91 804 Germun os. 6c) < 65 28 6 21 
ery 6 43 37 6 17 || Other Foreign . 17 15 3 5 
Coe NOT See ae ee 7 13 2 i}: Totals .. «| 1,101 | 1,060 212 691 


It will be seen, by the above table, that 16.15 per cent. of 
the males were widowers, while 39.46 per cent. of the 
females were of the same condition. 

A still further examination will show, that of all the 
native decedents within the marriageable age no less than 
74.20 per cent. had been married. Of the Irish decedents 
83.90 per cent. had sustained the same relation. Of the 
English, 75.73 per cent.; Scotch, 91.49 per cent. ; British 
American, 71.18 per cent.; German, 81 per cent.; of the 


s _ decedents of other foreign birth those that had been mar- 


ried make only 13.47 per cent. It will thus be seen that 
the same conditions exist in regard to the decedents of the 
yarious nationalities, the Scotch, Irish, and German exhibit- 
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ing the greatest proportion of deaths among the married 


class. 
CONSUMPTION. 


The statistics of deaths each year always assign to con- 
sumption a far larger number of victims than to any other 
disease. ‘The deaths from this cause sometimes make over 
20 per cent. of the whole mortality, and rarely make less 
than 16 per cent. Some who are supposed to be familiar with 
the predisposing causes of consumption, as well as with the 
means necessary for its abridgment, affirm that the deaths 
are excessive, and speculate as to the time when the advance- 


ment of medical science shall lessen its ravages. It is also — 


said, that within the last few years the proportion of deaths 
from consumption has been less than formerly, inducing the 


hope that the number of victims will be still farther lessened 


at no distant day. In view of these expectations the fol- 
lowing table, exhibiting the percentage of deaths from this 
cause, compared with the whole mortality in each of the last 
thirty years, will be valuable for reference : — 


Years. | Percent. Years. | Percent. Years. | Percent. Years. Per cent. 
UA Tiga Gi 16.00 1858 .. 20.42 SCG ar 19.31 1874". «Gunes 17.06 
18615 5. 17.35 1859 .. 19.77 1867... 17.32 1875 3 se 15.15 
EBD lets 18.22 1860 jeer. 19.60 1868 .. 15.73 1876 eee 15.46 
1858 S58) « 17.55 1861 .. 17.81 1869 .. 16.59 18ST Tee ten mee 17.48 
1854. .% 16.93 1862 .. 17.98 137 Omen 16.23 187856 cceame 18.12 


1855... 18.00 1863 .. 16.92 LST lives 18.34 1879) ene 16.97 
1856... 17.86 1864 .. 16.80 1872 .. 14.35 _ 
1857... .« 19.30 1865 .. 17.90 1878 .. 15.17 Yearly av. 17.38 


It will be seen by the above that the lowest percentage of 
deaths from consumption was 14.35 in 1872; in 1868, 73, 
"75, and ’76 it was less than 16 per cent.; and in 750, ’63, 
’64, 69, ’70, and ’79, it was less than 17 per cent. In the 
remaining years the deaths ranged from 17 to 20.42 per 
cent. 


CoLORED POPULATION. 


One of the most interesting facts connected with vital 
statistics is that relating to the colored: population. By the 
census of 1850 the number of colored persons in the several 
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towns now forming the city of Boston was 2,323. In 1860 
the number was 2,561, — an increase yearly of one per cent. 
In 1870 the number had risen to 3,745, — an annual increase 
of 4.62 per cent. As the deaths in nearly each year were in 
excess of the births, the increase was produced by immigra- 
tion. As this last decennial period embraced the years of 


the rebellion, the increase was due solely to the influx from 


other States. The number at the present time is estimated 
at 4,000, the tabulation not having yet been made known by 
the supervisors of the census. 

The following table exhibits the number of births, mar- 
riages, and deaths among the colored population (including 
those marriages where the grooms were colored and the 
brides white) during the twenty-four years ending with 
1879. ‘The report of 1854 did not give the number of births. 
There were no reports issued in 1860 and 1861. Although 
the table is defective to that extent, the exhibit will prove 
interesting : — 


5 Ses 3 Sad 

z i. a a | 82 : FE ina HEE: 
ae : 28 78 1868 83 68 90 1 
SS ee 35 63 34 1869 .. 92 53 146 54 
1856. ..| 50 46 71 21 ABrOetac etn 116 95 133 17 
1857. ..| 34 34 73 39 ty sae 96 114 126 30 
1858. ..| 24 32 60 36 1872 126 101 173 47 
1859. ..| 46 37 58 12 ee 132 108 145 13 
(3. aes 45 38 47 2 ul ¢ Cope 182 132 198 16 
1863. 62 50 111 49 1865 145 124 159 14 
ee a «| 47 84 115 68 1876" > 157 101 USA | na 6 
Peete. |. 64 68 87 23 187% “es 162 143 174 12 
1566...) 70 88 91 21 1878 .. 161 78 144). 51a. 
| eae a 3 87 108 35 1879 .. 175 82 196 21 
Totals | 2,171 | 1,826 | 2,730 559 
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It will be seen that in only two years (1876 and 1878) 
during the whole twenty-four the births exceeded the 
deaths. Were it not, therefore, by accession from without, 
the colored race would in no very long time disappear from 
the city. 
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SUMMARY. 


The foregoing report shows that there has been an increase 
of population in the several towns now comprising the city 
of Boston during the last thirty years of over 99 per cent., 
exhibiting a yearly average of 3.30 per cent. During the 
first ten years of this period the yearly increase was 3.54 
per cent. In the succeeding period, comprising the years _ 
of the Rebellion, the population remained almost stationary, 
the increase being a trifle over 1 per cent. yearly. The 
last decennial period exhibits a yearly increase of PRY. 2.43 
per cent. 

During the year 1879 the city was entirely ee from 
epidemics, and the statistics of this report show a satisfactory 
condition of the public health. The prevalence of zymotic 
diseases was not materially different from that of the preceding 
year, and was what might be looked for in a city as populous 
as Boston, and as variable in climate. Diphtheria and 
croup caused the death of a less number (35) than in 
the preceding year. Scarlatina, however, had doubled its 
victims, while those that died from cholera infantum num-. 
bered 8 less than were registered in 1878. There was 
an increase of 25 deaths from diarrhcea and a decrease of 103 
from dysentery. Of these last two causes there were 78 
deaths less in 1879 than in 1878. 

The mortality among children under one year of age con- 
tinues large, making 22.73 of all the deaths. Whether there - 
is ever to be any lessening of this “slaughter of the innocents ” 
is a matter of great doubt. The same aspect is presented 
with unfailing regularity year after year; and while there is 
no dearth of advisers, nor of those who profess to be able to 
put their fingers on the plague-spot, there does not appear 
any one who is disposed to name the remedy. It may be 
some compensation to know that there are cities and towns 
that excel Boston in this respect; and that there are those 
who will demonstrate that of a given number of children 
born, an ascertained proportionate number will die before 
they have reached their first year. 


Respectfully submitted, 


N. A. APOLLONIO, 
City Registrar. 


City REGISTRAR’S OFFICE, Sept. 3, 1880. 
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‘ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


CITY REGISTRAR. 


To the Honorable City Council: — 


The City Registrar herewith respectfully submits his report 
of the births, marriages, and deaths in the City of Boston 
during the year 1880. 


BirvTus. 


The number of births registered during the year 1880 
was 10,654, — 5,432 males, and 5,222 females, — exhibiting 
an increase of 454 over the number recorded in the preceding 
year. ‘This is an increase of 4.45 per cent.; and, although 
the result is gratifying, the birth-rate is still below a proper 
one, if a comparison is made with that of 1874, in which 
year there were 11,717 births registered. The birth-rate 
for the year ‘was 1 in 34 of the population, which is stated 
to be 362,839 by the United States census of 1880. Includ- 
ing the still-births, of which there were 435 recorded, the 
ratio will be 1 in 32.72. 

The number of births in each month is seen in the follow- 
ing table : — 


Ist quarter.| M. | F. sae. M. | F. | 8d quarter.| M. | F. |4th quarter.} M. | F. 
January .| 434] 428/April . .| 482| 411|July ...| 473] 445/October. .| 491] 433 
February .| 407) 444|May ..J| 485] 423/August . .} 493} 440|/November 453] 482 
March ..| 422) 403/June ..| 424) 437|September | 447| 459/December.| 471] 417 

41,263)]1,275 1,341}1,271 1,413/1,344 1,415 }1,332 
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During the first quarter the female births exceeded the 
male births by 12. In the second quarter the males exceeded 
the females by 70, in the third by 69, and in the fourth by 
83. 

The following table exhibits the number of births in each 
ward compared with the deaths in the same places. The 
facts set forth will be interesting to those who are familiar 
with the character of the population of the several wards : — 


erale 
° 


33 S8 5 
ees Bites all 2 
Warps. Z : cE WARDS. | Z : cE Warps. E : a3 
a = eo =p ea chet. Grameets eet 
es 436 277 159 10 140 144 19 657 460 197 
2. 498 312 186 11 837 238 99 20 596 856 190 
Ore 319 255 64 12 384 366 18 21 296 252 44 
4. 293 198 95 13 792 562 230 22 515 295 320 
5. 301 197 104 14 543 351 192 23 587 276 311 
ihe 574 509 65 15 456 348 108 24 568 261 307 
ate 371 317 54 16 456 841 | 115 25 166 99 67 
Sh 635 807 328 LUE: ses eral EG 251 61 Tnse-a ve | eae 1,206; .>. 
9. 276 248 28 18 196 | 186 10 Totals| 10,654 "8,612 “2,042 


It will be seen by the above table that the excess of living 
birthst over the deaths was 2,042. In the preceding year 
the excess was 2,765, —a difference, relatively, of 723 births 
in favor of 1879. The differencdé&.between the births and 
deaths in the several wards is very marked. In East Boston 
(Wards 1 and 2) the excess of births over deaths was 345. 
In Charlestown (Wards 3, 4, and 5) the excess was only 
263. In South Boston (Wards 13, 14, and 15) the excess 
was 530. In Wards 19, 20, 21, and 22 (the greater part of 
which wards comprise the late city of Roxbury), the excess 
was 751. In Dorchester (Ward 24) the excess was 307. 
In Ward 23 (West Roxbury) the excess was 311, and in 
Brighton (Ward 25) it was 67. In Ward 10 the deaths 
exceeded the births by 4. In the preceding year the 
deaths in this ward were 28 in excess of the births. 

The ratio of births to the population in the several wards 
of the city varies considerably from each other. In East 
Boston there was 1 birth to 32 of the population. In Charles- 
town the ratio was.1 in 36.95. In South Boston, 1 in 81.47. 
In Dorchester, 1 in 29.70. In West Roxbury, 1 in 23.86. 


be Gnd 8) the ratio was 1 in 26.74. In Wards FLOW 11 | 
, and 18, the central wards of the city, comprising a large 


tive-born population, the ratio was 1 in 40.77. The most 


: bury . , which, with Wards 6, 7, and 8, offer a strong contrast 
to Brighton and the central ‘wards. 


he oe 


BIRTHS IN 1880. 


TABLE I. 


‘BIRTHPLACES OF MOTHERS. 
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The whole number of native-born fathers, including half 
of those designated as of “unknown” nativity, was 4,654, — 
making 43.68 per cent. of the whole number. It is thus 
seen that not less than 56.32 per cent. (considerably more 
than half ) of all the children born in Boston had foreign- 
born fathers. The Irish-born population, according to the 
national census, is 64,789. This indicates that there was 
one child born of this parentage to each 20.14 of the Irish 
population. The instances in which both parents were Irish 
were in the ratio of 1 in 25. The ratio of English fathers 
was 1 in 25.93. Of Scotch, 1 in 25.11. Of British Ameri- 
can, 1 in 19.62. Of German, 1 in 14.29. Of Italian, 1 in 
13.88. The high birth-rate of children of Italian and German 
fathers is noticeable, and shows that the customs and habits 
of modern society have not yet found their way among those 
classes. é 

The daily average of births was 29.19. 


TABLE II. COLORED BIRTHS. 


BIRTHPLACES OF MOTHERS. 


3 ; 
BIRTHPLACES OF FATHERS. E E : J 
E E E| § : : : Totals. 
Pp.) A) a8 16) ee 
United States .. 1... ee eee 124 2 d Li a.) e eens lj... 148 
British America. . 2... eee 2 1 otter the tame 12 | 6. = | soe 14 
iW eat, Indies’ s: ss) «21+ se) 9 eis -ldemeats pe Mee Amt frvery || oy 10 
South America ... +s eeee 2 2 
Indiay seeue eel ation sa's ee ams s 1 1 
Upp ite Aen a cosas aC Bem Bruton br er © 1 
Unknow... «is +0) oe «100 2 | 10) Fiarvsice 130 te ke pe re es 10 21 
Totals vectee ue elssipeiesiel «ne 148 2 4 31 1 1 10 | 197 


The number of colored children born was 197, —an in- 
crease of 22 over the number recorded in 1879, — showing 
that there was one birth in each 29.79 of the colored popula- 
tion, which is 5,868. ‘The increase ‘of the colored popula- 
tion during the last ten years was greater than in any former 

*decennial period. In 1850 the towns now forming the 
present city of Boston contained a colored population of 
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2,323. In the next ten years it had increased only 238. In 
the next decade, however, it had received an addition of 
1,184. At the present time, as before stated, the number is 
5,868, — exhibiting a yearly average increase of more than 5 

per cent. for the last thirty years. During the same period 
: the white population showed a yearly average increase of 
: 2.36 per cent. This growth of the colored population is 


__. seen in a very interesting light when it is remembered, that in 
} each year during the whole period, with but two or three 
| exceptions, the deaths among the colored people exceeded 


r their births. During the last twenty-four years the number ' 
of colored children born was 2,368, while the number of 
deaths was 2,846; being an excess of deaths over births of 
478. 


TABLE IU. TWIN BIRTHS. 


, 
} BIRTHPLACES OF MOTHERS. 


, | 
BIRTHPLACES OF § - 


g - 
FATHERS. & a 5 =e a ie et E 
IE) e/4/2/2/)2/ 2) 2] 2 |: 
Siete |e be jeie |e |e) 8 le 
United States ..|] 17 DP Ne.) a2 4 RUD seme sel Ci els [rel oe tae fet ba iet.e poe 
Ireland ...4.«. 6 MC sale beth ral ste tle elie lorie oe hve we afl ie « ef eee, |?) 20 
Meetanids 6. i. |. 1 1 re ee Oa el lee LES aed Se Eee 3 
British America . clot re an el oul Seated st Pmsilke: ts «cetal| oe cores pO 
Germany .... Re! ates [oa 8r S21) ace in (nek Cec Maser Wel wives 0 «fie. «0 8 
Scotland..... 1 Ua eR ier ied ioe eee gt eps at 6 Vee heterre| Breer 3 
Be Se OG I ae er Oe es Lee lates Wel afie [seas 1 
SENSI Meta tisks Pee) «|= oc} se c.f '> a us'| eo ele }eie e}ee ofe se LG loee« 1 
DUMTIOUU Ee Neste | c 0 2 | + 6 «| * «0 | «0 0 | 0 0 0) 0 0 0] 0 0 LS hal hfe. ener « 1 
Unknown ....j|e-. Leas leew sees le sake) |) eee ticases's [iat 4.ce,f) ses 1 2 
L rn J ha. a SS pe Re OO a eee, Pa 


Totals ...| 32 24 1 13 3 ul 1 é | 1 1 78 


The number of plural births was 78,—a decrease of 15. 
The ratio of plural to single births was 1 in 136.59. In 
26 instances both children were males; in 24, both were 
females; and in each of the remaining 28 there was one of 
each sex. Of the fathers 30.77 per cent., and of the 
mothers 41 per cent. were native-born. The children of 
Irish fathers made 32 per cent., and those of Irish mothers,’ 
30.77 per cent. of the whole number. 
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TABLE IV. STILL-BIRTHS, 1880. 


‘A Fs 3 E 

a ra 3 a a 3 

«|e | 4 2{8 {4 

a fy b a cr p 

January ... « 28 7 z SS tae ieee 23 18 

Hebruary « 2. . 25 13 4 August .... 19 19 1 
March fe: on as ile 20 19 September... 18 10 prs edie 8 
tri lie ace: seeks 28 17 Octoher) »° 4 4.8 17 9, becale-> 

May Tica tetas 22 16 at November... a1. ur 1 

OUNCE Vani a pe whe 17 16 chats ote December... 16 toy t 

Totals ° 254 172 9 


There were 435 still-births, —a decrease of 22 from the 
preceding year. Of the whole number, 254 were males, 
172 were females, and 9 were of unknown sex. ‘The 
males make 59 per cent. of the whole number. ‘The ratio of 
still-born children to those born alive was 1 in 24.49. The 
ratio of these children to those born alive, according to the 
nativity of the mothers (exclusive of those of “ unknown” 
mothers) was as follows: Native, 1 in 20; Irish, 1 in 29; 
English, 1 in 18.76; Scotch, 1 in 62.50; British American, 
1 in 24; German, 1 in 51.73; Italian, 1 in 22.403) Porte 
guese, 1 in 20.50; Swedes and Danes, 1 in 37. 


MarriAGEs. 

The number of marriages registered during the year was 
3,973, —an increase of 512 (14.79 per cent.) compared with 
the preceding year. This shows that there was one person 
married in each 45.66 of the whole population. 

The number of certificates of intention of marriage, and of 
marriages solemnized in each month, is seen in the follow- 


eS 


; o | wo o | w eo | wb a] a 
B | & e | & E | & e | & 
S| s S|. S| 8 3 
= Be * = a |B a |B 
o & o 4 o al vo mH 
2 | a 2/3 2 ia 21s 
4|a4 | 4}a dla 
January .| 376] 355||April .. .| 369] 347/|July . . .| 278] 278||October. . | 451] 486 
February .| 216] 259}|May .. .| 388} 323||August . .| 275) 250)|November | 478| 472 
March ..| 274| 284//June .. .| 328) 347||September | 379] 362|/December. | 372} 315 
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There were 4,182 certificates of intention of marriage 
issued, or 209 more than the number of marriages recorded 
to the present date. As some of these certificates were 
doubtless used elsewhere, and some delayed in their return 
for record, while others have not been used at all, it will be 
seen that clergymen and others solemnizing marriages have 
been prompt in making their returns. j 


TABLE V. MARRIAGES IN 1880. 


BIRTHPLACES OF BRIDES. 


4 a Sig 
BIRTHPLACES OF 2 a a | © | 
GRooms. S > ‘ S| -/Ea 
; alesis. sl! BEE ig 8 3 
d , ad ue) a] g S 1,8 a o 
Fes] no ~ os} q A S&S 2 g on — oO 
@ A Swe a sted | big 3s he 
2 I > |s Pp 1|o|k 215 © 2 
6Q a °o |X A |nm}| a 6 |O & Ay 
TRGHOOIE SG 6s. s. 6 © 1 « |, 826 142 113 | 19 61 6 56 4 2 729 18.35 
Other towns intheState}] 204 307 168 | 17 47 6 Te 2 3 825 20.76 
Other States ..... nly! 184 | 381 | 16 44 3 102 6 5 912 22.95 
Englandand Wales. .| 33] 23] 20]24| 20] 2) 29] 2] 2] 155 3.91 
1A 92 41 21 9 439 4 39 1 1 647 16.28 
PCOLIANO Sdn) a oss 0 5 6 4 2 7 8 12 44 1.11 
British America... 42 28 39 | 16 Ben is 168 3 2 325 8.18 
GermanyandN.Europe| 35 10 22 | 5 i re 15 {124 | 1] 232 5.84 
Other foreign places . 13 8 12) 3 (flee ie Pel OS: le 104 2.62 
BOL eid on opie 6 921 749 780 }111 672 | 29 499 |148 | 69 |38,973 |}... . 
PeereOeNiy- a fs 8 2 | Sols | 18:85 19.63 |2.79|16.92 | .738 |12.56 |3.60)1.74|... 100.00 


The number of marriages of which both parties were 
native-born was 1,996, making a little over one-half of the 
whole number, — 50.24 per cent. There were 2,466 native 
grooms (62 per cent. of all the grooms), and 2,450 native 
brides, making 61.66 per cent. of all the brides. 

The Irish-born grooms number 647, or 16.28 per cent. of 
all the grooms (a decrease of more than 2 per cent.), and 
42.95 per cent. of all the foreign-born grooms, —a decrease 
of more than 6 per cent. compared with the preceding year. 

The brides of Irish birth number 672, making 16.92 per 
cent. of all the brides (a slight decrease from the preceding 
year), and 44.12 per cent. of all the brides of foreign birth. 

The marriages of persons of Irish birth were in the ratio 
of 1 in 49.12 of the Irish-born population. Those of native 
birth were in the ratio of 1 in 50.46 of the native population. 
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TABLE VI. AGES OF THE PARTIES MARRIED. 


| AGES OF THE BRIDES. 
AGES OF THE GROOMS. AS ee: 
oe : 
fs a % g 3 S 2 ty 8 
¢ bf 8 pS 4.8 108 ee ee 
Dp S| a 8 gi 3 3 a av 
UImCOr21 - vel s coe sees Be) cee 11 59 1 . 71 1.79 
7 1 Ca EARL EE Sa 30 | 1,012[ 108) “121... Poses | cee me mnoenn 
Oh BU. ais oe coat e 23 757| 473 82 1 | eet e') aces auneaeer Bae 
B0.tod £4 8 ats eet eke 6 296) 399 | 299 15 | + als. cateneeeeeuinl, ance 
AO SO STs de ae ees I hae 22| 55} 116 60 1 1 255| 6.42 
BOSt00 "+s se Benet eretst ar 0) ceed Go aes sf 32 31 18 lane 90} 2.26 
GOtGTOLES wa ote tes ewe ee eS 2) 12 5 10 3 32] .80 
Oversl0raaetesetcce © uc stron s Shree ite wens 1 1 3 v? ak 8 :20 
Potals 4< or. ete Poe share 79 | 2,149] 1,045] 654} 115 26 ee CE ROS 
Per cent. «. 6 ® , ... | 2.00 | 54.09 | 26.30} 13.94} 2.89] .65] 13}... |100.00 


The above table exhibits the predilections of the parties 
married, in regard to their ages, in a very interesting light. 
As usual, the favorite period for matrimony on the part of 
males is between 21 and 30 years of age. The number of 
grooms married during that period made 63 per cent. of all 
the grooms. The major part of these were between 25 and 
30. More than half of the brides (54 per cent.) were be- 
tween 18 and 25 years of age. Of the 71 minor grooms 
(that is, under 21), 59 married brides between 20 and 25, 
and one married a bride between 25 and 30. Another 
groom, under 30, married a bride on the shady side of 40. 
And still another, under 50, married a bride who had passed 
her 60th year. 

There was a decrease of 2 in the number of minor grooms, 
and an increase of 16 in the number of minor brides, com- 
pared with the preceding year. Six grooms, between 20 
and 30, married brides who were under 18 years, 2 of the 
latter being 14 and 15 respectively ; and 2 other grooms, of 
29 years, had brides of 14 and 16. Of the minor grooms, 
45 were 20 years of age; 23 were 19; and 3 were 18 years 
of age. Of the minor brides, 57 were 17 years of age; 18 
were 16; two were 15; and two were 14. years of age. 

In 11 instances, minor grooms were married to minor 
brides. 
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In 482 marriages, the bride, in each instance, was older 
than the groom. 

The following table is subjoined, as curiously illustrating 
some of the eccentricities of the candidates for matrimony. 
The first two figures in each column indicate the ages of the 
grooms, and the opposite figures their brides. 


74. .53 65. .26 | 60. .39 | 52. .21 | 49. .28 | 46. .238 | 42. .22 | 380. .15 
73. . 56 64. .86 | 60. .86 | 51. .25 | 49. .28 | 46. .19 | 42. .22 | 29. .45 
71. .45 63. .39 | 60. .35 | 50. .29 | 49. .27 | 45. .61 | 41. .25 | 29. .16 
70. 47 63. .89 | 60. .30 | 50. .28 | 49. .26 | 45. .27 | 41. .25 | 23, . 42 
70. .44 63. .36 | 55. .26 | 50. .27 | 49. .25 | 45. .24 | 41. .23 | 21. .31 


The average age of the 64 grooms in the above table is 
51.70 years, and of the brides 30.23 years. 


TABLE VII NUMBER OF TIMES MARRIED. 


BRIDES. 
GROOMS. | Beate 

First. Second. Third. Totals. 

SPURMEUT ETRE Esc” 6 Gin oes «. @.0t.efe.-¢ 9.’ 3,091 254 3 8,348 
EEDA is culeh a vate «04-8, ptrei-e, oom 395 171 6 572 
Third marriage ..... Nee itir ste ioe Ec 24 25 2 51 
arte RATIO? 4. 5) ei ief gd die el aha el wie oe [aid ww Ziel: Male «2a 2 
Totals oe 68 . e s . e . * . . . ° ° . s . . . * 3,510 452 11 3,973 


It will be seen, by the foregoing table, that of the whole 
number of bachelors 254 married widows, and 3 married 
brides who had been twice widowed. Of the 572 widowers, 
395 married spinsters, 171 married widows, and 6 chose as 
their second wives those who had been twice widowed. Of 
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the 51 grooms who had been twice widowed, 24 married 
spinsters, and 2 chose as their fourth wives brides who had 
been once widowed. 

The number of colored marriages was 120, — an increase 
of 39 over the number registered in the preceding year. In 
24 instances the grooms were colored and the brides white. 
One colored person was married during the year in each 
27.16 of the colored population. On the part of the whites, 
the ratio was 1 in 47.51. 

The number of males of the marriageable age, that is, 
over 21 years, in the city of Boston, is, by the last census, 
103,227. It will be seen, therefore, that there was 1 male 
married in each 26 of the male population over 21 years of age. 

-Of the parties married, 3,341 of the grooms, and 3,433 of 
the brides, were residents of Boston. Of the grooms, 432 
were residents of other towns in Massachusetts, and 200 be- 
longed in other States. Of the brides, 389 resided in other 
towns, while 151 were residents of other States. 


MorTALITY OF THE YEAR. 


The number of deaths registered during the year was 
8,612, —an increase of 1,177 deaths (15.83 per cent.), com- 
pared with the preceding year. This result is a large ad- 
vance in the death-rate, as the population did not probably 
increase more than 3 per cent. during the same time. The 
death-rate, therefore, is seen to be 23.73 in 1,000, or there 
was 1 death in each 42 of the whole population. In 1870, 
the rate was 1 in 20.45. Although the rate of last year was 
large compared with that of 1879, it cannot be considered 
excessive when compared with those of a number of years 
preceding it. It should not be forgotten that there is no 
accepted death-rate, as some seem to} imagine. What would 
be regarded as a high one in Boston, and indicating an ill 
condition of the public health, would be considered otherwise 
in New Orleans, and other places in the South, where mala- 
rial and other disorders incident to the climate prevail. In 
a few of the south-western cities, exceptionally favored by 
soil and climate, a low death-rate is usually seen; but such 
instances furnish no good reason to expect a similar rate in a 
climate so variable, from one extreme to another, as that of 
Boston; and it is idle to expect or look for one permanently 
lower than that which has prevailed, with but slight change, 
for the last thirty years. Such an expectation is idle, because 
it is based simply on conjecture, and has no warrant from 
established facts, nor does it receive any support from ex- 
perience. 
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It should not be forgotten that the sanitary condition of 
Boston has always been well cared for. The manner in 
which its ‘streets have been cleansed and kept in order for 
years leaves but slight chances for improvement; while the 
dwellings in the most populous parts of the city have been 
carefully watched, so far as it has been possible to exercise a 
supervisory control over them. These two subjects, the 
streets and the dwellings, are the principal matters affecting 
the public health which can be touched by municipal regula- 
tions, — the first directly, and the other indirectly and par- 
tially. Epidemics are met by statute law, suggested by pro- 
fessional wisdom, and require neither more nor less than the 
faithful performance of well-defined duties. 
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The number of decedents under 5 years of age was 3,408, 
making 39.57 per cent. of all who died. No less than 2,004 
children died under one year of age, making 23.27 per cent. 
of all the decedents. The number that died over 1 and under 
5 years was 1,404, making 16.30 per cent. of all who died. 
No less than 208 died on the day of their birth (many of 
them surviving but a few minutes), making 2.42 per cent. of 
the whole number. Of those who died on the day of their 
birth the males exceeded the females by 48. Of all who 
were under 6 months the excess of males was 92, and of the 
whole number under 1 year there were 102 more males than 
females. Over 1 year, and under 5 years, the male decedents 
exceeded the female by 44. In the succeeding period, 
between 5 and 10, the females exceeded the males by 38; in 
that between 10 and 15, by 14; and in the last period by 41. 

The decedents of native parentage under 20 years of age, 
including half of those whose parentage was unknown, make 
36 per cent. of all who died under that age, and those of Irish 
nativity 37.85 per cent. 

It will be seen by the following table that the female decedents 
_ above 20 years of age exceeded the males by 247. In the 
first period, between 20 and 30, the females exceeded the 
males by 66. In the succeeding three periods the males 
exceeded the females by 19, 48, and 11, in each, respectively. 
In the succeeding four periods, commencing with 60 years, 
during which there were 1,299 deaths, the females exceeded 
the males by 218. 
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It will be seen by Table X. that no less than 29.31 per 
cent. of the deaths occurred in the months of July, August, 
and September, and that 387 per cent. of the children under 
5 years of age died during the same months. 


TABLE XI. DEATHS IN WARDS AND PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. 


oa hyp he 
: Z ee E i : E Ee 5 e DEATHS oii INSTITU- Z E 
S73] 5A] be 1S) 8 | 5A | 5m 8) 8 
Pa ae Flala le =e (eee 
1 | 277| 8.22 | 4.00 14°} 851) 4.08 °) 5.52 || City Hospital. .\. ss) 6 ean) 446. 
2 | 312} 3.62 | 4.18 || 15} 348} 4.04 | 4.11 || Mass. Gen. Hospital ....{ 151 
3 | 255) 2.96 | 3.18 || 16 | 341] 3.96 | 4.19 || Carney Hospital ....2.| 59 
4 | 198] 2.30 | 3.11 || 17.| 251} 2.91 | 3.91 || Consumptives’ Home’... . 71 
5 | 197} 2.29 | 3.00 |} 18 | 186} 2.16 | 3.62 || Homceopathic Hospital... 13 
6 | 509} 5.90 | 4.66 || 19 | 460! 5.34 | 5.51 || St. Mary’s Infant Asylum. . 89 ee 
7 | 3817} 3.68 | 3.46 |} 20 | 356} 4.18 | 4.71 || Lunatic Hospital ...... 29 
8 | 307] 3.57 | 3.53 || 21 | 252) 2.93 | 4.00 || House of Correction .*% . .« 7 
9 | 248) 2.88 | 3.40 22 | 295) 3.438 3.51 Other Institutions .....| 3841 
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11 | 238} 2.76 | 4,58 || 24 | 261! 3.03 4.65 | 
12 | 366] 4.25 | 4.00 || 25 99} 1.15 | 1.84 


Totals. -. 0% ¢ -0ieeierieneeene 


It will be noticed that in each of Wards 6, 7, and 8 (north 
end), and 13 (South Boston), the percentage of the mortality 
was greater than the percentage of the population in the same 
places. 7 

The death-rate in the several wards of the city is shown in 
the subjoined table. The territory of the city is so large 
(being over 22,000 acres in extent), and the natural divisions 
being such as to admit of a comparison of one portion with 
another, the exhibit will prove deserving of examination. It 
will be seen that Kast Boston, South Boston, and the recently 
annexed towns, are arranged separately, while the central and 
south-end wards of the city proper form two groups, arranged 
according to the characteristics of the population in each 
division. 


{ 
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WARDS. Per 1,000. WARDS. Per 1,000. 
land 2 (Hast Boston) ...... 19.68 24: (Dorchester) . .'.:« s » « 15.47 
3,4, and 5 (Charlestown) .... 19.21 ZO ASTISOCOM) a 616 os usr si 14.71 
18, 14, and 15 (South Boston) . . 22.37 6, 7, 8 (North and West) . . 26.82 
19, 20, 21,22 (Roxbury)..... 21.00 12, 16 (Central Wards) pene 23.66 
23 (West Roxbury) ...+«-«-e-s 19.00 ce 17, 18 (Central and 
out 


LP coma eas oe tte ely 15.69 


As would be looked for, the highest death-rate is seen in 
Wards 6, 7, and 8, embracing the northern and oldest part of 
the city. The lowest death-rate is seen in Brighton (Ward 
25), where it is 14.71 in 1,000. The contrast of Wards 
7 and 8 with Wards 9, 10,11, 17, and 18, is very great. 
The population of the first three wards is 42,249, and that of 
the last five, 68,012. In observing the contrast as here pre- 
sented, it should not be -forgotten that the territory of the 
three first-named wards is less than half of the other five. 
In the first-named section, however, there are 72.34 inhabi- 
tants occupying each acre, while in the latter there is a 
larger population, there being 79.17 occupants of each acre. 
In Ward 25, where is seen the lowest death-rate, there are 
less than 3 persons to an acre; in Dorchester there are 3.54 
to an acre; in Roxbury, 13.20: in West Roxbury, 2.19; 
in East Boston, 5.11, while in South Boston there are 47.97. 


CoLORED MorrTAaLity. 


The number of colored decedents was-194, two less than 
there were in the preceding year. The colored population is 
5,868, considerably larger than the estimate heretofore made 
of this class, which makes the death-rate to be 33 in 1,000, 
or showing that there was 1 death in each 30.24 of the colored 
population. Among the whites the death-rate was 238 in 
1,000, or there was 1 death in each 42.40 of the white popu- 
lation. 

The daily average of deaths during the year was 23.59. 
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ZYMOTIC DISEASES. 


Although the general mortality was larger the past year than 
in 1879, the increase of deaths from what are termed preventa- 
ble diseases was but slight, the percentage of deaths from — 
these causes being 24.42 against 23.98 in the preceding year. 
The following table exhibits the deaths from the principal — 
zymotic diseases in the several wards and public institu- 
tions : — | 
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Diphtheria and Croup caused 765 deaths (an increase of 
215), making 8.88 per cent. of the whole mortality. These 
diseases proved more fatal in East Boston, South Boston, 
and the four Roxbury wards than in other portions of the 
city. In East Boston the deaths from these causes made 
13.20 of the whole number; in South Boston, 17.78 per 
cent. ; and in Roxbury, 17.65 per cent. 

Diarrheal disorders caused the death of 45.96 per cent. 
of all who died from zymotic diseases. Those who died in 
South Boston made 17.24 per cent. of all the victims to these 
maladies, while those who died in Wards 6, 7, and 8 made 
nearly 14 per cent. 

There were reported but 152 deaths from typhoid fever, 
making but 1.76 per cent. of the whole mortality. The 
deaths were so evenly distributed as to require no special 
remark. The disease is popularly supposed to be a prod- 
uct of bad drainage, or, at least, that it is nurtured and 
fostered by such a condition of sanitary matters. As it is a 
fact that this complaint has had no prominence here for 
many years, and that the whole community has been thrown 
into a ferment on account of its defective system of sewerage, 
cause and effect, in this particular, seem not to be in har- 
mony. It may not be out of place to say here, that bad 
_ drainage is made responsible for nearly “all the ills that 
flesh is heir to.” Odors, so dormant that no olfactophone 
(if such an instrument can be imagined) could detect them, 
have been descanted on, until the bewildered citizens have 
seen nothing but Death and his pale horse in their dwellings. 
And yet these dreadful maladies continue to appear, in the 
most salubrious localities, where house and surroundings 
present no point for improvement. 

Measles. —'There were 32 deaths from this cause (there 
were 2 in the preceding year), 11 from cerebro-spinal 
meningitis (a decrease of 4), 29 from scarlatina (a de- 
crease of 114), and 75 from whooping-cough (a decrease 
of 18). 

The nativity of the decedents from the preventable causes 
is shown in the following table : — 
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The above table shows that the prevalence of zymotic 
diseases, in the aggregate, is not in the direction that has com- 
monly been supposed to be the case. So far as any race 
liability to zymotic diseases is concerned (and the question 
has been discussed in that light), perhaps the collated facts 
of a series of years, as well as a more extended field than a 
single city, are needed to determine the question. On the 
other hand, the large mortality from this class of diseases 
during the past year, together with a consideration of the 
localities where they appeared, afford sufficient ground for 
the belief that much of what is supposed to be expert testi- 
mony is simply conjecture. In this connection the follow- 
ing statement will.prove interesting. The table exhibits the 
ratio of deaths from zymotic diseases to the population of 
each of the several races named respectively : — 


Native. .... . .1#n38.47 | English. .... 1 in 115.36 | British American, 1 in 123.70 
RGM ve! < se 6, 3 1 i1n'88.68) Scotch «2 » «<< 1in 111.90 | German .....1lin 66.30 
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CONSTITUTIONAL DISEASES. 


Cancer. — The number of deaths from cancer was 237, — 
71 males and 166 females, — an increase of 42 over the 
number registered in the preceding year, and making 2.75 
per cent. of the deaths from all causes. The following table 
gives the ages of those who died from this disease, together 
with the location of cancer in all but nineteen instances : — 
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TABLE XIII. DEATHS FROM CANCER, LOCALITIES OF THE DISEASE, 
SEX AND AGES OF THE DECEDENTS. 
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TABLE XIII. — Concluded. 
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It will be seen that 70.46 per cent. of those who died 
from cancer were above 50 years of age. As usual, the 
females greatly outnumber the males, the former making no 
less than 70 per cent. of the whole number. The average 
age of the male decedents was 57.96 years, and that of the 
female 55 years. One in 59.28 of all the.male decedents, 
and 1 in 26.52 of the female, died of cancer. 

Consumption. — There were 1,371 deaths from this cause 
in 1880, —an increase of 109 compared with the preceding 
year, making 16 per cent. of the. whole mortality. Of all 
the male decedents, 1 in 6.82, and of the female, 1 in 5.84, 
died from consumption. Of all who died from this cause, 
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43.10 per cent. were native-born, and 39.82 per cent. were 
natives of Ireland. 

The ratio of deaths from consumption to those from -all 
causes, according to the nativity of the decedents, is shown 
in the following table : — 


Native. . . .1in 6.19 Brit. Amer’n, 1 in 5.76 


(rishiwecte cae sl URoVso 


English . .1in 7.36 
Scotch. «1. 2 1in'5.76 


Italian . . .1in 12,00 


German. . .1in 9.69|Portuguese . 1 in 13.66 


Of all who died from this cause, 75.78 per cent. died be- 
tween 15 and 50 years. Those between 20 and 30 (185 males, 
and 256 females) made 32.17 per cent. of the whole number. 

The occupations of those who died from consumption . 
present no especial significance, unless the large number 
belonging to a few occupations deserve mention. As is 
always the case, the class that furnishes the largest number 
of victims to this cause is the laboring class, which make 
21.07 per cent. of all the males who died from consumption. 
Clerks, merchants, and traders come next, making 18.31 
per cent. Tailors and shoemakers make 4.86 per cent., and 
painters, carpenters, and teamsters 8.59 per cent. 

Hydrocephalus. —The number of deaths from this cause 
was 233,—an increase of 38, — making 2.71 per cent. of 
all the deaths. | 

Marasmus, Scrofula, and Tabes Mesenterica. — The 
number of deaths from these causes was 238, — an increase 
of 27. 


LocaL DISEASES. 


The deaths from this class of diseases, which comprise a 
large number of maladies, with numerous complications, 
make 36.71 per cent. of the entire mortality, — a percentage 
nearly identical with that of the preceding year. 

Apoplexy and Paralysis. —'There were 121 deaths from 
the former disease reported, and 173 from the latter, —an 
increase of 35. Although the latter, properly speaking, is 
the effect of disease, and not a disease in itself, the term is 
still used extensively by physicians without qualifications. 
It has a distinct place in Dr. Farr’s nomenclature of diseases. 
The deaths thus indicated make 3.41 per cent. of the entire 
mortality, — nearly the same proportion that was registered 
in the preceding year. 

Brain Diseases. There were 308 deaths from these 
causes, —an increase of 62,— making 3.41 per cent. of all 
who died. The deaths from these causes, added to those 
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from apoplexy and paralysis, make 7 per cent. of the whole 
mortality. 

Bronchitis and Pneumonia. —'The deaths from these 
diseases amounted to no less than 1,147, making 13.32 per 
cent. of all the deaths. There was an increase of 83 deaths 
from bronchitis, and 175 from pneumonia, compared with 
the preceding year. 

Heart, Disease of. —'The increase of the mortality from 
heart affections, during the last ten years, is noticeable. The 
number that died from these causes the past year was 425, — 
an increase of 42 over the number reported in 1879, — mak- 
ing nearly 5 per cent. of all whodied. Anterior to the period 
above named, the mortality from heart maladies rarely made 
3 per cent. of all the deaths in any one year, and often made 
less than two per cent. That habits and modes of life lie at 
the root of this great change in the prevalence of heart 
affections, there can be little question. The remedy pre- 
sents a more difficult problem, with a fruitful field for con- 
jecture. Of all who thus died, 38.59 per cent. were over 60 
years of age, the larger number during this period being 
females, although the other sex, in the aggregate, exceed 
the latter by 9. 

Enteritis. —'There were 134 deaths thus reported, — an 
increase of 43. If to these are added the deaths from 
peritonitis, gastritis, and those designated as “diseases of 
the bowels,” the number will be 257, making 2.98 per cent. 
of the whole mortality, nearly the same proportion that was 
recorded from the same causes in the preceding year. 

Ividneys, Disease of. — 'There were 213 deaths from kid- 
ney affections,— an increase of 22, — of which 128 were from 
Bright’s disease. Renal troubles have also greatly in- 
creased during the last 10 or 15 years. The almost 
universal use of stimulants, mineral waters, etc., has been 
designated as the cause of the greater portion of these affec- 
tions. As such considerations, weighty as they are, are not 
addressed to the popular apprehension, and probably never 
will be, at least by those who can speak with authority, it 
will be safe to say there will be no diminution of the mor- 
tality from these causes. On the contrary, if there should 
be no increase, there is no reason to look for a decrease. 
Advancement in medical science does not seem to mean, curi- 
ously enough, any reduction in the death-rate, however much 
it may contribute to the convenience of the sick, 


DEVELOPMENTAL DISEASES. 


Malformations. — There were 40 deaths from causes thus 
specified, —a decrease of 4,—21 being males, and 19 
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females. Of the whole number, 24 were cyanosis; 11 were 
spina bifida, and 5 were other malformations. 

Old Age.— There were 215 deaths thus reported, —77 
males, and 138 females, —an increase of 3; making 2.50 
per cent. of all who died. There can be little doubt that. this 
term is often used on account of inability to be more specific 
in diagnosis. It is a convenient term, and while it really 
conveys no information in a large number of instances, it has 
all the advantages of sounding well to those who imagine they 
comprehend all about it. 

Premature Birth. — There were 133 instances thus re- 
ported, —an increase of 29. The males largely outnumber the 
females, there being 80 of the former, and 53 of the latter. 
There were 286 deaths from what are designated “ infantile 
diseases.” Many of these instances were of children who died 
on the day of their birth, concerning which no other cause of 
death could be given. If these are numbered with those from 
premature births, the whole will make 4.87 per cent. of the — 
whole mortality. 

Puerperal Diseases. —The number of deaths from this 
class of diseases was 88, an increase of 10. The particular 
form of the cause of death, with the ages of the decedents, 
may be of some interest : — 


AGES. AGES 
8|8 3/3 | 2 8(3|8|3| 2 
g\sisis 2 2{/312|8 = 
ra [oa so | ZIS|S/S/8 
EA DOLTULOD Was, chacihe to eae eee 2 Sek a hn Peritonitis: 5 2° 270 sae 6| 4] 9] 2}21 
Q@onvinlsions, « cilenense sa aces 4| 41 1] 1/10 Placenta previa . oe es «1 8} 8] 5) 1/12 
IMEPANIA 9s bs Mitir cv ink cee fon eoats 1| 2 8 || Septicemia ... eee 7| 5] 6] . |18 
Metria (puerperal fever) . ..| 1] 3] 5 9. || Not‘given” .°su7 canna 5. a ete isea £0 
Metritisi ts, cree tasteless eile 2 Totals > .)2 tee eee 22 27 34 an 88 


Of those who died from causes incident to childbirth, 55.68 
per cent. were under 30 years of age, and just 25 per cent. 
were between 18 and 25. 


EXTERNAL CAUSES. 


Accidents. — There were 286 deaths from casualties of all 
kinds (including 5 deaths from sunstroke) — an increase of 
42 over the number reported in 1879. The deaths on rail- 
roads made 19.23 per cent. of the whole number from acci- 
dental causes. Those from drowning, burning, and on 
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railroads made 36.71 per cent. of all the deaths from 
casualties ; and the deaths from falls made 20.63 per cent. 
The modes of death, in all but 32 instances, is shown in 


the following table : — 


Males. 


MMM OMIE DAG cciclcecacles's becesSutecvclc 


MPEICTCUME Re tigts asc c cu ccswscaecees ee] e 


TESTED RGU us cise e'eee s Rei eave aiaeiaie © 
Falls from windows.... 


DUUGIG PSs acca’ asses 


6é 66 


SECT UANAUALES s <\aoen'c onc ccaseeecas 
Thrown from vehicles.......seseeee 
Falls from stagings.......s.erecee. 
Run over by vehicles.........+.+.. 
PPE e was eaknceneccbedsucuscsncs 
Falls on sidewalk........s.-sevee. . 
Killed by machinery......ccscccsece 
Exposure and neglect..........s.0. 
Sunstroke....-sscvseee 
Suffocated in bed..... 
SUIVETICIG eed pancnteancistesieslecvesece 
ESVOOMIU sw aisiniais Clejricceccccesiosece 
Fell into vessels’ holds.......e.seee 
BiMed Dy ClOVALOT. 2.0 ccvccccccccce 
BOM INGO SEWePs 0. ceccccccccscceces 
MOO WY HOTKES.. ccc ccccsccccccce 
Surgical operations........ssscceee 
MME OF TOOT.» .ccccsccee 


BE EINUIRE OG ns vont ore cascassencces 
MIRO SE) DIEU sc0 o's cc0esclescoesse 
Ve DIGS TOCKSs co ceccescsccceces 
By runaway MOreO6i as .cietcchessss 
By tartar emetic.......ssssecesscees 
PSVEGHEDOUC ACO ec posceccescasecesoe 
PMPUMMEROUIU TS wingcrcéccadcccccenecccs 


PEM MECT DTIC se vcesscddseccncocsens 


UMMIEMONMINA pce cacwenscésceccences 
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Fell from ladder........... ale weuaees 
Bowe SP OCICVALOL sscla ed 6 «cc's y'c ans 
a ‘¢ railroad bridge ..... aaa 
‘¢ down stone steps..... .. sie eveieis 
‘© through hatchway ......sccse. 

CHOKEUIDY MGAb.<<ccvaseressne. AROE 

By inhaling coal gas........... enemies 

Suffocated in bank of snow........ 

By blow on head...... ivnees suse 

ESVEDIB VOM AU Olean sveeicacvicecwavins.ses 

Injured while rigging..........s... 

Fell down hatchway... : mama eters si e.4 

Crushed by iron boiler............ 

Hall of iron safe... ... cc RAP OCCIC we 

Crushed by ferry-boat........ AACR 

ss SE SUONG sic ceneteucsiacavese 

Kicked) Dy) Ai Mises & ccceecedes Gen 

Suffocated by bank of earth........ 

Criushodis DV WALOU rs cacidaiciecsiesie's's 

PUsShGd" LOM StOPSs ae dienc vce densi 

Fall of barrel of ashes........ AROEOC 
SOP MERAE DOG C ancien caine eunge cocece 

By needle in gall bladder..... ceees 

Ran against a tree......se.e0. ec atea ad 

Strangled in vomit........ aeccacccnis 

TS VA VUELLE ING W a nlaalsieciaielg elsitna deel e.cisis'd 

Crushed by box...... atv allatvadelaetdes 

Spike in foot (lockjaw)............ 

Injured by horse ‘* a eesascideinsie 

Fall of stone <e Sietesald aaisieieie 

Not given......e.. aiaieala deleis gadis eelea 

Total. .ccccccccccsescccvoccceres 
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Homicides. —'The number of deaths of this class was 3 ; 
in the preceding year there were 5. 

Suicides. —'There were 40 deaths of this character, an’ 
increase of 4, occurring in every month, save August. Eight 
of the deaths were in June, and 6 in November. ‘The 
methods employed for self-destruction were of the usual 
variety, although the deaths from hanging exceeded those 
from shooting, the latter mode being usually the favorite one 
for voluntary exit from life. There were 10 deaths from 
hanging (all males); 8 from shooting (all males); 4 from 
cutting throat (1 female) ; 3 jumped from window (1 male, 
from delirium tremens, and 1 male and 1 female, supposed 
to be insane) ; 2 from Paris green (male and female) ; and 
1 each (all males) from arsenic, cyanide of potassium, mor- 
phine, and prussic acid. 
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The above table exhibits the number of deaths from each 
of the several general classes of disease.. The mortality from 
the zymotic class is slightly in excess of that of the preceding 
year. Indeed, there is a uniformity, almost unvarying, year 
by year, in the proportion of the deaths that occur from each 
class of diseases. It is only when some extensive epidemic 
prevails that a different result is witnessed. 

Unknown Diseases. —It must not be supposed, that be- . 
cause there were only 13 instances in which the causes of 
death are registered as “unknown,” that that number com- 
prised all of that character. Many decedents died without 
medical attendance ; in those cases certificates were given by 
physicians who had never seen the patients when alive. 
Some of them, chronic cases, perhaps were correctly re- 
ported ; others, no doubt, were guessed at, and, in some 
cases, pretty accurately.” At all events, for statistical pur- 
poses, their consideration is not important, as the difference 
in the result would hardly have been appreciable. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


It is an exceedingly interesting question, as well as a very 
important one, to ascertain, if possible, to what extent the 
duration of human life is affected by social conditions. There 
has been much speculation on the subject; various theories 
have been advanced, and conclusions drawn therefrom, which, 
to say the least, do not appear to be verified by facts. It has 
been affirmed as true that those who sustain the marital rela- 
tion possess a firmer hold on life than those who have not 
entered that state. This statement has been made with such 
positiveness, that its truth has been accepted almost univer- 
sally without question. Whether that assumption is true or 
not, the facts subjoined will go some distance towards con- 
firming or weakening that position. Although the field which 
furnishes the facts for comparison and consideration is not a 
large one, yet, as similar results have been exhibited during 
a series of years, something. banat ble certainly ought to be 
predicated on them. 

The number of decedents of a Me aeeahlo age (say from 
20 years and upwards) was 4,509 (see Table IX.),— 
2,131 males, and 2,378 females. Of the whole number, no 
less than 74.34 per cent. had been married at the time of 
death. Of the male decedents above 20 years of age, 69.54 
per cent., and of the females 74 per cent., had been or were 
married at the time of death. The nativities of the foregoing 
are seen in the following table : — 
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MARRIED. | WIDOWED. MARRIED. | WIDOWED. 

Nativity. F F Nativity. ¢' |. F 

a | a 3 D 3 a 3 

a] 8 fa" € ae ee ae 

o o ov o 

aA} By a By a |] me | a | & 

INAtIVE eros 557 494 105 854 || British American 57 f 7 30 
Jee Aa oreo 497 399 89 86571) -German= <. "ae. 55 6 6 22 
Hinglish tosses! sis 51 45 12 14 || Other foreign. . 24 2 2 10 


Scotch » .! . ee. 19 6 1 7 | Totals. . ..| 1260 959 222 802 


It will be seen by the foregoing table that there was a 
great difference between the mortality of widows and that of 
widowers, the former making 45.54 -per cent. and the latter 
only 14.98 per cent. of all the decedents who had been 
married. Of all the decedents over 20 years of age (of 
both sexes) 68.95 per cent. of those who were native-born 
had been married; of the Irish, 81.97 per cent.; English, 
85 per cent.; Scotch, 80 per cent.; British American, 38 
per cent.; German, 66.42 per cent.; and other foreign 
nativities, 42.70 per cent. 


REGISTRATION. 


There is considerable misapprehension as to the object of 
having a system of registration of vital statistics. Some, 
who are entirely ignorant of its origin or of its uses, seem to ~ 
regard it as an indispensable adjunct, or part, of sanitary affairs. 
All the connection that the subject has with sanitary matters, 
or with the public health, is in the fact that it announces the 
number of deaths that occur, and the causes of death. The 
first is simply an event, and it is a very simple affair to 
record it. The cause of death is ascertained and made 
known by the attending physician, and the work of record- 
ing it is as simple as in the other case. The records of these 
two facts indicate merely the number of the deaths, and 
state the diseases which caused death. No suggestion is 
made by them as to what measures are necessary for the 
security of the public health, although they indicate, with 
other things, that there is something to do. They communi- 
cate no information as to how disease should be treated. ; 

The General Court of Massachusetts, as far back as 1639, 
recognized the importance of providing for a systematic 
registration of vital statistics. The statistics at the outset 
were meagre, and bore but slight resemblance to those now 
used in fulness or completeness. At that time, and until 
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about 1660, they were county returns, made by the several 
town-clerks to the “Clark of the Writts.” Subsequently 
they became affairs of the individual towns, and have re- 
mained so until the present time. In addition to this town 
registration, imposed by general law, the State has provided 
that town-clerks and registrars shall annually furnish, to the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth, copies of all the births, 
marriages, and deaths that occurred in their respective towns 
during the preceding year. ‘These returns are collated by 
competent statisticians, and published in annual reports by 
the State, for the purpose of showing the growth of 
population, the duration of life, race characteristics, and 
setting forth many other facts of general and specific value. 


ERRORS IN RECORDING. 


It will be obvious that much of the value of the town records 
depends, especially when social and pecuniary interests are 
concerned, as is frequently the case, on their accuracy, which 
rests entirely on the intelligence and carefulness of the re- 
cording officers, or of those who make: the returns to the 
latter. This fact will be seen from a circumstance of which 
the present City Registrar was cognizant. In 1807 a French 
gentleman named Francois Arté was married to an American 
lady. Unfortunately the clergyman, misunderstanding the 
name, perhaps from imperfect pronunciation, returned the 
name as Harty. The fact that the gentleman was French, 
should have raised doubts as to the name being Harty, 
although from its sownd it was not strange that it should have 
been mistaken for the right one. In 1857 the daughter of 
Francis Arté, herself a widow, was apprised of the existence 
of some property in France to which she would succeed, 
provided that the marriage of Francis Arté could be proved 
to the French authorities by official documentary evidence 
from this city. Certificates from this office, properly 
authenticated, testifying that Mrancis Harty was married 
in Boston, were sent, but they failed to convince the French 
officials that Francis Harty and Francis Arté were one and 
the same person. The widowed daughter did not receive 
the property to which she was entitled. 

To those who have had little or no experience in copying 
or transcribing records it doubtless seems an easy task for 
one to “follow copy,” as printers say. ‘This is a mistaken 
notion. The blunders—not a few, but multitudinous — 
that have been, and are constantly made, would be laugh- 
able on account of their ridiculous character, were it not for 
their possible future importance, as well as for the trouble 
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and annoyance they cause those whose duty it is to watch 
them, lest they find their way on the records. The following 
list of names, selected at random from hundreds of others 
of a similar character, will illustrate the superhuman in- 
genuity that some persons will manifest to get a name wrong. 


a 


The first column gives the names as they were reported, the 


second as they were entered on the record : — 


Chester should be Cesaro. Bartel should be Bergold. 
Inice a Eunice. Rodricks a Rodrigues. 
Carcelon Angelo ‘* Angelo C. Lucca. Perry o Pereira. 
Mary Sears sé Maria Mesquita. Jennie a Eugenia. 
Tono Gennings ac Antonio Genna. Keene ¢ Joaquim. 
Degation se Durdigan. Lawrence be Lorenz. 
John Lovering as Pacifico Leverone. | Jeremiah 4: Giovanni. 
Marshall 4 Machado. Cammer - Zimmer. 


ASSUMED NAMES. 


Another source of annoyance is in the assumption by 
foreigners of names not their own. This arises in many 
cases from inability to make others understand their real 
names. Names similar in sound to the proper have been 
gradually given and adopted by foreigners without reflec- 
tion, not anticipating embarrassments that are very likely to 
arise in consequente. ‘Thus, as is shown in the list of names 
before given, Machado had been changed to Marshall, Leve- 
rone to Lovering, and Pereira to Perry. ‘These changes - 
more frequently occur among Italians and Portuguese ; and 
while it is easy to determine that the reported name is wrong, 
it often requires considerable labor to ascertain what it 
should be. 

Again, the name of Donahoe, Donohoe, Donahue, Don- 

oughoe, Denahy, Danahy, Donaughey, Danaher, Donehey, 
etc., are so mixed up and interchangeably used as to make it 
impossible, in many instances, even for the owners to say 
whether or not they should be spelt alike, or whether either 
of them is correct. 

Another crying evil, and one that taxes the patience and 
good-nature of a recording officer more than all the rest, ‘is 
the inane and nonsensical practice of some who consider 
themselves intelligent of assuming diminutive given names, 
and insist that they should so be placed on the record. ‘This 
practice is not only indicative of intellectual weakness, but 
of unmitigated ignorance, as it shows a total unconscious- 
ness of the mischief that might result from such an act. An 
applicant for a marriage certificate insisted that his bride’s 
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name should appear on the record as “Gustye,” when her 
real name was Augusta. Another gave the name of his bride 
as “Mimi.” What that name is is still one of the unex- 
plained mysteries which the Registrar is in hopes of solving 
in the near future. In the first of the above cases, when it 
was modestly suggested to the candidate for matrimony that 
the initials of the two names were different, and that it would 
be impossible to identify the party if the initial letter only 
were used, the suggestion was deemed impertinent, and the 
Registrar had no alternative but to issue a certificate to Miss 
“Gustye.” Whatever vanity may be gratified by this silly 
practice, those who indulge in it should not forget that the 
veriest tramp may assume the euphonious name of Mont- 
morenci Fitzmaurice Smith, but he would remain a tramp all 


the same. It is not strange that one should desire to rid 


himself of a disagreeable name; but it is not easy to imagine 
why any one should wish to obscure a proper and well-sound- 
ing one by a laborious and nonsensical method of spelling it. 

The foregoing remarks have been made for the purpose of 
directing attention to the subject of registration. Not one 
in a thousand, it is safe to say, has an intelligent compre- 
hension of its objects or value. Itis regarded by many simply 
as a method of recording certain facts concerning births, 
marriages, and deaths, without any thought as to the bearing 
of these matters on material interests. Nothing definite 
would be known of the natural growth of population, which 
is, after all, the only measure of the public wealth, without 
the aid of a proper record and use of vital statistics. Pro- 
duction, supply, and demand are estimated, weighed, and 
gauged by the conditions which these statistics make mani- 
fest; and where these are wholly or partially neglected, or 
inaccurately made .up, there is a corresponding uncertainty 
as to the public profit and loss account, similar to the con- 
dition of the merchant without a balance-sheet. 


Respectfully submitted, 


N. A. APOLLONIO, 
City Registrar. 


Orricr or City RraistTrar, July 28, 1881. 
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ae in the City of PBeaed during the year 1882, “is here- | Bes 
ith submitted for the consideration of the City Council. i 
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4 56, or 4. 33 per cent. This shows that there was one ivihe : 
Kehild born to each 35.32 of the whole population, which is ea 
estimated to have been 388,000 in 1882. If the still-births 4 pee 
(520 in number ) are ae to the living births, as they ge 
§ should be, in order to show the procreative increase, the 
atio will appear as 1 in 83.72. As this ratio is nearly — 
entical with that of the preceding year, and not widely 
erent from those of several years prior to that, it is pre- BPE 
nable that the estimate of the ponuation above given is ea 


P iphably very nearly correct. a 
| : is | mc perk 
: et ! ' ¥ ie ain 


“The eillowing table shows We’ nuinber of chil d 


: ‘each quarter: — se 


: 
4 


: 5 4 : aa 
5 5 a ae |) ge 
: E gi] 4 || og 
oe o ks & fe) 8 é k o ; 
" ~ . 
: 2 S a | 8 = | Sy es eae 
; bam | —_— a — — | -—— —_—_— aries ae 
r } “Fa | i 4 a 
gan... | 47t| 420|| Aprit . | 445] 426]| July . .| 460| 4a7}] Oct. -. 
. Feb. . so} 441|| May 403| 384|| Aug ..| 515] 477|| Nov.. . 


a March .| 488] 452|| June. .| 462] 437|| Sept. .| 497] 483]| Dec. . . 


or sew —- 


1,404] 1,315 1,880) 1,241 1,481] 1,367] | 


er: A comparative exhibit of the births and deaths in each oe 
___ward will be seen in the following table : | 


WARDS. 

Deaths. 

Excess of 
Births over 
Deaths. 

Excess of 
Births over 
Deaths. 

WARDS 

Births 

Deaths. 

| Excess of Se 

Births over . 


672 | 319; 353 17 287 |, 283 4 Tnst’ seri) oie 1,898 «Me 


276 | 252 24 18 189 } 188 1 Totals, | 10,986 9,015 — 1 onl oe 


OO OO OS OH, RO LO eS 


The births in Wards 1 and 2 (East Boston) exceed ieee oF 
deaths there by 289. In Wards 13, 14, and 15 (South — a 
Boston) the excess of births was 626. In Wards 3, 4, and | an 
5 (Charlestown) there were only 186 more births than_ fe 
deaths. The largest excess of births over the deaths in any — 
ward, or locality, occurred in Ward 23 (West Rosbary)) a 
whers the births exceeded the deaths by 382. i: 

In striking contrast to the foregoing is the condition pre- 
sented by Wards 9, 10, 12, 17, and 18. All of these irda a 
except 12, have a preponderating native population. In ~ 


Ward 10 the deaths, as usual, exceed the birth ae log a 
ia 


ere wore four more deaths in Ward 12 than there 
irths, — the ‘only ward in which a very. large foreign- 
ulation i is found where such a result is shown. ‘Th 
1, the excess of births was only 4; in Ward 18, 1; 


24 in Ward 9; : 
Vards 9,10, 11, 17,18, 21, 28, and») 24, in which ‘the: ; 


ve-born ‘inhabitants far Satna ber the foreign-born, 


th 2 entire population. The births in those rardne panera : 
made only 24.49 per cent. of all the births. On the other 
hand, Wards 6, 7, 12, 13, 16, 19, and 20, where the foreign- 
eas element predominates, and containing 32.59 per Gone 
f the whole population, exhibit 35.26 per cent. of all the 
rths. Ward 8, which contains a large foreign-born ‘popu- 
ion, is not Briciiornted in the latter group of wards, for 
the reason that a large number of the births credited to that 
wal rd occurred i in the institutions located there. 
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2,270 


485 
118 


"897819 popu), 


3,167 


BIRTHPLACES OF FATHERS. 
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children born in 1882 eter half of those a te note as 
were of unknown nativity, but whose mothers were of natiy ee us 
birth) were of American parentage, and make 30.20 per ba 
cent. of all the children born alive. The children of. native-_ se 
born fathers only (including half of those whose parentage — 
is stated as “ unknown”) number 4,226, and make 38.47 per a 
cent. of all the fathers. as a 

The number of children whose parents were bath born in 
Ireland was 2,270, making 20.66 per cent. of the*total num- — 
ber born. The number of instances in which the fathers 
only were born in Ireland was 2,987, making 27.19 per cent. 
of all the fathers, and 44.16 per cent. of “those of fore ign ae 
birth. ae 


The subjoined table exhibits some facts, which will prove | 33 
both interesting and surprising : — aR. 
\as 
E> 
g St 8 est 

eas) S338 ve} BG M 
Nativity. FI a she Nativity. = a ons a 
E| 3A o | & | ems 2 

a | al @ a ees = = | 
Portugal .....| 881| 130 | 1to 6.76 |/Italy.......{| 8,000] 204] 1to 14.71 : ‘ 
Poland ......| 487| 68 |1to 6.04 ||Holland .....| 402] 26/1t01546 : 
Denmark ..... 196| 28} 1to 7.00 ||Scotland.....| 2,800] 174] 1to16.09 |” 
/ ifs 
Russia ......{| 845) 48 | lto 7.19 || France...... 795 45 | 1 to 17.67 Ay 
Austria... eee. 111} 15 | 1to 7.40 || England and Wales} 9,300| 462] 1 to 20.13 ; oh 
INOLWAY: 4-0) siete: 236} 30 | 1to 1.87 || British America .| 24,000 | 1,050} 1 to 22.86 ~ cs 
Germany . . . . «| 7,600 | 558 | 1 to 13.09 || Ireland. . . . . «| 70,000 | 2,987 | 1to 23.43 


Sweden. ... . | 1,500] 103 | 1 to 14.56 || United States. . . | 252,000 | 4,226 | 1 to 59.63 bi: 


The populations of the several nationalities, as stated in the 
above table, are those given in the “ Statistics of Boston,” 
compiled by Carroll D. Wright, in 1882, from the United _ 
States census of 1880. The populations of Germany, Swe-— 
den, Italy, Scotland, England, British America, Ireland, and 
the United States are estimated according to their probable 
increase since 1880, The others are given as they were in 
1880. . 

It will be understood that the parentage of the petites 
enumerated in the foregoing table is given according to the 
nativity of the fathers. Although some increase of the 
population may have occurred in several of the instances, 
the change must have been so slight as not to have reduced 
the birth-rate to any appreciable extent. The greatdifference 


ch ey Pidenieetiracsd™ in Eine first portion of the table is. 
in cular. _ Even the IJrish population, which has always been 
ha egarded as uncommonly prolific, dwindles almost into insig- 
RR: nificance i in comparison. lanky 


CoLorEeD Brerrus. . a 


The number of colored children born was 186,— 88 males, Sh, 
a aca 98 females; the latter sex exceeding the former by 10. | 
In case of the white births, the males axceoded the females — Ber. 
= 334. There was an increase of the colored births of 15 
over the number of the preceding year. There was one | 
colored child born to each 32.79 of the colored population, = 
Beyaich | is estimated at 6,100. If the colored still-births are = 
Be shined with those born alive, the ratio will be 1 to 28.90. a 


Twin Birrus. sl 


Er a There were, during the year, 83 plural births, which were Aes 
in the ratio of 1 to each 131.36 of the single births... ‘In-... ee 
; 26 instances both children were males; in "28, both were (ae 
4 peor: and in each of the remaining 29 cases there was one a 
of each sex. In 26 cases both parents were natives; in 15, : 
both parents were Irish. In 29 instances the fathers only, gs 
and! in 38 the mothers, were natives. 


STitLt—Birrus. eu". 


There were registered during the year 520 births of this 
DiiGencter (25 of “which were colored), a decrease of 28 from 
the number reported in the preceding year. These births. ifs 
_ were in the ratio of 1 to 21.13 of those born alive. The ©. 
ae ratio of colored still-births to the colored children born alive | me 
ue was 1 to 7.44. - The ratio of the whites was 1 to 21.82. The (oe 
Be. ‘mothers of 236 of these children were American born; 139 
4 were born in Ireland; 15 in England; 4 in Scotland ; 60 i in 

the British American Meer tieee ‘ 116 in Germany ; 2 in Italy; 
6 in Portugal; 10 in other foreign places; while 35 were of 
~ unknown origin. i, 

The daily» average of living births was 30.10; including ape 

; a Bene still-births, the average was 31.52. To 


MarRIAGES IN 1882. yi 


The number of marriages registered in 1882 was 4,631, — 
a an increase of 261 over the number recorded in the preced- | ae 
os ing year. This shows that there was one person married to ana ae 
~ each 41.89 of the entire population. As there is but little yt ie 
_ variation from year to year in this ratio, it is almost conclu- | 
‘sive that the estimated population of 388,000 is substantially 
correct. 
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recorded ; 


year, ‘and the Sa on marriages ronordel are. shown 


the following table : — oe Ae 
E my 5 ra : 3 5 [pe 
~ @Q a (3) 2 m ® nD mn = m we 
5 8 | & z S| & i 5 | & 5 S| & 
=) ss eS S 3 oo eS ri 3 fa +e os) 
o 8 | 5 re) 8 | 5 & 5 | Ss 8 | 5 
ro aS o] as a 4/3 ve = foie. 
- onl = NA on a an) eH a + = tans 
January. . | 356] 367|] April . .| 417] 408]} July . . .| 317] 334|| October .| 563) 589 
; mw. Ss x i 
February . | 345| 394/| May . . .| 415] 368]| August 331] 297|| November | 509] 561 | ie 
March . . | 217] 168|| June. . .| 458] 467|) September| 451] 413}! December | 377] 31 nM 
min: Se 


pa t 
ie oo 


There were only 125 more intentions of marriages entered 
than the number of marriages recorded. Some of these 
were undoubtedly used in other places, where they were 
others may not have been used at all, while 
others, perhaps, remain in the hands of dilatory clergymen, __ 


The largest number of marriages in any one month ( 561) ae 
occurred in the month of November, and, the least ras in ae 
March. ee 

hw 


but will eventually be returned at some future day. It is — 
gratifying, however, that so few are unaccounted for. _ sees 
TABLE II. MARRIAGES IN 1882. ee! Be 
ae 4 
BIRTHPLACES OF BRIDES. Sor iy 
BIRTHPLACES OF eo des 4 & Eee 
GROOMS. 2 |g . ; E _ : ; | 
oe “ oS oS Q ~ a 
3 ms Vea) Sle | oe | ae 8 =a 
S of pe d= med tg ee A |SS8| 3 ° Ret 
2/2] 2 2 |S 2818 dele] s 

Q = oO |R 4 m | 6 jO a Au i 

——— |} | |} — | ——| — | —__| — | —| — aes 

, ‘a 
MSORTONN es! %o es ie) ene ps | L009 151 107 15 55 5 73 8} 2 ae 16.74 iz 
Other towns in State .} 2038 | 314] 162] 24; 61 6 95 6} 3 874) 18.87 : 
Other States .....{ 188 | 230| 420| 20] 31] 6| 150] 9] 4] 1,058] 2285  — 
Z 

Englandand Wales. . 22 21 | tHe Mogae bon kw Be ge 40 Die aine 152| 3.28 - 
MRCIATICLS, As A clatter te ve 76 31 22 14} 500 s 48 Lice 698} 15.07 * 
Seoamds. (a. i ae 8 9 5 a 6 | 16 12 ° 57 1.23 te 
British America ... 57 55 35 14 AT 3 343 2] 0 « 556} 12.00 o P 
FOIMANY «Ges. sce 3.6 30 18 LO a ASS etd ae 14 | 215; 1 317 6.85 iS: 
. — 

Other foreign places . 22 2 15 2 LO eat 13 4) 75 144} 3.11 5S 
PUI Gat Pant erat Ta RRM RI TY PRR eae bes Pe) . 
AO UBIB ites, s.1 2: Sokol re 965 826 800 | 181] 747 | 41 788 | 247] 86 | 4,631 3 
fy 
Per cent... .. . ~ | 20.84 | 17.84 | 17.28 | 2.83} 16.13 | .89 | 17.00 | 5.33]1.86] . . . | 100.00 © . 


“di Ritides were born in Ireland was 505, ae 10.91 per 


ent. of all the marriages, and 20.22 per cent. of those of | 
“which the parties were foreign- born. 


- The native grooms make 58.45 per cent. of all the grooms, ae 
and the native brides 46 per cent: of all the brides. iss) 
e ee The grooms of Irish birth make 36.28 per cent. of the = ee 
“3 Piessien grooms, and the Irish brides 36.61 per cent. of the may: 


foreign brides. 


a f 
a “The number of persons of native birth married were in ce 
: Bs the ratio of 1 to each 47.56 of the native population; and 
‘ wil 
_ those of Irish birth were in the ratio of 1 to each 48.44 of a 
the Irish population. And, lastly, the number of foreign- Bye: 
_ born persons married were in the ratio of 1 to each 34.31 of ae 
- the foreign-born population. PY 
. ovet 
TABLE Ill. AGES OF THE PARTIES MARRIED. 
= eee > hal 
AGES OF BRIDES. a ‘3 
sas nal 
AGEs oF GROOMS, co e . : < r : 

wy a a al ig ea ma i 

; SE en BR hd de i BS Ea WR Bd 9 
SOpmu ital! SeqoSshailyvs. | ante 
: ee 
a Under 21 vow eae Se 6 ke 11 TT g 1 oe) fe eee ete’™ 91 1.97 - 
Mae ee ke ARTIC OTB” BOL evel b es «Paves |} 498) 81.06 uf 
MeemeevinS0. . 6... +... 6| ss6| 532} ss) 2|...|...| 1,514] 32.69 s 
ee 3] 3e8| 455) 362] 21|...{1...| 1,169] 25.24 ay 
See , ~ ' Pt 
tH. wesw eae Ae MOL AROL AT als IL A B78L cB Brew aa 
om —B0tOGD ss. eee ee eee ten, 4 5} 46} 84) 10 1; 100} 2.16, >} ve 
G@0toT0........... 4]... 1 5 g} 12! 10 6} 42] 91 et 
Over 10... Jae Rises Were ea: Trove Gd Vs ee 4} .09 ms 
ash 
Totals... .... 62| 2,569] 1,188] 661] 118] 25 8) 4,631 ; 
| Percent.......... | 1.34) 55.47] 25.66| 14.27) 2.55 54 AT) « « - }100.00 Ress! 
The above table shows that 63.74 per cent. of the grooms ey 
were between 21 and 30 years of age at the time of mar- Py 


riage; and that 81.13 per cent. of the brides were between : 
—6+18 “and 30 years. Nearly 57 per cent. of the brides were Bip 
° S Baer 25 years of age. | 


Bf 
-and 4 were over 70 years. It is thus seen that 3.15 per ey Re 


‘years. Two grooms of 19, and one of 20 years, were mar-\7a8 


There were 100 erooms who were between 50. “and 60. 
years when they were married; 42 between 60 and 70 vere 


cent. of all the grooms were over 50 years of age when they 


were married, and 3.26 per cent. of the brides were over 40. Fh 
irs of age. et eat 
yer ite i iat 
Ns 


TABLE IV. NUMBER OF TIMES MARRIED. 


a x 


EES ES EE ee TS oo os " 
/ y % ¥ 
BRIDES. AMT ~ 


GROOMS. RRO ec 

First. | Second. | Third. | Totals. Sy O 

= | | | ——_ |->___| a 

MTSEL AMOETIAWE’., Gi.4, 5. \< asa ae) aaa Me 3,750 245 3 8,908 =" Le 
a 

Seoond marridge’ et ele area bis shel eeng 418 160 5 9 5938. 9 ee 
yeThitrd marriaze | i. 2,3 0 see tia. a ee 28 14 4 | 46. ee 
i ; aR 1D inl 

Fourth marriage. ...... iret (ede een eh els 2 Ai leet eae k * 
|| | 

OAS. Cio thelkicn Oe a ene nets tn eae 4,198 421 12 4,631 att 

. se 

ae 

The number of grooms who were married for the first time 
the past year was 3,998, making 86.33 per cent. of all the ~~ 
grooms. Of this number 245 married widows, and 8 mar- 
ried brides who had been twice widowed. There were 588 — 
grooms who were married for the second time. Of these ae 
418 married spinsters; 160 were united to widows, and 2 
’ 4 

+ by 


married brides who had been twice widowed. Of the 46- 
grooms who had been twice widowed, 28 married spinsters ; 
14 married widows, and 4 were united to brides who had = 
lost two husbands. Of the four remaining grooms, who were 
over 70 years of age, 2 married spinsters, and 2 married — 
widows. mae 


MarriaGEes oF Mrtnors. : ae 


There occur about the same number of marriages each year 
of which one or both parties are minors. During the past 
year there were 11 marriages of which both grooms and ~~ 
brides were under 21 and 18 years respectively. The num- — 
ber of minor grooms was 84. ‘Three of these, of the ages . 
of 17, 19, and 20, respectively, were married to brides of 15 3 


ried to brides of 16 years. : 

Of the 84 minor grooms, 4 were 18 years of age 5 26 te 
of 19 years, and 61 were 20 years old. Of the 62 minor ~ 
brides, 4 were 15 years of age; 13 were 16 years, and 45 
were 17 years of age. é 


s were ealared : 23 of which the grooms were bsloved | 
d the brides white ; and there was an instance of the mar- ve Soe 
riage of an Indian to a colored bride. meat 

_. The number of colored persons married was 252, exhibit- 


eo ng a ratio of one colored person married to each 24.21 of : Ti) 


the colored population. On the other hand, the ratio of the 
~ marriages of the whites to the white population was 42.39. a 
peor the grooms, 3,890 resided in Boston; 493 resided in 


_ other towns in the State, while 243 were residents of other 
States. 

Of the brides, 4,012 belonged to Boston; 429 resided in 
ther towns, and 190 belonged to other States. 

In 559 instances (over 12 per cent. of the whole number) | 
“the brides were older than the grooms. , BA gts 


‘ ; ee 
oR 

ec 
Morrauity oF 1882. a 

By ‘The number of deaths during the year was 9,015, a de- me " 
crease of 82 from the number “registered in the preceding i 
year. The female decedents exceeded the males by 27 only. 4 

- This exhibits a death-rate for the year of 23.23 deaths in ee 


. each 1,000 of the entire population, or 1 death to each 43.04 ig 


4 
as: of those living. The term death-rate is here used, not to 
i. indicate the sanitary condition of the city, but for the pur- ; =: 

pose of comparing the number of deaths at one time with = 
r those at another, and thus to show the extent of the gain or ue 
loss to the population. The reason why the death- rate, ae 
~ commonly so-called, does not accurately indicate the sanitary = 
_ condition of the city is given elsewhere. Nh 
The following table exhibits the death-rate in Boston in eS 
or of the last eleven census years, covering a period of = .. 
thirty years. These census years are given because the fe 

- population at each one is accurately stated ; and, from the ee 
slight variation in the mortality at the several points, there ha 
can be no reasonable doubt that the intervening periods, . mite 
where the population would have to be estimated, would 
xhibit a rate that would vary but little from the others: Pe 

x 


12 


Deaths ‘in Deaths in 
Years. 1,000. Years. 1,¢00 
1850 . F 2B REO 24.30 ISTO.) 5's), ae 0-10 RONG 24.30 
OPEN at's <b) bhieM 6735. ca her's . 25.40 1875 bess <5 ae 26.20 
1860... se . : 24.70 1880.. «s+. be ede tes 23.70 
1865 . apes aty 23.60 -——— (ee 
Average ..e.. . us 24.60 


So far as what are commonly spoken of as death-rates indi- 
cate anything concerning the public health, the above figures 
plainly show that the sanitary condition of the city is sub- 
stantially what it was thirty or more years ago. The ma- 
chinery for the care and cleansing of the highways and streets 
has always been adequate, and faithfully used ; and there can 
be adduced no sensible reason for anticipating that future 
death-rates, so called, will present average results any more 
favorable than the above. 
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5 Tt ail nie seen by the bers ay ara 
: nee were under 20° years of age, making 1 
_ per cent. of all who died in Boston during the pa 
the whole number contained in the table, those of nativ 
including half of those of unknown parentage, make 36 
cent. of the whole number. Those of Trish birth (includ +; 
their children) make 31.45 per cent. There was an increase 
of 2.83 per cent. of the native-born decedents, and'a decrease ~~ 
of 3.22 per cent. of those of Irish birth. The number of doe : 
cedents under 1 year (of which there were 226 who died vas 
on the day of their birth, an increase of 55) was 2 014, ig 
making 50.71 per cent. of all who died under 20 years, and ig 
22.34 per cent. of the total number who died. This is a de s 
crease of nearly 1 per cent. of the decedents under 1 bhi = 
compared with the preceding year. The decedents over 1 
and under 5 years make 12.85 per cent. of all who died ; 13 Be 
and those over 5 and under 20, only 8.82 per contt oni Lees 
By In each period of life shown in the table, except the two 

pe periods between 10 and 15, and 15 and 20, the male exceed ee 

“sy the female decedents. Of those who died on the day of their 
_ birth, the males exceed the females by 44, and in the nex’ 
two periods by 128. In the two succeeding ones themale: 
exceed the females by 61, while in the last two the femal 
outnumber the males by 22. 
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the. desadonies were Biiedies 20) years oe age. 
s Be ba ctlents over 60 years of age, making nearly 
of all who died. In the first three “periods, 
-decedents outnumber the males in each by 96, 52, and 
Bee eacccaiy In that between 50 and 60, the sinles? ora 
ceed the females by 18, and in that between 60 and. 70 by y 
- 75, — the only two periods i in which the males outnumber t eg % 
females. In each of the remaining four periods the females 
exceed the males, — in the first by 35; in the succeed a. 
one by 126; in the third by 14, and in the last by 4... ae 
Of all the decedents above 20) years of age those of native 
_ birth make 44.33 per cent. ; those of Irish birth 39 percent.; | 
and those who were born in the British Provinces 6.83 per 
cent. —the three classes making over 90 per cent. of the 
- whole number. ‘Sonus 
st The following table exhibits the number of deaths in cach pee 
aa 5 month, classified according to the sex and age of the dece iy 
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There were 2,498 deaths in the months of July, August, 
and September, making 27.72 per cent. of the whole mor- 
tality of the year. 12.82 per cent. of the decedents under5 
years of age died during the same months. 


TABLE VUI. DEATHS IN WARDS AND PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. 


so 138 ietiatl visi 
. a 2} 43 8 . qo 2 eS rr} 
m g | SS! asl! 2 es asians DEATHS IN PUBLIC INSTI- if | 
2 |/s| 88) 8ei|2] 6 | 88] se TUTIONS. a 2 
4 s ROA] HA <j 3 Peyan) Panel s he 
o ic) o oO >) 
Bola lee tee oR Se be |e A | & 
1 | 349] 4.58 | 4.00 |} 14 411 §.39| £6.00/;) City Hospital’. <:se. ne 482 |) 
2 | 827) 4.29 | 4.00 |} 15 | 300 3.94] 5.00]; Mass. Gen. Hospital ...]| 181 | 
3 | 251) 3.29 | 3.00 || 16 | 367 4.81] 4.00/} Carney Hospital ..... 94 | 
4 | 217| 2.85 | 3.00 || 17 283 3.71} 4.00|| Homeopathic Hospital. . 16 ‘ 
15.45 
5 | 244) 3.20 | 3.00 || 18 188 2.47; 4.00}; Lunatic Asylum ..... 25 
6 | 422) 5.54] 4.00 || 19 | 434 5.69| 5.00}| Consumptives’ Home. . . 69 
7 | 282) 3.70 | 8.50 || 20 | 382 5.00} 5.00}| Deer and Rainsford Islands) 166 | 
a 
8 | 319] 4.19| 3.50}| 21] 231] 3.03! 4.00|} Other Institutions ....| 360 |J 
9 | 252] 3.31 | 3.00 || 22 285 3.74} 4,00 
10 | 147| 1.93 | 3.00 |] 23 | 240 3.15} 4.00 
11 | 263] 3.45 | 4.00 || 24 | 304] 38.99]. 5.00 
12 | 356] 4.68 | 4.00 |} 25 126 1.65} 2.00 7 
g5 27-642) 6.42 16.00 11554) ee tea ees 
7,622 | 100.00} 100.00 Total number... xs) sn). ago Uaelietaots! 


The above table shows that the percentage of deaths in 
Wards 6, 7, 8, 9, 12, 18, 16, and 19, was in each ward 
greater than the percentage of the population in the same 
places. There was an increase of 143 deaths in the various 
public institutions over the number that occurred in them in 
the preceding year. 
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The mortality from this class of ihaeeaes taken 22. 50 per. ‘ 
cent. of the whole mortality, which is about 2 per cent. — 
less than that of the preceding year. The ratio of deaths — 
from preventable diseases to the entire mortality in each oN a 
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the last ten years is shown in the following : — " 


% fl 
oar Per cent. | Year.|| Per cent. Year.| Per cent. |} Year.!| Per cent. | Vear. Per cent. 


1873. 27 Bly |k8i5.% 31.79 1877 . 26.47 1879. 24.76 1881. 24.50 


1874. | 23.54 1876. || 29.45 ||1878.| 25.36 |]1880.|| 25.33 ||1882.| 92.50 
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With the exception of the years 1875 and 1876, when — 
small-pox and scarlatina were epidemic, the mortality from. 
this class of diseases does not vary much from year to year. 
The yearly average of deaths from these causes was 26.15 per 
cent. 

There were 579 deaths from diphtheria and croup, a de- 
crease of 207 from the number recorded in 1881, which make ~ 
6.42. per cent. of the deaths from all causes. There were 82. — 
deaths from these diseases in the two East Boston wards,— 
50 less than occurred there in the preceding year. There was 
the same decrease in South Boston, the number of deaths i in Bis 
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1882 being 100. ae 
The number of deaths from cholera infantum, cholera- mor-— B 
bus, diarrhea, and dysentery, was 815, —an increase of 31. 


The mortality from these maladies make 9 per cent. of all 
the deaths, or 45.53 per cent. of all the diseases exhibited in 
the table. Compared with the preceding year, there was an ~ 
increase, of deaths from these causes of more than 5 per cent. 

No less than 18.40 per cent. of the mortality from these dis- 
eases occurred in the three South Boston wards. 

Typhoid Fever. — There were 212 deaths from this Rasaae 
— the exact number that occurred in the preceding year, —~_ 
39 of which took place in South Boston, 16 in Ward 19, and ~~ 
12 in Ward 6. There were but 5 in East Boston, 7 in 
Charlestown, 2 in West Roxbury, 7 in Dorchester, and 1 in —_ 
Brighton. “ 

Scarlatina.—The number of deaths from this disease was. 

69 (an increase of 89), none of which occurred in Wards 8, 
OF A0.: 125 2Lsand 25. 

W. hooping-cough. — There were 76 deaths from this cause 

(an increase of 20), 22 of which occurred in South Boston. 


E ht 
e8 | Bok cent. esubed 3 in Kast Boston: 9.22 per cent. 
Sharlestown; and 17.93 per cent. in South: Boston. 
There were only 16 deaths from all these causesin Ward 10. 
- Of the colored decedents, 45 died from these causes, mak- Wes 
i 1g 20.55 per cent. of those who died from all causes, — Be 
maller proportion than is shown among the whites. ei 
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the. above table shows that 36.17 per cent. of the deaths 
e rom the causes exhibited therein were of native-born per- 
sons, and 31 per cent. of those of Irish birth, — being an in- 


Re ease of nearly 2 per cent. of the former, and nearly 5 per 
cent. ot the latter. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL DISEASES. = 


Cancer. — There were 269 deaths from this cause, — ‘eas a8 
increase of 27 over the number of the preceding year, me: 


cor) 


| and making 2.98 per cent. of the whole mortality. The fo~.9, 
ee male decedents exceed the males by 127. The ages of those _ % 
who died from cancer, and the location of the disease in all 
‘but thirteen instances, are shown in the following table: — 
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TABLE X. DEATHS FROM CANCER, LOCALITIES OF THE ‘DISEASE, “SEX” 
AND AGES OF THE DECEDENTS. Va + 
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Of all the males that died, 1 in 63.30, and of the females 


1 in 22.82, died of cancer. In 58 instances the disease affected 
the uterus ; in 44 the stomach ; in 28 the breast; andin 89 the — 


liver, making 62.82 per cent. of the whole number. 
Consumption. — The number of deaths from this cause in. 
1882 was 1,560, making 17.30 per cent. of the entire mor- 


tality. Of all the male decedents, 1 in 6.58, and of the fe- ? 
males, 1 in 5.16, died of consumption. 


The ratio of deaths from consumption to the mortality 
from all causes, according to the seer of the decedents, 
is shown in the following table : 


PNY Ctra lite tise 0, toi ne hp ete tou ew ole 1 in 5.33 Germiad 45 hs oe sie s ey SRE, O01, 
PAST ews taeda tiene “ws et ever ts iota iie 1 in 5.32 Etalian \e7 ie). usiex%ot eet 6 plea 6’ 80 
AASB hs oa. 080 1's.) 0 yreit tens eho. ie 1 in 6.46 Portugese... 2 2. can emeneee > »Lin 9.57 
BCG eis ese eons os - - -1in 3.96 Other foreign places. .... . .1in 11.61 
Bris PROVINCES oi 2 ars ve 1 in 5.84 


A larger proportion of Scotch died of consumption than of us 
any other race, and a smaller proportion of those of other - 


foreign birth. 

The percentages of deaths from consumption during va- 
rious periods of life, according to sex, are shown in the 
following : — 

a 
Under 5. | 5 to 15. {15 to 20./20 to 30./30 to 40.|40 to 50./50 to 60.) 60 to 70. 


aibat eT cok ky 5.27 | 2.05 | 6.73 | 28.55 | 22.84 | 1625 | 8.35 9.90 
Females... . 3.42 | 3.42 | 7.98 | 33.41 | 2258 | 12.88 | 7.53 8.78 
+ é 
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‘those who died Bede. 5 years of age, the males ex- 
the females. Of those over 5 years and under 30, 
‘the females outnumber the males. In each of the periods ‘f 
between 30 and 70, the males again outnumber the females. | ine 
~ Hydrocephalus, tabes mesenterica, marasmus, and scrof- 
we — The number of deaths from these causes was 473 | 
a6 decrease of 16), making 5.55 per cent. of all the deaths. oe 


am Loca DisEasks. ; 
ee _ The principal diseases belonging to this class are those of 
'‘s the brain and nervous system, the respiratory, circulatory, 
_ digestive, and urinary organs. The number of deaths from 3 
all causes thus desienated was 3,461, making 38.39 per ea 
cent. of the whole mortality. 0 
The mortality from diseases of the brain (comprising those e 
‘ Bipscied as inflammation and congestion of brain and menin- 
_ gitis) make 8.75 per cent. of the whole number of deaths. 
‘The deaths from diseases of the heart, and other affections 
E. the circulatory system, was 526 (an increase of 78), 
_ making 5.83 per cent. of the whole mortality. 
; ‘There were 1,270 deaths from diseases of the respiratory 
organs (a decrease of 26), making over 14 per cent. of the 
_whole mortality. There were 526 deaths from pneumonia, 
‘ 3g and 396 from bronchitis. 
- The number of deaths from diseases of the digestive sys- 
tem was 440, making 4.88 per cent. of all the deaths. 
‘There were 319 deaths from urinary troubles, comprising 
_ 179 deaths from Lright’s disease. 
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ae DEVELOPMENTAL DISEASES. 


The number of deaths thus designated was 829 (of which 

238 were of old age), making 9.20 per cent. of all the deaths. 

_ Of those who died of old age, 76 were females and 162 males, 
_ — the latter outnumbering the former by more than two to 
me ONC. 
_—s Malformations. —There were 37 deaths reported from 

causes of this character (22 males and 15 females), a de- 
_ crease of 12. Of these, 26 were cases of cyanosis; 3 of ee 
spina bifida; and 8 of various other malformations. aM 
= —~Premature Birth. — The number of instances of this kind a 
was 161 (80 males and 81 females), an increase of 52 over 

_ the number registered in the preceding year. A large ma- 
jority of these children died on the day of their birth, many 
% pot them living but a few minutes. 


Puerperal Diseases. — There were 104 deaths from child- 
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The deaths from causes beloneice to this. Bie, ett Us: 
accidents, suicides, homicides, sunstrokes, lightning, expos- Vie 
ures, and privation, which make 4.94 per cent. of the deaths 
from all causes. There were 349 from accidental causes, 
making 3.87 per cent. of the entire mortality. Rae eS. 

The - following table exhibits the various modes of cam 
from accidents : . 
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e more than occurred in the Bhi year. 

Yuccides. — There were 15 deaths thus reported, — an in- 
crease of 9 over the number of the preceding year. The — 
fhedes of death were: From shooting, 14 (13 males and 1 
fer male) ; from cutting throat, 5 (4 males, 1 female) ; from 
eetrne, 9 (6 males, 3 females) ; one man jumped from a 
Ww ndow ; two inhaled coal-gas ; ; and 10 males and 3 females 
ac co mplished death from various poisons. | 

Unknown Causes. —There were 20 deaths reported from 
ul nknown causes, —an increase of four. 
2 - The following table exhibits the deaths in each month, 
with, the classes to which they belong, together with the sex 
of the decedents : — 
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- GENERAL REMARKS. 


The impression that many have concerning what is termed 
the death-rate is a very indefinite one. While one urges 
that 25 deaths in a thousand is not excessive, another asserts 
that anything above 14 in a thousand is, while neither can 
assign an intelligible reason why the one is right, and the 
other wrong. Both alike seem unconscious that, whatever 
the death-rate may be, it is an arbitrary one, constructed ac- 
cording to the individual fancy of the builder, and possessing 
no other weight than that acquired by comparison with other 
death-rates. That the death-rate, so called, is not the proper 
gauge by which to determine the condition of the public 


health of a city or town, a single illustration will show. A - 


city where the deaths are in the ratio of 25 in 1,000 
may be in a more satisfactory condition than one where the 
rate was only 20 in 1,000. ‘Take, for example, two 
towns of the same size, say of 22,800 inhabitants. 530 
deaths in either of those places would show a death-rate, 
as commonly understood, of 23.23 in a 1,000, — almost 
precisely that of Boston the past year. Suppose, further, 
that in one town there were 530 deaths, and in the other 
600. If, in the first, there were 233 decedents under 20 
years of age, that number would make 43.96 per cent. 
of all the deaths, — precisely the same ratio that is seen 
in the mortality bill of Boston the past year. The remainder 
of the decedents, 297 in number, would make 56.04 per 


cent. of those who had lived more than twenty years. Inthe | 
second place, where there were 600 deaths, suppose 200 only ~ 


of the number were under 20 years, and 400 above that age: 
as in this case 33.33 per cent. of the decedents were under 20 
years, while 66.66 per cent. were over that age, it is evi- 
dent that the town where the most deaths occurred indicated 
a more favorable sanitary state than the other, inasmuch as 
the duration of life there is longer. 


AVERAGE AGE OF DECEDENTS. 


The average age of the male decedents in Boston the past 
year was 27 years 3 months and 18 days, and that of the 
females 30 years 3 months and 24 days. Although this is a 
fair showing, it is true that the ages, as given, of a large por- 
tion of the adult population are of great uncertainty. The 
following table exhibits the average ages of the decedents of 
the various races which compose the inhabitants of Boston : — 


_ —— 
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MALES. |FEMALES. MALES. |FEMALES. 
Nativity. ESE ea) MRCS ee Nativity. creat AE iden Se NM 
Average | Average Average | Average - 
Age. Age. Age. Age. 
United States... ..| 80 518 | 32 720 || Germany....... 23, 3 25) 19.13 11 
» Sreland....... ./| 3010 26/35 6 6/|/Italy......... Nhe 6220 i| Oo AOE 
England..... ..| 2 8 6/20 0 7|| Portugal .......| 41013] 1110 00 
14 
a” Scotland St) toe CRS 21 2 7 | 28 7 28 || Other foreign places. .}| 21 621 {21 5 28 
Brimea America... . «14 38 29 | 21 9181] Unknown....... 7 419 | 410 °5 


‘¢ The low average of the decedents of Portuguese, Italian, 
and British American birth is accounted for by the large 
number of children of those races that died. 

The average age of the colored male decedents was 20 
years and 6 months, and of the colored females 20 years 5 


- months and 22 days. 


; | iy POPULATION OF Boston. 


- There is always a tendency in large cities and towns to 

overestimate the numerical extent of their populations. In 

1875 it was published in the papers that the population of. 
Boston in that year was 375,000. In 1880 the United States 

census gave the population in that year as 362,535, or 12,465 

less than it was shown to be five years previously. A 

similar crude estimate is now made to the effect, that the 

present population is 410,000. This requires an addition of 
47,465 to the population in two years, or an annual increase 

of 6.50 per cent. 

3 During the ten years beginning with 1850, there was an 

aggregate addition to the population of the towns now com- 

posing the city of Boston of 64,710, being an average annual 

Increase of 3.54 per cent. During the next decennial period, 

comprising the period of the war, the average annual increase 

was 1.44 per cent. In the following period, between 1870 

and 1880, the average annual increase was only 2.39 per 

cent. Admitting that the increase during the last two years 

was 7 per cent. (a large estimate compared with -all past ex- 


i perience), the present population would be about 888,000. 


PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF DEATH. 


The following table will exhibit the ratio of mortality from 

several of the principal diseases to the whole mortality during 

each of the last thirty years, with the exception of the years 
1860 and 1861. 
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It will be seen that the mortality from typhoid fever has 
not been large in any one year. In 1851 the deaths from 
this cause made 4.41 per cent. of the whole mortality of that 
year, — the largest ratio that has occurred in any one year. 
With that exception, there has been a striking uniformity in 
the deaths from that cause during the whole period. | 

Prior to i859 there were no deaths reported from diph- 
theria, and there were but few in the succeeding thirteen 
years. In 1875, however, there was a sudden increase, 
which amounted to 4.67 per cent. of the entire mortality of 
that year. In 1876 the deaths made 7.61 per cent., and in 
1882, 5.16 per cent. : 

Deaths from Bright's disease were first reported in 1869. 
Prior to that year the mortality from diseases of that class 
was indicated by the general term of diseases of the kidneys. 

The mortality from diarrheal disorders has always been 
large, especially during the summer months. The ratio has 
rarely been below 7 per cent. of the whole mortality, and it 
has been as high as 13.82 per cent. As the deaths from 
these causes depend as much upon the heat of summer as 
upon local causes, there is no ground for supposing that the 
mortality in the future will be any less than it has been 
in the past. 

The mortality from pneumonia (including congestion of 
the lungs) has been uniformly large. ‘The diseases of the 
respiratory organs caused 13.48 per cent. of the deaths during 
last year, —a larger percentage than has occurred in any 
previous year. 


INFANTILE Morratity. 


The most interesting, as well as the most important, fact 
connected with mortuary statistics is that relating to the death 
of children. For the thirty-two years beginning with 1818, 
according to the reports published during that period, the 
annual average of deaths of children under one year of age 
made only 11.23 per cent. of the entire mortality. Of those 
under five years of age, during the same time, the average 
was 32.53 per cent., which was nearly three per cent. less 
than that of the same class in 1882. 

During the succeeding thirty-two years, ending with 1882, 
the annual average of deaths of children under one year was 
24.16 per cent., which was more than double of that of the 
preceding thirty-two years. At the same time the annual 
average mortality of children under five years made 42.51 
per cent. of the whole during that period, which was 10 per 
cent. larger than the average of the same class in the preced- 
ing thirty-two years. : 


ROME ht MSC Mh Lie. oe Rie eA 
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ee Ati a Bot difficult to eeount: in some measure, for the great 
# Paifference i in the infantile mortality of the two periods named. 
_ In 1818 the population was almost wholly native-born, and 


of the inhabitants had not very materially changed, and 
~ amounted to only. 136,800, showing an annual average in- 
- erease of\less than one per cent. During almost the whole 
of that period — certainly during the first half of it —there 
was an absence of the conditions commonly incident to an over- 
 erowded community. On the other hand, since that time 
_ the northern and certain other portions of the city have re- 
ceived large accessions from foreign sources, with entirely 
different characteristics and surroundings, which has been fol- 
lowed by an increased mortality. The general result has 
been that which is always attendant upon crowded tenements, 
viz., an increased liability to disease. The various subse- 
quent annexations of adjoining towns to the city proper did 
not add anything to the proportionate increase of the infan- 
tile mortality, as the general conditions were independent of 
those events. It is evident, therefore, from the foregoing 
statistics, that there has been no eso of the infantile 
‘mortality during the last thirty-two years. 


Of all the male decedents above 20 years of age, 68.32 
per cent. were or had been married at the time of death. Of 
the female decedents, 77.49 per cent. sustained that relation. 
___ Of all who died, of both sexes and all ages, 40.96 per cent. 
had been married. 

_ The following table shows the proportion of deaths of mar- 
ried persons to the mortality, according to their several na- 
tivities. The decedents of Italian, Portugese, and other 
foreign origin, are omitted, as the number of these is incon- 
siderable. 


amounted to only 41,288. At the end of 1849 the character — 
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MALES, FEMALES. 
2 Z 
ivi 3 3 3 5 3 43 
Nativity. s 3 BS a = 3 Ps 8 
3 BiGa tre A g BE & }ee a 
S iS S) a ra 
= P| = a = ‘si e- a 
United States .....| 1,143 587 | 134] 63.08 || 1,106 481| 308] 71.34 
TANS «5 we: eee 856 559 | 113 | 78.50 || 1,116 523 | 415 | 84.05 
Wogiand free casa 90 54| 15 | 76.67 63 36} 18| 85.71 
Scotland. ..... co 29 22 1| 79.31 21 6| 10] 76.19 
British America... .{ 116 55 6 | 52.58 229 132 | 36| 173.36 
Germany ....... 110 69 | 10 | 71.82 64 39} 18] 989.06 


POLIS ie Satie; de na ysista vie 2,344 1,346 | 279 2,599 1,217 805 


It will be seen by the above table that of the male dece- 
dents over 20 years of age, of the nativities therein given, 
no less than 69.32 per cent. had been married; of the fe- 
males, 77.80 per cent. sustained the same relation. Of the 


former, those of Scotch, Irish, English, and German birth, 


exhibit the greater proportion, in the order in which they are 
named. The decedents of native and British American birth 
show the smallest percentage. 

Of the female decedents, it will be seen that those of Ger- 
man birth exhibit no less than 89 per cent. of married dece- 
dents above 20 years of age, followed by those of English 
nativity (85.71 per cent.), and of Irish with a record of 84 
per cent. 

The foregoing facts are of general importance, and should 


rom) 


not be lost sight of in any consideration of the social and ma- 


terial conditions of the population of the city. 
Respectfully submitted, 
N. A. APOLLONIO, 
City Registrar. 


City ReGisTraR’s Orrice, Boston, May 14, 1882. 
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To the Honorable City Council : — 


“The City Registrar shall annually, in February, report to 
the City Council a statement of the number of births, of notices 
of intentions of marriage, of marriages solemnized, and of 
deaths recorded, during the previous year; with such other 
information and suggestions in relation to said matters as 
he may deem useful.” — Ordinance. 

In accordance with the requirements of the above quoted 
ordinance, the undersigned respectfully submits the following 
statement concerning the births, marriages, and deaths in the 
city of Boston, during the year 1883, together with such 
observations as seem to be worthy of consideration. 


Birrus In 1883. 


The number of children born and registered in Boston in 
the year 1883 was 11,302, an increase of 316 (2.87 per 
cent.) over the number recorded in the preceding year. 
Although this is a fair increase, corresponding very nearly to 
the average annual growth of the population, it is a curious 
fact that the number of births in Boston during the year 1883 
was 458 less than occurred in 1874. Estimating the popula- 
tion of the city in 1883 at 400,667, the births the past year 
will appear as 1 in each 35.45 of the whole community. If 
the number of still-births (509) be included, as they should 
be when considering the growth of a population by natural 
increase, the ratio will be 1 in 34.77. In 1874, the ratio was 


<) 
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1 in 30. The following table, exhibiting the birth-rate in 
each of the last eight census years, makes apparent the great 
change that has occurred in this subject during the last thirty 


or forty years :— 


1850. 1855. 1860. 1865. 1870. 1875. 1880. 1883. 


1 in 26.20 | 1 in 27.46 | lin 30.17 | 1 in 36.12 | 1 in 30.81 | 1 in 30.78 | 1 in 34,89 | 1in 35.45 


—_— | ————_ | 


It will be difficult to account for the wide difference be- 
tween the birth-rate of 1850 and that of 1883. That the 
birth-rate should have begun to diminish at the commence- 
ment of the civil war, and to exhibit a like tendency for a 
few subsequent years, while the social derangements incident 
‘to the war continued to exist, was what might naturally be 
expected; but it is not easy to assign a satisfactory reason 
for the present diminished birth-rate. Dr. Nathan Allen, of 
Lowell, who has long observed this downward tendency in 
our social system, and has written much, wisely and well, on 
the subject, attributes the cause to physical degeneracy. 
“The men,” he says, “are not so strong and vigorous as their 
grandfathers and ancestors, and the women have deteriorated 
physically in a surprising degree.” This view may be par- 
tially correct, and it harmonizes with the well-known char- 
itable instincts of Dr. Allen, who would not judge hastily ; 
but it is not clear that other causes, not so creditable, do not 
lie at the bottom of the evil, for an evil it is. 

The number of children born in each month is given in the 


following table : — 


H . . K 
§ § 8 : 
~ * ~ . be e 
z g 5 ee 8 .| 8 E .| 8 
o |) 8l4i§ (41 ei § | 2] a1) oe 
»” oS i) O 4°] oO a) 3 ro) a 3 ® 
rd | fu a a Be 63 a a = A st 
Jan 473| 443) | April 420} 406/|July ..} 522) 480//Oct 529) 468 
Feb. ..| 443) 465)|May ..] 457) 388);Aug. ..| 517) 460|/|Nov. ..] 5385) 448 
March. .| 480} 472|/|June ..| 510} 449//Sept. ..| 483] 475);Dec. ..j| 503) 476 
| 1,567} 1,392 


Totals . | 1,896] 1,380 1,387 1,243 1,522/1,415 


The largest number of births, in any one month, 1,002, was 
in July, and the fewest, 826, in April. The daily average of 
births in July was 32.32; the average in April, 27.53. 
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The following table exhibits the number of births in each 
ward, and the excess of births over the deaths in the several 
localities. There were 542 births in the several infant 
asylums, and other institutions, which are credited to the 
wards in which those houses are located. ‘The larger part of 
these births occurred in institutions in Ward 8, as will be 
seen by the excess of births over the deaths in that locality : — 


x be Me 
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tet 5 LJ SI 5 ° qu 5 ° 
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2) e142 888i 213) 4 |853i| 2 Z 4 | $53 
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1 | 457] 333 | 124 10} 100] 158 19 679 471 208 
2 | 461| 418| 43 11| 276] 224] 52 20 557 365 192 
3 | 320| 234/ 86 12] 339! 366 21 303 256 AT 
4 | 359| 201| 68 13} 851] 705 | 146 22 502 267 235 
5 | 257 | 288 14| 642] 493] 149 23 567 248 319 
6 | 755 | 553] 202 15 | 588} 410] 128 24 565 280 285 
7 | 608 | 411] 97 16| 446] 319 | 127 25 228 143 85 
8 | 776] 327| 449 17} 286| 269] 17 || Insts .|....| 1,448 
; aaa Nao iio aA ce 


301 294 7 18 230 | 175 55 Totals, | 11,302 9,747 1,555 


It will be seen by the above that in the two East Boston 
wards there were 167 more births than deaths; in Wards 
3, 4, and 5 (Charlestown) the excess was 123. In Wards 
6 and 7, composed almost wholly of a foreign-born popula- 
tion, the births exceeded the deaths by 299. On the other 
hand, in Wards 9, 10, and 11 the excess was only 59. In 
Ward 10 there were 58 more deaths than births; a similar 
result has distinguished that locality for several years past. 
Wards 5 and 12 are the only two wards, containing a largely 
foreign population, in which the deaths exceed the births in 
each respectively. In Wards 138, 14, and 15 (South Boston) 
there were 423 more births than deaths. In Wards 17, 18, 
and 21, which contain a large native population, the excess 
of births over the deaths amounted to only 119. In Ward 
24 (Dorchester), however, with a large population similar 
to that of the three last-named wards, there were 285 more 
births than deaths. In Wards 19, 20, and 22, with a large 
foreign population, the births exceeded the deaths by 635. 
Ward 23 (West Roxbury) presents, as usual, a good 
record, the births there exceeding the deaths by 319. 

By the last census, Wards 9, 10, 11, 17, 18, 21, 23, and 
24, composed very largely of a native population, contained 


4 Ciry Document No. 68. 


31.34 per cent. of the entire population of the city. The 
births in these wards, however, made only 23.25 per-cent of 
all the births. In contrast to this, in Wards 6, 7, 12, 13, 
16, 19, and 20, which contain a very large foreign popula- 
tion, the births make 36.58 per cent. of all the births, al- 
though the population of those wards make only 32.59 per 
cent. of that of the whole city. 
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. The foregoing table exhibits very clearly the mongrel 
character of the present population of Boston. When it is’ 
understood how large a proportion of the native element, as 
shown in the foregoing table, is only one degree removed 
from alienism, and who possess, naturally, their several race 
characteristics and tendencies, it is to be feared that the most 
sanguine of optimists will be sorely tempted to become the 
most despairing of pessimists. 

It will be seen that the number of children born whose 
fathers were native-born, including half of those recorded as 
“unknown,” was 4,632, making only 40.98 per cent. of all 
the fathers. The native-born mothers (including half of the 
“unknown”) number 4,483, making 39.67 per cent. of all 
the mothers. The total number of children whose parents 
were both native-born was 3,319, making only 29.37 per 
cent. of the entire number. 

The number of Irish-born fathers was 3,127, making 27.66 
per cent. of the whole number of fathers, and nearly 47 per 
cent. of all those of foreign birth. The number of Irish 
mothers was 3,231, making 28.58 per cent. of all the 
mothers. Both the parents of each of 2,378 children were 
born in Ireland, making a little over 21 per cent. of the 
entire number. 

There were 90 children born whose fathers were natives of 
Russia, and 64 whose fathers were born in Poland. 

The foregoing table shows that there was an increase of 82 
births of children of British American parentage; 43 of 
Swedish; 42 of Russian; 7 of Norwegian; 6 of German; 
4 of French; 1 of Polish; 140 of Irish; and 78 of Ameri- 
ean parents. On the other hand, there was a decrease of 28 
births of children of Scotch parentage; 20 of Portuguese ; 
19 of Italian; 13 of Danish; 7 of Austrian; and 4 of Eng- 
lish. 


COLORED BIRTHs. 


There is scarcely anything connected with vital statistics 
that is more interesting than that which relates to the colored 
race. The statistics of each year show that the deaths among 
the colored population considerably exceed their births; at 
the same time their birth-rate is higher than that of the 
whites, and the proportion of them that marry is also greater. 
Public attention has recently been directed to this subject, 
and considerable discussion has taken place. While there is 
a wide difference of opinion on the subject, there can be no 
question that, so far as the limited field furnished by this city 
affords the means of judging, were accessions from without 
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from our community. There does not appear to be any diffi- 
culty in understanding why this result would ensue. It is 
not too much to say that the colored race is constitutionally 
— unsuited to other than southern latitudes. They are naturally 
susceptible to the adverse influence of a climate characterized 
by frequent and extreme changes, and which they are unable 
to resist. If proof of this were needed, it is seen in the fact 
that in southern latitudes, the race increases with great 
rapidity, and their duration of life is longer. In short, it 
would not be too much to say, that were all opposing 
obstacles, of every kind, and in every direction, to the 
entire liberty of the colored race removed, and they were 
allowed to seek and occupy any position they were qualified 
to fill, they would instinctively and inevitably gravitate to 
southern and congenial latitudes as halite as water seeks 
its level. 

The number of colored children born was 227, —127 males 
and 100 females, — an increase of 41 over the iia regis- 
tered in the preceding year. It will be seen from the fore- 
going statement that there was one colored child born in 
each 26.43 of the colored population. Including the colored 
still-births (16), the ratio will be 1 in 24.69. When it is re- 
membered that among the whites the ratio of births to the 
white population was "1 in 34.17, the prolific quality of the 
colored race will be obvious. 


Twin BirtTHs. 


The number of plural births in Boston, during the past 
year (including two instances of triple births), was 87, an in- 
crease of four over the number registered in the preceding year. 
The ratio of plural to single births was 1 in 128.90. In 
the cases where both parents were American, the ratio to 
single births was ] in 138.22. In those where both parents 
were Irish, the ratio was 1 in 108. In 20 instances, both 
children were males; in 29 both were females; and in 36 the 
sexes were equally divided. In one case of the triplets, two 
were males, and in the other two were females. 

In 28 instances (making 26.44 per cent. of all the plural 
births), both parents were natives; in 22 cases (making 
25.29 per cent. of the whole number), both parents were 
born in Ireland. No less than 67.82 per cent. of the fathers, 
and 59.77 per cent. of the mothers, were of foreign birth. 


STILL—BIRTHS. 


The number of still-born children recorded was 509, — 300 
males, and 209 females, —a decrease of eleven from the 
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number reported in the preceding year. In 202 instances 
the mothers were native-born; in 143 the mothers were 
born in Ireland; in 67 the mothers were natives of the Brit- 
ish American provinces; in 24 they were born in England ; 
in 21 in Germany and Northern Europe. Six of the children 
- were of Scotch mothers ; 4 of Italian ; 2 of Portuguese ; 9 of 
other foreign birth; and 31 were unknown. ‘The mothers of 
sixteen of these children were colored. 

The ratio of still-born children to those born alive was 1 in 
92.20. The difference in the ratio of still-born children to 
those born alive, according to race, was very marked. Among 
the whites the ratio was 1 in 22.46; among the colored, 1 in 
14.19. 

The daily average of living births was 30.96. In the pre- 
ceding year the average was 30.10. 


MARRIAGES IN 18838. 


There were 4,702 marriages registered during the past 
year, an increase of 71 over the number recorded in the pre- 
ceding year. This statement shows that there was one person 
married to each 42.66 of the whole population. In 1882 the: 
proportion was 1 in 41.89. 

There were issued during the year 4,880 marriage licenses,. 
all of which, except 178, have been returned and duly regis- 
tered. Of these last, doubtless, a considerable number have 
not been used; while a greater part of the remainder, in the 
hands of dilatory clergymen, will eventually find their way. 
to the recording officer. 

The following table shows the number of marriage licenses 
issued, and the number of marriages recorded in each 
month : — 


2 i/ai¢i 2 [alall € |alall & |als 

E e}| #i| ¥ S| Pil & 8| | & 8 | ® 

meee raiog | era S 1 sTEl' oe | 81 £ 

2 a| ¢ oe) a|s a} e/¢ | a/s¢ 
Jan... .| 408) 394/| April. .| 396) 420/| July 318} 823)| Oct. ..| 574) 548 
Feb. ..| 267) 298)| May ..| 390) 3846/| August. | 347) 310|| Nov. ..| 546) 566 
March .| 821) 255|| June..| 481] 446)| Sept.. .| 452) 434!) Dec. . .| 480) 362 
Totals. | 996] 947 1,217) 1,212 1,117} 1,067 1,550) 1,476 


It will be seen by the foregoing table that the largest 
number of marriages in any one month occurred, as usual, in 
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November, and the next largest in October. During the 
last quarter there were 1,476 marriages, making 31.39 per 
cent. of all the marriages. In the first quarter there were 
only 947 marriages, making 20.14 per cent. of the entire 


number. s 


TABLE II. MARRIAGES IN 1883, 


BIRTHPLACES OF BRIDES. 


q 
BIRTHPLACES OF 2 wih Elies i. ; & ’ 
aos Ge ae | clon 
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England and Wales. . 28 20 227) AT 19 7s 43 3 2 186 3.96 
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British America ...| 66] 49/ 42/17/ 35| 2/| 305] 2| 4| 522] 11.10 
AF ETMAAILY| 5 Melia *iel ener 41 10 14 2 12 1 19 /214 bs 316 6.72 
Other foreign places . 25 8 AO tee B Sr incws 15:]° "TV Sse d 3.55 
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The number of marriages in which both parties were 
native-orn was 2,076, making 44.15 per cent. of the whole 
number. The number of American grooms was 2,651, and 
of native-born brides, 2,567, making 56.38 per cent., and 
54.59 per cent., respectively, of all the grooms and brides. 
The number of marriages, it will be seen, of which one or 
both parties were foreign-born, was 2,626, making 55.85 per 
cent. of the entire number. The Irish grooms made 38.61 
per cent. of the foreign-born grooms, and the Irish brides 
88.73 per cent. of the foreign-born brides. 
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TABLE III. AGES OF THE PARTIES MARRIED. 


AGES OF THE BRIDES. 


AGES OF GROOMS. cs a 3 3 3 é 3 z 
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Totals.........-..| 812,654 |1,156| 610| 164] 231 5 | 4,702 

Percent... ....... | 1.72 |56.44 | 24.61 |12.97 | 3.49] .66| .11].. .| 100.00 


The above table shows that over 31 per cent. of the 
grooms were under 25 years of age at the time of marriage 
(over 2 per cent. of these being under 21 years of age) ; 
34.34 per cent. were between 25 and 30; 24.54 per cent. 
between 30 and 40; and 10 per cent. above the latter age. 

More than half of the brides (58 per cent.) were under 
25 years of age, and over 81 per cent. were between 18 
and 30 years. 

Fifty-two of the grooms were between 60 and 70, and 10 
others were over 70 years of age. 

Of the whole number of grooms, 6 were 18 years of age ; 
31 were 19 years old; and 62 were 20 years of age. 

Of the 81 brides, 4 were 15 years of age; 25 were 16 
years of age; and 52 were 17 years old. 
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TABLE IV. NUMBER OF TIMES MARRIED. 


BRIDES. 
GRooMs. 
First. Second. | Third. Totals. 
Wirst Marriage Ge ga & Ue, Re thao ee ee 8,756 215 5 3,976 
Second Marriage ....'...%-s Pier Ae ee Dag eoe 453 210 7 670 
CHirdsMarviage:. sis tens hers Rolo ee okieens ali oe 33 16 2 51 
Monrthi Marriage Oasis sasits te olin steak gual ens 3 Decrees a 4 
Lp biem Eg yt hem FP OP Ss sat Avon Gece ett baa is © 1 eae. 1 
EL OUGIS@ 2 tok thats teas ah. athe cecis ste aicne erethe ke ae 4,243 442 14 4,702 


Of the grooms, 3,976 (84.56 per cent. of the whole 
number) were married for the first time; 215 of them mar- 
ried widows, and 5 married brides who had been married 
twice. Of the 670 grooms who had been once married, 210 
married widows, and 7 married brides who had been twice 
widowed. ‘There were 51 grooms who had been twice wid- 
owed: 33 of these married spinsters, and 2 married brides 
who had been thrice widowed. Four grooms appeared in 
the matrimonial market for the fourth time, three of them 
chpturing spinsters, and one a widow. And lastly, one 
groom contented himself by selecting as his fifth wife a bride 
who had lost only one husband. 


MarRRIAGES OF PEOPLE OF COLOR. 


The statistics relating to the marriages among the colored 
population are as curious and interesting as those relating to 
the births of that class. ‘The number of marriages of which 
both parties were colored was 105, 9 less than were regis- 
tered in the preceding year. No distinction is here made 
between blacks and mulattoes. Besides these there were 27 
marriages of which the grooms were colored and the brides 
white, an increase of the marriages of this character of 4 over 
the number of the preceding year. The number of colored per- 
sons married (male and female) was 237, showing that there 
was one of thisrace married in each 25.32 of the colored popu- 
lation. In contrast to this, the statistics show that the ratio 
of marriages among the whites to the white population was 1 
in 43.06. <A similar exhibit concerning the two races is pre- 
sented almost every year, and forms a problem that would be 
amply remunerative to the one who should chance to have 


the good fortune to solve it to universal satisfaction. 
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The residence of 3,961 grooms was Boston ; the residences 
of 478 were in other towns in the State; and 263 grooms re- 
sided in other States. 

The residence of 4,015 brides was Boston; the residences 
of 490 were other towns in the State; and 197 brides were 
residents of other States. 

In 587 of the marriages the brides were older than the 
grooms, making 12.48 per cent. of the entire number. 

The disparities in the ages of some of the parties married, 
although not unusual, are still very curious, as may be seen 
in the following table. 

The first columns of figures indicates the ages of the 
grooms; the second that of the brides. 
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The most striking instance exhibited in the above table is 
the marriage of a groom of 58 years to a bride of 18, just 
forty years her senior. Another is that of a groom of 24 to 
a bride of 48,—double his own age. In 1857 a marriage 
took place in this city, in which the groom was a lad of 18, 
and the bride a widow about 40 years of age, with the addi- 
tional attraction of two stalwart children. 


THe Morvauity oFr 1883. 


There were 9,747 deaths in Boston during the past year, 
an increase of 743 (or 8.12 per cent.) over the number that 
occurred in the preceding year. The death-rate, so called, 
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was 24.32 deaths in each thousand of the estimated popula- 
tion of 400,667. Although this rate is an increase of about 
one per cent. over that of 1882, it does not materially differ 
from the yearly average of the last thirty years, as may be 
seen in the subjoined table, which exhibits the number of 
deaths and the death-rate in each of the last seven census 
years. As the population, number of deaths, and the death- 
rate are accurately set forth in each of those years, it is fair 
to assume that, if the statistics in the intervening years could 
be certainly stated, the average for the whole period would 
not be essentially different. 


Years. Rate. Years. Rate. Years. Rate, Years. Rate. 
1850. 24.30 1860 . 24.70 T870h .. 24.30 1880. . 23.70 
1855. 25.40 1865. 23.60 USTO cee 26.20 


Aver’ge 24.60 


After all, in determining the number of deaths in each 
thousand of a given population is not of so much moment as 
to ascertain whether the duration of life is diminishing or 
increasing ; whether the number that survive childhood is 
increasing, becoming smaller, or remains stationary. It is 
this knowledge that it is all-important to obtain, in order to_ 
determine what means shall be employed to ensure the still 
more important end of prolonging life. 

There is nothing that shows so clearly the sanitary condi- 
tion of a city, or, rather, that reveals the existence of 
agencies that assail life, as the mortality among children. 
Cold, heat, frequent, sudden, and extreme changes in tem- 
perature, which threaten all alike, and which no methods of 
government can prevent, inherited physical degeneracy, 
aggravated by local causes and surroundings, — all combine 
to render life under five years especially precarious. 


The following table shows the percentage of deaths to the — 
whole mortality of children under five years of age for each 
of the last twenty-eight years (there were no reports for 
1860 and 1861), and also similar facts concerning the dece- 
dents over 40 years of age : — 
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UNDER FIVE YEARS. |UNDER FIVE YEARS.|| OVER FORTY YEARS. | OVER FORTY YEARS. 


Year. Per cent.| Year. | Per cent. Year. Per cent. Year. Per cent. 
1854 43.84 1870 43.00 1854 20.33 1870 28.43 
1855 49,24: 1871 40.68 1855 20.49 1871 29.69 
1856 48.32 1872 42.20 1856 20.97 1872 25.61 
1857 4T.AT 1873 41:80 1857 22.89 1873 26.80 
1858 45.42 1874 42.99 1858 24.71 1874 29.25 
1859 41.92 1875 44.34 1859 26.81 1875 27.21 
1862 45.77 1876 43.00 1862 24.63 1876 28.98 
1863 43.24 1877 40.94 1863 26.85 1877 30.60 
1864 42.85 1878 40.44 1864 26.37 1878 31.97 
1865 40.61 1879 38.22 1865 27.00 1879 33.48 
1866 38.77 1880 39,57 1866 29.48 1880 33.14 

1867 41.80 1881 38.22 1867 27.00 1881 32.62 
1868 44.63 1882 35.17 1868 26.51 1882 34.85 
1869 41.84 1883 37.37 1869 29.62 1883 33.60 


It will be seen that the percentage of deaths of the children 
has been diminishing during the last four or five years, and 
that the number of those who had passed their fortieth year 
has been increasing to the same extent during the same 


period. 
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The number of decedents under 20 years of age was 
4,490, making 46 per cent. of all who died, being an in- 
crease of more than 2 per cent., compared with the preceding 
vear. ‘Those of native parentage made 32.45 per cent., and 
those of Irish nativity, 32.38 per cent. of all who died under 
20 years of age. The number of children who died on the 
day of their birth was 203, the males exceeding the females 
by 25. The number of children who died before reaching 
the age of six months was 1,587, making 16.28 per cent. of 
all who died; and those who died over one and under five 
years made 14.49 per cent. 

During the first five periods given in the foregoing table, 
the male decedents exceed the females by 217, while in the 
last two (from 10 to 20 years) the females outnumber the 
males by 43. 

Of those who died under 5 years, the children of native 


parents exceed those of Irish nativity by 119; while the 


children of the latter over that age, outnumber those of the 
former by 116. 
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As will be seen by the foregoing, the decedents above 
20 years of age made nearly 54 per cent. of all who died . 
during the year. Of the nine periods into which the table is 
divided, that between 20 and 30 years embraces the largest 
number of decedents than either of the others. In the 
first two periods the native-born females exceed the native 
males by 51. In the succeeding period the males out- 
number the females by 17. In the fourth period the females 
again exceed the males by 19. Again, in the following 


period, the males outnumber the females by 51. In each 


of the last four periods, from 70 years and over, the females 
exceed the males by 74. In the case of the native decedents 
above 20 years of age, the females outnumber the males by 
76; in that of the Irish, 109 more females died than males; 
of the English, the excess was 4; in that of the Scotch, the 
males outnumber the females by 5; of the British American 
decedents there were 33 more females than males; of the 
Germans and Italians there was an excess of 14 males of the 
first named, and of 6 males of the last. 

The number of deaths in each month, elassified according 
to age and sex, are shown in the following table : — 
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It will be seen by the foregoing table that 28.32 per cent. 
of all the deaths occurred in the months of July, August, 
and September. Of all who died under five years of age, no 
less than 36.39 per cent. died during those months,— pre- 
cisely the same proportion that died during the same months 
in the preceding year. 


TABLE VIII. DEATHS IN WARDS AND PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. 


gi S 
ee e Oo tae HO 
a sao] 3S . ; eq | oS PuBuLic INSTITUTIONS. 3 
ey es\eeia| s | fa | Be d-Oh ee 
2#/5/83| ss|2| 4 | 83 | se 4 g 
4/8) sa| sali sa] § meg | HO, $ he 
o o v i) oO 
Srore ja VEFl alia la a ow 
1 | 333] 4.02 | 4.07 || 14 | 493 | 5.95 | 5.51 || City Hospital. ...... 478 
2 | 418] 5.04 | 4.17/| 15 | 410 | 4.95 | 4.11 || Mass. Gen. Hospital ...| 174 
3 | 234| 2.82 | 3.17|| 16 |] 319 | 3.85 | 4.16 || Deerand RainsfordIslands.| 152 
4 | 291] 3.51 | 3.10 || 17 | 269 | 3.25 | 3.98 || St. Mary’s Infant Asylum.! 122 
5 | 288) 3.47 | 3.02 || 18 | 175 | 2.11 | 3.62 |} Carney Hospital ..... 89 
6 | 553| 6.67 | 4.66 || 19 | 471 | 5.68 | 5.54 || Consumptive’s Home... 66 | 
14.96 
7 | 411| 4.95 | 3.46 || 20 |} 365 | 4.40 | 4.79 || Lying-in Hospital .... 30 
8 | 827) 3.94 | 3.58 || 21 | 256 | 3.09 | 4.05 || Lunatic Hospital..... 29 
9 | 284| 3.43 | 3.47 || 22 | 267 | 3.22 | 3.51 ;| Little Sisters of the Poor. 18 
10 | 158) 1.91 | 8.17 || 23 | 248 | 2.99 | 3.89 || New England Hospital. . 13 
11 | 224| 2.70 | 4.57 || 24 | 281 | 3.39 | 4.65 || Homeopathic Hospital . . 9 
12 | 366) 4.42 | 4.05 || 25 | 143 | 1.73 | 1.84 || Other Institutions ....| 278 


8.289 |100.00/100.00|| Total number. ..... | 1,485 


In East Boston (wards 1 and 2), containing about 8.24 
per cent. of the population, the deaths there made over 9 
per cent. of all the deaths. A similar condition is shown in 
Charlestown (wards 3, 4, and 5), which contains about 9.20 


per cent of the population. The deaths in these three wards 


made 8.34 per cent. of the whole mortality. A similar result 
is witnessed in the three South Boston wards (13, 14, and 
15), and in wards 6, 7, 8, 12, and 19. 
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ZYMOTIC DISEASES. 


The mortality from the ten principal diseases of this class, 
together with the nativity of the decedents, are shown in the 
following table :— 


A 4 
a é 2 a3 
-}sy 1 B 2 oo aa 
sea) 4 * . 1 ks) 
BIRTHPLACES. Be sis | els | a ls 2) 3 |fe q 
an) BR Ried a4 see BS! So |e) ao a 
—O}] od |o ra Hie}. a i\enl 4 
a ras ye} 8 | s8ia is 4\35| ‘3S ° 
ro¥ 2/9 & Se | 5 | + he 
= a a = o v 9° vo 
eS 1516 TA ta | Ale ieee a Ay 
United States ...... « /2U8 |203 3 | 76 | 24 | 65 | 66 | 138} 31 | 10 699 32.82 
Ireland . «so.» » se « {200 1266 |.17 | 78} 48 |-90 | 84) 9:1 200) ee 34,18 
England and Wales ....| 34/19]. .~| 7) 2 Tips 1 83 3.90 
Bcotland ac rw.-s ores |B 1 e2obie. olf cOpiode ee a2 A a ae oe 18 84 
British America. ...../97 | 68} 2/16) 8/19) 26) 3/ 9 243 11.41 
POrMANY 5% he ets se te he 36 | 30 Wl}, 21:31) 12) 3A eee 5.16 
Italy ie tore wietee ual te ashe ite ae AOVl ew oe 5 16424 40 1.88 
Portugal.) 3 i). 4 Moe S ules Panama atts el Hewes Oot Pe We! eer: Shh 29 1.36 
Other foreign places TBR Lhe De a h2| Soo 4]. 43 2.02 
IMETIO WS ates nel! Suh ch nel ior: 13 | 35 74 1 3] 2 6] 8 137 6.43 


Totals . . 2... «6 © © (617 J5O4 | 23 (272 | 90 |207 |203 | 31 |108 | 25 | 2,180 100.00 


The foregoing table shows that 36.82 per cent. of all who 
died from this class of diseases (including half of those of 
unknown nativity, ) were of native birth, and 34.18 per cent. 
were of [rish nativity. There were 53 colored decedents 
from these causes, making nearly 21 per cent. of the whole 
number. 

The number of deaths enumerated in the foregoing table 
was 2,130, making 21.85 per cent. of the whole mortality, 
being an increase ‘of 340 deaths over the number r registered 
in 1882, when they made 19.86 per cent. of all the deaths 
in that year. There was an increase of 134 deaths from 
scarlatina; 94 from measles; 84 from diarrhcea; 54 from 
cholera-infantum ; and 38 from diphtheria and croup. } 

The deaths from this class of diseases in the several wards — 
are seen in the following : — 
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No less than 21.78 per cent. of the mortality from zymotic 
diseases occurred in the three South Boston wards; 12.86 
per cent. in wards 6, 7, and 8; 10.46 per cent. in East Bos- 
ton; 7.88 per cent. in Charlestown; and 5.63 per cent. in 
wards 9,10,and 11. Diphtheria and croup were particularly 
fatal in East Boston, the deaths there from these causes mak- 
ing nearly 22 per cent. of the whole number. 

There was a large increase of the mortality from diarrheal 
disorders in the three South Boston wards over that of the 
preceding year, making 25.98 per cent. of all the deaths 
from those causes. In the preceding year the deaths there 
from the same diseases made only 18.40 per cent. of the 
entire number. 

There were 207 deaths from typhoid fever, —a de- 
crease of five — 28 occurring in wards 6 and 7, and 26 in 
South Boston. With the exception of ward 19, where there 
were 10 deaths, and East Boston, where there were 11, the 
mortality from this cause was pretty evenly distributed 
throughout the city, in no place appearing excessive. 

Of the 108 deaths from measles, 48 (44.44 per cent. of the 
whole number) occurred in wards 6, 7, and 8, and 11.88 per 
cent. in the several hospitals and other public institutions. 

There were 203 deaths from scarlatina, an increase of 134 
over the number of the preceding year. ‘This disease was 
particularly fatal in the three South Boston wards, where 
the deaths from it numbered 68, making 33.50 per. cent. 
of the mortality from this cause. | 

There were 25 deaths from cerebro-spinal meningitis,— the 
exact number of the preceding year. ‘There were none in 
Charlestown, but two in East Boston, and one in South 
Boston. 


CONSTITUTIONAL DISEASES. 


The mortality from diseases of this class make nearly. one- 
fourth (24.46 per cent.) of the whole, being an increase of 
nearly 3 per cent. over that of the preceding year. 

Cancer. — There were 303 deaths from this disease, an in- 
crease of 34, making 3.10 per cent. of the deaths from all 
causes. As usual, the deaths of females from cancer greatly 
exceed those of the males, — 107 more of the former haying 
died than of the latter. The locations of the disease (except 
in 16 instances), with the age of the decedents, are shown 
in the following table, and may be useful for reference. Of 
the total number of those who died from this cause 194 (64 
per cent.) were over 50 years of age, and but 16 were under 
30 years. 


TABLE X. DEATHS FROM CANCER, LOCALITIES 
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AND AGES OF THE DECEDENTS. 
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OF THE DISEASE, SEX 
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TABLE X.— Continued. 
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TABLE X.— Concluded. ~ 


Age. Age, , |Age. Ag < 
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Of the total number of male decedents, 1 in 49.66 died 
from cancer, or 1 in 25.86 of all the male decedents above 
20 years of age. On the other hand, of the whole number 
of female decedents, 1 in 23.81 died from cancer, or of those 
_ who were over 20 years of age, 1 in 13.28. In 48 instances 
_ the disease affected the uterus, in 63 the stomach, and in 42 
the breast, making 50 per cent. of all the deaths from 
cancer. 

Consumption. — There were 1,550 deaths from this malady 
during the past year (750 males, and 800 females), which 
make 15.90 per cent. of the whole mortality. In 1882 there 
were 1,560 deaths reported from consumption, making 17.30 
per cent. of the entire mortality of that year. The ratio of 
deaths from this disease to all other causes was 1 in 6.29. 
Of the male decedents, 1 in 6.49, and of the female, 1 in 
6.10, died of consumption, showing a very slight difference 
in the predisposition of the two sexes to this disease. 

The following table exhibits the ratio of deaths from con- 
sumption to those of all other causes, according to the re- 
spective nativities of the decedents. 


0 A ep lin 5.48 CFOVORBIANA cl eet Point an ot eel a's 1 in 11.62 
REIN a lic oe eo (qo 0's lin 5.28 iS OMN Brees hatha Tok eter te. 4 ha) a lin 9.85 
eS ee lin 8.29 PRP LUGesaMaty hal ehe.ts re: aire 6 on) lin 9.80 
8S Sa 1 in 10.36 Other foreigners. c. << 5 ses 1 in 11.43 
British American .....35.. lin 6.52 


The ratio of deaths from consumption among the native- 
born and the Irish is nearly the same, and greatly exceeds 
that among the decedents of the other nativities named in the 
table. ‘The Germans furnish, relatively, a less number of 
victims to this disease than any other people. Just behind 
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them appear those of various foreign origin, followed by the 
Scotch. The Italians and Portuguese contribute about an 

equal proportion to the mortality from this cause, while the 
English stand about midway between the two extremes, the 
ratio among them being 1 in 8.29. 

More than half of those who died from consumption 
(56.32 per cent.) were between 20 and 40 years of age; 
14.26 per cent. were under 20 years, and 29.42 per cent. were ' 
above 40 years. 

Hydrocephalus, marasmus, and scrofula caused 531 deaths 
(an increase of 58), making 5.45 per cent. of the whole 
mortality. 


LocaL DISEASES. 


The mortality from diseases of this class is uniformly large, 
exceeding that from any other class. To it belong all affec- 
tions of the brain and nervous system, diseases of the circu- 
latory system, of the respiratory and digestive organs, and 
the urinary system. The deaths from the diseases belonging 
to this class make over 37 per cent. of all the deaths. 

The deaths from diseases of the brain (embracing inflam- 
mation, meningitis, etc.) make 8.47 per cent. of all the 
deaths, a slight falling off from the percentage of the preced- 
ing year. 

“The number of deaths from diseases of the heart and cir- 
culatory system was 549 (an increase of 23), making 5.63 
per cent. of the whole mortality. 

‘There were 1,334 deaths from diseases of the respiratory . 
organs (an increase of 64), making nearly 14 per cent. of 
the deaths from all causes. The percentage was nearly the 
same as that of the preceding year. There were 876 deaths 
from pneumonia (an increase of 142), and 381 from bron- 
chitis (a decrease of 15), the deaths from the two causes 
making 12.90 per cent. of the whole mortality. 

The number of deaths from diseases of the digestive system 
was 485 (an increase of 45), but making the same ratio that 
existed in the preceding year. 

The same uniformity is observable in regard to the mor- 
tality from urinary troubles, as is seen in that resulting from 
diseases of the digestive organs. There were314 deaths from 
the various diseases of the kidneys and bladder (comprising 
172 deaths from Bright’s disease), five less than were reported 
in 1882, making 3.22 per cent. of the deaths from all causes. 


DEVELOPMENTAL DISEASES. 


The mortality from causes belonging to this class is rela- 
tively smaller than it was in the preceding year, although 
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the number of deaths was twelve larger. The deaths thus 
designated make 8.63 of all the deaths. The number of 
deaths from old age was 138 (the exact number that was re- 
corded in 1882), of which 81 were males, and 157. females. 

Malformations. —'There were 48 deaths thus reported (28 
males, and 20 females), an increase of eleven. There were 26 
instances of cyanosis (the same number that occurred in the 
preceding year), 10 of spina bifida, and 12 of various other 
malformations. 

Premature Births. — There were 150 deaths of this char- 
acter (11 less than in the preceding year), 82 of the dece- 
dents being males, and 62 females. The largest part of these 
deaths were of children who had hardly begun to breathe, 
and but very few survived more than a month. 

Puerperal Diseases. —'There were 106 deaths from causes 
incident to childbirth (an increase of 2), of which 17 were 
from puerperal fever, and 9 were cases of abortion, — two 
being criminal. 


EXTERNAL CAUSES OF DEATHS. 


There were 399 deaths from causes thus designated, an in- 
crease of 50 in number; but the percentage was less than in 
the preceding year, being 4.09 per cent. of the whole mor- 
tality. The following table exhibits the character of the 
accidents in every case except 24. It will be seen that there 
were no less than 30 deaths from sunstroke : — 


No. No. 

BeMIMCOVININIO ons) + 0 6 0 0 «4s, 0 @ 56 By @xposure <5. << « Gra lastest? s 5 
DUIERRIIVOGUA 6 vs. 69 6 0 6 ee 50 Killed by machinery ....... 5 
0 a 7k 0 34 s ‘* falling timber. ..... 5 
ROMP SUIBETOKE . 2 « «ss + @ 30 as SE MOLDING si ala cia lere 4 
Fell downstairs ... 1... 28 Boalded . occ 2 « oe 0 ee os ° 4 
eum WIDOW. «2.506. -' 17 Falls from teams .... 2.00 3 

“6 from stagings ....eeeee 10 Sos? PIROCOTR sii dso, ay 87's 3 
Killed by elevators .....e8. 8 Killed by circularsaw ...... 3 
Run over by vehicles ....... 8 sr 66 DBs YOCKS eis ees leis 3 
OORea DY 1000 6. esis ots 0 ‘ 7 ee SS tO PIStOlS.s: <6) eee ajie 3 
Falls on sidewalks. ........ is Falls into vessels’ holds. ..... 2 
Peotrompusidings «5 \s) 6 0 6's 6 T OTT ON LOOMe ses Rebist «ice fe eth 2 

Bee tWALlOUS) 63 0's 6 6 oie ee @ 6 ‘¢ from vessels’ masts ..... 2 


36 Crty Document No. 68. 


No. No. 
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The deaths from drowning (56), on railroads (50), 
burns and scalds (38), and sunstroke (30), make 43.61 
per cent. of the deaths from accidental causes. 

Homicides. — There were six deaths of this character, 
three less than occurred in the preceding year. 

Suicides. — There were no less than 46 deaths of this 
character (40 males and 6 females), an increase of 31 over 
the number registered in 1882. The modes adopted to effect 
self-destruction are as follows: By shooting 11 (10 males, 
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and 1 female); by drowning, 9 (8 males, 1 female); by 
cutting throat, 8 males; by jumping from windows, 4 (1 
male, 3 females) ; by jumping from railroad train, 1 man; by 
stabbing, 1 man; by hanging, 1 man; by various poisons, 
11 males, and 1 female. 

There were but 15 instances in which the cause of death 
was not ascertained, the characteristics of the cases being so 
obscure as not to admit of satisfactory specification. 

The following recapitulatory table exhibits the deaths in 
each month, arranged according to their respective classes : — 
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MARRIED DECEDENTS. 


The whole number of decedents (male and female) who 
were or had been married was 3,879, making 39.80 per cent. 
of all that died, or 73.79 per cent. of all who were of a 
marriageable age, say 20 years and upwards. 


The following table exhibits the number of decedents above 
20 years of age, with their nativities, and the proportion of 
them who were married : — 


Male Decedents. ; Female Decedents. 


z Z 
8 “ea $ . 
m Habe sed| ek: ie 
NATIVITY. &R g B 3 & > e a 
5 a AS tH 3 E Bo} ‘ol 
> 5 o> a m ts 
6 S| E 7-7 5 5 e a 
United States. . . .| 1,166 569 115 | 58.61 |} 1,242 51 366 | 73.83 
Treland ovens ss 925 603 112 77.30 1,031 460 4388 87.00 
England . = .+««. 83 4T 13 72.29 87 47 27 85.00 
Scotland .. . «-» » 28 18 7 89.28 23 11 6 73.91 
British America .. 162 103 5 66.66 200 111 49 80.00 
Germany... «.- e 87 68 “ 86.20 73 35 27 84.93 
Ltalyis esc ene 2 ie 18 138 pe Wawel tend mee 12 11 i 100.00 
Oriel jetolrees rie 13 9 soe te 1 O9Ze 15 4 4 53.33 
Other foreign places.| 25 17 1 | 72.00 24 19 5 | 100.00 
2507 1,447 260 2,707 1,249 923 


The number of male decedents over 20 years of age was 
2,507, of whom 68 per cent. had been married. The number 
of female decedents of the same age was 2,172; of these no 
less than 80.23 per cent. had been married. 


Attention is called to the following table. It exhibits 
the mortality from the principal diseases during each of the 
last ten years. Although in several of the years there oc- 
curred epidemics, these did not seem to change to any ex- 
tent the percentage of the deaths from the causes embraced 
in the table. The uniformity shown in this particular is 
remarkable; and, as a similar result has been witnessed in 
previous years, there does not appear to be any reason for 
believing that it will not be the same in the future. 
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1879.) 1880./1881 188, 1883 


| ee EO | 


No.| No.| No.| No. | No. 


—— -| ——  — | ——— - eee 


1874. |1875. |1876.| 1877.! 1878. 
CAUSES OF DEATH. | 


No. | No. | No. | No. | No. 


Brain diseases. ........]| 359] 389) 286) 295| 310) 246) 308] 412 351] 396 


Bronchitis... .. wee es | 229] 259} 231] 204) 257; 261] 344] 3875| 396] 381 
a Oancer ............| 140/ 166] 164} 190] 196] 195] 237] 242| 269] 303 
: Childbirth. ..........] 107] 120) 100/ 53| 64| 73| 88] 93; 104| 106 

Cholera-Infantum .......| 679| 684) 642| 504] 305| 387/ 513| 442| 500; 554 


Consumption... ...... © « |1,333/1,357| 1,268] 1,273] 1,391) 1,262 1,371] 1,545) 1,560] 1,550 
: Croup and Diphtheria. ....| 121} 634| 747) 482) 578| 550) 765) 786! 579] 617 
Diarrhea and Dysentery. . ..j| 2380) 295) 274) 349) 376] 298) 353] 824) 276) 362 


Heart disease .......-..{| 328} 322] 365) 285) 3859) 388] 425| 442) 509] 540 
Hydrocephalus. . ses os + eo} 1561] 179] 126] 171] 207| 105 233| 202) 193; 209 
Kidney disease. .... e - «| 150; 120; 116) 121) 162) 191} 218] 243) 265] 259 


IEIUUIGM c wiceis.e 2 0 0 +e 353] 356) 367) 220) 198] 196} 225) 269] 267) 305 
RCs eS elie is) «cre, «<j 220). 257| 226) 216) 203] 212) 215] 214] 238) 238 
EPIERIPEIONIG ic) sis" <9’ wu. 0s 676} 748) 598) 555) 630} 684] 855! 840} 790| 876 


CES OUD, a ‘ 269; 655) 482) 118 70| 148 29 82 69} 203 
iyphoid fever: .....-.. .{| 202) 281) 148} 157); 120) 117) 152) 212) 212) 207 
Whooping-cough. -......| 108 40 50 89 89 83 75 1 76 31 

OteGRt. 6h sta. ese - - | 74.95] 76.81] 76.49| 75.86] 75.37! 76.15] 76.88! 76.00] 76.93] 76.34 


The mortality from accidental causes is not less curious 
than that from disease. With the exception of the last three 
years, the ratio of deaths from casualties to the whole mor- 
tality varied but slightly from year to year, as will be seen 
by the following table : — 


Year. | Per cent. || Year.| Per cent. | Year. || Per cent. | Year.|| Per cent. || Year. | Per cent. 


——- 


1874. 3.37 1876. 3.74 1878 . 3.13 1880 . 3.31 1882. 4.00 
1875. 3.35 1877. 3.46 1879. 3.28 1881. 4.30 1883 . 4.26 . 


Respectfully submitted, 
N. A. APOLLONIO, 


City Registrar. 
Boston, May 1, 1884. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


fee y BHHGISTRAR, 
BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 


CITY OF BOSTON. 


For the Year 1884. 


To the Honorable City Council : — 


«The City Registrar shall annually, in the month of February, report 
to the City Council a statement of the number of births, of notices of in- 
tentions of marriage, of marriages solemnized, and of deaths recorded, 
during the previous year; with such other information and suggestions 
in relation to said matters as he may deem useful.” — Ordinance. 


In compliance with the provisions of the ordinance above 
quoted, the undersigned herewith respectfully submits his 
report concerning the births, marriages, and deaths in the 
city of Boston during the year 1884, for the consideration of 
the City Council. 


Birtus In 1884. 


The number of children born and registered during the 
year was 11,479 (5,876 males, and 5,603 females),—an in- 
crease over the number born in the preceding year of only 
177. This is not a satisfactory result, as it shows an 
increase of only 1.54 per cent., when the increase of the 
‘ population must have been about 2.40 per cent. during the 
same time. A careful estimate would make-the population 
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of Boston, in 1884, to be in the neighborhood of 398,945. 
According to this estimate, the births in that year were in 
the ratio of one birth to each 34.75 of the entire population. 
If the number of still-births (516) be added to the children 
born alive, the ratio will be 1 in about 33. The ratio of 
births to the population in each of the last seven census years 
will be seen in the following table : — 


1850. | 1855. 1884. 


1860. 1865. | 1870. | 1875. 


1 in 26.20 | 1 in 27.46 | 1 in 30.17 | 1 in 36.12 


1 in 30.81 | 1 in 30.78 | 1 in 34.89 | 1 in 34.75 


It is not easy to account, satisfactorily, for the great dif- 
ference between the birth-rates of the years 1850 and 1855 
and those of subsequent years. ‘There are no means of as- 
certaining what the birth-rate may have been in the years 
prior to 1850; but the census years, 1850 and 1855, show 
(and, presumably, the intervening years would exhibit a like 
result), that the birth-rate was probably larger than at any 
previous period. Although the birth-rate has diminished 
during the last thirty years, it is still most favorably seen 
when compared with that of New York. In the last report 
of the Bureau of Vital Statistics, that for 1883, the number 
of births in New York in that year was 28,972. This shows 
a ratio of 1 birth in each 45.48 of the estimated population 
of 1,317,691. This low birth-rate, however, may be owing 
to the defective method employed there in registering, for no 
one at all familiar with such matters can believe that that 
statement is a correct one. 

It seems to be taken for granted hy some that the occur- 
rence of births, marriages, and deaths is more or less affected 
by the seasons, and by atmospheric phenomena; and elabo- 
rate statistical tables have been constructed to illustrate such 
a view. Beyond a simple tabulated statement, however, 
few attempts have been made to show in what way the 
birth-rate, marriage-rate, and death-rate are affected by 
season or’ atmospheric phenomena. Frequent, sudden, and 
extreme atmospheric changes do, indeed, affect the death- 
rate; but it would be no risk to say, that the! season of Lent 
exerts a more potent influence over the number of marriages 
solemnized, and the occurrence of births, than the determina- 
tion of the year’s rain-fall, or of the direction and velocity 
of the wind. 

’ The number of births in each month is seen in the fol- 
lowing table : — 


—_——_——— . 
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z 5 re FI 

2 . o o é +e u 

si 2 See Re oe ee Bethe aed ae 

6 ii\e) s)2/2) s)2]2) 6 12] 3 

2 e = os E 3 hed c ° S 3 5 

- =| ee R a os ar) a Fy + = te 
MAD's Z, 5 474 457 || April 434 888 ||July . 529 473 ||Oct.. . 518 517 
Feb...| 431| 438||May :| 477| 433|/Aug. .| 533] 520||Nov. .| 528| 472 
March .| 482; 479||June .| 451] 4385 ||Sept. .| 534] 508 |/Dec. .| 485] 483 


Totals | 1,387 | 1,874 || Totals | 1,362 | 1,256 || Totals | 1,596 | 1,501 |} Totals | 1,531 | 1,472 


The following table exhibits the number of births in each 
ward, and in the various charitable institutions, and also the 
excess of births over the deaths in the same places : — 


Warps. Z é 26 WARDS. z é 2 25 Warps. F: é 2 22 

& | A BA a | A ISeA B | a lSaA 
ae 464 | 322 | 142 |) 10 103 | 143 19 673| 480| 193 
2....| 403] 375 | 118 || 11. 207 | 195 | 102 || 20 542| 409] 133 
3....| 303] 235 | 68 || 12 363 | 358] 5 || 21.. 333] 278| 55 
a. 346 | 298 | 50 || 13...) 821 | 686] 195 || 22...) 526} 281] 245 
5. ...| 282] 246] 36 || 14. 583 | 467] 116 || 23...| 438} 292] 146 
6....| 804) 524| 280 || 15. 532 | 4041 198 || 24. ..| 583| 295| 288 
7....| 4641 308] 156 || 16 449 | 309] 140 || 25...] 211| 178] 33 
B....| 460) 817] 143|/17...| 268] 264] 4 || Ims...]} 600] 1,449. . 
9 303 | 299/ 4 || i8 232 | 212] 20 11,479 


Totals |11,479| 9,622) 1,857 


Not much importance is attached to ward boundaries in 
considering the facts expressed in the foregoing table, except 
as they may exhibit the race characteristics and social con- 
ditions of the residents of the several wards. 

Ward 10, however, presents so singular a condition that 
it is singled out from the others for the purpose of pointing 
out its peculiar features. It is the healthiest district in the 
city of Boston, as fewer deaths occur there than in any other 
ward. The death-rate there in 1884 was only 11.31 deaths in 
each 1,000 persons, although in the entire city it was 24.12 in 
a1,000. Although this small number of deaths occurred there, 
the latter outnumbered the births by 43. <A similar result is 
witnessed in this ward almost every year. The population 
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of the ward in 1884 was about 12,646, 70 per cent. of which 
are of native birth. By referring to the foregoing table it 
will be seen that there are only 103 births in that district, 
making apparent the fact that there was only one birth in 
each 122.77 of the population of the ward. Again, there 
are nearly one thousand families less in Ward 10 than in any 
other ward (excepting Ward 25) ; but the average size of its 
families is larger than that of any other. In addition to 
these facts is another, that there are but five wards (viz.: 6, 
7, 12, 13, and 16) where the average number of occupants 
to a dwelling is larger than it isin Ward 10. The average 
number of occupants to a dwelling in the entire city is 8.25, 
—in Ward 10 the average is 10.10. In the light of these 
statistics, it is not a little surprising that the death-rate, as 
well as the birth-rate, should be so small in that ward. 

The following table is intended to group together wards 
where the population in each group possess, to a great ex— 
tent, nearly the same general social characteristics. The 
wards of East Boston, Charlestown, and South Boston are 
severally kept together, while Ward 10, for its singular con- 
trast to all of the others, is presented alone : — 


Births to Wards, Births to 


Wards. Population. Population. 
land2. (East Boston) ..... 1 in 34.35 |/°12 and 16. (Central)>. .. ucueus 1 in 40.43 
3,4, and 5. (Charlestown) ... .1in 39.85 || 18, 14,and 15. (South Boston) . .1in 32.00 
6, 7,and 8. (N. and W. Ends). .1 in 26.87 |} 19, 20, and 22. (Southern) ... .1in 20.13 


9,11,17, and 18. (Central)... .1in 56.76 || 21, 23, 24, and 25. (Southern) . .1in 36.73 
Ova Oeniral) va. ses te ie ks wou reeolin 1 in 122.77 


There were 606 children born in the various charitable in- 
stitutions, making 5.28 per cent. of all the births. 
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The conglomerate character of Boston’s population is very 
clearly shown in the above table. The number of children 
whose fathers were native-born (including half of those re- 
corded as of “unknown” nativity) was 4,749, making only 
41.37 per cent., or considerably less than half of the whole 
number. 

The number of children of Irish fathers was 2,977, making 
25.93 per cent. of the entire number, or 44.23 per cent. of 
those of foreign origin. 

The ehitdcen ore English, Scotch, and British- American 
parentage number 1 847, , and make 16 per cent. of the whole 
number. | 

There were 949 children of German, Norwegian, and Da- 
nish origin, making 8.27 per cent. of all the births. 

The Italian race is represented by the birth of 254 children, 
and the Portuguese by 140, making 3.43 per cent. of the 
whole number born. 

The large number of births of Russian and Polish parent- 
age (184) indicate a large increase in the immigration from 
the Russian empire, probably caused by the persecutions of 
the Jews within the last few years. 

The number of children who had American mothers was 
4,774, making 41.58 per cent., or considerably less than 
half of the whole number. ‘The number of instances in which 
both parents were of native birth was 3,232, or 28.15 per 
cent. of the total number ; and the number of children whose 
parents were Irish-born was 2,272, making 19.79 per cent. - 
of all the births. 


COLORED BIRTHS. 


The number of colored children born, embracing all of 
mixed or unmixed parentage, was 242, an increase of 15 
over the number born in the preceding year. The colored 
population is about 6,200. It is therefore seen that there 
was one colored child born to each 25.62 of the colored pop- 
ulation ; or, if the colored still-births are added, the ratio will 
be one in 24.50. In contrast with this, the births of white 
children (including the still-births) were in the ratio of one 
in 34.80 of the white population. While this prolific quality, 
from whatever cause, is more strongly shown among the col- 
ored than among the white race, it is equally obvious that 
more colored persons die in Boston every year than are born 
here. During the last year the deaths of colored persons 
exceeded the colored children born by 19. 
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STILL-BIRTHS. 


There were recorded 516 still-born children, 288 of which 
were males, 224 females, and four were of unknown sex. 
The ratio of still-born children to those born alive, was one 


jn 22.24. The mothers of 200 of these children were Amer- 


ican; 147 were Irish; 73 were British-American; 21 were 
English ; and 15 were German. The remainder were made 
up of various nationalities. Of these births, twenty were 
twin births. In ten instances of the latter both children 
were males; in four cases both were females; and in each of 
the remaining six one child was a male and the other a 
female. 

The daily average number of living births was 31.36 (in 
the preceding year the average was 30.96) ; but, including 
the still-births, the average was 32.77. ’ 


MARRIAGES IN 1884. 


The number of marriages registered during the year was 
4,624, a decrease from the number recorded in the preceding 
year of 78. There was, therefore, one person married in 
1884 to each 43.14 in the estimated population of 398,945. 

The number of intentions of marriage recorded during the 
year was 4,699, which was 181 less than was entered dur- 
ing the preceding year. 

The following table shows the number of intentions of 
marriage entered, and the number of marriages solemnized 


= 
in each month : — 


| ’ 

= : : Ps A z A , be r 

a 2 Q cs) Q n ea) n a Se QD a 

= 5 ) z 5 Bp > 8 Sp 2 5 & 

=| S | Ss ee) S&S 3 _ S&S fe | a=) ae) 

A 5 b o 8 z o § 2 eo 3 = 

Z aeRS se} = s 3 a Ss a rE S 

rm Ri = a i a o 4 = = = a 
Oe 351 395 || April . 407 404 || July . 339 327 || Oct. . 501 494 
Feb...] 3869; 381|| May . 367 | 339 }|| Aug. . 354; 338 || Nov. . 504 | 583 
Mar... 239 199 || June. 414 433 || Sept. . 471 413 || Dec. . 383 318 
959 | 975 1,188 | 1,176 1,164 | 1,078 . 1,388 | 1,395 


It will be seen by the above table that the last quarter of 
the year was the favorite season for those entering the mar- 
riage state, and that the first quarter was regarded with the 
least favor. There were 429 more intentions of marriage 
entered, and 420 marriages solemnized, in the last quarter 
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than in the first. The latter period, embracing, as it does, 
the season of Lent, indicates the portion of the community 
who refrain from marriage by reason of ecclesiastical re- 
quirements. 


TABLE II. MARRIAGES IN 1884. 


BIRTHPLACES OF BRIDES. 


ad 3 Ele 
BIRTHPLACES OF 20 & Es . 18 £ ‘S) 
GRooMs. Esl 8 a ; § |omlia : 
g |23|] a |ZEl 3g | S| ob [Pale qi tie 
2/52) 5 [23] 2 |S|38 (eSlee) ge | © 
6 (821 8.\f8l 3s) 3) a4: ee eee 
Q P| OR ea al m | ovale al Oy 
WOstON, Pouce» vesete. « 342 158 85 , 14 54 4 80 6 2 “ 745 | 16.11 
Other towns in Mass. . 183 | 290 164 | 12 63 3 102 | 10 3 8380 | 17.95 
Other States. .... ° 183 187 396 | 29 40 2 142 8 2 989 | 21.89 
England and Wales . . 25 19 29 | 31 BO. oe 33 5 2 180 3.89 
Jrelandyy. oeus ek es 66 38 18 | 19 617 3 42 2 805 | 17.41 
Hagdand vin vel. iach dees 4 6 5| 4 71-9 M6 id 51 P45 1.10 
British America. ... © 78 56 58 6 38 6 | 320 2 564 | 12.20 
Germany and N. Europe 29 14 16 | 5 14) 1 13 |209 | 41] 305 6.60 
Other foreign places. . 20 5 16°); 5 3 . 12 6 | 88 155 3.35 
Totals '#. tsa fe ies 930 773 787 |125 872 | 28 760 (246 |108 | 4,624/... 
Percent.) eh ie. 20.11 | 16.72 | 17.02 |2.70| 18.86 | .61) 16.43 |5.32 2,23 aes 410000" = 


It will be seen by the above that, while 2,564 grooms 
(55.45 per cent. of the whole number) were native-born, 
only 1,988 (42.91 per cent.) married native brides. The 
number of marriages of which both parties were foreign-born, 
was 1,558, making 33.69 per cent. of all the marriages. 
The number of native grooms who married foreign-born 
brides was 576, or 12.46 percent. of the whole number. On 
the other hand, 502 foreign-born grooms (10.85 per cent. ) 
married native brides. The Irish grooms make 25.59 per 
cent. of all the foreign-born grooms, and the Irish brides 
24.47 per cent. of the foreign-born brides. 

The foregoing table also shows how large a portion of the 
persons married were from the British American Provinces,— 
564 grooms and 760 brides. Of all the persons married 
(grooms and brides), 36.60 per cent. of them were born in 
Great Britain and her dependencies. Those born in Ireland 
make 18.13 per cent., and those born in other parts of the 
kingdom, 13.47 per cent. of those last mentioned. 
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The marriages in which one or both parties were foreign- 
born number 2,636, making 57 per cent. of the entire 
number. 


TABLE III. AGES OF THE PARTIES MARRIED. 


AGES OF THE BRIDES. 


AGES OF THE GROOMS... © : 
So) Te yh 0 od ge ad OR dn ak Sa ee Es 
yg | S$} 3) 23-. 8.) 8 | s-]-4-] , 
eevee St Se 4S ol Se) at 
Under 21 i ees Saw 1l 64 ie hae aes hse a 78 | 1.69 
eS SS erste wary ye)... fs.) ss . | 1,908 | 90.21 
Menem ss... .| 26| 942) 588} soi...|...|.. .| 1,605 | 34.49 
OS 2 10! 400} 388] 321] 19 1 1,139 | 24.63 
40 to 50 Sree A 33} 51] 162| 52 ae 299 | 6.47 
Mae 60. os ss 5 7| 43] 62] 18 120| 2.59 
60 to 70.. ; jear5 ‘ 1 RUS Td aie FI 1} 33| .72 
yer 70 sis. » “ : 2 1 2 2 1 3 9 20 
Totalas 4) gra os 87 | 2,616 |1,109| 644] 137] 27 4 | 4,624 
MN FEN NS y: 1.88 | 56.58 | 23.98 | 13.93] 2.96] .58| .09]. . . | 100.00 


The ages at which persons marry are seen in the above 
table. As is always the case, the largest number of grooms 
marry between 21 and 30, the number marrying within that 
period during last year making 63.70 per cent. of all the 
grooms. Nearly one quarter of the grooms, however (24.63 
per cent.), were between 30 and 40. In case of the brides, no 
less than 80.56 per cent. of them were between 18 and 30 
years, while 56.58 per cent. (more than half of all the 
brides), were between 18 and 25 years. 

Only 10 per cent. of the grooms and 3.63 per cent. of the 
brides had passed their fortieth year. 

There were 78 grooms under 21 years of age, and 87 brides 
under 18 years, a decrease of 21 in the case of the former, 
and of six in the case of the latter, compared with the pre- 
ceding year. 

The disparities between the ages of many of the couples, 
witnessed every year, although not strange, are very interest- 
ing, as well as curious. As, for instance, three of the 
grooms under 21 years of age married brides who had passed 
their 25th year. Ten grooms who were between 30 and 40 


ee a te ea 
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years of age found brides who had not reached their 18th 
year. A few of these strangely-assorted marriages are given 
in the following table : — 


AGES. AGES. AGES. AGES. 
Grooms. Brides. | Grooms. Brides. | Grooms. Brides. Grooms. Brides. 
LB leersmor eae rreomeiacie it BO "ST 5 ree tele oe aor [O's rear ttt eee 36 Dhie Sis is, os eteetoe 
TSU mee ee  oMrae |SGl ties eis Oey Lill 26s Gee are wget anne 35 SB. hee Sts: SA eeD 
10 a5 4p tes dhe OU | eo bf is eeceetetns oe AGT (28 ster ele tart ee 43 PS We ratory 
MO Direkt okede ieee AS} TSO.Ats fe ccdlpx 67 oni DOS ae Sete, oles 4a seen 33 BO Wiehe jens, 6 wee te 
OBinr sire rams gen 8018 OO sons arate melee CR Beene oe cect 38 (URS oeeaiio rey! 
OS Stowret sis6 50 te Sieh GOIMOO, sete MMe ol eal rE Be: Seen Re herent, AO ees > ea te LO 
OCR ute Sok tie tbh Gd. | i0 se satin ibe e eur ie 42. | 21s cP ekeve Ape OU BO Slee tase ~ onspecek 
OD ctxt others Betis ke 20 al P20 Secelc Rist tet cre BO ul rae le Leder tenee me 31 Ba its sao ee 
OS, Sate hee Eben k w OU | u2O ipueute Pamies 910002 |': 200 trol oats te Ren 38 44. .6-4466..20 
BOe si) oe 0 ible te OL: |) O20 co) epic otal w OO'A) ; aihce wel atte Dene ann amerese AT wc eee eo ce 


BS aide the tp ec Rial. | Al pegs cos ie ie eee 


In 527 of the marriages (making 11.40 per cent. of the 
whole number) the brides were older than the grooms. In 
each of three marriages, the bride was nineteen years older 
than the groom. 

Of the 78 minor grooms, one was 16 years old; one was 
17; five were 18; twenty-two were 19; and forty-nine were 
19 years old. Of the 87 minor brides, three were 15 years 
of age; eighteen were 16; and sixty-six were 17. 

There were eleven marriages of which both parties were’ 
minors. The 16-year old groom married a bride of 18 ; and the 
one of 17 years married a bride of the same age. These last 
two couples were the youngest that were married during 
the year. 

TABLE IV. NUMBER OF TIMES MARRIED. 


BRIDES. 
Grooms. 
First. Second. Third. Totals. 
Biretimarringe Gr .t del eketel tte pals ° 3,706 238 3 3,947 
Second ‘ Pe tom Phy FA ae eA PS 435 191 7 633 
Third + a Letieen oats fat ave estas s 22 15 2 39 
Fourth ‘“ Bo REA, tote oe 2 2 a! 5 


LOUMS 2°5\"s ate? aps os leh gS rahe 4,165 446 13 4,624 
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~ It will be seen by the above that three grooms selected, as 
their first wives, those who had been twice widowed, and 
two others, who had been thrice widowed, became the 
husbands of spinsters. 


MARRIAGES OF PEOPLE OF COLOR. 


There were 102 colored couples married during the past 
year, three less than were married in the preceding year. 
There were, in addition to these, seventeen marriages of which 
the grooms were colored and the brides white, ten less than 
occurred in the yeur before. 

The ratio of colored marriages to the colored population 
is always larger than that of the whites. The number of 
colored persons married was one in 28.05 of the colored popu- 
lation, while among the whites the ratio was only one in 
43.51. 


THE MORTALITY OF 1884. 


The number of deaths registered in Boston during the year 
1884 was 9,622, a decrease of 124 from the number recorded 
in the preceding year. It is thus seen that there were 24.13 
deaths in each 1,000 of the population, or one death in each 
41.46 persons living. This ratio of deaths is not very far 
from the average of the last thirty years. Except in case of 
epidemics, the rate has seldom been above 25, or below 24 
in a thousand. This method of estimating the sanitary con- 
dition of a city, although generally followed, does not seem 
to be the proper one. ‘To diminish the infantile mortality, 
and at the same time to increase the duration of life, seems 
to indicate more accurately the physical condition of a com- 
munity. It is quite possible that, of two cities, the one in 
which the greatest number of deaths occur may be healthier 
than the other. 

The following table will show the changes that have oc- 
curred during the last twenty years in the mortality of chil- 
dren under five years of age, and in that of persons over 40 
years. Itwill be seen that the ratio of deaths of children under 
five years to the whole mortality has been decreasing consid- 
erably each year for the last six, while the ratio of deaths of 
persons over 40 years has been increasing during the same 
period. 
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Under 5 years. Under 5 years. Over 40 years. Over 40 years. 

Years. Per cent. Years. Per cent. Years. | Per cent. Years. | Per cent. 
18602. tis 40.61 18D one 44,34 1865 .. 27.00 ASTOlacin 27.21 
SHG sees 38.77 1816) wast 43.00 1866 .. 29.48 USD vo 28.98 
18670. ae 41.80 AST ithe bl 40.94 1867 leant 27.00 gt fy ee 80.60 
1668" 4%. « 44.63 AS7TS ei" 40.44 1868 .. 26.51 1878 so +.-12 -Sl9eF 
T5095 976 41.84 STO, ese ee 88.22 1869 .. 29.62 ay 33.48 
Hey Beas 43.00 , L860 sire ate 39.57 1870 .. 25.48 L380". 83.14 
akye Pi easic 40.68 DSSL ee ue 38.22 cree 3 94 29.69 188to.. 32.62 
1872 eke 42.20 TL SGa cies 35.17 1872-4) 25.61 18825... < 34.85 
1873 ySiwer.e 41.80 1883.0 opal ls 37.37 1878.4 26.80 1883 .. 33.60 
1874 545 42,29 1884.45 4. 37.20 1874-66 29.55 1884 .. 35.00 


A similar but more marked result is seen in the mortality 
of persons over 60 years of age, as exhibited in the following 
table. The table is divided into two parts, the first exhibit 
ing the percentage of decedents over 60 years of age. The 
second part shows the percentage of the decedents who had 
passed their three.score years and ten. 


DECEDENTS OVER 60. || DECEDENTS OVER 60. || DECEDENTS OVER 70.|| DECEDENTS OVER 70. 


Years. Per cent. Years. Per cent. Years. | Percent. Years. | Per cent. 


186075 4. 12.59 1875 ... 13.73 1865 .. 6.87 1875 .. 7.87 


1866. .'.| 18.65 1890 <>. GN L000 701) A888 ae 7.47 || 1876 .. 8.53 
1307 vats velo tees 1877 223s | SO.Bo pe Edsel, see 6.83 || 1877 .. 9.43 
1808) c cs & 14202, 74 IBIS <5. ETS 1868 .. 6.88 1878 ..| 10.39 
1869 ...| 14.41 1879 ...| 17.45 1869 . .f 8.00 1879 .. 9.91 
1870) = Sa |. 43.83 ASSO /EUs rad Vadose 1870 . . 7.56 || 1880 .. 9.76 

1871 ...| 14.62 1881 Sh GATS 1871 .. 8.69 || 1881 .. 9.67 
1872 ...|° 12.00 || 1882...] 17.94 || 1872... 6.61 1882 .. 9.83 — 
1873. 6°} | 12.20 1) 1888"... 1+ 17.20 1878 vf. 6.76 || 1883 .. 9.64 


1874 2... 14.90 1884 7°75". 17.96 1874 .. 8.60 1884 .. 10.41 


It will be seen by the above that there has been a gradual 
increase during thé last twenty years, in the mortality of 
persons over 60 years of age. In 1865, of all the decedents 
in that year, only 12.59 per cent. had reached their 60th 
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year. In 1884 17.96 per cent. had passed that age. The 
annual average during the twenty years was 15.20 per cent. 

A similar result is seen in the second division of the table, 
although not so strongly marked, which gives the percentage 
of mortality of persons over 70 years. In 1865 the per- 
centage of deaths of persons over 70 was 6.87. In 1884, it 
was 10.41. The annual average for the whole period was 
8.51. 
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The above table shows that 4,354 of the decedents were 
under 20 years of age, making 45.25 per cent. of all that 
died. ‘Those of native parentage make 33.26 per cent., and 
those of Irish parentage 32.57 per cent., showing but a 
slight difference between the two classes. It will be noticed 


_ that of the decedents under 5 years, those of native origin 


exceed those of Irish birth by 173, while the latter exceed the 
former, above that age, by 142. Of the children under 5 years, ~ 
the males outnumber the females by 170; in the succeeding 
period, between 5 and 10, the latter exceed the former 
by six; in the next period, the males have an excess of four ; 
and, lastly, in the period betweenj15 and 20, during which 
there is always a greater mortality among females, the latter 
outnumber the males by 48. 
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The number of decedents over 20 years of age was 5,268, 
making 54.75 per cent. of the whole number. The ratio of 
decedents above 20 years in 1883 was 53.93 per cent. 
Those of native birth make 44.65 per cent. of all above 
tabulated. In the period between 20 and 30 the female 
decedents exceed the males by 36; in the four succeeding 
periods the males outnumber the females in the aggregate 
by 120; and in each of the last four periods the females 
exceed the males by 38, 103, 35, and 4, respectively. It is 
noticeable that, in each of the nine periods embraced in the 
table, the female decedents of British-American birth exceed 
the males, in the aggregate, by 88. 

The deaths in each month, tabulated according to sex and 
age, are exhibited in the following : — 
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An examination of the above table will make apparent 
some interesting facts. There were 774 decedents between 
5 and 20 years of age, making a little over 8 per cent. of 
the whole number that died. The number of living persons 
of that age in Boston in 1884 was about 105,640, .or 26.48 
per cent. of the entire population. According to this esti- 
mate, there was one death in each 136.48 of the total number 
of persons living who were between 5 and 20 years of age. 

Again, the number of living children under 5 years in 
1884 was about 50,000, or 12.30 per cent. of the whole popu- 
lation. This statement exhibits the fact that there were 71.60 
deaths in each 1,000 living children in Boston in 1884, who 
were under 5 years of age, or there was one death in each 14 
of the same population. 

The decedents between 20 and 50 years of age exhibit a 
like interesting phase of the mortality of the year. The 
number of persons living in 1884 who were between 20 and 
50 years of age, was about 197,876, or 49.60 per cent. of 
the entire population. The number of decedents who were 
of ages between the years named was 2,759, making the 
death-rate to be only 13.94 in 1,000, or showing that there 
was but one death in each 71.72 of all those referred to. 


TABLE VIII DEATHS IN WARDS AND PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. 


Ro Sa 6 |S 
‘ . 2 : 2m 

-lalee/#2 |a| ¢ | fe] #2 | # 
e e-| 25 34 4 a 22 33 INSTITUTIONS. a 8 
Sree oe | eel ¢ | 8 |-3s.| ss S| & 
FlaljaalaniFl a jaa lad Al «& 
— ~~ ———_—— | eS | | (ae a —_——— 

1 | 322) 3.36 | 4.07 || 14 467| 4.85] 5.51|| City Hospital. ...... 484 

2 | 375] 3.89 | 4.17 | 15 404] 4.20! 4.11]| Mass. General Hospital. . | 188 

3 | 235) 2.44 | 3.17 || 16 309] 3.21] 4.16|| Deer and Rainsford Islands| 157 | 

4.) 296) 3.07 | 3.10 || 17 264| 2.74] 3.98]| St. Mary’s Inf. Asylum. .| 108 

5 | 246) 2.56 | 3.02 || 18 212} 2.20} 3.62|| Carney Hospital ..... 84 

6 | 524) 5.45 | 4.66 || 19 480} 4,99] 5.54]} West End Nursery... .| 52 

7 | 308] 3.20 | 3.46 || 20 409| 4.25] 4.79]| Almshouses ....... 50 ( 15.06 
8 | 317) 3.29 | 3.53 21 278| 2.89} 4.05|| Murdock’s Hospital. ... | 49 | 

9 | 299) 3.11 | 3.47 || 22 281; 2.92} 3.51] Consumptives’ Home. ..] 46) | 

10 | 143] 1.49 | 3.17 | 23 292) 3.03] 3.89|| Lunatic Hospital ..... 36 | 

11 | 195] 2.03 | 4.57 || 24 | 295] 3.07] 4.65]| St. Elizabeth’s Hospital. .| 30] | 

12 | 358] 3.72 |] 4.05 | 25 178} 1.85] 1.84|| Lying-in Hospital ....] 17 | 

13 | 686] 7.13 | 5.95 Otherinstitutions. .... 148 | 

| | : 8,173 lad 100.00 1449 
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The deaths in the several wards and various public insti- 
tutions, are seen in the foregoing table. The statement of 
the comparative percentages of the deaths and the popula— 
tion in each locality is given simply as a matter of interest to 
their respective residents, except in a few instances, where 
the character of the people of one ward or district offers so 
strong a contrast to others, as to render the exhibit of 
general interest. 

The two wards of East Boston, containing about 8 per 
cent. of the population, exhibit only 7 per cent. of the 
whole mortality. 

Wards 3, 4, and 5 (Charlestown) contain about 9 per cent. 
of the population of the city. The deaths there made about 
8 per cent. of all the deaths. 

Wards 6, 7, and 8, contain about 12 per cent. of the 
population. The percentage of the mortality in these wards 
very nearly balances the percentage of the population in that 
district. A very large majority of the residents of these 
wards are of foreign birth. 

Wards 9, 10, and 11, offer a strong contrast to the three 
North end wards. These wards contain almost exclusively 
a native population, — Ward 9 embracing more than one- 
third of the entire colored population. While the residents of 
these wards make about 11 per cent. of the whole popula- 
tion, only 7 per cent. of all the deaths occurred there. 

Wards 13, 14, and 15 (South Boston), while containing 
less than 16 per cent. of the population, exhibit more than 
16 per cent. of the entire mortality. 

Only 5 per cent. of the mortality occurred in Wards 17 
and 18, which contain nearly 8 per cent. of the population. 

About 15 per cent. of the deaths occurred in the various 
public institutions. Of these 33.40 per cent. were in the 
City Hospital, 12.97 per cent. in the Massachusetts Gen- 
eral Hospital, and 10.83 per cent. in the city institutions at 
Deer and Rainsford Islands. It will thus’ be seen that of all 
who died during the year, one in 6.64 died in the several 
hospitals, almshouses, and other similar institutions. 


MortTauity OF PEOPLE OF COLOR. 


There were 261 deaths of colored people, — 137 males, and 
124 females, —an increase of seven over the number recorded 
in the preceding year. This statement shows that there were 
42.10 deaths to each 1,000 of the colored population, or there 
was one death to each 23.75 of the same. The Registrar’s 
reports, in almost every year, have noted the fact that, while 
the colored decedents exceeded the colored children born in 
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every year, the ratio of births and marriages, at the same 
time, was much larger than that of the whites, as will be 
seen by the subjoined table. 


WHITE. | COLORED. 


Birth-rate to | Marriage-rate | Death-rate to | Birth-rate to | Marriage-rate | Death-rate to 
1,000 pop. to 1,000 pop. 1,000 pop. 1,000 pop. to 1,000 pop. 1,000 pop. 


SS ey, pen ee een 


28.61 22.94 23.83 39.03 38,31 42.10 


Of the colored decedents, 22.22 per cent. died from con- 
sumption, and 13.79 per cent. died from pneumonia and 
bronchitis. On the other hand, among the whites, 16.12 per 
cent. of the decedents died from consumption, and 12.89 per 
cent. from pneumonia and bronchitis. 


CONDITION OF THE DECEDENTS. 


The number of male decedents above 20 years of age was 
2,581. Of these, 1,828, or 70.87 per cent. were, or had 
been married at the time of death. Of the female decedents 
above 20 years of age, 2,687, or 78.30 per cent. were, or 
had been married. Of the latter, 42.94 per cent., and of the 
male decedents above 20 years of age, 17.34 per cent. were 
widowed. 

The number of decedents of 20 years of age and upwards, 
with their nativities, and the ratio of those who were married, 
to the whole number, may be seen in the following table : — 


MALES FEMALES. 

Nativity. got | 8 - fp ong < 

2 B 2 2 2 B 2 

g 3 3 hy 8 mo 4c) of 

3 3 a oO 5 3 Me oO 

ete Op fe ae m1 mole ev 
RintiGed States. «a « + 0 0 6 pe ssnd Lwaoe 639 154 | 64.84 1,149 508 337 73.50 
RIG ta ss ss 0 fe 6 @ 5 0 906 582 136 79.25 1,070 450 433 82.52 
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NOTES ON THE CAUSES OF DEATH. 


The number of deaths from zymotic diseases was 2,326, 
making 24.17 per cent. of the deaths from all causes, or 
25.24 per cent. of those from disease alone. For the infor- 
mation of those who do not fully understand what is meant 
by the arrangement of the various diseases into classes, it 
may be said that it has been found useful to designate every 
disease, or cause of death, to one or other of the following 
five classes : — 

1. Zymotic. 
II. Constitutional. 


III. Local. 
IV. Developmental. 
V. Violent. 


The first class, which embraces all contagious diseases, 
although all belonging to this class are not contagious, is di- 
vided into four “orders”: miasmatic, enthetic, dietic, and 
parasitic. The second class is divided in two orders: the 
diathetic and thetubercular. This class embraces cancers, con- 
sumption, dropsy of the brain, and all scrofulous affections. 
The third class is dividedi nto eight “orders”: diseases of the 
brain and nervous system, of the circulatory, respiratory, 
digestive, urinary, generative, locomotory, and integumentary 
systems. The fourth class is divided into four classes : diseases 
of children, women, the aged, and of nutrition. The fifth 
class embraces all deaths from casualties, or violence. 

The following table exhibits the number of deaths from the 
eleven principal 
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ZYMOTIC DISEASES. 


(a 


| 


a eS : : : Pe: 

$elgela| P| ig [2 @ 

BIRTHPLACES. zo cE F 5 fe 38 < ee 8 Ee 2 3 

ea\ss| 4/2 (sa/eel s (Sd| 8 sa} 8 | s 

A |Alale e@ le le iad |e] 4 
United States. ....... 178 |188 ; 62 | 24, 17/96 | 66] 66| 2/12] 711 | 34.77 
Hoot a a ee 158 |166 | 88 | 18 | 28 | 69 |} 81 | 61 2 7 678 | 33.16 
England and Wales. ....j| 24| 22/12} 1{..} 8;11] 9 2 89 | 4.35 
SEIMEI ie sb es cs) 3 38s ° 5 6 mies caaow|) as 4 2 1 27 | 1.32 
mre america. . ....., 69 | 39.) 15 5 2} 29} 15 ; 22 1 1 198 | 9.68 
Germany and N. Europe.. .} 50 | 44/} 7] 7/ 1/138] 16/12] 1] 2] 153 | 7.48 
re... iO] Ol. 1)..} 21 2] 38] 2 22 | 1.08 
PEIN) ees. ss oe) + ee i Pars im | oie Oo: |e 19 93 
Other foreign places. .... 6/24; 4) 2 2 Bik 41 |} 2.00 
Ns Ci 33 | 69 1 1 2 1 107 | 5.23 
SRR TIBRUAT ERY ena. ota'g’ d- arte o> 498 |535 |265 | 59 | 49 |224 |198 |182 9 | 26 2,045 100.00 


Croup and Diphtheria: — There was a decrease of 119 in 
the mortality from these causes, compared with the record of 
the preceding year. These deaths make 5.18 per cent. of 
the whole number. 

There was a decrease of 31 deaths from cholera-infantum, 
diarrhea, dysentery, and cholera-morbus, the number of 
deaths being 908, making 9.44 per cent. of the entire mor- 
tality. 

There was an increase of 17 deaths from typhoid fever, 
and five from scarlatina. ‘This increase is so small as to be 
without significance. | 

There was a decrease in the mortality from whooping-cough, 
of 151 deaths, and an increase from measles of 99. 

There were 26 deaths from cerebro-spinal meningitis, one 
more than were recorded in the preceding year. 

There was but one death from small-pox (afemale), which 
occurred in April. There was also only one the preceding 
year, in May, also a female. There were 23 deaths from 
this disease during the last ten years, viz., one in 1875; 
three in 1876; six in 1877; none in 1878 and 18793; one in 
1880; six in 1881; nine in 1882, and one each in 1883 and 
1884. 

The mortality from the diseases enumerated in the fore- 
going table, make 21.25 per cent. of the whole. It will 
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also be noticed that, while nearly 35 per cent. of those who 
died from the causes above set forth were native-born, no 
less than 33 per cent. were of Irish origin. 


E 4 3 E E : Sy EE 
Warps. E é F g g : = E ae ; F 22 
25/212 /28/2/5 | 3 lee] é |e 
A 2) Ae ee 
Bene saan na Seen 24| 27 9 3 3 6 6 6 : 
CGE AEE age Shay ea Oe as 8 1 2 4 6 | a8 ; 1 
ee pe Oe oy ee 10} 15 7 5 4 6 7 1 
MES esas tpets 15 | 20 2 4 2 4 7 7 P 2 
Bic eR tee ele oe 8| 15 2 2 3 5 oe ie 1 
Pa Gee . 18 | 40 6 2 2 6 rE pry) | 2 1 
Rng ae ; 17 | 22 Pe 3 4 6 7 1 ‘ 
TE Re ay : 4] 20 2 2 3 6 8 y. eases 1 
agra ae . ss (Ake ay 6 1 9 1 4 2 2 
10 2 Gath ks 2 3 5 2 3 , 1 
Fisan 5 era At wesc Bileleti 1 2 . 2 5 1 1 ” 
Tg eens 4 ; : 12] 930 i ae 1 5 6 2 : 
195% 5 rhe 41 | -88 | 29 9 71. O01), 2240 pee ee oe 
(1k SMe Aen ts 25 : Aer 19 7 4] 19] 18 9 1 
1b ue oe Bre 527 8 2 3| 16°) 14 40ee ie 
[ee ania gay Fe ; 9] 20 7 2 6 4 2 : : 
rE pick yg Raed eg bis .s 14| 10 7 3 7 5 eg ae 
ihe ee tty aia 2 “pipet 1 1 1 4 1 3 1 2 
ES reyes nes ; 28 | 42] 15 4 4 2 9 1 
ies ca, ; : 1S eee 4 3 3 6-| 1 eee 4 
Ol: -twi caak. egaitte” 2 12) 14 5 2 6 2 gil Ava ard 
yy PORE, PE Si 12| 22 6 1 2| 5 9'| 00H Sea 1 
SOD CLES CANS EA ee 5 2 1 9 iy 3 
Ghee Fee ee or Papaya 6 1 2 5 6 rt ee 2 
Bee Son Tyee ere eet 12) 12 4 me. 2 6 1 hee ; 
Public Institutions . 51 104 4 1|- 58 | 154.) 00 3 
Total ho sel caek 498 | 5385 | 265| 59] 49] 224] 198| 182 9 26 


The above table shows the number of deaths from zymotic 
diseases in each ward. No less than 22.10 per cent. of the 
whole number occurred in South Boston; 11 per cent. in 
Wards 6, 7, and 8, and the same amount in Wards 19 and 20. 
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Less than 5 per cent. of the whole number occurred in Wards 
9,10, and 11, and 4 per cent. in Wards 17 and 18. 

The following table exhibits the percentage of deaths from 
each of the foregoing diseases, in relation to the mortality 
from all causes in each of the last ten years. 


ee ee ee ee ee ee eee eee 


Diphtheria and Croup . .| 5.17 | 6.83 | 6.42 | 8.64 | 8.88 | 7.40 | 7.62 | 6.62 |9.11 | 7.08 
Cholera-Infantum ....j| 5.56 | 5.68 | 5.54 | 4.86 | 5.96 | 5.20 | 5.14 | 7.73 |6.61 | 7.64 
Diarrh@a 5... «| 2.74) 2.79 | 2.08 | 2.54 | 2.60 | 2.49 | 2.08 2.53 2.17 | 2.29 
MPVAGIUGTY " s.v) 6 6 0 6 « 61 92 98 ; 1.02 | 1.50 | 1.52 | 2.80 | 2.28 |1.17 | 1.08 
Cholera-Morbus .....| .51 24 43 -20 45 35 21 23 | .25 | .85 
Typhoid Pever .....| 2.83 | 2.12} 2.35 | 2.33 | 1.76 | 1.57 | 1.56 | 2.16 |1.80 | 2.58 


Prime, ic sa «| 206°} 2.08 -76 30 34 | 1.92 91 1.55 |5.26 | 6.20 
Whooping-cough ....{| 1.89 -o2 .84 .62 87 11g A a I Ny a 9 45 
MESS i rs 09 | 1.11 15 yf oT 03 | 1.25 04 |} .04 18 


Cerebro-spinal Meningitis 27 | .26 28 | 19 13 .20 25 32} 16]. .45 


With the exception of the years 1876, 1880, and 1881, the 
deaths from diphtheria and croup were not far from the same 
proportion in each year. Thesame may be said of the mortality 
from cholera-infantum, with the exception of the years 1875, 
1876, and 1877, in which years the proportion of deaths from 
this cause was greater. The proportion of deaths from scar- 
latina was much larger than it was in any succeeding year. 
In 1878, 1880, 1881, and 1882, it hardly had an existence. 
Whooping-cough, measles, and cerebro -spinal meningitis , 
measured by the proportion they bore to the general mortal- 
ity, show a small mortality, but clearly uniform in their re- 
sults each year. 


CONSTITUTIONAL DISEASES. 


There were 2,403 deaths from diseases belonging to this 
class, making 24.97 per cent. of all the deaths, almost identi- 
cal with the | percentage of the preceding year. 

Oancer.— The number of deaths from this cause was 302, 
one less than was registered in 1883. As usual, the female 
decedents greatly outnumber the males, there being 208 of 
the former, and 94 of the latter. The proportion of deaths 
caused by this disease, during each of the last ten years, is 
seen in the following :— 


32 City Document No. 69. 


Years .... ++. «| 1884. | 1883. | 1882. | 1881. | 1880. | 1879. | 1878. | 1877. | 1876. | 1875. 


| | | | | | | | | 


Percent. '. <4 e's 'e -| 3.14 | 3.10 | 2.98 | 2.66 | 2.75 | 2.68 | 2.55 | 2.61 | 2.00 1.74 


The annual average of deaths from cancer was 2.62 per 
cent. One in each 23.09 of the female decedents, and one in 
51.26 of the male, died of cancer. 

The locations of the disease, except in sixteen instances, 
are given in the following table : — 


A 
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CANCERS. 
Age. Age. Age. Age. 
Males. ESVRY Lene cee (0:1 | \OtOMaCh. oie’! 14 Females. 

Ankle. .....j] 30 at CLs ae se 50 || Bladder ...| 48 
Bladder. ...| 58 Sta ae4.ey-e 70 ae . 51 || Bowels ...] 36 
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Age. 
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CANCERS. — Continued. 
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CANCERS. — Concluded. 


Age. Age. Age. Age. 

Uterus ..../| 64 || Uterus....! 57 ||Unknown...! 54 /||Unknown...| 41 
4 47 Le 45 ¢ 86 se 66 

as 62 et 47 s§ dt € 40 

ss 46 ss 31 vt 72 sf 33 

4s 37 te 28 $6 45 és 76 
s¢ 37 uf hete he $4 40 “ eres 80 

#4 « »--ej| 43 {/Unknown...| 72 ¥ - e «| @1 }} Total females. 208 


Of the males who died from cancer, in 50.42 per cent. of 
the cases the disease affected the stomach, liver and bowels. 
Of the females, in 60 cases the disease was in the uterus; 42 
in the stomach; 40 in the breast; and 19 were abdominal. 
The locations of 48 per cent. of the cancers were in the 
uterus and breast. 

Consumption. — There were 1,561 deaths from consump- 
tion in 1884, making 16.22 per cent. of all the deaths, or 
there was one death from consumption to each 6.16 deaths 
from all other causes. Of all the male decedents, one in 6.48, 
and of the female, one in 5.87, died from consumption. The 
ratio of deaths from this cause to those of all others, in each 
of the last ten years, is seen in the following : — 


MAP eid wins sy 8 1884.'| 1883. | 1882. | 1881, | 1880. | 1879. | 1878. | 1877. | 1876. | 1875. 


| | | | | | | | | ————_ 


Percent. . 1+. e-. 16.22 | 17,30 | 17.30 | 16.98 | 16.00 | 16.97 | 18,12 | 17.48 | 15.46 | 15,15 


The annual average of deaths from this cause during the 
last ten years, was 16.69 per cent. of the entire mortality. 
The ages of those who died from consumption during the 
past year are seen in the annexed table :— 
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Ages .. . .|Under15} 15 to 20.| 20 to 25.| 25 to 30.| 30 to 40.| 40 to 50.| 50 to 60. Over 60. 
POLES oe a 6 Mp) as # lhe [aaah ela ae M. ie u.| F M.| F 
Destin. «| 20} os 9] 105 0 a0] ssl an a0] asl re] soo} os 
Per cent. .. 6.21 | 8.71 14.16 15.25 24.66 13.45 9.42 8.14 


From the above it will be seen that more than half of those 
who died from consumption were between 20 and 40 years 
of age. Of the decedents under 20 years of age the females 
make 61.80 per cent., and in the two divisional periods be- 
tween 20 and 40 they make 54 per cent. Of those above 40 
years the sexes are equally divided. 

There were 206 deaths from hydrocephalus, 270 from 
marasmus, and 12 from scrofula, making 5 per cent. of the 
whole mortality. 


LocaL DISEASES. 


The number of deaths from causes comprised in this class 
was 3,075, making 37.15 per cent. of the whole number. 
There were 772 deaths from diseases of the brain and nervous 
system, making 8 per cent. of all the deaths. There is a 
striking uniformity in the mortality from these causes from 
year to year, as will be seen in the annexed table : — 


Vie@ars of sete smite os 1884. | 1883. | 1882. | 1881. | 1880. | 1879. | 1878. | 1877. | 1876. 1875. 


Pet wentsssts oS: bie th | in| 8.47 | 8.75 | 8.76 | 8.09 | 8.15 | 8.91 |10.17 | 8.86 | 8.91 


During the ten years named in the table, the deaths from 
these causes show an annual average of 8 per cent. of the 
entire mortality in each year. 

Diseases of the Circulatory System. — The weekly reports 
of deaths made from this office, show that there has been a 
large increase of the mortality from heart affections during the 
last six years, compared with the four preceding years. Last 
year there were 533 deaths attributed to these causes, mak- 
ing 5.54 per cent. of the whole number. An annual average 
of 5 per cent. of the entire mortality was from these causes, 
as seen in the annexed table: — 
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1884, | 1883. | 1882. 1881. | 1880. 1879. | 1878. | 1877. | 1876. | 1875. 


Percent. ...... | 5.54] 5.63 | 5.83 | 4.92 | 5.09 | 5.42 | 4.87 | 4.17 | 4.73 | 3.76 


ES a ee! ee 
~ 7 


Diseases of the Respiratory Organs. — The mortality from 
the various diseases belonging to this class make 14.36 per 
cent. of all the deaths. Bronchitis is the reported cause of 
248 deaths, and pneumonia of 815. The percentage of the 
whole mortality from these causes in each of the last ten 
years is given below : — 


EMT ne bs 8 sf 1884. | 1883. | 1882. | 1881. | 1880. | 1879. | 1878. | 1877. | 1876. | 1875. 


a ee ee 


Bronchitis ......j| 4.45] 3.91 | 4.89 | 4.12 | 3.99 | 3.51 | 3.34 | 2.80 | 2.82 | 2.89 


Pneumonia ....../| 847 | 8.99 | 5.83 | 8.63 | 9.32 | 8.45 | 7.57 | 6.64] 6.38 | 7.06 


Diseases of the Digestive System.—The number of deaths 
from the diseases belonging to this class was 477, making 4.96 
per cent. of all the deaths. The percentage in each of the 
past ten years is shown below : — 


SCHUA sats iwi es “ae ‘6 « 1884. | 1883, | 1882. | 1881. | 1880. | 1879. 1877. | 1876. | 1875. 


1878. 
Percent. ....... | 4.96 | 4.98 | 4.88 | 4.75 | 4.98 | 4.71 | 5.09 | 4.68 | 4.18 | 4.30 


Diseases of the Urinary Organs. —The number of deaths 
from this class of diseases was 346 (179 of which were from 
Bright's disease), making 3.60 per cent. of the entire mor- 
tality. It will be seen by the annexed table that there has 

_ been a considerable increase in the percentage of deaths from 
urinary troubles during the last ten years, that of last year 
being nearly double that of 1875. The percentages in the 
last ten years are seen in the following : — 


Ee a 1884. | 1883. | 1882. | 1881. | 1880. | 1879. | 1878. | 1877. | 1876. | 1875. 


a | | eS | Ce rn — OSO=SeO SS SO Oe 


1.95 | 1.98 
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DEVELOPMENTAL DISEASES. 


The whole number of deaths belonging to this class was 
887 (365 of which were of males, and 522 of females), mak- 
ing 9.22 per cent. of all the deaths. 

The deaths of children from causes comprised in this class 
number 482, making 5 per cent. of the entire mortality from 
all causes. Among these children were 146 instances of 
premature birth (84 males, and 62 females), four less than 
were recorded in the preceding year; 46 cases of cyanosis ; 
7 of spina-bifida, and 8 of various other malformations. 

There were 251 deaths from old age (76 were of males, and 
175 of females), an increase of 13, and making 2.61 Der 
cent. of the whole mortality. 

Diseases of Women. — There were 78 deaths from child- 

birth diseases (a decrease of 11 from the preceding yeur). 
There were also 19 deaths from puerperal fever, which 
belong to the zymotic class, but are grouped with the 
other deaths from puerperal diseases for the purpose of 
showing the aggregate mortality from these causes. The 
percentage of deaths from childbirth diseases (including 
those from puerperal fever) in each of the last ten years is 
exhibited below : — 


DATE: ccs bok wo 1884, | 1883. | 1882. | 1881. | 1880. | 1879. | 1878. | 1877. | 1876. | 1875. 


—_———————— —_——— | | 


—_—— 


Percent. ceay 1s tle) so 1.00 | 1.09 | 1.15 | 1.02 | 1.02 .98 83 62 | 1.22 | Lit 


DEATHS FROM EXTERNAL CAUSES. 


The number of deaths from violence (embracing suicides, 
homicides, sunstrokes, and cases of exposure, etc.) was 408, 
making 4.24 per cent. of all the deaths. The percentage of 
deaths from these causes in each of the preceding ten years 
is given in the annexed table : — 


PCAY Are as tis yeiew ie ax ty 1884. | 1883. | 1882. | 1881. 1880 | ro. 1878, | 1877. | 1876. | 1875. 


ef ee 


i a i fs —— | 


POV Conte tuts tne ieite | 4.25 | 4.88 | 4.72 | 4.12 3.83 28 | 3.74 | 4.07 | 4.82 | 3.99 


The nature of the accidents, in all except nineteen instances, 
is shown in the following table : — 
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There were 67 deaths from accidents on railroads (an 
increase of 17); 42 from drowning (a decrease of 14) ; 38 
from burns and scalds (an increase of four) ; 16 from falling 
down stairs; and 13 from sunstroke, making 51.61 per cent. 
of the whole number of accidental deaths. 

Suicides. — The number of deaths of this character was 
54,—43 males and 11 females, — an increase of eight. The 
various modes of effecting self-destruction were the follow- 
ing: By shooting, 14; by drowning, 11; by hanging, 4; 
by jumping from windows, 4; by cutting throat, 2: by 
mutilation, 1; on railroad, 1; and by various poisons, it 


CHOLERA IN BOSTON. 


In view of the probable appearance of Asiatic cholera 
in Boston the present year, it may interest many to learn 
something of its ravages during each of the three years of its 
former visits. Its first appearance in Boston was in 1882, 
and the first two deaths occurred on the 15th of August, and 
the last one on the 30th of November, making 73 deaths in 
all. The official records of deaths prior to 1849 contain 
only the name and age of the decedent, with the date and 
cause of death, and place of burial; so that it is impossible 
to give, from them, the locality where the disease appeared, 
and where its ravages were the most extensive. 

The second appearance of the cholera was in 1849, the 
first death occurring on the 3d of June. The victim was a 
Scotchman, a carpenter on board of the barque “ Argyle.” — 
This was followed by the death of two seamen belonging to 
the same vessel, on the following day, and another of the 
crew on the 5th, at No. 1 Wharf street. The disease dis- 
appeared on the 30th of September, having carried off 610 
persons. 

Its third and last appearance was in 1854, and the first 
death occurred on the 10th of June, on Fleet street, and the 
last one on the 31st of October. The whole number of deaths 
from this cause in 1854 was 260. The following table gives 
the number of deaths on each day of the three years in which 
it appeared in Boston : — 
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yesu. || qeaes |! ads4: 1832. | 1849. 1854." 
e|..! 2 Peet odes Aah ae . PIN Sag ek : 
1 ‘mel 1) af10]| . | 2} 8 1 iy {3s 1| 18] 4 2 
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12|.| 3} 11.}. || 2] 1/23] 5}} 2] 4] 2/ al] 28 1| 7 5| 16 3| 2| 3 
13) .|.| 2).{.|{.| sizel al]. | ala}. |] 20 1} 2). ||. cE 3| 3)/.| 1 
w|i}. altel a}! af a} 4} a! a0 |. 1}. |}. | 2! 21] a} a] 2 
15) 2| 2). 1\14| al 2] 2) 1 31 [ls eis 3} 2|.] 1 
16} . 1}. - | 3/14) 7}| 2} 2| 3} 1 
eae Tot. | 2]13|30)22| 6)| 8|52 414|136||30] 101) 101|25| 3 


Prior to 1860, physicians were not required to certify to 
the cause of death ; therefore it is quite probable that in some 
instances the reported causes of death may be inexact. It is 
also likely that some may have died of cholera who were 
returned as having died of cholera morbus, or of diarrhea 
or dysentery. Or, possibly, some cases may have been re- 
ported as cholera which, at the present time, would have 
been returned simply as cholera morbus. In 1849 there 
were 118 deaths from diarrhwa; 47 from cholera morbus ; 
and 277 from dysentery ; making an aggregate of 442 deaths 
from these three causes in that year. In 1854 the deaths 
from diarrhea were 54; from cholera morbus, 23; and from 
dysentery, 149, making an aggregate of 226 deaths. 

In several years since 1854, there have occurred cases of 
sporadic cholera, which have exhibited all the peculiar 
characteristics of Aszatic cholera. These have been so few 
that it was not thought of sufficient importance to place them 
in the foregoing table. 
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The undersigned would respectfully refer to the communi- 
cation that he had the honor recently to address to the City 
Council in reference to the expediency of having prepared 
classified indices for the records of births, marriages, and 
deaths. The period which the records cover is between 
1849 and 1881. At the time when the indices now in use 
were prepared the population of the city was small, com- 
pared with its present size, and the number that had occasion 
to consult them were so few that little or no inconvenience 
was experienced. Now, however, those who have occasion 
to visit the office are so numerous, much time is necessarily 
consumed in each case, while others are, in the meanwhile, 
correspondingly delayed. Besides this, the office accommo- 
dations are so restricted as seriously to interfere with the 
proper performance of the work of its occupants. In con- 
sideration of these facts, the undersigned would respectfully 
ask an early consideration of this matter by the City Council. 


One of the many difficulties experienced by a registration 
officer in a large city, is in his inability to convince some 
persons of the impropriety of having their own proper names 
transformed into some nonsensical appellative that their own 
parents would not recognize. The ingenuity displayed in 
the selection of many of these names is a matter for wonder, 
and exhibits a capacity for invention that is truly marvellous. 

Another and a more serious annoyance consists in the mis- 
representations often made by parties applying for what are 
termed marriage licenses. False names, ages, and other 
misrepresentations of facts required by law to be registered 
before marriage, are unhesitatingly given, and the necessary 
paper obtained. Minors will appear with forged consents to 
their marriage from their parents. Others have deliberately 
made oath to statements which subsequently have been 
proved to be untrue. Others, whose ages could not be 
doubted, have personated minors, and thus obtained what 
the parties themselves could not, had they applied in 
person. 

Another and a more common difficulty consists in the 
liability to incorrect registration. This is particularly so in 
regard to foreign names, although English ones do not 
altogether escape. Instances have been known where the 
descendants of foreigners have fallen heirs to property, but 
have failed to secure it because of their inability to prove 
their identity by reason of the change that had previously, 
through ignorance, or carlessness, been made in their names. 

The following list of names, taken at random from several 
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hundreds of similar ones, will show how hard those who re- 
ported them must have labored to get them wrong. If the 
descendants of all named in the list had fallen heirs to 
property, and the record had been made as the deaths were 


reported, in no more than three or four instances could the 


heirs prove their title, if no other proof than the record 
could be secured. 


Reported. Recorded. Reported, Recorded. 
Murello Guanio. . .. . Giovanni Murello. | Michael Rusanno. . . . Michael Uisciano. 
Kate Weber. ..., . .Kate Saartweber. | Christiana Marshall. . .. . Chr, de Souza, 
Oliva Gennard....... Gennaro Oliva. | Frances King. ... . . Frances Joaquina. 
Joseph Haukam..... Joseph Hendrick. | Osala Cadagana.... .Ursola Caggiano. 
Fred Cheffers. ... . red Schaefer. | VienzoPuria. . . Vincenzo Paluncic Pulja. 
Vittoria Jovanni... "» Vittoria Dell’offano. | Maggie Fredericks. . , . Domenica Sorto. 
Mary Egirome. ...... . Mary Girone. |} Caroling Gruno..... Carolina Giannino. 
Louis Rogers. .,.. . Louis Ruggiero. | Joseph King. ... . . Joaquim Braganza. 
BIGBPETOOUG soe ies eel oe Eleazer Cobe. | Louis Rogers. ..... . . Louis Raggio. 


Michael Daughi . . « » Michael Vaughan. | Helen Sutherland. . . Helen Svenderlund, 


Respectfully submitted, 


N. A. APOLLONIO, 
City Registrar. 


City Reeistrar’s Orrice, May 18, 1885. 
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BOSTON, 


ANNUAL REPORT 


erry REGISTRAR, 
BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS, 


CITY OF BOSTON, 


For the Year 1885. 


To the Honorable City Council: — 


_** The City Registrar shall annually, in the month of February, report 
to the City Council a statement of the number of births, of notices of 
intentions of marriage, of marriages solemnized, and of deaths recorded, 
during the previous year; with such other information and suggestions 
in relation to said matters as he may deem useful.” — Ordinance. 

In accordance with the above ordinance, the undersigned 
herewith respectfully submits a detailed report of the births, 
marriages, and deaths in the city of Boston during the year 
1885, accompanied by such suggestions as may serve to 


direct attention to the matters presented. 


POPULATION OF Boston. 


The result declared by the State census of 1885 was, to 
many, a surprise; and it is still difficult for those to believe 


in its accuracy. In 1850 the aggregate population of the 


three cities and three towns now comprising the city of 
Boston was 182,786. In 1860 the population had grown 
to 247,496, exhibiting an annual increase of 3.54 per 
cent., or 35.40 per cent. during the decade. At the end of 


J 
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the following ten years, embracing the period of the civil 
war, the increase had been only 18.18 per cent., or 1.81 per 
cent. yearly. During the succeeding decade the increase 
was 24.00 per cent., or 2.40 annually. Finally, the census 
of 1885 is made to show that the increase of the population 
during the five years ending at that time had increased only 
1.51 per cent. yearly. 

It is no uncommon occurrence, however, fora city or town 
to have its population overestimated. This has been the case 
with Boston. In 1875 the population was declared to be in 
some quarters no less than 375,000, while the census of 1880 
showed that it was only 362,839 in the latter year. Again, 
in 1883, it was very positively set as high by some as 420,000, ~ 
and by others at 430,000. 

Notwithstanding these guesses and conjectures it is diffi- 
cult to believe that some error has not been made in the 
recent enumeration: either that the canvass took place at an 
inopportune time, or those who were employed in the work 
had not sufficient experience for the task. Perhaps both of 
these suggestions may be correct. It is quite certain, how- 
ever, that a lar ge portion of the permanent population of the 
city had not returned from their summer exodus while the 
canvass was in progress, which will readily account, in some 
measure, for the supposed deficit. 


Brrrus in 1885. 


The number of births registered in 1885 was 11,496, 
an increase of 17 only over the number recorded in the 
preceding year, which shows that there was born one living 
child to each 33.96 of the entire population. If the still- 
births (numbering 523) are added to the living births, the 
ratio will be 1 in 32.48. In 1850 and 1855 (both census 
years) the birth-rate was 1 in 26.20, and 27.46 respectively. 
These two instances, compared with the birth-rate of 1885, 
and with those of several preceding years, indicate the great 
change that has taken place in this important matter. 

By reference to Table I. it will be seen that the number of 
children born of foreign fathers (including half of those 
whose fathers are recorded as of unknown nativity) was 
6,810. In 1880 the total foreign population of Boston was 
114,151. The official statement of the foreign population in 
1885 has not yet appeared; but, assuming the number to be 
in the same proportion in 1885 as it existed in 1880, the 
population in the first-named year could not be far from 
118,949. This estimate shows that the number of children 
born of foreign fathers was in the ratio of 1 in each 17.47 of 
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the foreign population. On the other hand, the number of 
ss children who had native fathers was 4,686, which was in the 
ratio of 1 in 57.93 of the entire native population. It may 
be a question whether this method of comparison is altogether 
a reasonable one, when it is remembered that a very large 
‘number of the fathers who are tabulated as natives are but 
one degree removed from a foreign origin, and might very 
properly be assigned to the latter class, which would di- 
minish, in some degree, the birth-rate of this class, and corre- 
spondingly i increase that of the former. 

By a farther examination of table L. it will be seen that the 
number of children born whose parents were both natives 
Gineluding 307 of native mothers, but whose fathers are 
recorded as of unknown nativity) was 3,505, showing a 
ratio of one birth in each 77.45 of the estimated native popu- 
lation of 271,457. In contrast to this the births of children 
_ of Irish parents were 1 in 30.60 of the Irish population. Of 
those of English origin the ratio was 1 in 19.60; of Scotch, 
ean 29.25 ; Of British American, 1 in 22.66, ate of German 
and Scandinavian parentage, 1 in 14.32. In connection with 
this subject, exhibiting wide differences in race fecundity, 
attention is called to an article written by Dr. Nathan Allen, 
which recently appeared in the “New England Medical 
Monthly,” under the caption of “Laws of Maternity.” In 
this article Dr. Allen says: “It is well known that the birth- 
rate in New England has fallen off surprisingly within fifty 
years. . .. The birth-rate of France is the lowest of any 
European nation, but ours is lower than even the French, — 
the lowest of any civilized people on the globe.” As this 
condition is that of the native population only, the question 
that Dr. Allén asks is a significant one: ‘ Now, what does 
this low birth-rate mean, and how can it be explained?” 

In 1850 the cities and towns now comprising the city of 
Boston contained an aggregation population of 182,786. 
The total number of births in these places during that year 
was 6,925, being in the ratio of one birth in each 26.39 of 
the population. The birth-rate in 1885 (1 in 33.96) shows 
the great change that has occurred during the last thirty or 
forty years. 


City Document No. 143. 


ctL | 6 


Ld nN nN ei ine) nN 
sH 
N 
v2) 
wo 


ool rps Z at = Zz an a 
conte Prat seely weet] Eis eect 
ot | a. eee ee ee 


a TR mR o) = 

5 Pe eeeoe Terrase mao we dee a ee he else te 

on tae] ¢ a] ° 4 ° ad © 

o= Bi wa am} 2 ee 2 = > 2 — 

oreeicr es Maes, jn see ey) pee BP eof Bole g ai = | &@ | 6 

*s[B}0 6 |ee" es | & a ; i eae. B : @ FS E21 8 = 5 

25) Ee ae » | 8 appt PSA al Ba Bo jan 5 B | 8 ee) ee ee 
ads: ee.) P| F pe he Bare | aeons ot 

: eo ; 


“SUPHLOF LO SHOVIdH LAI 


7 "S88I NI NOLSOd NI SHLUIA “I WIAVL 


| T fort : de. or |.st.-| 18. tot vat [sr oN yest rat 


retort) 6 
. 


PESTS i ae An) ell ere ee eee Te Set aoa 
oo 

. 7 
‘FIIs PA ee ey ee rns e Ik SIRS 


— 


OLT 
1h 


sp EN leant A Sora D se! 
ee eee eas ee oe 3 


~ 


4 


RD Mr 
+ + gaoepd uiyox03 10MN10 
"+ + puvjodg pue vissny 
le We NRA ae elLysny 
ace eee ¢ © teSnqiog 
sete ee ee ee Kreny 
ee ee ee 8 © pueToOH 
ses se * puyprezIMg 
tee eee + omen 
sels ¢ s-& osrguTaayT 
exe eee e 8 Rate SBME 
os shes e+) GOpOeg 
af oe 51+ #8 LP ULIOL) 
79 * yoLomYy qsnig 
see ee + 8 © puEpoog 
see eee 8s poe sug 
aie 2 by Se 8 6 HEBTOLL 


ae eae * gsaqzeig poyug 


‘SHAHLV JO SHOVICHLUIG 


Ciry ReEGIstTRAR’s REPORT. 5 


The foregoing table exhibits very clearly the mixed char- 
acter of our population. The increasing number of births of 
children of Italian, and Russian, and Polish nativities, as 
seen in each year’s report, indicates a large accession to our 
population from these nations. There was an increase of 46 
in the number of children born of Italian parentage, and 32 
of children of Russian and Polish origin, compared with the 
record of the preceding year. 


CoLoRED BIRTHS. 


The statistics of birth, among the colored portion of the 
population in 1885 exhibit the same peculiarity that has been 
seen every year, viz.: the fact that the colored births are 
outnumbered by the colored deaths. The number of children 
of this race born in 1885 was 183, a decrease of 59 from the 


number registered in the preceding year. Estimating the 


colored population in 1885 at 6,200, (it was 6,013 in 1880,) 
there was one colored birth to each 33.88 of the colored in- 
habitants. The ratio among the whites was 1 in 33.96, — 
almost identical with that of the other class. 


STILL—BIRTHS. 


The number of children born dead was 523, an increase of 
seven. Of the whole number 300 were males, 216 were 


females, and the sex of seven was unknown. The ratio of 


dead-born children to those born alive was 1 in 21.96. In 
In 12 instances twins were born; in 17, the children 
were colored. In 190 cases the mothers were native- 
born; in 160, they were Irish; in 17 they were English ; 
in three, Scotch; in 70, British American; in 18, Ger- 
man; in 10, Italian; in four, Portuguese; and in 51, 
various foreign nativities. ‘The ratio of still-born children to 
those born alive, according to the nativity of the mothers, is 
shown in the following : — 


=| 
S ° 
Ss g 
me ° co) 
: 3) 
P e = = 
Native. : a s | 3 | op 
ee oO g Ss 5 
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‘Lin 17.64 1 in 19.46 | 1 in 26.53 | 1 in 42.33 | 1 in 22.24 | 1 in 36.89 | 1 in 27.40] 1 in 27.50 
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Twin Birrus. 


There were 85 cases of twin births, in three of which the 
children were colored. ‘The ratio of plural births to single 
ones was 1 in 133.25. In 27 instances. both children were 
males;.in 21 both were females. There was a male and a 
female in each of the remaining 37 instances. The nativi- 
ties of the mothers were: Native, 34; Irish, 31; British 
American, 6; and Italian, four. 


ILLEGITIMATE BIRTHS. 


The number of children born in 1885 whose fathers were 
unknown was 661, making 5.75 per cent. of all the children 
born during the year. If the still-born children, found on 
vacant lands and in other places, (152 in number, ‘and which 
were probably illegitimate, ) were added to the first-mentioned 
number, the list of births of this character would, indeed, bea 
formidable one. Assuming, however, that the 661 children 
whose fathers were an rowen are illegitimate, the fact be- 
comes patent, that for every 17.39 children born in Boston 
in 1885 one was illegitimate. No less than 29.35 per cent. 
of these children died during the year. 

The daily average of living births was 31.49; and, includ- 
ing the still-births, the average was 32.93. 

The number of births in each month is shown in the 
following table : — 


Births. Births. Births. Births. Births. Births. 
January ..973|March . .958/May .. .905|July . .1,008/Sept.. . .973| Nov. . . .979 
February . .906/April. . .874|/June . . .892}August.1,018/Oct. . . 1,023} Dec. . . . 987 


The daily average of births in each month is seen in the 
following : — 


Jan. | Feb. | Mar. | April.| May. | June.| July. | Aug. | Sept. | Oct.| Nov. | Dee. 


81.39 | 32.36 | 30.90 | 29.13 | 29.19 | 29.73 | 32.51 | 32.84 | 32.43 | 33. | 32.63 | 31.84, 


The following table exhibits the increase and decrease of 


births in the several wards compared.with the record of 
the preceding year; also the changes that have occurred in 
the same places during the last five years. The two wards 
of East Boston, the three of Charlestown, and the three of 
South Boston are grouped together in their several localities. 
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POPULATION. 
3 | 2 - $ | ¢ : Be Be As 
EB la lela E a ilelall & |4&|A lel 4 
Jand2| 805} .|62|| 7 | 276| 8]. || 1ana2|1,493| . | 17| 302 
3,4,5| 976| 45 18; | 285 1-8 3, 4,5 | 3,942 18} 999 
6| 739 65 19- | 690 | 17 6 | ~340 19| 606 
7| 542| 22] . 20 | 555|13| . 7 517 | 20| 3,602 
8| 631] 71 21 | 357 | 24 Siwy 806 | 21| 909 
9| 275) . | 28 22 | 533| 7]. 9| . | 1,372] 22] 3,123 
fein Re| sh 16 23 | 472/34]. 10| . | 1,758 | 23] 3,892 
' at} om} . | 26 24 | 504| . | 79 "41 / 1,263] . | 24! 4,629 
12| 340| . | 23 25 | 235 | 24|. 12|-.. 851 | 25] 1,835 
13, 14,15| 1,931) . | 5 || Institutions | 602] . | 4 |/13, 14, 15| 5,165 
16} 449| .]. 11,496 16 | 1,271 


By an examination of the foregoing table it will be seen 
that while East Boston added 1,493 to its population between 
1880 and 1885, the number of births there in the latter year 
was 39 less than in the former. 
~ Wards 3, 4, and 5 (Charlestown) added 3,942 to its popu- 
lation during the five years named; but the births there last 
year were only 45 more than they were in 1880. On the 


other hand, while the North-End wards (6, 7, and 8) suffered 
-a decrease of 983 from their aggregate population in 1880, 


the number of births in those wards in 1885 was 232 greater 
than it was in 1880. 

Wards 9, 10, and 11 lost during the five years 1,867 
from their aggregate population ; and there was a decrease 
of 165 births during the same period. 

Wards 12 and 16, adjoining each other, and containing a 
large foreign element, added only 420 to its population in 
five years; while the births in those wards in 1885 were,75 
less than they were in 1880. 

During the five years before named there were added to the 
population of the three wards of South Boston (13, 14, and 
15) 5,165, an increase of 9.16 per cent. The births there 
in 1885 exceeded the number in 1880 by 140, or an increase 
of 7.82 per cent. 

Wards 17 and 18 added 1,301 to their population in five 
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years ; but there were only three more children born in those 
wards in 1885 than were born in 1880. 

Grouping the seven southern wards together (19, 20, 21, 
22, 23, 24, and 25), it will be seen that those localities had 
received during the preceding five years no less than 18,096 
inhabitants, being an increase of no less than 17.17 per cent. 
during that period. Notwithstanding this large addition to 
the ageregate population of those seven wards, the number 
of births there in 1885 was 39 less than it was in 1880. 

The excess of births over the deaths in each of the last 
thirty-seven years is seen in the following table. ‘The records 
of the births during the preceding forty-eight years, if any 
were kept, have long since disappeared. In 1849 the regis- 
tration law was revised, and the present method of recording 
births, marriages, and deaths introduced. 


ea he a of Sao tafe s |) 2 | 4 

YEARS gq pe ® YEARS.| 3 a} YEaARS.|] a 4 ® 

is = 3 : 3 © 2 3 3) 

q o 4 m © 4 & o 4 

—Q QA ea} jee QA <a) —Q A ia) 
1849. . 5,068 | 5,079 1862) 5,258 | 4,120 | 1,188 || 1875. . | 11,020] 8,958 | 2,062 
1860... 5,279 | 3,667 | 1,612 1863 se 5,255 | 4,699 556 ||} 1876. . | 10,773) 8,203 | 2,570 
Slips be 5,338 | 3,855 | 1,483 || 1864. . 4,992 | 5,111 1877. . | 10,580) 7,284 | 3,246 
Booey e 5,308 | 3,786 | 1,572 || 1865. . 5,275 | 4,541 734 ||1878. . | 10,185) 7,677 | 2,508 
1858... 5,596 | 4,284 | 1,812 '| 1866. . 5,543 | 4,379 | 1,164 |; 1879. . | 10,200) 7,435 | 2,765 
1854... . 5,688 | 4,441 | 1,247 || 1867. . 5,893 | 4,421 | 1,472 || 1880. . | 10,654) 8,612 | 2,042 


1856. . | 5,922 | 4,253 | 1,669 || 1869. . | 7,405 


1855. . | 5,816 | 4,080 |1,7386 || 1868. . | 7,102 | 5,519 | 1,583 }}1881. . | 10,536) 9,097 | 1,433 
5,523 | 1,882 |}1882. . } 10,986) 9,015 | 1,971 


1857. . | 5,881 | 3,958 | 1,723 || 1870. . | 8,092 | 6,098 | 1,994 |/1883. . | 11,302} 9,747 | 1,555 
1258. . | 5,597 | 3,840 | 1,757 || 1871. . | 8,555 ' 5,888 | 2,667 || 1884. . | 11,479} 9,622 ! 1,857 
1859. . | 5,895 | 3,788 | 2,157 || 1872. . | 9,270 | 8,090 | 1,180 |/1885. . | 11,496} 9,622 | 1,874 . 
1860. . | 5,765 | 4,590 | 1,375 ||} 1873. . | 9,688 | 7,869 | 1,819 

1861. . | 5,789 | 3,965 | 1,824 || 1874. . | 11,717} 7,812 | 3,905 


_ It will be noticed that in two years (1849 and 1864) the 
deaths exceeded the births, — in the first year by 11, and in 
the second by 119. The difference in the first-named year 
may be owing to the circumstance that the new method of 
canvassing for births was for the first time employed in that 
year. Another reason may be that the cholera and diarrheal 
diseases generally prevailed at that time. The excess of 
deaths over the births in 1864, and the small excess of births 


in 1863 and 1865, may be readily accounted for by the 


absence of a large portion of the male population in the 
army, which had not wholly dissolved. In 1874, in which 
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7 year Charlestown, West Roxbury, and Brighton were annexed 
to Boston, the births exceeded the deaths by 3,905. ‘The six 


following years, and 1859 and 1871, were the only other 
years in the whole fifty in which the excess of births over 
the deaths was as high as 2,000. 


MARRIAGES IN Boston 1n 1885. 


The number of marriages returned and recorded in 1885 
was 4,717, an increase of 93 over the number registered in 
1884, but only 15 more than were solemnized in 1883. This 
number includes 456 couples belonging to Boston, who were 
married in other towns in the State. The number of inten- 
tions of marriage registered during the year was 4,776, so 
that there were 59 more of the latter than of marriages 
recorded. This difference will be somewhat lessened during 
the year by returns from delinquent clergymen, of whom 
there is always a considerable number. The ratio of mar- 
riages (or persons) to the whole population was 1 in 41.38. 
This marriage rate, compared with that of each of the seven 
preceding census years, will show the change that has 
occurred in this matter within the last thirty-six years. The 
years mentioned are used because the population in each of 
those years is accurately stated; and it may be assumed 
that each one of the intervening years would exhibit a grad- 
ual decrease in the marriage rate. ‘The change alluded to is 


seen in the following : — 


Year. 1850. 1855. 1860. 1865. 1870. 1875. 1880. 1885. 


Ratio. . . . {1 in 27.32/1 in 27.69]1 in 33.25/1 in 34.00/1 in sgt by in 46.00/1 in 45.35)1 in 41.38 


The number of marriage licenses issued, and the number 
of marriages recorded in each month, are shown.in the fol- 
lowing table : — 


5 3 | ra a me n 5 ao 
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A & | & A 8 a = 2 a a 2 3 
= 4 | 3 4 | 3 4 i = 4 | 
onan, . .| 408 379 || April 427 442 ||July 336 S22 OG? 557 535 
Feb. ..| 321 | 373 ||May. .| 343 | 313 ||Aug. .| 335 | 329 |/Nov. .| 487] 558 
MSE. «.< 246 192 ||June . 439 456 ||Sept. . 487 462 '|Dec. . 390 356 
Totals. | 975 | 944.|| Totals | 1,209 | 1,211 || Totals | 1,148 | 1,113 || Totals | 1,434 | 1,449 
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The marriage licenses issued, and the marriages solem- 
nized in the last quarter, largely outnumber those of any 
other quarter. October and November were the favorite 
months of those who married during the year, as no less 
than 23.17 per cent. of the marriages were solemnized in 
those months. March and May appear to possess less 
attractions for those interested in matrimony than any other 
months. 

The daily average number of marriages during the year 
was 12.92. The daily average in March was 6.19; in 
November, 18.60. In the first quarter, 10.49; in the second, 
13.313; in the third, 12.10; and in the fourth, 15.75. 


TABLE II. MARRIAGES IN 1885. 


BIRTHPLACES OF THE BRIDES. 


3 d 
: a 
BIRTHPLACES OF THE ‘A ie = |S 2 | § 
G = a a | 2 ee 
ROOMS. D ; ae a a “we 8 ‘ 
S| 2 |38| 2 )-2 | $a) 58). 
pm ae bh S s ms % a om 8 as 
a > =| . S) 
515 (a) a (ao) OR See 
iaited States ose csle' 2,011 190 63 16 344 20 20 | 2,664 | 56.47 
FRSA S isl yo cop ie Bu relic eo jenioge ts 1d0 te JOko 8 6 47 1 2| 840| 17.81 
England and Wales ..... 17 30 37 2 46 4 Ey 39h 4.18 
SIGOLIANIC nie tates rome ices Dees Me 21 = 7 15 18 2 1 68 | 1.44 
British America... ... . 173 35 12 5 282 iL 2 510 | 10.81 
Germany and North’n Europe AT 6 iplisene=4 13 | 187 6| 266} 5.64 
Other foreign places. .... 55 if 2s etc 14 9 85 | 172] 3.65 
MP Otale oak Set ois ne te ea 2,517} 915| 186] 44; 764] 224] 117 | 4,717 
IRGC hICONts iad aite ike we tens - | 53.36 | 19.40 | 2.88 93 | 16.20} 4.75 | 2.48]. . . | 100.00 


It will be seen by the above that 56.47 percent. of the grooms, 
and 53.36 per cent. of the brides, were born in the United 
States. Although this shows that more than half of those 
married were native-born, it should not be forgotten that a 
very large portion of this number are not far removed from 
a foreign origin, and that they possess various foreign char- 
acteristics. "The number of marriages of which one or both 
of the parties were foreign-born was 2,706, making 57.37 
per cent. of the whole number. 
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TABLE III. AGES OF THE PARTIES MARRIED. 


oe 


AGES OF THE BRIDES. 


AGES OF THE GROOMS. ‘ 3 3 ¢ 3 3 3 4 F 
ee aed ee 
=) - a mr) = =) ie) ia oe 

Jnder2l years.....+.. 9 54 Sheek bs veta bs eho hate « 69} 1.46 
PN iia 6h of owe ae 43 | 1,095 | 165 ZU io etach be elie ets Mil joeeele een 
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SIMEON cline 2G) + sre le 0, 5 340 |} 444 384 TS | Ata les Leh. 188th Zo; ke 
GRRE DEMO eel rosie 4; 0. 14.75. 0 8) 1 35 50 138 63 eh oles 290 6.15 
SE Rae als ae eee | eo 1 6 38 50 Oh ar ge 106 2.25 
SUNT ailet>s nda’ cs sss 6” dae 1 a! 9 9 14 3 37 .78 
EMUIM aE hs. bins a eee oe cs oe 2 2 3 1 8 7 

ibe k es > «| 76) 2,641/1,240] 684| 140] 31 5 | 4,717 


Percent. ......../| 1.63 | 53.86 | 26.28 | 14.50 | 2.96 67 -10 |. . . {100.00 


Of the 69 grooms under 21 years of age, 49 were 20 
years of age; 16 were 19; and four were 18. One of 
these minors married a bride between 30 and 40. There 
were 76 instances in which the brides were under 18 years 
of age. Of these, 56 were 17 years of age, and 20 were 16. 

The foregoing table shows that 61.12 per cent. of the 
grooms and 40.78 of the brides were between 25 and 40 
years of age at the time of marriage. 

The predilections of some of the candidates for matrimony 


are seen in the following table : — 


AGES. AGES. AGES. AGES. 
Grooms. Brides. | Grooms. Brides. | Grooms. Brides. | Grooms. Brides. 
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By the foregoing it will be seen that one groom of 44 | 
years and another of 42 were united to brides of 18 years ; 
another groom of 40 to a bride of 16. A still more curious 
case is that of a groom of 29 who was married to a bride of 
66, —37 years older than himself. Another youth of 20 
married a bride 15 years older than himself. 


TABLE IV. NUMBER OF TIMES MARRIED. 


BRIDES. 
GROOMS. 

First. Second. Third. Fourth. Totals. 

First’ marriage ..... - 3,784 257 HO ee 4,045 
MEGORd Pere Fem Lee Het. Me Le 444 170 9 7 624 
Aird eee | ict tee yeas 25 17 2. on ee 44 - 
MOUrthy ys Be cellebe eG ue 1 1 2) 4 Se ee 4 
LOIS teres sete “Sane 4,254 445 17 1 4,717 


Of the whole number of marriages 85.75 per cent. of the 
grooms, and 90.13 per cent. of the brides, were first mar- 
riages of each. Of the grooms 624 were widowers; 44 
had been twice widowers ; and 4 had lost their wives a third 
time. Of the brides 445 were widows; 17 were widows 
twice; and 1 only a third time. 

There were 95 marriages, of which both parties were col- 
ored, and 19 where the grooms were white, and the brides 
colored. The ratio of colored marriages (that is, where one 

both parties were colored) was 1 in 27.19 of the colored 
population. The ratio among the whites was 1 in 41.73. 

There was a marriage of a Japanese of 20 years to an 
American girl of 18; and another of a Chinese of 30 to an > 
American woman of 24. 

In 685 instances the brides were older than the grooms. 


THe Morrauity oF 1885. 


There were 9,622 deaths registered in Boston during the 
year 1885, — the precise number that occurred in the preced- 
ing year, — making the death-rate, so called, 24.64 deaths 
in 1 5000 of the population, as given in the census of last 
year. If the deaths from external causes be excluded the 
death-rate from disease alone was 23.68. The above state- 
ment differs but slightly from what might have been said rel- 
ative to the death-rate of Boston for the last thirty or forty 


years, except when epidemics prevailed. Although the 
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number of deaths in 1884 and 1885 was the same, the mor- 
tality of the latter year was relatively less than that of the 
preceding year, to the extent of the natural increase that 
may be supposed to have occurred. There was a very 
marked difference, however, between the mortality during 
the first five months of the two yeas. In the first five months 
of 1884 there were 3,711 deaths, making 38.57 per cent. of 
all the deaths in that year. In the corresponding five 
months of 1885 there were 4,279 deaths (exceeding those of 
the preceding year by 568), making 44.47 per cent. of the 
deaths in that year. This great difference in the mortality 
of the two years, during corresponding seasons, was wholly 
owing to the prevalence of pneumonia, which proved ex- 
tremely fatal in the period named. Of the 976 deaths from 
pneumonia in 1885, no less than 679 (69.57 per cent. of the 
whole number) occurred during the first five months of the 
- year. 


INFANTILE MortTa.iry. 


The mortality among children in Boston has always been 
regarded as large, although no one has attempted to set 
forth what proportion it should bear to the entire mortality. 
The deaths of children under one year in Boston in 1885 made 
22.35 per cent. of all the deaths. During the preceding 
twenty years the annual average infantile mortality made 
24.60 per cent. of the mortality of the years of that period. 
During the six years ending with 1875 the annual average 
mortality of infants was 27.31 per cent. in each of those 

years. ‘The annual average for the ten years ending with 
1885 was 23.14 per cent. 

There were 8,153 deaths in Baltimore in 1885, making 
the death-rate there to be 19.54 in each 1,000 of the estimated 
population of 417,220, exceeding that of Boston, according 
to the last census, by nearly 27,000. While the number of 
‘deaths in Baltimore was 1,469 less than occurred in Boston, 
the mortality among children in the former place made 26.93 
per cent. of all the deaths in that city, nearly five per cent. 
larger than occurred in Boston, and larger even than that of 
New York. A similar difference, although not so striking, 
is seen in both cities relative to the deaths of children under 
five yearsofage. In Baltimore the mortality among children 
under five years of age in 1885 made 39.59 per cent. of all the 
deaths ; while in Boston the percentage was 36. This rate, 
however, was the lowest that has occurred in Boston in the 
last forty years; and in only eight years of the whole period 
named had the ratio been less than 40 per cent. of the mor- 
tality of the same years. 
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DEATHS OF PEOPLE OF COLOR. 


Among the many facts connected with the subject of vital 
statistics none are more interesting than those connected with 
the colored part of the community. One of the facts exhib- 
ited each year in Boston is, that the deaths of colored per- 
sons each year exceeds the colored births. In 1885 there 
were 249 colored decedents, and 183 colored births, the 
former exceeding the latter by 66. This exhibits a death- 
rate among the colored people of 40.16 in 1,000. Until 
very recently this curious fact was supposed to be witnessed 
only in the uncongenial climate of the North. The report 
of births, marriages, and deaths in Baltimore in 1885 states 
that the number of colored deaths in that city in that year was 
1,829, and the number of births 1,279, showing an excess of 
deaths over the births of 550. Unless a very large number of 
colored births in that city escaped registration, (which is 
probably the case,) the difference existing in Boston relative 
to colored deaths and births cannot be explained by climatic 


considerations. 


DEATHS OF MARRIED PERSONS. 


The number of those who had been married at the time 
of death was 4,066, and made 42.26 per cent. of all who 
died during the year. ‘The number of those above 20 years 
of age was 5,379 ; of these 75.59 per cent. had been married. 
The following table exhibits the number of decedents above 
20 years of age, according to their nativities, with the per- 
centages of those who were married : — 


MALES. FEMALES. 

NATIVITY. 7 3 S # 5 = Fs 2 

o 2 -4 o o = ° ry 

2/213 1s |) 3 oe 

= a = By > = Ay 
TED ILOC SCALCS's oo suindls tsi eavekianas 1,236 651 126 62.86 |1 1,273 | 571 380 74.70 
ireland: .. esta. 9) a5 ‘eee 866 | 554 132 79.21 || 1,067 | 463 465 86.97 
Ainated oy Gall eller pk evar wey ey GAP 90 61 9 (eA 89 40 34 83.15 
BGGtand fet: Crt eh ale feds Gabe 38 29 5 89.47 27 13 12 92.59 
British America. +> ...... 162] 100 15 70.99 225 | 127 41 74.66 
Germany and N. Europe ...{ 126 76 16 73.00 76 46 20 86.84 
OLY Masaki tava, tet eh Kirsh caeene? ete 20 11 3 70.00 16 9 7 | 100.00 
IPOrto mal 9%. - oc sisi! ec gptehip tis ts 13 7 1 61.54 5 1 2 60.00 
Other foreign places. ..... 33 20 4 72.73 17 12 3 88.24 


2,584 | 1,509] 311 2,795 | 1,282 | 964 
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It will be seen by the foregoing, that of the native dece- 


» dents above 20 years of age 62.86 per cent. had been married 


— a lower percentage than those of any other nativity, except 
that of the Portuguese. Those of Scotch origin, both male 
and female, exhibit the largest percentage of married 
decedents. 


TABLE V. DEATHS IN WARDS AND PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. 


; 

32 | 338 . |e | 48 re 
3 | 4 S s S a 3| 4 S S a INSTITUTIONS. a S 
SiS) EA) B= S| 2 | 5A | 5A $| 5 

A} Ay = py m = a 

1 | 309) 3.21 | 4.01 || 14 437| 4.54/ 5.83]}| City Hospital ..... .| 547 ) : 

2 | 327| 3.40 | 4.03 || 15 | 356) 3.70| 4.16|| Mass. Gen. Hospital . . .| 187 

3 | 286) 2.97 | 3.16 || 16 351} 8.65) 4.22|| Deer and Rainsford Islands} 169 

4 \°279) 2.90 | 3.21 || 17 294; 3.06) 3.77|| St. Mary’s Inf. Asylum. .| 137 

5 | 239) 2.45 | 3.28 || 18 236| . 2.45) 3.62|| Carney Hospital) ..... 104 

6 | 502| 5.22 | 4.42 19 489} 5.08} 5.26!| Almshouses ....... 67 16.24 

7 | 282; 2.93 | 8.08 || 20 391| 4.07); 5.37|} Consumptives’ Home. ..| 52 

8 | 318} 3.30 | 3.07 || 21 249| 2.59) 4.02|| Lunatic Asylum ..... 34 | 

9 | 273) 2.83 | 2.88 !| 22 312} 38.24) 4.05|/| Lying-in Hospital ....! 20 
10 | 189) 1.45 | 2.50 || 23 262} 2.72) 4.46|| Homeopathic Hospital. .| 16 | 
11 | 258] 2.68 | 4.58 || 24 | 320| 3.88] 5.51|| Other institutions .. . .| 230| | 
12 | 351) 3.65 | 3.55 |} 25 190; 1.98) 2.18 
13 | 609; 6.33 | 5.78 | 

| | 8,059] 83.76 1563 


The facts set forth in the foregoing table will be more or 
less interesting to the residents of the several wards. To 
the residents of the two wards of East Boston it will be 
pleasant to know, that while those wards contain 8 per cent. 
of the population of the entire city, only 6.61 per cent. of 
the deaths occurred there. Wards 3, 4, 5 (Charlestown) 
reveal 8.35 per cent. of the mortality, while 9.65 per cent. 
of the population are found there, which was increased 
during the last five years nearly 4,000. On the other hand, 
Wards 6, 7, and 8 (which had subtracted from their popula- 
tion during the last five years 983 persons), contain 10.57 
per cent. of the entire population, and exhibit 11.45 per 
cent. of all the deaths. 

Wards 9 and 10 lost no less than 3,130 of thet resi- 
dents; but Ward 11 was increased by 1,268, showing an 


ageregate loss in Dae three localities ‘off a 867. ; 
in those wards made 6.96 of the entire mortalit Ww 
population there made 9.96 of the whole. 
Wards 13, 14, and 15 (South Boston) make a ate. 
favorable showing. Ward 12 is nearly equally balance 
while in each of the ten remaining wards the percentage ¢ : 
the deaths fall below the percentage of the populalay Bai Z 
same wards. ; MS 
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periods, from 5 years to 20, the latter exceed the former 
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Of the children dying under one year those of. native — 
fathers exceeded those of Irish parentage by 158. Of the 
children between 1 and 5, those of Irish parentage concede 
the native children by nine; and those between 5 and 20 _ 
years the difference was 122 in the same direction. Ofthe 
whole number of decedents under one year of age, the 
males exceeded the females by 289. In the three following 2 
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The number of decedents above 20 years of Pe a Ww 
5,379, making 55.90 per cent. of all who died. Of ‘those w 
were between. 20 years and 30, the females outnumbered the 

males by 26, and in the succeeding period by 23. Of. the 
decedents between 40 and 50 the males exceeded the females 
by 44. In the next period, the females again preponderate, — 4 
but only by six. In the two remaining periods the excess 
of female decedents over the males was 7a in the first, and 
26 in the second. There were three deaths of persons over 
100 years of age, — two males and one female. 
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According to the census of 1880 there were sin Boston in | 


that year 37,188 children who were under 5 years of age, 


10.23 per cent. of the entire population. The figures of ¥ 


1885 are not at hand; but if the same proportion existed in 


the latter year, there were about 40,000 children under 5 * 


years at that time. According to this estimate there was one 


death of this number in each 11.52 of all the children of that 
age. By a similar estimate, there were in 1885 103,400 


persons living who were between 5 years and 20. Reference _ 


to table VI. will show that there was only one death of this 


number to each 138.28. Again: the number of living — 


persons between 20 and 60 years was about 222,500, making 


nearly 57 per cent. of the entire population. The number of — . 


,decedents between 20 and 60 was 3,503, showing that there 
was one death in each 63.49 of the population between the 
agesof 20 and 60, or a dcath-rate of 15.75 in 1,000. — 
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SUMMARY. 


_ There was a considerable decrease in the mortality from 
zymotic diseases in 1885 compared with the preceding year. 
In 1885 the number of deaths from these causes was 1,975; 
in the preceding year the number was 2,326. The mortality 
from the eleven principal zymotic diseases (which makes 
17.79 per cent. of the entire mortality) is shown in the 
following table. ‘The deaths from the same causes in 1884 
made 21.25 per cent. of the mortality of that year. The 
total number of deaths in the two years was the same. 
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Croup and Diphtheria. — There were 475 deaths from 
these causes in 1885 (23 less than occurred in 1884), mak- 
ing 4.94 per cent. of the mortality from all causes. No less. 
than 18.31 per cent. of the whole number occurred in Wards 
6, 7, and 8. Eighty-two of the deaths took place in various 
public institutions. 

Cholera-infantum, cholera-morbus, diarrhea, and dysen- 
tery caused the death of 777 persons (a decrease of 131 
from the preceding year), making 8 per cent. of all the 
deaths. There were 144 deaths from these causes in South 
Boston, making 18.53 per cent. of the whole number. 

Typhoid Fever.— There was an increase of 68 deaths 
from this cause, the number of deaths being 156, making 
1,62 per cent. of all the deaths. The annual average of 
deaths from typhoid fever, for the ten years ending with 
1884, was 2 per cent. of the total number of deaths for the 
same period. 

There was a decrease of 48 deaths from scarlet fever, 146 
from whooping-cough, 4 from cerebro-spinal meningites, and 
an increase of 86 from measles. 


CONSTITUTIONAL DISEASES. 


The number of deaths from diseases belonging to this class 
was 2,420 (an increase of 17 over the number registered in 
the preceding year), making 25.15 per cent. of the entire 
mortality. A prominent member of this class of diseases is 
cancer, which is the reported cause of 287 deaths (75 
males and 212 females), a decrease of 15 from the number 
that occurred in the preceding year, and making 2.98 per 
cent. of the total number of deaths. Not more than about 
half-a-dozen of these decedents were below 30 years of age. 
Of the whole number of male decedents above 30. years of 
age. (2,128) one in 28.37 died from cancer.. The number 
of female decedents of the same age was 2,314, of whom one 
in 10.91 died from this cause. The location of the disease, 
except in a few cases, and the ages of the decedents, are 
seen in the following table : — 
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a 7 CANCERS. 
M Age. | Age. ||. Age. 
a 
F hd +28 ee LAD WS ES ASRS ap aa | VG as EE a 
oc Males, 
y Arm .....j]| 60||Pancreas .../| 45 ||\Tongue..../| 63 ||Breast °% 
Axilla. ....j}| 63 /|/Rectum....j| 65 Or at eck le & BO ” vlae 
| Bladder. ...| 64 se ew | 670) ||Not reported .| 56 - ete 
e af ee6_e 24 68 Si ei eles PAO * ot te $i [bi OO ae te 
46 «+.e| 42 ||Stomach ...| 68 ~ a eee bas 10 ” v.06 
Back «..«.j| 52 “ o- «| 48 - fA te bE ” odie 
oe Bowels ....| 63 eer eed Oe | eres a | ie 
Breast ....| 60 oer are at (el) ee a2 | : 
4 Bowels ..../| 12 (eo oc eg ad) te ee MO | 
Cheek and neck| 66 Ried aot SL - eel. S6 as dace 
= Face .....| 67 See Bs ot 86 ; —_— sg es 
| eye ee. | Sl ON eee de 1 oO Total males, 75 - dia v6 
awe eig «| 88 EP Sg of 14 ce! Ut Seer orp ae 
Kidneys ...| 71 Os gee wh) 45 Females. “and liver 
pene ee «| 68 CO Feit ei |. 00+ |AIM tie vee «| 40 ** and pleura 
~ Livers ¢.«.| 59 ¢ - eee «| 55 ||Breast~....} 55 ||/Bowels «... 
MO ee tue 0 | 644 ar err oat Com t, “ ae « ay 66 a * fer 
iatie of. ¢ «|: 00 SOU i d,ar|> 60 5 F 66 a cee 
ried at Se ee nak egies | 40 os ed nee) |e tO -" os 
My ea ee] 42 sie SER eral baw 6 ~ eee 42 “ ‘ 
ee Fe ele | a ol Ges dace [00 ae dasa | Oo a 4 
j “ . and rows tories. ck es om a oe 
stomach.| 59 ET at OR Or a Ra ae vated both aa 68 
“ andlungs| 42 Neer &ata)|.65 oe 3 ee) 40 of. ce 
Lip and neck .| 40 Sr ae a eee ae “e eee} 56 mM ie 
Maxillary bone | 67 te ab wet OG “ asieal ae . 
Neck ..:...j| 48 een eae |. CO ah eee} 88 ne eae 
eect are vs |. 68 ieee 28a 40 a cece | O08 as a: 
; i US ee a) NOS a a EN} ty dee kame fc OO - 4. ¢,% 
(Esophagus. .| 58 eae : oe] 47 Bs os en 62 oe is 
Pleura ....j}] 650 /||Tongue... 57 as vee if 8F - a8 
Prostate. ...{| 62 SSA aes stk 1S de covet 8 ae be 
Pancreas «eo e} 29 Mk We Eee ed OS ™ -«..{ 50 ||Bladder .. 
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CANCERS. — Continued. 


Forehead ..«:.'| 62°||*Pancreas .2...'| Sl || Throat... 


Age. Age. Age. 
Bladder’ ...j{ %3'|| Ovaries... .| 85 |' Stomach ...| 68 
Cervical gland,} 60 “6 Peover. i. saceeai| eee 
Pats.Gee ki 4~- 64 sé Tale are wall ae: vs ats tale ay aT 
oe Sh AOA Me Ces, ‘¢ and per- Tongue. ...| 46 
BPN Ney alctlanie AOL, icardium,| 51 Tee aioe oe 


Hip is. ses 6 |) OT Rectum) &§. 50247614) Thigh .. .- a ee ; , 
Kidneys... 2 a - - » {e738 || Uterus .. « «| 58 

a dr gr a) ee apie eer Ss fé ot pe Sh Re ; ' 
Liver. ....{| 55 || Shoulder ...| 58 a piace 3: dead eee 

Ee gee Spider rah te 55 Se su*eines ot | san ss bia te 34 
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BER Ely eK 0, 06 56 cs oo e| 380 dy Se verve (ke vy a; viwet och ak 4 
(ty BEA ea as s teuet| a0 ee teas bao o «, fal of ap eped | 
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CANCERS. — Concluded. 


Age. Age. Age. 
Unknown ..| 48 || Unknown ..| 58 || Unknown ..j| 56 || Vaginas... 45 
a a. ee! Me! var es +f - .| 62 ||} Totalfemales, 212 
: aaa 
«“ soit a8 “ » | 52 “ 60 
: “ att Gb ‘“s ..{| 39 || Underarm ..| 64 


Consumption. — There is but slight variation in the per- 
centage of deaths from this cause from year to year. There 
were 1,579 deaths from this disease in 1885, — an increase 
of 18, — making 16.41 per cent. of the whole mortality. Of 
all the decedents from consumption 30.21 per cent. were be- 

tween 20 and 30 years of age. The nativity of those who 


foo} 
died from this disease is shown in the following table : — 


ee | 


Birthplaces. Males. | Females. Birthplaces. Males. | Females. 
United States. ..... 32 351 SFOLIUARY J Asin elie ia 31 20 
(Ry Sal AU ry 267 311 ViGiyri bebe t x sete ase 5 4 
< British America .... 68 85 POT ade 9 io tas 4 4 
| SS eS ae 14 15 Other foreign places. . 8 4 
Oo F 22 26 UNKNOWN 3 4.8 <.. u 1 
Total . e e e o . e 7°. @ @, ef 6. 6 . . . . . . . . . . a ae ee ee ey tak 758 821 


The following table shows the ratio of deaths from con- 
sumption to those from all other causes, according to the 
nativities of the decedents : — 


Nativity. Ratio. Nativity. Ratio. Nativity. Ratio. 
Native..... 1 in 5.87 Scotch ,.. 1 in 4.52 Portuguese . . 1 in 9.00 
7. ae 1in 5.73 English. .. 1 in 7.25 Deatian sii. 3 1 te 117 
British America| 1 in 5.36 German... 1 in 8.78 Other for. places} 8 in 13.50 


y~ 
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The foregoing shows that the ratio of deaths from phthisis 
to those from all other causes is about the same among the 
decedents of native, Irish, and Canadian origin. The de- 
cedents of Scotch birth show the highest ratio of deaths from 
this cause, the table exhibiting the fact that, of all of that 
race who died, 1 in 4.52 died from consumption. The de- 
cedents of various nationalities show the smallest ratio, being 
only 1 in 13.50, followed by those of Italian origin, whose 
ratio was 1 in 11.77. 

There were 205 deaths from hydrocephalus, 274 from ma- 
rasmus, and 21 from scrofula, making 5.19 per cent. of the 
entire mortality. 


LocaL DISEASES. 


The number of deaths from diseases belonging to this class 
was 3,970, making 41.26 per cent. of the entire mortality from 
all causes. Belonging to this class are : — 

1. Diseases of the Brain and Nervous System, — which 
caused 852 deaths (an increase of 80), making 8.85 per cent. 
of all the deaths. 

2. Diseases of the Circulatory System. — There were 
553 deaths from diseases of the heart, making 5.75 per cent. 
of the whole mortality. 

3. Diseases of the Respiratory Organs, (not embracing 
the mortality from consumption, ) caused the death of 1,596 
persons, making 16.59 per cent. of all the deaths. Inelud- 
ing the deaths from consumption, the total mortality from 
diseases of the respiratory system made 33 per cent. of all 


the deaths. The annual average percentage of deaths from 


pneumonia, for the ten years preceding 1885, was 7.73. 

4. Bronchitis was the reported cause of 471 deaths (an 
increase of 43), making over 4.89 per cent. of all the deaths. 
The annual average percentage of deaths from this cause, 
during the ten years preceding 1885, was 3.62. 

5. Diseases of the Digestive System. —The number of 
deaths from causes belonging to this class of diseases was 
504 (an increase of 27), making 5.24 per cent. of the entire 
mortality. The ynnual average percentage of deaths from 
these diseases, during the preceding ten years, was 4.75. 

6. Diseases of the Urinary System. — During the last ten 
or a dozen years the mortality from urinary troubles has 
been gradually increasing, In 1885 the number of deaths 
from these causes was 376 (an increase of 30), making 3.91 
per cent. of all the deaths. Bright's disease was the reported 
cause of 183 deaths. 
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7. There were 32 deaths from diseases of the generative 
organs, 48 from the organs of locomotion, and 7 from 
diseases of the integumentary system. 


DEVELCPMENTAL DISEASES. 


The aggregate number of deaths from causes belonging to 
this class was 861, making 8.95 per cent. of all the deaths. 
Of the whole. timber of “decedents 469 were children, 247 
were aged persons, and 84 were women. 

The number of deaths from diseases of the nutritive system 
was 61. Most of the children here alluded to are designated 
in Table LX. as having died of “infantile diseases.” This 
term has been used in reference to children of whom little or 
nothing could be said with certainty concerning the cause of 
their death. 

There were 151 instances of premature birth and 63 of 
various malformations. 

Of the 97 women who died from childbirth diseases, 13 
died from puerperal fever. 


EXTERNAL Causes oF DEatuH. 


The number who died from violence was 378, a decrease 
of 30 from the number registered in the preceding year. Of 
the total number 324 were from accidental causes (embrac- 
ing exposures, sunstrokes, surgical operations, etc.), 45 were 
suicides, and 9 were homicides. The deaths here named 
make 4.93 per cent. of the entire mortality. During the 
preceding ten years the annual average per cent. of deaths 
from external causes was 4.12. The nature of the accidents 
in all but 27 instances is shown in the following table : — 
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No. 


Onraroadns cacea wie seus veel as 67 Fell from pile of lumber. ..... 
DrGwihieds isis) 8 RON shiek He 48 Fall through hole m the floor .-. . 
Burned and scalded ........ 38 Caving'in of cellar. s is spate 


1 
1 
1 
Fell downstairs... .....4. 18 Injured af birth «3 4 se wae es 1 
Falls (various) ...... svete 17 By nitrous-oxide gas ....... 1 

1 

1 


Run over by vehicles ....... 14 ‘chloral. . see +e eee eee 
PUDRLLORG s % as'¢ahee eer ey iat bate 8 6’ arpenic qc. @ ose ue 
U>VaIMACHINGLY o's) oo s/he la! vie ste 7 ‘* cyadide of potassium. ..... 1 
Killed in elevators. . ... «ee. 6 ‘6 carbolic acid.) .. «!. sls simeers 1 
Fell from windows ........ 5 ** overdose of medicine. .... . 1 
foe Sek MTT IMAG. 67 .snwy, o se elma Je 4 Inhaled iil. gas «:.. & (240). eee 1 
SE at SLOAN Uy 6 o..2 Pal, lane Gat Na yae mee 4 Hall on. ice ik <tc ie fecme pees 1 
Surgical operation. ....... 4 * of bundle of hay.:--. (oenyuee 1 
Fell into vessels’ holds ...... 3 “68 tadder. ! . as a eee 1 
a OV ALOON iss anita) a ¢0 10) Selo the fo tre 3 fe S8 ptOne' . ~ o lpn> cols one gl: 
ID VECKPOSULG: ie fale is sina vine ks eile co 4 Struck by board. 2. co. wwe 1 
eg RRA Ee eee ene eed 3 Suffocated in vat of syrup..... 1 
Pattacated (Pics. ‘alata access tt 3 By starvation. (s |.) a s.0s sha sane 1 
By runaway horse ......+.. 3 Run over by horse-car. ..... » 1 
SVICOABLINL =. Ve ts be ole leks tee oie 3 Crushed by drawbridge ..... a 1 
Fell from staging ...... ies 2 Fall on mud-scow .-.< @)scsmensnes 1 
ecm DT BIGOWALK stole) mites os etalts 2 By fall of fence: <. 24. fate ane 1 
Be trom NOTEC-CAL hy. ens Yeah cys rs 1 ‘* paddle of steamer ..... e » 1 
aie Cee CHARS a Ne Metis kaise Eoiir 1 Choked by meat. . 2.4 ee ee 1 
SiMe en FACONC. SWall fer,» hsshonis ati 1 By cotton-hook inhand...... u 
SLM AL Co frat ices.” Aba eee 1 Not reported’).).s. 6 vscu% culanerrenne 27 
tise eA COE:* © wo sol eivaiete Garde 4710 1 —_ 
Rie e ot DOG 2 gris test teas satisitice onveute 1 324 


Suicides. — There were 45 deaths of this character (37 
males and 8 females), a decrease of nine. The favorite 
mode, so to speak, of taking one’s own life, seems to be that 
of hanging, 14 having availed themselves of the privilege of 
ending their lives in that way. Nine preferred to rid them- 
selves of life by shooting, followed by six who chose to eut 
their throats; three drowned themselves; eleven employed 
various drugs and chemicals, while the means of two others 


were not reported. It should be stated, that a considerable 
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number of suicidal deaths was caused while the esedents 


were laboring under mental aberration. 

Homicides. — There were nine homicidal deaths, — seven 
males and two females, — four less than occurred in the pre- 
ceding year. 


CHOLERA, SCARLET FEVER, DIPHTHERIA, AND 
SMALL-POX. 


The following notes may be found useful for future 
reference. 


CHOLERA. 


Considerable apprehensions were felt last year that Asiatic 
cholera, which was prevailing to a great extent in some parts 
of Europe, would reach the United States during that year. 
As the disease did not appear, the fears naturally subsided. 
As that plague is now displaying renewed activity in promi- 
nent seaports of Southern Europe, fears are again entertained 
that it may reach these shores before the expiration of the 
present year. 

There does not appear to be any official record of the 
manner in which cholera made its first visit In 1832, or of the 
locality in which it prevailed. The first two deaths occurred 
on the 15th of August (the only ones during that month), 
and the last one on the 30th of November, making 73 deaths 
in all. 

On its second visit, in 1849, it began on the 3d of June; the 
victim was a carpenter belonging to the barque Argyle. On 
the 4th two seamen, belonging to the same vessel, died, and 
another, of the same crew, died on the 5th, at No 1, Wharf 
street. ‘The disease finally disappeared on the 30th of Sep- 
tember, having carried off 610 victims, being a daily average 
of 5.08 deaths ' during the 120 days of its continuance. 

Its third and last appearance in Boston was in 1854, in 
which year there were 260 deaths from the plague. It ap- 
peared on the 10th of June, in Fleet street, and the last death 
occurred on the 31st of October. : 


SCARLET FEVER. 


Among all the diseases that afflict humanity there are none 
that cause more alarm than scarlet fever. The-number of 
deaths during the fifty years ending with 1885 was 8,792, 
being an annual average of 175.84 deaths from this disease. 
The number of deaths in each of the years named is seen in 
the following table : — 
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1836 16 | 1841 87, 1845 105 | 185L 50 | 1856 262/186 145)1866 60 |1871 111)1876 4532/1881 32 


1837 28 | 1842 248 | 1847 59 | 1852 269 | 1857 403)/1862 236]1867 306|1872 258|1877 113|1882 69 


1838 92/1843 42] 1848 177 | 1853 229 |] 1858 139/1863 130)1868 266|1873 474|1878 70)1883 203 
1839 212 | 1844 229] 1849 317 | 1854 65] 1859 142/1864 225/1869 330/1874 api! in 1438/1884 198 


1840 57) 1845 152|) 1850 69/1855 70 | 1860 109/1865 50/1870 205)1875 B50) 18R8 29/1885 150 


SMALL—POX. 


Notwithstanding vaccination and isolation afford almost 


complete security against the prevalence of small-pox, its” 


appearance always produces consternation in any community, 
which continues unabated until the malady, like others of its 
class, runs its natural course and disappears. During the 
last fifty years there were 3,000 deaths from small-pox in 
Boston, being an annual average of 60 deaths in that period. 


ae 
The number of deaths in each year is seen in the following : — 


} 6 | 3 ees 
Z Z\r mA 


i a a nn nn | | | ee oe | 


ra) 
Years. 
Years. 
Years. 
Years. 


Years. 
N 


1836 5/1841 57/1846 92/1851 63/1856 78)|1861 6/1866 51/1871 23)1876 3/1881 
1837 4/1842 4011847 ».23)1852 12/1857 241862 18/1867 144|1872 738|1877 6/1882 


6 

9 
1838 3/1843 53/1848 21/1853 6/1858 311863 11/1868 8/1873 302)1878 —/1883 1 
1839 58,1844 —/1849 21/1854 118/1859 156 |1864 1138/1869 6/1874 2|1879 —|1884 3 
2 


1840 nhs ei tyee 192/1835 186)1860 166 |1865 115)/1870 382)1875 1/1880 1/1885 


It will be seen by the foregoing that the disease prevailed 


to a large extent in 1872 there i aving occurred no less than. 


5 
738 deaths in that year. In the following year there were 


302 deaths, making an aggregate in the two years of 1,040 
deaths. In the 12 years following there have been only 
34 deaths. In 24 years, nearly half of the number of years 
embraced in the above table, there was only an annual aver- 
age of 4.21 deaths from small-pox. 


DIPHTHERIA. 


It was not until 1859 that the term diphtheria was used to 
designate the cause of death. In that year 19 deaths were 
reported from this disease, 1 only in the following year, and 
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17 in 1861. The number of deaths that occurred in each of 
the 24 years following is stated in the annexed table. The 
aggregate number of deaths during the 24 years was 5,979, 
an annual average of 249 deaths. 


.- a Years. No. |Years. No. |Years. No. |Years. No. |Years. No. |Years. No. 
; 
4 1862 46 | 1866 52 | 1870 | 51 | 1874 62 | 1878 458 | 1882 465 
s : 1863 108 | 1867 AT | 1871 39 | 1875 420 | 1879 400 | 1883 465 
§ 1604 118 | 1868 67 | 1872 28 | 1876 624 | 1880 656 | 1884 365 
RS 1865 51 | 1869 61 | 1873 60 | 1877 384 | 1881 597 | 1885 355 
4 
; 


‘ It will be observed that the prevalence of dzphtheria 
began to assume large proportions in 1875, and has contin- 


: ued to be large in each successive year. Although Charles- 
: town, Brighton, and West Roxbury were annexed to Boston 
; in 1874, the mortality in those places was not sufficiently 


large to account for the sudden prominence of the disease. 

_ -——s Much of the fear that exists concerning the diseases above 
ie mentioned would be removed if it were remembered that the 
re law empowers Boards of Health to require that the occur- 
: rence of each case of sickness from those diseases shall be 
reported to them as they appear. This requirement allows 
of immediate action to prevent their spread, and should, at 
the same time, allay serious apprehensions. 


: Respectfully submitted, 
: | N. A. APOLLONIO, 
City Lregistrar. 


OrFicrE or City REGISTRAR, Boston, June 21, 1886. 
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BOSTON. 


ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


merry REGISTRAR 


OF THE 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS 


IN THE 


CITY OF BOSTON, 


For the Year 1886. 


“« The City Registrar shall annually, in the month of February, report 
to the-City Council a statement of the number of births, of notices of in- 
tentions of marriage, of marriages solemnized, and of deaths recorded 
during the previous year; with such other information and suggestions 
in relation to said matters as he may deem useful. "Ordinance. 


To the Honorable City Council: — 


In obedience to the ordinance defining the duties of the 
City Registrar, the undersigned respectively submits his 
report of the births, marriages, and deaths in the City of 
Boston during the year 1886 : — 


BrrTus In 1886. 


The number of children born alive during the year was 


~11,990,— 6,180 males and 5,810 females,—an increase of 494 


(4.29 per cent.) over the number registered i in the preceding 
year. This statement exhibits a birth-rate of one birth to 
each 33 of the population, estimated to have been in 1886 
396,300. If the still-born children are included with those 
born alive (557 in number), it will appear that there was one 
birth to each 31.59 of the population. 
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The foregoing table shows, that only in3, 550 instances(29. 61 
per cent. of the whole number) were both parents native- 
born. Half of the children whose parentage is recorded as 
‘¢ unknown” are embraced in the above statement. It should 
be remembered that no small part of the children here in- 
dicated are but one degree removed from a foreign origin, 
and are essentially foreign as to race characteristics. 

During the fifteen years ending with 1885, the variation in 
the proportion of the foreign to the native population has 
been very slight. In 1870 the six cities and towns now 
forming the city of Boston contained an aggregate foreign- 
born population of 99,178, making 33.90 per cent. of a total 
population of 292.499. In 1885 the foreign-born population 
had increased to 133,015, making 34. 07 per cent. of the 
entire population. While, therefore, the foreign population 
forms but one-third of the whole number, the number of 
children born, one or both of whose parents were foreigners, 
was 8,468, or 70.64 per cent. of all the births. 


STILL-BIRTHS. 


The number of still-births in 1886 was 557,— 324 males 
and 230 females and 3 sex unknown, — an increase of 34 over 
the number registered in the preceding year. The ratio of 
dead-born children to those born alive was 1 to 21.52. 

In 18 instances the children were colored, all of which, 
with two exceptions, were males. The ratio of colored 
still-born children to those of the same race born alive was 
1 to 11.61 of the colored population. 

The nativities of the mothers of these children were as 
follows: In 235 instances the mothers were natives; in 131 
the mothers were born in Ireland; in 14 they were English ; 
in 4 they were Scotch ; in 80 they were natives of the British 
American provinces ; in 82 they were natives of Germany ; 
in 14 the mothers were Italians; in 3 the mothers were 
Portuguese ; in 41 they belonged to other foreign countries ; 
and in 8 the nativities of the mothers were unknown. 
The following table exhibits the ratio of still-born children to 
those born alive, according to the nativities of the mothers. 
The origin of thie mother is given rather than that of the 
father, for the reason that the physical condition of the 


mother may have had a preponderating influence over the 
birth of the child. 
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1 to 21.04; 1 to 24.17} 1 to 34.79/1 to 36.75]1 to 21.12) 1 to 19.10/1 to 17.14 i to 29.33 


No less than 127 of these births occurred in the months of 
_ April and August — 65 in the first named month, and 62 in 
the last named — making 22.80 per cent. of ‘the whole 
- number. 


BirTHS OF COLORED CHILDREN. 


The number of colored children born in Boston in 1886 
(embracing both black and mulattoes) was 209, — 109 males 
and 100 females, 2 aun Increase of 26 over the number born 
in the preceding year. By the census of 1885 the colored 


population was 6,058, which shows that the ratio of births of 


that race to its population was 1 to 28.98. Including the 
still-born children, the ratio would be 1 to 26.69. 


Twin BIRTHS. 


There were 93 plural births, 2 of which were triple births. 
In 29 instances both children in each were males; in 
39 cases both children were females. In each of the two 
cases of triplets two children were males, and the other a 
female. Of the mothers, 39 were born in the United States ; 
31 in Ireland; 10 in the British Provinces; 4 in England ; 
A in Germany; 2 in Italy; 1 in Scotland, and the birthplaces 
of two mothers were unknown. 


ILLEGITIMATE BIRTHS. 


By referring to Table I. it will be seen that the birthplaces 
of 1,077 fathers of the children born in 1886 are recorded as 
‘‘unknown.” Although it is not certain that all of the chil- 
dren thus designated were illegitimate, the probability is, 
however, that most of them were. Adding to this number 
the unknown fathers of 46 dead-born children, and assuming 
that these children were also illegitimate, it will be seen that 
of the 11,990 children born in Boston in 1886, 1 in 10.67 
was illegitimate. As befure remarked, the conclusion sug- 
gested by this statement may not be wholly correct; but, at 
the same time, it is not easy to reach any other result. 

The number of births in each month is shown in the fol- 
lowing table : — 


- 
: 
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Births. Births. Births. Births. Births. Births. 
January. .1,019|March . .998)May . . .918/July . . 1,013/Sept. . .1,028/Nov. . . 1,020 
February . .919/April . . 916/)June. . . 997) August . 1,066)/Oct. . . .1,044/Dec. . . 1,052 


The following table exhibits the number of deaths in each 
ward, and also indicates those wards in which an increase or 
decrease of births occurred, compared with the preceding 
year. The births in Wards 1 and 2 (East Boston) are em- 
braced in one statement; so are those in Wards 3, 4, and 5 
(Charlestown), and in Wards 13, 14, and 15 (South Bos- 


ton) :— 


a 4 = E a a A 
1 and 2 931 36 17 277 1 
3, 4,5 1,030 54 18 227 3 8 
6 807 68 . 19 617 . 13 
7 547 5 20 631 76 
8 519 F 12 21 348 . 9 
9 283 8 . 22 546 13 ° 
10 89 1 ° 23 550 78 
11 270 2 1 24 526 22 
12 318 . 22 25 224 . 11 
18, 14, 15 2,079 148 ‘ Institutions 698 96 
16 413 36 11,990 


It will be noticed, from the above, that 42.51 per cent. of 
the births occurred in Wards 38, 4, 5, 6, 18, 14, 15, 20, and 
23. There was a decrease of 1 birth in Ward 11, and an in- 
crease of 1 in Ward 10, and 1 in Ward 17. The decrease 
in Wards 12 and 16 made 51.78 per cent of the whole. 

The birth-rates in the several wards are shown in the fol- 
lowing table; the contrast exhibited by those wards that 
contain a preponderating foreign population with those that | 
contain a like native element is very striking : — 
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Population to Population to Population to 

WARDS. one Birth. WARDS. one Birth. Warps, one Birth, 
ee eg Le! 1 to 32.14 bh Se ae 1 to 54.43 21 ose 1 to 42.27 
BANG 3 1 to 32 1 ORM A ighek Sd 1 to 46.41 2g ae 1 to 23.28 
yas 1 to 20.94 15, 14,16.7%" 1 to 27.11 Ds a EE 1 to 25.51 
PNB eC eat se 1 to 23.77 16 ee 1 to 36.76 G4 525 ee 1 to 32.07 
ahs Ande oe oe 1 to 44.56 Ape io 1 to 54.73 Sh a ae 1 to 29.88 
10 1 to 129 10.50 srt 1 to 28.56 


The ratio of births to the population in each of Wards 9, 
10, and 11, which are contiguously situated, and contain a 
large proportion of residents of native birth, is seen to be 
1 birth to each 63.43 of the population. In Ward 10 the 
ratio was 1 to 129; while in Ward 6, made up almost wholly 
of foreign-born peaidonie: the ratio is 1 to 20.94 of the 
ngeregate population of those wards. 

According to the State census of 1880, which was used 
in making up the above table, Wards 9, 10, and 11 con- 
tained 6, J71 families. The average size of the fanilies in 
each ward was, 5.04 in Ward 9, 6.61 in Ward 10, and 6.08 
in Ward 11; while the average throughout the city was only 
4.99, showing that the three wards named contained consid- 
erably more than the average number in each family. From 
this statement it will be seen that in those wards there was 
only 1 birth to each 10.86 families. The ratio of births 
to the families in all the wards of the city will be seen in the 
following : — 


Wars. | Tarpon, || Warps. | “ae'pinn? || Wanns. | ouelpmtne 
1 eae ae 1to 6.49  ORERIES & 1 to 10.11 8 ees 1 to 8.37 
a ee 1to 7.07 13, 14,15 . 1to 5.53 22 ee 1 to 4.60 
eh he 1te 4.98. ‘W1ey. Wiss 1to 7.58 23... | Shee 
TBs Oo had 1to 4.77 1 ise ee 1 to 10.44 oh pe 1 to 6.57 
510 bo te 1 to 10.56 19; 20-44%, 1to 5.98 95 is Beis 1 to 5.82 


It will also be seen that Ward 21, made up of a large native 
population, presents a similar ratio to that of Wards 9, 10, 
and 11. Ward 12, which contains a large foreign popula- 
tion, presents an exception to all the wards of a similar 
character, and shows a birth-rate of only 1 to 10.11 of the 
families in that ward. 
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The excess of births over the deaths in 1886 was 2,725, 
—the largest number that has occurred in Boston (with the 
exception of 1874, 777, and ’°79) in any year during the last 
thirty-eight years. The excess of births over the deaths in 
each ward (exclusive of those occurring in the public insti- 
tutions) is shown in the following table : — 


Excess of | Excess of 

WARDS. Births. Deaths. |Births over|| Warps. | Births. Deaths. |Births over 
Deaths. Deaths. 

Riise ts 464 324 140 ey F 693 426 267 
2 ms 467 319 148 MOP eee fa os 552 300 252 
aa eae 348 272 76 Leia ate 9 < 413 366 47 
4. 351 237 114 yt 277 277 
Bia 331 218 118 ASigee eG 227 207 20 
Derek at a 807 451 356 UD Se Sols 677 478 199 
aah in Wo 547 253 294 WU EL ees 631 420 211 
8.. 519 321 198 74 trate gene 348 240 108 
nek 53.052 283 260 g23 Dae yO 546 292 254 
20): 89 130 Doin is peat 550 280 270 
5 5 270 238 32 ye 526 333 193 
4 318 294 . 24 743 pee 224 170 54 
13. 834 559 275 


The deaths in Ward 10 exceeded the births there by 41. 
There were the same number of deaths in Ward 17 as there 
were births. 

The daily average number of living births was 82.85. In- 
cluding the still- births the daily average would be 34.37. 


MARRIAGES IN 1886. 


The number of marriages registered in 1886 was 5,009, 
being an increase of 292 over the number recorded in the 
preceding year. The ratio of marriages to the population 
was 1 to 39.55. In the preceding year the ratio was 1 to 
41.38. 

There were 5,130 intentions of marriage recorded (an in- 
crease of 364), or 121 more than the number of marriages 
that were recorded. 

The number of marriage licenses issued each month, and 
the number of marriages registered during the same periods, 


ro) 
are shown in the following table : — 
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1st Quarter. 


Totals, 


Intentions. 


1,012 


Marriages, 
2d Quarter. 


ow 
uo 
i=) 
> 
3 
Na 
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364 ||May. . 
330 ||June.. 


1,044 || Totals, 


m a 

8 Sp 

4 3 

Bore 

_ 3S 

5 = 

409 | 353 

396 | 366 

496 | 528 
1,301 | 1,247 


3d Quarter. 


July sts 
Aug... 
Sept. 


Totals, 


1,281 


Intentions. 
Marriages 


1,215 


4th Quarter. 


505 481 ||Dec.. . 


Totals, 


Intentions. 
Marriages. 


561 | 562 
580 | 620 
395 | 321 


1,536 | 1,503 


The marriages solemnized in June, October, and Novem- 
ber make 32.12 per cent of the whole number. The daily 
average number of: marriages in November was 20.66; i 
October, 18.13; in June, 17.60. The daily average for the 
whole year was 13.69. 


TABLE II. MARRIAGES IN 1886. 


BIRTHPLACES OF BRIDES. 
‘ o 
i |_§ 
nD % cH i ¢ 
BIRTHPLACES OF GROOMS. s s | 88 | 2a 

= : 4 | ma | Be 

NM F —_ : 

ot z zg E a |#4/#8] « 5 

8 a |@ | se 1a.) es) 33aene 

‘di D S 8 “| 62 | Sea 3 

~ = io M ea) eo) io) S Py 
TIRALECUSGALOS tek were ees ee pou - | 2,125 184 85 14; 361 29 20 | 2,818 | 56.26 
Reet. e. situa sence ss Sel S199 | Bat Abe aad .. | 829] 16.55 — 
England and Wales... 81 30 44 4 44 4 8} 210| 4.19 
ScOUsnC? py sila wanes ays 24 10 8 15 17 peeak. 74} 1.48. 
British (AMC), be arlev sages ete 180 39 17 4) 357 3 ° 600 | 11.98 
Germany and North’n Europe. 65 10 7 2 13} 190 4} 291} 5.81 
Other foreign countries... . 45), 8 4 2 8 14} 106| 187| 3.73 

WiOtals Fisk a yok so Mepucete Meters 2,642 928 180 42 844 240 133 | 5,009). : . 
[Per Cen ta bettie ciehva <5 cotton 52.75 | 18.53 | 3.59} 0.84 /)16.85| 4.79 | 2.65). . . | 100.00 


Of the whole number of native grooms only 2,125 (42,42. 


per cent. ) married native brides, — thus showing that in the 
remaining 57.58 per cent. of the marriages one or both 


- parties in each marriage were foreign-born. The number 


of instances in which both the groom and the bride were 
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natives of Ireland was 647, making 22.43 per cent. of all 
the marriages where one or both parties were foreign-born. | 
It will also be seen by the foregoing table, that 11.98 per 
cent. of the grooms and 16.85 per cent. of ‘the brides were 
born in British America. 


TABLE III. AGES OF THE PARTIES MARRIED. 


AGES OF THE BRIDES. 


ee) ° . . . e 5 

AGES OF THE GROOMS. a: ro 2 S 2ig2giel|le 4 3 

Ge pa iss 18 PRPs) Bp Bee 

=) a a a {3/38} 0 - Ay 
Under 21 years .....-.. 16 76 alee Jere Cn aa Ge tam og IAC ca 95) 1.89 
RSIOGEIN wie <i, oy 3), 050s Petes 35 | 1,156 153 LOicttes ac Iuel) enicoes [ewe ofessOO Ne acu e 
NIMES hie euier © Wiis 6. . 0 20 1,026 664 96 Giliet etre, eile ve) «t,o | Soak e 
TRO Res wo 0: lp 0. 08 o> 0.6 6 375 476 361 25 2 - « «| 1,245| 24.85 
SVE ENY nie ae ds) overs ee 1 53 69 161 66 6 356 7.11 
OS ee a oist 0 4 11 40 45 7 107 2.13 
OE a a ae ae a x 2 4 13 6 i 1 28 56 
VOTO b- i oie, wi 6 es 1 . 5| 3 9 18 
PIAA et serra ov oi 6) sige 78 | 2,691 | 1,379 678 152 | 26 4 1; 5,009]... 
Ree TOCBEU. os Goer ae. al a 1.56 | 53.72 | 27.53 | 13.54 3.03} .52] .08| 1.02]. . ./100.00 


There was an increase of 26 in the number of minor 
grooms, and an increase of two in the number of minor 
brides, there being 95 of the former, and 78 of the latter. 
The above table shows that 27.17 per cent. of the grooms 
were between 21 and 25 years of age, and 36.11 per cent. 
between 25 and 30. Of the brides, 81.25 per cent. were 
between 18 and 30 years, and 53.72 per cent. were between 
18 and 25. 

There were 28 grooms who had passed their sixtieth year. 
One of these married a bride of 22; another a bride of 29; 
and still another married a bride of 27. There was one 
groom of the mature age of 79 years, who chose a bride of 
29 years, just half a century his junior. 

Of the whole number of minor grooms 62 were 20 years 
of age; 28 were 19; 3 were 18; and 1 was 17. Of the 
minor brides, 58 were 17 years of age; 14 were 16 years of 
age; and 6 were only 15 years of age. 
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TABLE IV. NUMBER OF MARRIAGES. 


BRIDES. 
GROOMS. 
First. Second. Third. Totals. Per cent. 
» FTN, Hae PO If = = 
First marriage. ...... 4,021 955 |. 8 4,284 ~ 85.53 
SeCONU Ror, oo lcerns 478 201 7 686 13.69 
Third BS kth cll tee ofc 28 8 ] oT 74 
opr by a Gwe, ees Bete Or aw peace c 1 LT GIGGY oves te tet as 2 04 
4,528 465 16 5,009 
IPETIGONL. pan cesara tat oe 90.40 9.28 B94 100.00 


The above table shows that 85.53 per cent. of the grooms 
and 90.40 per cent. of the brides were married for the first 
time. Of the 37 grooms who had been widowed twice, 28 
married spinsters, S$ married widows, and 1 married a bride 
who had been widowed twice. Another groom, who had 
survived three wives, chose as his Pade a spinster; and 
another, of the same experience, selected a widow. Eight 
grooms, who assumed the marital relation for the first time, 
were united to brides who had stood at the hymeneal altar 
twice previously. 


MARRIAGES OF PEOPLE OF COLOR. 


There was a considerable increase in the number of mar- 
riages of this people over the number registered in the pre- 
ceding year. Of the whole number (148), in 116 instances 
both parties were black. In 32 cases the grooms were 
black and the brides white. Of the first-named class there 
was an increase of 21; of the second, the increase was 13. 

The ratio of marriages of colored people to the colored 
population was 1 in 20.47. The ratio of marriages: of 
whites to the white population was 1 in 40.15. 

In 685 instances the grooms married brides older than 
themselves. This was the precise number of marriages of 
the same character that occurred in the preceding year. 


THE Morraity oF 1886. 


There was a considerable decrease in the mortality in 
1886 compared with that of the preceding year. The num- 
ber of deaths was 9,265; in 1885 the number was 9,622. 
Estimating the population in 1886 at 396,300, it will be 


- 
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seen that there was one death to each 42.78 of that number. 
Excluding the deaths from violent causes of all descriptions, 
the dexth-rate from disease alone will be 1 in 22.54, —a rate 


much below the general average for many years past. 


DratTuHs OF PEOPLE OF COLOR: 


The vital statistics concerning the colored race are always 
both curious and interesting, when compared with those re- 
lating to the whites. During the past year there were 247 
colored decedents, making the death-rate of this class to 
have been 40.77 in each 1,000 of the colored population, 
which was, according to the census of 1885, 6,058; or there 

us one death in each 24.52 of the colored population. On 
the other hand, the death-rate of the whites was 23.10, or 
there was one death in 43.21 of the white population. Al- 
most every year the deaths of colored persons exceed the 
colored births; in 1886 the excess was 38. ‘The following 
comparative statement exhibits the contrast between the 
births, marriages, and deaths of the two races :— 


Population to One Population to One Population to One 
Birth. Person Married. Death. 
NVRILG ee Sk MB atte 1 to 33.38 1 to 39.98 1 to 43.21 
MEN a le. -s 6, os 1 to 28.98 1 to 22.94 1 to 24.52 


The average age of the 131 colored male decedents was 21 
years 8 months and 4 days. That of the females, 24 years 
3 months and 13 days. 


MARRIED DECEDENTS. 


The number of male decedents over 20 years of age was 
2,597. Of these 1,521 were married at the time of their 
deaths, and 338 were widowers, making 71.58 per cent. of 
all the male decedents over that age. The number of female 
decedents over the same age was 2,783; of these 12.63 were 
married, and 927 were widows, the whole making 78.69 per 
cent. of all the females who were over 20 years of age at 
the time of their death. 

The following table exhibits the total number of decedents 
over 20 years of age, according to their respective nativities, 
with the ratio of those who had been married to the whole 
number of the same : — 


12 _Crry Document No. 100. 
MALES 
BIRTHPLACES. : 3 3 rs Y 
ae ea) see ea = 
United States. ......... {1,264 654! 166 64.87 || 1,216 
hrelands Se Fer te. ow abe) amet eC ieaae 836 583 134 85.76 || 1,100 
British Americai. . 65.95 30%) 6's 174| 91 12 59.19 255 
Germany and N. Europe ....{| 108 67 10 71.29 
naked CGS Gon ope te Ageriey 3 Oper: ot wtuerks 84 71 5 90.00 
Scotland . E Suet Basan Biieytouee 38 18 5 60.00 
Atalicethc ss oss 4 F 23 6 2| 84.78 
Portugal PUGR | okay kegs eee so eleiie ss 8 6}... 75.00 
Other foreign COUNLTIES: 6 1) 5 so) 40 23 4 67.50 
Mpknd way sis a weeae «Ly 22 91 eg sat 7 9208 
Totals) se Seis uo de BS . « . | 2,597} 1,521] 338 2,783 | 1,263 | 927 


The foregoing table exhibits the fact, that 90 per cent. of 
the male decedents of English birth, over 20 years of age, 
and the same proportion of the female decedents of the same 
nativity, had been married. Of those of Irish birth, 85.76 
per cent. of the males, and 83 per cent. of the females, had 
sustained the same relation. Of the German decedents 
(comprising Swedes, Danes, and Norwegians), 71.29 per 
cent. of the males, and 92.91 per cent. of the females, had 
been married. There were 11 female decedents of Italian 
birth over 20 years of age; all of these had been married. 


8a 33 
Peet ee pei |. 
g\2|22| 23 |/¢ 
CI 3 HAY a 
Fial* |e |e 
1 | 324) 3.50] 4.01 || 14 
2 | 319) 3.44| 4.03 || 15 
3 | 272} 2.94] 3.16 || 16 
4 | 237) 2.56) 3.21 || 17 
5 | 218) 2.35 | 3.28 || 18 
6 | 451) 4.87) 4.42 || 19 
T | 253} 2.73 | 8.08 || 20 
8 | 321) 3.47; 3.09 || 21 
9 | 260); 2.81 | 2.88 |) 22 
10 | 180) 1.40} 2.50 || 23 
11 | 238) 2.56] 4.58 || 24 
12 | 294) 3.17| 3.55 || 25 
13 | 559) 6.03 5.78 
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TABLE V. DEATHS IN WARDS AND INSTITUTIONS. 
r 
tH «1 Oo 
ae os 
per ree me 
= i i = ey INSTITUTIONS, a = 
3 1/82 |3 ve 3 
ae ieee 
A | A Ad = > 
426 | 4.60 | 4.54 || City Hospital ....... 601 | } 
300 | 3.24] 3.70 || Mass. Gen. Hospital. ...j| 190 | 
366 | 3.95 | 3.65 || St. Mary’s Infant Asylum .| 145 
277 | 2.99 | 3.06 || Deer and Rainsford Islands 137 
207 | 2.24| 2.45 || Carney Hospital. ..... 93 | 
478 | 5.16| 5.08 || Consumptives’ Home ... 52 | > 17.27 
420} 4.58; 4.07 || Almshouses........ 47 | 
240! 2.59| 2.59 || Boston Lunatic Hospital. . 36 
292 | 3.15| 3.24 || Homeopathic Hospital .. 20 
280 | 3.02] 2.72 || Lying-in Hospital ..... 16 
333 | 8.60 | 3.33 || Other Institutions. ....| 263] J 
LiO Y > 1.88.4.* 1.98 
7,665 | 82.73 1,600 


It will be seen that 17.27 per cent. of the deaths occurred 
in the several wards and charitable institutions. 
exhibits a more favorable aspect than any other ward locality. 
While that ward contains 8.08 per cent. of the whole popu- 
lation, only 2.73 per cent. of the deaths occurred there. 


Ward 7 


°°4u00 19g 


‘ “+1 cost | ogo's | opt ssl eh 09 LET OP 0%¢ 199 ee LE thy SAE aE ee 5 eA Mita i at Mee M:N A 
Braet, 90° ss e "T iecg eee ome Feeney : : = re tai eRe ra raca asia tee eat eka? Raa nperare 
ee get oy hee seeel gg |g : 7 a Pct ee eee eee eee eee eee + uiorog somo 
So me “ “we ~ ; vee alee eel y ret eS or eT aL bee eee ee ee eee eee ee pesmgIOg 
= c6'0 GP oF I I Beh Pe Ce Nek A Sina oer) aa 6L 8% a hd ell DER OTOL Sel SS, nee MTOR 
I kar 36 sI1 8 OL g z g L & 9€ €¢ 8g sree ses ee ee ees odoing *N pus Sueuiey 
SI 18°F 02 aa 81 0% 6 OL LT ST Lg Th cor | oat coalts © i mhsnageee eeTA Sa ak SA BOE Bee ree 
ae z9°0 0g 1% T T eB gene 4 og e ; 9 I I Se ee eee ee ee + puepoag 
_ RA LT 9 16 ¥ z € See ee toed val 8 9% zs Lg Se a PE SDE RS BBLS LISS COLD AK BILE Dame, 
: Bs L9°ST | 18g 089 8h 99 I¢ Ie ag eg Ss ELL Ste | 1G Be hk iuetco Spe ons an ee ae tone Seine DEE 
: 6 SS°ST 019 OG) ‘Ts 0g &% ST gg 0g 16L 661 o1e | 9cF ES NE aS 9) So's ay ea pak eae’ ge ¢ 8 "el sonnet Roammicy 
M4 ¢ ‘a “Ww ‘A boon aio Ne | a “W ‘a WN “al W 
ae = 3 ees 
a Es *s[eqOL, *s1A4 0% 0} GL sh GT 01 OL *s14 QT 01 ¢ *s1£ G 0} L ‘rea k T tepug. “SHOVIGHLATY 
E> 
= ‘*XEQ9 GNVY BOY 
it ‘HOV JO SUVHA ALNAML YAANN SEINHCHOUA ‘IA WIAVL 


= 
3 


Crry REGISTRAR’S REPORT. 15 


The decedents under 20 years of age make 41.93 per cent. 
of all that died. Of children under 5 years the males ex- 
ceed the females by 297. Of those between 5 and 20 years 
the females outnumber the males by 22. Compared with 
the infant mortality of 1885, that of 1886 shows a marked 
improvement. In the first-named year the mortality of 
children under 5 years was 36.10 per cent. of all the 
deaths, while in 1886 the deaths of children under 5 years 
made 34.33 per ceut. of all the deaths. 


oY a 


ew 


a 4 ee as - ee 


es 


j 


. 


. 


-Crry Document No. 100. 


16 


. 


*qu00 19g 


es1's | 2169's 


L ra 
9% OF 
6 8 
IL &% 
+9 SOT 
GG LI 
0% 8g 
ch #8 
OOl'T | 988 


"S180, 


“O0T 1040 ‘00T 9F 06 “06 03 08 “08 07 OL ‘OL 99 09 


‘XHQ GNV AOV 


GL'OL - 


“09 9} 0G ‘0G 0} OF ‘OV 0} 08 


‘HOV AO 


SUYVHA ALNAML YZHAO 


SLINHGHOUd “IA WIAVL 


ST'OL 
coh | o8h 
ola 
Wa 
Qurkt 
zfs 
¢.. } Rt 
79 | ¢¢ 
ies 
et. | a1 
SIL | ¥6 
SG | 18% 
‘a |W 
‘0S 04 06 


* ‘qua0 10g 


he i Tl SF 


sees ss uMoUAU 
‘+ + * © USlel0y 10430 
ree ses © seSnq0g 
sist) = elses #. free 
edoing ‘N pus Audios 
‘* * + eolLouy asnig 

Pe ee er * puepqoog 
* ‘gored pus puylsuq 
tee ee ee puepery 


‘s+ + soymg poy 


‘SHOVIdHLUIG 


>” 7 
oe 
"e 
" 
> 
¥ 


Cirry REGISTRAR’S REPORT. 17 


Of the decedents over 20 years of age (5,380), making 
58.07 of the whole number, nearly 21 per cent. were under 
40 years of age. 

It will also be seen, by the foregoing table, that the male 
decedents of native birth exceeded the native female de- 
cedents by 48, and that the female decedents of Irish birth 
outnumber the Irish males by 264. It is further shown that 
in each of the nine periods into which the table is divided, 
the females of Irish birth outnumber the males of the same 
nativity. 
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The deaths in each month, tabulated according to sex and 
age, are shown in the foregoing table. There were 5 dece- 
dents (1 male and 4 females) who were over 100 years of 
age. The number of those who had passed their 70th year 


(males and females) was 1,065, making 11.49 per cent. of 
all who died. 
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There was a decrease of the mortality from zymotic dis- — 
eases compared with that of the preceding year. The deaths 
from the ten principal zymotic diseases was 1,517 (16.37 
per cent. of the entire mortality), a decrease of 194 deaths 
from the same causes in the preceding year. The mortality 
from these diseases during the past year (more than 37.17 


per cent. of which occurred in Wards 6, 8, 13, 14, 15, 16, 
and 19) is seen in the following table : — iene 33 


E S| 4 FF ee Sea 
3 21,21 ¢18 loile 12 eo 

ee’ a8) Gala] 9 152] 8] = fee] 2 eee 

ao/sd/ 2) 8 |s8| 2 | gles] # | ea] 3 

phat ah ae Wy) fer = be a) Be | a Pe 415 |e 
Bb ma ese iN (2 : 15 fea ee 1 3 9 1 1 1 52 
2. sek 16] 19 il 3 1 5 1 me fen BY 
= pat ei oats b eae 1 4 2 4 2 2]. its eee 
ae ; Te at 6 14' 3 2 ra. TL Rt 
ies ; Riese Ke 2 2 A ev 1 1 Lt? 27 
AS pa 10| 27 7 1 5 1 91.. 183) ene 
5a ey SE 10} 1 As 1 2 2 9.1. oa 
ae : 37 | 24 9 1 1 6 3 3 S.4ccu 87 
Dra eee aes 13 7 8 1 3 3 4 ak 40 
Tice S22, : 1 1 oe eae 4 2) cee : 10 
1 ee OY Ba b ht Ra 3 4 3 La Se 1 32 
Cee tae. aaa 104-17 2 1 2 3 2 1 1:25 
a ey ee 21| 40 9 5 4 9 3 5 2 1 99 
a oe . 22} 14] 12 4 2 6 Siiz 6) 
1 16| 26 6 5 40.]/0% 3 6 | 4 
OS So rei 1470E* 90 9 1 1 4 5 1A te : 4 
tt 5150; 7, ; 8 8 3 4 3 1 atpesk 28 
Tey eee oe 8 5 5 se ae ‘9 ee 22 
19. ite 26| 28| 12 2 3 6 6 4 1 2} 90 
Aa ae «cell ARES ah ook O 5 Me ee Ay Re 3 3 1 |e 
BUG. caret?" 16% 24 Lua bes s| 31 dd...) 
es Ae 11} 26 3 2 2 1 6 3 ee 55 
a aise lag A 12} 19 2 1 1 6 6 1 1 49 
Ye Ora eae 17| 12 5 BA She 2 Cae ee 43 
Oars ts co aes a) 48 3 2 3 4 Bi. 1 
Public Institutions| 90 6 83 7 1 42 4 2 1 236 
Totals . 438 | 452| 208] 65| 23| 146| 781 46] 52| 14] 1,517 
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NOTES ON THE CAUSES OF DEATH. 


Zymotic Diseases. 


Croup. — The number of deaths from this cause was 91, — 
48 males and 43 females, — making .98 per cent..of all the 
deaths. The mortality from this cause in each of the last 
ten years is shown in the following statement; the ratio of 
deaths from this disease to the entire mortality, in each 
year, is stated, rather than the increase or decrease of the 
malady from year to year, for the reason that its effects are 
thus more accurately set forth :— 


Years.) 1877. 1878. 1879. 1880. 1881. 1882. 1883. 1884, 1885. | 1886. 


Diphtheria. —'There were 347 deaths reported from this 
cause in 1886, —172 males and 175 females, — making 3.74 
per cent. of all the deaths. The percentage of deaths from 
this disease in each of the last ten years is given below :— 


Years.| 1877. 1878. 1879. 1880. 1881. 1882. 1883. 1884. 1885. | 1886. 


The mortality from these two kindred diseases made 4.72 
per cent. of all the deaths. 

Cholera-infantum, cholera-morbus, diarrhea, and dys- 
entery were the reported causes of 743 deaths (a decrease 
of 37), making 8 per cent. of the whole mortality. Of the 
deaths from these causes 17 per cent. occurred in South 
Boston. The percentages for the last ten years are the fol- 
lowing : — 


Years.| 1877. 1878. 1879. 1880. 1881. 1882. 1883. 1884. 1885. | 1886, 


S|) — | | | | | | | 


Per ct.| 12.77 10.25 9.56 10.46 8.62 9.04 9.63 13.59 8.08 8.00 


Typhoid Fever. —There were 146 deaths from this dis- 
ease, 10 less than occurred in the preceding year, making 
1.58 per cent. of the whole mortality. The percentages in 
the last ten years were as given in following table : — 
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WICRIB: wus 6 a, levee aes 1877. | 1878. | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. | 1882. | 1883. | 1884. 1885 | 1880. 


——— | 


PGT CRIs. sw chapel eee 2.16<). 1566-7167. | ATT) 2.88%] 2:35 | 22 12 See 


1.58 


Scarlet Fever. — The number of deaths from this disease 
was 78, —a decrease of 72 from the preceding year’s record, 
— making only .84 per cent. of the whole mortality. The 
decrease in the mortality from this dreaded disease during 
the last ten years, compared with that of the ten years ending 
with 1876, is very marked. There were but 1,085 deaths 
from this cause during the period first named, showing an : 
annual average of but 1.24 per cent. of all the deaths. In 
the last-named ten years there were 3,206 deaths from 
scarlet fever, making an annual average of 4.69 per cent. 
The percentage in each of the ten years ending with 1886 
was as follows : — 


ELCATS Bete sn sus noite 1877. | 1878. | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. | 1882. | 1883. | 1884. | 1885. | 1886. 


——— ee ee ee 


Measles. — There were reported 52 deaths from this cause 
(making .56 per cent. of all the deaths); 14 deaths from 
cerebro-spinal meningitis, and 46 from whooping-cough. 
The total number of deaths from measles during the last ten = 
years was 475; from whooping-cough 773; from cerebro- 
spinal meningitis, 197. During the ten years ending with 
1876 there were 357 deaths from measles, 514 from whoop- 
ing-cough, and 390 from cerebro-spinal meningitis. 


4 
CONSTITUTIONAL DISEASES. 3 
3 


Cancer is the reported cause of 319 deaths, an increase of A 
32 over the number registered in the preceding year, making ; 
3.44 per cent. of the whole number. As usual, the female , 
decedents greatly outnumber the males, there being 233 


deaths of the first-named sex, and 86 of the last named. 4 
Of the entire number of female decedents (4,588) one in 
every 19.69 died from this malady. The percentage of the | 
mortality from cancer in each of the last ten years is seen a 
below : — 

ee 1877. | 1878. | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. | 1882. | 1883. | 1884. | 1885. | 1886. 


Per Cant. co... 'icme 6) sus 2.61 | 2.55 | 2.62 | 2.75 | 2.66 | 2.98 | 3.11 | 3.14] 2.98 3.44 


ii 
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The age and sex of those who died from cancer, together 
with the location of the disease (except in a few instances), 
are shown in the following table : — 


CANCERS. 

Males. 
Bladder ... .| 64 ||\@isophagus . ./| 46 |/Stomach .. ./| 60 |/Breast. .... | 72 
by raate s | OL ¢ - .| 48 ||Sternum ... .| 47 vs oka tes (eae 
Bowels. ... .| 75 ||/Pancreas ~ and Tongue %... | 75 Pat het eee 3! © POS 
ep at aaa te Settee ie | Sl Reet aN 
Pancreas and 
ce RE stomach, | 72 «« Be ENT Le aA Saray if 
Cote ev « =) 68 |) Prostate ....| 56 s eet f AO ee wes «a POR 
Toate; se | OO o ae Oat a GO M ae eo | ae ae Serr eee box) 
Peewee is eos \iechim-  . . . «| 36 |/Throat . ~~ . % .| 65 Srey: a hms = ROT 
igs “a 208 | 40 “f sew ery or) oA € Wie 6 tar], O4 s Pe EPS i, 
Breast and side. | 52 ||Stomach ... .| 70 AD ee a et» ki OA emerge Ors, 
Cardiac orifice .| 65 La en et OR cen nee 40 Ae at «en tye 
pL MY o Sea eh fonts Get = ore 8 a eE, DS Ae ae 3 ae Od 
‘ee, SSAA iy ss eo etamesf OF, WLTUGIE, «%e.s s «| OO a8 eo) #5 ee, |, OW 
See ca 6 on. |, 82 os - .--./| 75 ||Thyroid gland .| 38 eeraiitale «te de ps OO 
fe Paste». 0 ety | 38 n'y - - « | 79 ||\Locat’n notstated| 16 . 5 Ae Ae iY 
Peta win!“ « *s | 60 ¢ owls eo | Oe y v 51 Ay ais. ies pill, OF 
Groim-. . =... .| 68 _ a ee 0 | 48 bi af 58 ~: ie Cale ae 
Kidneys ....| 27 rae, SS 2 'T BO ‘ ‘“s 46 RP aan te 
sf suelle-s; |} Oo & ese eee | Oe sf Se 75 “ ae. .do ee eek 
Lungs .... | 46 + tg ey teed ad | “ ba 60 <s A ay of hie, 
Ww se se» | 40 ss tte sha | 00 “ = 70 Save! Fahter «ele | 24 
Liver. . =.= .| 53 Sar ed I fad 6 os eee AP 
iin ase «cf OO ¥ *wrerhs 2 yy 4 | es eg 56 ‘Oe as Weer «SOO 
mene os -«te,t OL Ly sor atpental| CO — ataterataitos 
Pan. | 60 foe, |) 6a otalmalen..) 66} 4! Sk. e 54 
oo pe A Saar ger mar ef Py oo! ye) | 65 uaa *§ A aint: yheweny srs 
BAT ahs 45,0) 12 eB 625 BBO ee Ge ek era IT 
* and stomach,| 54 ss Do weete ROR ILA RIUBS se o's a «12 SOG Prat 'g, noe Set 
POOH ss o> | OL Hr § der eae COUN ATH cis ce je) east Ae uh Beh Gat Sete. 
+ Ris wave 6S a aese ie thi presst pac~6 © «-e | 80 ss cad stetes) (uae 
Weck... .| 62 ee ec. |. OL pA ar a Bt (O74 lela ahle 


ME itie Woo. ete 54 a oe @ @ 53 t¢ ae th eH LL sé ae aati te OO 
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CANCERS-— Continued. 


Breast»... .| 54 ||Liver....../ 72 |{Pleura.....| 44 |/Stomach ... . 
as ek ee Bo te hee Me te Tell ee HEVOCRUMN i gts. 8 dat OO 7: . Bis 
Uvesuusdie en ee Oh iors Ate bk ie oT wie so | 48:1) 2 
so pu tr Es) ORS Sere ge St] dy Pere Br: ot ee 
eS EN ya vate} 0 OF Ge Ye tails Vena NED of «tee od Oe ** and bowels 
Bee ra 24 ag AEM yeREG co Os oy Pele tae ~ be a | 68 “and liver, 
s* and liver, | 51 Slr tat ye 4) ee OR * - « - «| 386 ||\Spine ..... 
« and side,} 62 Fee gia ha -| 65 ||Stomach ... .| 65 ||Thyroid gland . 
Bowels. ....| 36 hs See ht ye ees Ie er oo os | 1 | Throat Gepeeeae as 
4 aero ns Sor] BOO CST. ee rete 1001. ed 5 sae S| EL 44 6.49 Mere he, A? 
Plc ees a eer (a0 a eee Pei ae ee TOE bs + fecha | Oe ‘and mouth, 
St Se aers eek TOO SAG fee Skee Heel. i cede a ae ‘Sand neck . 
sie ists iy oyiee AE Ry er iy ee 6. Cee oe | BT Thigh eee 
PSB ely ASS, SS EO OHNE: Webi ere eT eye aS « «. «|, 68 ||/Uterus .... 
Se os eo © | 46 He Ae Sock ty biel ed Mee Sees 4 ee 
Laois RE Se ae os clas eis ‘6 often 17 St 
Sl eeeew ee 01,80 Si sce ese Pe wae p oe ona 1200 eer eT). 4 
pees afmell se) 8. sy af sok a" 2 Sees bese 
es ote ee 6 1340 5 Was Fepsetn@ awa |b ee ee} 52 ss o 6ee twee 
7 ess iene: OF og | OR einen haben 2) ed oe oe UL Se 
43 Shes, of] YO IAPS OO Prete ac kt) s e 0.0 04,90 ee 6 8 ans te 
us nie fo Sete] WOE eT at te ee ee ee o + « «| 46 Ss ae 
"4 ee) aa ss cy SMeacl aie 2 o 6 0 0 45 $6 se 
*‘ and rectum, | 56 SOF eo lisite tke tee TEES MY ahs fo PowOd: fe oe oleae 
Bladder ... .| 35 ‘* and spleen, | 36 1 eee «| 86 oS es Cee 
Eye andear . .| 54 |/Leg ..... | 46 3] » 20 | 57 bas ie 
Face ..«. « -|.45 || «oo. © © | 8F ‘4 Seis Has 6. ne 
S6. bi mie. wiseve del id Fables, b coec et wate ie ter tnOe id o se ap OT Sf. le Sa ee 
BE nivy in To fe thea 80, UMTYRE o ects «| OS | oe ee | 67 $4). a eee 


“© and scalp ./} 80 ||Neck and side .| 90 Te a aan ee mater Gr ey: S 
Hip ....e.| 51 ||\Ovaries ....{ 22 5 oo s 04, 67 (6 |e ate 
S$ eoeeeee 14 “s a 60 Be es '9.t@ Je 46 Cg one ee : 
Jaw . . ° . e . 39 U . . . . e 32 “6 e e . e 46 ss . . . . | 
Kidneys ... .| 64 ||\GEsophagus . .| 37 BO) al ar ae aS See 

as eee 32 ek ee 58 3 3 eee 49 ce e Ps ese 
Liver. hi ee ee 58 ‘s syawese 52 ; J rn ‘* - «|. 56 ve = © 2 0eee 


GS Tee oe he a A¥DS TIL BROTODA oo ene tall wae ss eee er hale Je Ae 
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CANCERS. — Concluded. 


Titecdses) ss 5 | 09, ||Uterus*.*<".*.’. §4 ||Uterus ..... 47 ||Locat’nnotstated| 64 
ee ey a a7 ||“ Be ir a tern 6 66 
SN TE Ae aaa iaears 2” | 39 es 75 
: (he A 40 || * 67 dg Pokys0 70 
Beers ta. Brn erate. det fs 43 ae ws 62 
Pianists. >| 40 Soe hokey ays 49 ||\Vagina.....| 83 Ss it 45 
et» 52 s . 59 ||Locat’n not stated| 70 ne “¢ 48 
ora ee : 52 Mba 26 ee a 48 
ate Se ae 57 ving Gh 54 wens 52 
BEng 45 e 54 A 56 — 
EE CS Se 51 i a ae ae eee. 
“ ; ee seb stil prin. 81 
a itede sth ME. t- . «| 70 ae Pe 75 


Consumption. — There were 1,692 deaths from this cause, 
— 843 males and 849 females, —an increase of 103 over 
the number reported in the preceding year. The mortality 
from this disease made 18.26 per cent. of the deaths from all 
causes; or there was one death from this malady to 5.47 
deaths from all other causes. The following statement ex- 
hibits the percentages of deaths from consumption in each of 
the last ten years :— 


ORR T ie a Ss 8 rep . | 1877. | 1878. | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. | 1882. | 1883. | 1884. | 1885. | 1886. 


18.26 


Per cent. .... ..~ «| 17.48 | 18.28 | 16.97 | 16.00 | 16.98 | 17.30 | 17.30 | 16.22 | 16.41 


It will be seen, from the above, that there was a greater ra- 
tio of deaths from consumption in 1886 and 1878 than in any 
one of the other eight years. With the exception of the 
two years above named, and perhaps similar rare instances 
in other years, the ratio of deaths from consumption has sel- 
dom fallen below or exceeded the highest and lowest ratios 
shown in the foregoing statement. 

The nativity of those who died from consumption, with 
the ratio of the deaths from the same to those from all 
causes, according to the nativities of the decedents, are given 
on next page : — 
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a a 
; = - = : 
Nativities. 2 3 ca Nativities. 2 3 3} 
a = 3 a g 3 
o Cs o Cj 
a fx m a fy 4 
United States. .... 399 | 350 |1 to 5.84);\Germany ...... 36 | 17 |1to 7.21 
Trelavid jaca ferns hate te 258 B18, | 11t05.86) Italy 3.6 +06 nen eee 3 5 |1 to 15.26 
England .i% 2 2s 30 28 |1 to 5.57||Portugal ......e. 5 5 |1to 6. 
Scotland ..... care 12 11 jl to 5. |/Other foreign countries} 9 12 |lto 7.81 
British America ... 87 102 /1 to 4.62)|\Umknown ... ws» 4 1 


It will be seen, from the above, that the ratio of deaths 
from consumption was far less among decedents of Italian 
birth than among any other race; and that the highest ratio 
occurred among those from the British American provinces. 

It is worthy of notice that the 450 decedents between 30 
and 40 years of age (the sexes being very nearly equally 
divided) made no less than 26.59 per cent. of all who died 
from this cause. Of the 142 who died between the ages of 
15 and 20,—the period immediately preceding adult age 
— 56 were males and 86 were females. 

It is no less interesting to note the occupations of a large 
portion of those who died from consumption. Laborers 
made 22.42 per cent. of all the males, — 843 in number. 
Merchants, store-keepers, and clerks made 14.35 percent. 
Teamsters, machinists, and carpenters (numbering 29, 21, — 
and 24, respectively) made 8.77 per cent. ; while printers, 
tailors, and shoemakers (numbering 24, 18, and 14, re- 
spectively) made 6.64 per cent. The classes above named 
embrace more than half (52.18 per cent.) of all the males 
who died from this cause. 

The number of deaths from hydrocephalus was 202 ; 
from Tabes mesenterica, 3800; from scrofula, 26,—the 
aggregate number making 5.70 per cent. of the entire 
mortality. 

Loca DIsEASEs. 


Apoplecy and Paralysis. —There were 368 deaths re- 
ported from these causes, —165 males and 203 females, — 
making 3.97 per cent. of all the deaths. The deaths from 
these causes have varied but slightly in their proportions 
during the last ten years, as will be seen in the following 
statement :— 


Years . oe 's ee oe 1877. | 1878. | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. | 1882. | 1883. | 1884. | 1885. | 1886. 


a ee — — 


Per cent. .>. . 2 2 0 «6 « 3.68 | 3.40 | 3.48 | 3.41 | 2.85 | 3.31 | 3.21 | 3.26 | 3.47 | 3.97 
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Diseases of the Heart. — As will be seen by the following 
statement, there has been a gradual increase of the mortality 
from diseases of the heart during the last ten years : — 


DEBEAA ES ae ctdaie . 1877. | 1878. | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. | 1882. | 1883. | 1884. | 1885. | 1886. 


Mer COMtl yb, 556 6 0 6 3.91 | 4.68 | 5.15 | 5.00 | 4.86 | 5.64 | 5.54 | 5.51 | 5.75 | 6.18 


Bronchitis and Pneumonia. — There were 1,168 deaths 
reported from these causes, which made 12.61 per cent. of 
the deaths from all causes. As will be seen below, the mor- 
tality from bronchitis and pneumonia in 1885 was very large, 
exceeding that of any former year : — 


SCATMM das) s, 6 ats < ¢ 1877. | 1878. | 1879. | 1880. | 1881, | 1882. | 1883, | 1884. | 1885. | 1886. 


JTS 1 a a 9.44 | 10.91 | 11.95 | 13.32 | 12.75 | 10.23 | 9,87 | 11.05 | 15.00 | 12.61 


Asthma was the reported cause of 11 deaths; laryngitis 
of 32; congestion of the lungs of 30; and pleurisy of 50: the 
whole number making 1.33 per cent. of all the deaths. 

Diseases of the Digestwe System. — The total number of 
deaths from causes belonging to this class of diseases was 
485,—a decrease of 19,— making 5.23 per cent. of the entire 
mortality. The principal diseases belonging to this class 
were enteritis, from which there were 116 deaths; diseases 
of the liver, which caused 91 deaths; gastritis, 84 deaths ; 
and peritonitis, which was fatal in 80 instances. The ratio 
of deaths from these causes in 1885 was almost. identical 
with that of 1886. 

Diseases of the Urinary Organs. — There were 400 deaths 
from the several diseases belonging to this class, which 
make 4.32 per cent. of the entire mortality. There were 
159 deaths from Bright’s disease, and 155 from other diseases 
of the. kidneys; 26 deaths from diabetes ; 25 from cystitis ; 
10 from diseases of the prostate ; and 24 from calculus. The 
percentage of the mortality from these causes in each of the 
last ten years is given in the following table : — 


MUEMa she: 9 2) &, & | 1877. 1878. | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. | 1882. | 1883. | 1884. | 1885. | 1886. 


a es 


Percent... .. 6.66. 2.83 | 3.02} 3.08] 2.84] 3.10] 3.47] 3.09} 3.52) 3.99| 4.32 
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DEVELOPMENTAL DISEASES. 


The number of deaths from this class of causes (comprising 
deaths from old age and from diseases of women and chil- 
dren) was 767, making 8.28 per cent. of the entire mortality. 
Of this number 148 were reported as having died of old age 
(92 males and 156 females) ; 173 were children . prematurely 
born ; 60 were victims of various malformations ; and 69 died 
from childbirth diseases. The percentage of ‘deaths from 
puerperal diseases, as applied to the female decedents, in 
each of the last ten years, is seen in the following table : — 


Years ....... + «| 1877. | 1878. | 1879. | 1880. | 1881. | 1882. | 1883. | 1884. | 1885. | 1886. 


Per cent,.. <i. « s eo « - | 164] 1.78 | 2.07 | 2.00) 1.81} ,2.30) 2.17 |, L202 aaioe 
| 


The number of married female decedents was 1,263 ; there 
were, therefore, one death from puerperal diseases to each 
18.30 of those who were married at the time of their death. 
The following table exhibits the ages of those who died, 
together with the specific causes, as reported by the phy- 
sicians in attendance : — 


AGES. 
Totals. 
19 to 25. | 25 to 30. | 30 to 35. | 35 to 40. | 40 to 50. 

EX bomioner ss bias). RA a 2 1 4 3 1 11 
Convulsions. «.-« +e. 4 i 2 1 1 9 
Difficult labor. .....e. 3 2 . 2°) Oe 4 
MiGtriaM. veis ie) s, wh» eyes 4 5 1 1 1 12 
Metritis. ..... pein 1 . Aah Grebe pried ee aca ete 1 2 
MBTACONIUIS tiled eres) ies) ts oe 1 4 D cath ate Sea > ee 7 
I MOTT BARC soe ews hoe Gell se > Eee en lis eke bis Uae 3 4 1 8 
Ruptured uterus .-+..+/..+.-. 1 : . cee 1 
Septicemia ........ 1 2 3 2. eae 8 
DOG M1 VGH volte) b. teh len ot. yin il tak wal ouhon 1 SL ey ne. A 1 oa 

TOtals S pketewe neue! te 16 17 17 13 6 69 


Malformations. — There were 60 deaths from causes of 
this character. There were 44 instances of cyanosis; 6 of 
spina bifida, and 10 of varicus malformations. 
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DEATHS FROM EXTERNAL CAUSES. 


Accidents. —The number of deaths from accidents was 
337,—an increase of 13 over the number that were registered 
in the preceding year,— making nearly 3.64 per cent. of the 
whole mortality. The percentage of deaths from casualties 
in each of the last ten years is shown in the annexed state- 
ment : — 


2 1877. | 1878..| 1879. | 1880. | 1881. | 1882. | 1883. | 1884. | 1885. | 1886. 


POICON. §si 6 «+ + 0 « 3.46 | 3.13 | 3.28 | 3.32 | 4.30 | 4.94 | 4.09 | 4.24 | 3.37 | 3.64 


It will be seen that, with the exception of the years 1881- 
84, the percentage of deaths from accidental causes varied but 
slightly from year to year. The character of the several ac- 
cidents, except in a few instances, will be seen in the annexed 
table : — 
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No. | No. 
Killed on railroads -. . «=... + «- 68 Exposures. o tapsa, eee ee es 3 
Drowned kgs of. regener wiiedes sits Le 46 By pistol-shot .... «,. s,s sane 3 
Burned and scalded. .+ ..+6+.. 37 || Crushed by horse-car . . ote 2 
Falls—downstairs .....+e-. 16 Suffocated in bedclothes ..... 2 
ss from windows ...... 15 By fall of bed-frame ......-. -1 
ae ES MOUVICINGS eel ots cess vt ei’ €*Jadder "7... =. s+ a vamamneene 1 
= ‘CS StCACINOS ew) ede eee 6 Seo AS BPAY) cs ete oe pen 1 
Us into vessels’ holds. .... + swe lank “oe stes ie ie : 1 
ss from CUSITH sc ot xsl she 4 || Crushed by wagon .«.....-s a 
s OW SOOP sie oh cia Pa sues + ss ‘<< hogshead | 2. aasaeee i 
ss STOMPDCU sorris eel ds tee 3 Byimorphine, va. «6 he) eee 3 
sé on sidewalk. ..... ota 3 ** chloride :of zinc. 5. parnaeeees 1 
ce OMGICC s) op so: bite GE ee es tele 1 6 potash: <tc (eo fe sents Mentone 1 
iG from door-steps ...... 1 **aconite. 2 + seis s vos aeneeeeenne ul 
cS ANGLO GILCH as we! cs oteee ete tel ** chloral hydrate ©. 2). seen 1 
3 EPO WAMGOT is, foveated Gee tas 1 ‘Paris green |. x ".-15 ponte ee 1 
ss ‘* vessel’s mast. .... 1 * AMMONIA <0 <se0. sete a 
es Se DTLOCO, bs tiotisleoue Me ate 1 $S- COB1{288 ssn sw heh s onoenneme ie 
eee coe WDATT oes coat ace elo eions 1 ‘¢ electric BHOCK ~.. so =e: see 1 
ss St 10ad Of RAV eNawe a) se 1 Kicked‘by- horse? <2. 4). esteem 1 
4 through skylight ..... 1 Thrown-by horse...) 3. meen i] 
< EE SCULILON wees leh es 1 Leg cut off by ship’s hawser ... 1 
oe es hatchway..... 1 By blasting rocks . . . .is ss. = a 
ce MOUMGLVEL © sam eentet re gictiente 7 Suffocated by falling earth .... 1 
Surgical operations ...... Ste 8 Choked by meat . ..s « . s)semm 1 
Run over by vehicles ......-. 8 Foreign body in lung . .... s.6 = 1 
Sunpiroke Ses. .a-nelual oh yet ik 10 By machinery... 2 2. s0s asus 1 
Killed by elevator < «2. 06. 4 fows ers 8 Not'specified %.... J). ueusmeeee 27 
Suffocated in burning building 7 —_—— 
Thrown from vehicles. ...'... 4 337 


Suicides. — There were 44 deaths of this character, 38 of 
the decedents being males, and 6 females. The most frequent 
method of taking one’s own life seems to have been shooting, 
13 having used that means of ridding themselves of life; 7 
preferred hanging; 7 cut their throats; 3 drowned them- 
selves; 3 employed arsenic; 7, other poisonous drugs ; 


1 threw himself under the wheels of a locomotive; 1 in- 
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haled illuminating gas; and 2 (reported as suffering mental 
derangement), by methods not reported. The following 
table shows the number of suicidal deaths in each of the last 
ten years : — 


1877. 1878. 1879. 1880. 1881. 1882. 1883. 1884. 1885. 1886. 


39 34 36 40 42 51 46 54 45 it 


Homicides. — There were 14 instances of homicide, an in- 
crease of 5 over the number that occurred in the preceding 
year. 


During the thirty-three years ending with 1886 — em- 
bracing the period in which the writer has held the office of 
City Registrar — there were registered in the three cities and 
three towns now composing the city of Boston, the births of 
309,730 children, exclusive of those who were dead-born. 
The number of deaths during the same period was 237,333. 
The births, it will be seen, outnumbered the deaths by 
72,397. In those thirty-three years there were solemnized 
and recorded the marriages of 125,886 couples, or 251,772 
persons. There was doubtless a considerable number of 
marriages, in addition to those enumerated above, that have 
never been returned, through the carelessness and neglect of 
those who solemnized them. 

In contrast with the above statement is that concerning 
the births and deaths in the city of New York during the 
sixteen years ending with 1886. The statistics are taken 
from the New York Star. The total number of births in New 
York during the period named was 417,841. The number 
of deaths in the same time was 508,174, exhibiting the fact 
that the deaths exceeded the births by no less than 90,633. 
In 1872 the deaths in that city exceeded the births by 
10,579; in 1881, by 12,494; and in 1882, by 10,630. Im- 
migration is assigned as largely responsible for this  dif- 
ference between the number of children born and _ the 
number of deaths: There can be little doubt, however, that 
the chief reason why so few births appear on the records is 
the faulty method of collecting them. The estimated popu- 
lation of New York is 1,500,000. The number of births 
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recorded there in 1886 was 31,319. The population of 
Boston in 1886 was, probably, not far from 396,300 ; consid- 
erably less than one-third of that of New York. The number 
of births here in 1886 was11,990. A like difference is seen 
relative to the marriages recorded in the two cities. While 
there were 5,009 marriages registered in Boston in 1886, 
there were only 12,216 recor ded in New York,. or about. 81 
per cent. only of the number that doubtless occurred. If 
the ratio of marriages to the population of the two cities 
were the same,—and why should it not be so? — there 
could not have been solemnized in New York in 1886 much 
less than 20,000 marriages. 


The earliest records of marriages of Boston contain many 
Christian names that remind one of those that were promi- 
nent in Cromwell’s day. Some of these names, although 
quaint, have a gravity and dignity that contrasts favorably 
with the inane and shallow appellatives that are so rife at 
the present time. The following list of a few of the names 
that appear on the Boston records is an interesting one. 


Those enclosed in parentheses are surnames : — 


After. Lately. Stamper. 
Birdseye. May-be. Takeheed. 
Cordial. North. True (Scales). 
Chapel. Orange. Venture. 
Dawn. Pardon. Wanton. 
Diamond-Dust. Preserved. Will-B-True. 
Eolian. Person. Welcome. 
Fortunate. Pious. ‘Willing. 
Fawn. Ransom. Waitstill. 
February. Return. Winter’s-day (Som- 
Grin (Longfellow). Retire. mers). 
Hearthrest. Reason. Youth (Young). 
Hate-evil. Renewed. Zealous. 
Knought. Sedate. 

FEMALE NAMES, 
Admonition. Dove. Force. 
Amity. Estimate. Fashionette. 
Ashpherleighn. Experience. Given. 
Content. . Exercise (Blackluch). Hopey. 
Delight. Fear G. Hopestill. 
Deliverance. Freelove. Holly. 
Daisy-Bud. Fancey. Happy. 


MALE NAMES. 
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<- Ivy. Primrose. Squashebah (colored) 
2 India. Queen V. (Prob. Squaw She- 
D4 _ Jehoaddon. Relief. ba). 
3 Jewell. Repent. Silence. 

Leafy. Remember. Seraph. 

Lenity. Rely. Thankful. 

Mindwell. Rest. Temperance. 

Olive (Green). Reliance. Unity. 

Obedience. Renewer. Virgin. 

Ocean. Submit. . Wait-a-while (Make- 
Panacea. Shaver. peace). 
f Placid. Supply. Weaithy. 

Pansy. Sobriety. Watching. 


N. A. APOLLONIO, 
City Registrar. 


OFFICE OF City RrcistrarR, Boston, June 13, 1887. 


a Spee ee ee 


i 
th 


